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Several  Papers  relating  to  the  Terreftrial  Chry^ 
Sipusj  Golden-Foot,  or  Guinea,  an  In- 
fed:,  or  Vegetable,  which  has  this  fiirprifing 
Property,  that  beiitg  cut  into  fever al  pieces^ 
each  piece  liveSy  and  in  a  Jhort  time  becomes 
as  perfect  an  Infcl^^  or  Vegetable^  as  that  of 
which  it  was  originally  only  a  Part. 


Vol.  VIII.  B 


-^ 


Abftradl  of  Pa?'t  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Hcer  Rotlenfcrach  in  Germany^  com- 
municating Obfervations  on  the  Chry-- 

SIPUS, 

SIR, 

inOME  time  ftnce  died  here  of  old  dge^  one  PetruS 
^  Glial  terus,  a  man  well  known  in  the  learned  worlds 
and  famous  for  nothing  fo  much  as  for  an  extraordinary 
collection  which  he  had  made  of  the  Chryfipi,  ^«  animal  or 
vegetable  j  of  which  I  doubt  not  but  there  are  flill  fome 
to  be  found  in  England :  however^  if  that  fJwuld  be  difi- 
cult,  it  may  be  eafy  to  fend  fome  over  to  you  ;  as  they  are 
at  prefent  very  plentiful  in  thefe  parts.  I  can  anfwer 
for  the  truth  of  the  fa5ls  contained  in  the  Paper  I  fend 
you,  as  there  is  not  one  of  them  but  what  I  have  feen 
repeated  above  twenty  times  ;  and  I  wifo  others  may  be 
encouraged  to  try  the  experiments  over  again,  and  fatisfy 
themfelves  of  the  truth  by  their  own  eyes.  The  accounts 
of  the  Chryfipi,  as  well  as  the  collet  ion  it f elf,  were 
found  in  the  cabinet  of  the  above-mentioned  Petrus  after 
his  death  \  for  he  could  never  be  p'-evailed  on  to  communi- 
cate a  fight  of  either  while  alive.     I  am, 

SIR,  &c. 


B  a 


T^he  Figure  of  the  Terrestrial  Chry- 
sipus  Jlkking  to  a  Fmger. 


Ohfervations  and  Experime7its  upon  the 
Terrestrial  Chrysipus,  6?r  Guinea, 
by  Mynheer  Petrus  Gualtcrus. 

Tranjlated  from  the  French   hy  P.  H.  I.  Z. 
C.  G.  S. 


THE  animal  in  queftion  is  a  terreftrial  vegetable 
or  inleft,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  tne 
Philofophical  'TranfaElions  for  feveral  years,  as  may  be 
feen  in  N°  ooo.  Art.  oooo.  and  N*  oo.  Art.  oo2, 

and  N° Art.  i8. 

This  animal  or  vegetable  is  of  a  rotund,  orbicu- 
lar, or  round  form,  as  reprefented  in  the  figure  an- 
nexed. In  which  A,  denotes  the  ruffle.  B.  the  hand. 
G.  the  thumb  of  that  hand.  D,  the  finger.  E,  the 
part  of  that  finger  to  which  the  Chrysipus  llicks. 
F.f.f.f.  four  tubes,  reprefenting  the  riio?*,  or  ?;w«V 

•  See  PbiJof,  Tranfa^.  concerning  the  arbor  vitar,  anno  1732. 
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Jiafj  mentioned  by  Galen  in  his  Treatife  de  Ufu 
Partiumi  and  by  Ariftotle,  in  that  little  book  called 
his  'Ap;;^(|3ij3Aio'v,  or  Mcfier-'piece,  The  to  OjiAuko^,  or 
'wcmari's-pipey  an  oblong  perforated  fubdance,  to 
which  the  faid  Tlt-^  diredlly  tend,  is  reprefented  by 
the  letter  C.  ^he  mouth  of  the  Chryfipus  is  in  this 
cnteriotir  middle^  it  opens  into  the  jlomach^  which  takes  up 
the  whole  length  of  the  body.  The  whole  body  forms 
but  one  pipe,  a  fort  of  gut  which  can'be  opened  but 
at  one  end,  /.  e.  at  letter  C. 

The  fize  of  the  body  of  a  Chryfipus  varies  accord- 
ing to  its  different  fpecies. 

I  know  two  fpecies  only,  differing  in  extent  al- 
mofl:  one  half;  which,  for  diilinftion  fake,  I  call  the 
whole  ChryfipuSy  and  the  hemi-  Chryfipus.  The  latter  of 
thefe  is  by  no  means  fo  valuable  as  the  fornifT.  The 
length  of  the  Ucn  differ  likewife  in  proportion  to  the 
different  fize  or  extenfion  of  thefe  two. 

The  n^^  of  thofe  of  a  modern  growth  are  fo  im* 
perfect  and  invifible  to  the  naked  eye,  that  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  the  fpecies  will  foon  be  entirely 
loft  among  us;  and  indeed,  in  England,  they  are  ob- 
ferved  of  late  to  be  much  rarer  than  formerly,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  country,  where  at  prefent  there  are  very 
few  of  them  to  be  found  j  but  at  the  fame  time  it  is 
remarked,  that  in  feme  places  of  the  Continent,  par-  ' 
ticularly  in  a  certain  part  of  Germany,  they  are  mucli^ 
plentier  j  being  to  be  found  in  great  numbers,  where 
formerly  there  were  fcarce  any  to  be  met  with. 

1  have  not,  after  the  minuted  obfervation,  been 
able  to  fettle  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  whether 
t|iis  be  really  an  animal  or  vegetable,  or  whether  it 
be  not  ftridly  neither,  or  rather  both.  For  as  I  have, 
by  the  help  of  my  microfcope,  difcovered  fome  of  its 
parts  to  refemb|e  thofe  of  a  lion  j  I  have  at  other 
times  taken  notice  of  fometing  not  unlike  the 
Flower-de-luce.  Not  to  repeat  thofe  parts  above- 
mentioned,  which  bear  great  analogy  to  the"AJoi« 
of  the  human  body.     On  their  extremities  (if  they 

are 
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are  not  very  old)  may  be  feen  certain  letters  forming 
the  names  of  feveral  of  our  kings  s  whence  I  have 
been  almofl  inclined  to  conclude,  that  thefe  are  the 
flowers  mentioned  by  Virgil,  and  which  appear  to 
have  been  fo  extremely  fcarce  in  his  time. 

Die  quihus  in  terris  infcripti  nomina  regum 
Nafcunitir  fiores. 

Particularly  as  he  adds,  ^ 

Et  Phyllida  folus  haheto. 

Of  which  we  fliall  take  notice  hereafter,  when  wc 
come  to  fpeak  of  its  properties.  What  hath  princi^ 
pally  difluaded  me  from  an  opinion  of  its  being  an 
animal,  is,  that  I  could  never  obferve  any  fymptoms 
of  voluntary  motion  ;  but  indeed  the  fame  may  be 
faid  of  an  oyfler,  which  I  think  is  not  yet  fettled  by 
the  learned  to  be  abfoliitely  a  vegetable. 

But  though  it  hath  not,  or  feems  not  to  have  any 
progreffive  motion  of  its  own,  yet  is  it  very  eafy  to 
communicate  a  motion  to  it.  Indeed,  fome  perfons 
have  made  them  fly  all  over  the  town  with  great 
velocity. 

What  is  faid  of  the  Polypus,  in  a  late  excellent 
paper  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society,  is  like- 
wife  applicable  to  the  Chryfipus, 

"  They  make  ufe  of  their  progreflive  motion, 
"  when  communicated  to  them,  to  place  themfelves 
"  conveniently,  fo  as  to  catch  their  prey.  They 
^«  are  voracious  animals;  their  ITsfi  are  fo  many  fnares 
'*  which  they  fet  for  numbers  of  fmall  infe^ls.  As 
«'  foon  as  any  of  them  touches  one  of  the  Ilt^,  it  is 
<«  caught." 

But  then  it  differs  from  the  Polypus  in  the  confe- 
quence;  for  inllead  of  making  the  infe5l  its  prey,  it 
becomes  itfclf  a  prey  to  it,  and  inftead  of  convey- 
ing an  infe^  twice  as  large  as  its  own  mouth  into  it, 

B  4  in 
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in  imitation  of  the  Polypus,  the  poor  Chryjipus  is 
itfelf  conveyed  into  the  Loculus  or  pouch  of  an  infi^ 
a  thoufand  times  as  large  as  itfelf.  Notwithftanding 
■which,  this  wretched  animal  (for  fo  I  think  we  may 
be  allowed  to  call  it)  is  fo  eager  after  its  prey,  that 
if  the  infe5i  (which  feldom  happens)  makes  any  refifl- 
ance,  it  fiimmons  other  Chryjipi  to  its  aid,  which  in 
the  end  hardly  ever  fail  of  fubduing  ir,  and  getting 
into  its  pouch. 

The  learned  Gualterus  goes  on  in  thefe  words :  "  A 
*'  Chryfipus,  by  the  (imple  contact  of  my  own  finger, 
*'  has  fo  clofely  attached  itfelf  to  my  hand,  that  by 
*'  the  joint  and  indefatigable  labour  of  feveral  of  my 
*f  friends,  it  could  by  no  means  be  fevered,  or  made 
*'  to  quit  its  hold." 

As  to  the  generation  of  the  Cbryfipus,  it  differs 
from  all  other  animals  or  vegetables  whatever  j  for 
though  it  feems  the  beft  fupplied  for  this  natural 
function,  nature  having  provided  each  female  part 
with  four  male  ones,  which  one  would  think  fuffi- 
cient ;  yet  it  may  be  faid,  as  of  the  Polypus,  they 
have  no  diftinguifned  place  by  which  they  bring  forth 
their  young. 

Gualterus  judicioufly  remarks*:  "  I  have  (fays 
**  he)  fome  of  them,  that  have  greatly  multiplied  under 
if  Yiiy  eyes,  and  of  which  I  might  almoft  fay,  that  they 
«'  have  produced  young  ones  from  all  the  exterior 
'*  parts  of  their  body. 

*'  I  have  learned  by  a  continual  attention  to  the  two 
*'  fpecies  of  them,  that  all  the  individuals  of  thefe 
*'  fpecies  produce  young  ones. 

"  I  have  for  fixty  years  had  under  my  eye  thou- 
"  fands  of  them  ;    and  though   I    have  observed 

"?'  THEM    CONSTANTLY^    and  with  ATTENTION,    fo   aS 

"  to  watch  them  night  and  day,  I  never  obferved  any 
**  thing  like  the  common  animal-copulation. 

*  Vid.  Remarks  on  the  Polypus,  pag.  6. 

"I  tried 
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'«  I  tried  at  firft  two  of  them  ;  but  thefe  I  found 
*'  would  not  produce  a  complete  Chryfipus ;  at  lead 
"  I  had  reafon  to  think  the  operation  would  be  fo 
"  flow,  that  I  mun:  have  waited  fome  years  for  its 
*^  completion.  Upon  this,  I  tried  ahundred  of  them 
"  together;  by  whofe  marvellous  union  (whether  it 
"  be,  that  they  mix  total,  like  thofe  heavenly  fpirits 
'f  mentioned  by  Milton,  or  by  any  other  procefs  not 
'?  yet  revealed  to  human  wit)  they  vv^ere  found  in  the 
<f  year's  end  to  produce  three,  four,  and  fometimes 
"  five  complete  Chryfipi.  I  have  indeed  often  made 
"  them  in  that  fpace  produce  ten  or  tv/enty ;  but 
**  this  hath  been  by  fome  held  a  dangerous  experi- 
<f  ment,  not  only  to  the  parent  Chryfifi  themfelves, 
"  which  have  by  thefe  m.eans  been  utterly  loft  and 
'*  deftroyed,  but  even  to  the  philofopher  who  hath 
"  attempted  it  j  for  as  fome  curious  perfons  have,  by 
**  hermetic  experiments,  endangered  the  lofs  of  their 
<»  teeth,  fo  we,  by  a  too  intenfe  application  to  this 
"  Chryjipean  philoibphy,  have  been  fometimes  found 
*«  to  endanger  our  ears."     He  then  proceeds  thus  : 

*  "  Another  faft,  which  I  have  obferved,  has 
"  proved  to  me,  that  they  have  the  faculty  of  mul- 
<'  tiplying,  before  they  are  fevered  from  their  parent. 
*f  I  have  feen  a  ChryfmiSy  ftill  adhering,  bring  forth 
*^  young  ones i  and  thofe  young  ones  themfelves  have 
«'  alfo  brought  forth  others.  Upon  fuppofitioUi  that 
<f  perhaps  there  was  fome  copulation  between  the  parent 
*'  and  young  ones,  whillt  they  were  yet  united  i  or  be- 
*'  tween  the  young  ones  coming  from  the  body  of 
"  the  fame  parent  j  I  made  divers  experiments  to 
"  be  fure  of  the  faflj  but  not  one  of  thofe  experi- 
"  ments  ever  led  me  to  any  thing  that  could  give 
"  the  idea  of  a  copulation." 

I  now  proceed  to  the  lingularities  refulting  from 
the  operation  I  have  tried  upon  them. 

♦  Remarks,  pag.  7. 

A  ary- 
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A  Cbryfipiu  of  the  larger  kind  may  be  divided 
into  onc-and-twenty  fubftances  (whether  animal  or 
vegetable  we  determine  not), every  fubftance  being  at 
leall  as  large  as  the  original  Chry/ipus.  Thefe  may 
again  be  fubdivided,  each  of  them  into  twenty-four; 
and  what  is  very  remarkable,  every  one  of  thefe  parts 
is  heavier,  and  rather  larger  than  the  firft  Chryftpus, 
The  only  difference  in  this  change,  is  that  of  the 
colour ;  for  the  firll  fort  are  yellow,  the  fecond  white, 
and  the  third  refemble  the  complexion  and  fubftance 
of  many  huinan  faces. 

Thefe  fubdivided  parts  are  by  fome  obferved  to 
lofe  in  a  great  degree  their  adherefcent  quality  ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  Gtialterus  writes,  that,  from  the 
minuted:  obfervations  upon  his  own  experience,  they 
all  adhered  with  equal  tenacity  to  his  own  fingers. 

The  manner  of  dividing  a  ChryJ:pus  differs,  hov/- 
ever,  greatly  from  that  of  the  Polypus  i  for  whereas 
we  are  taught  in  that  excellent  treatife  above-men- 
tioned, that 

*  "  If  the  body  of  a  Polypus  is  cut  into  two  parts 
**  tranfvcrfely,  each  of  thofe  parts  becomes  a  complete 
"  Polypus  :  on  the  very  day  of  the  operation,  the  firft 
"  -part,  or  anterior  end  of  the  Polypus^  that  is,  the 
*'  head,  the  m.outh,  ^nd  tiie  arms :  this  part,  I  fay, 
"lengthens  itfelf,  it  creeps,  and  eats. 

*'  The  fecond  part,  'us.hich  has  no  head^  gets  onCy  a 
*'  mouth  forms  itfelf  at  the  anterior  end  j  and  (hoots 
*'  forth  arms.  This  reprodu^ion  comes  about  more 
*<  or  lefs  quickly,  according  as  the  weather  is  more 
"  or  lefs  warm.  In  fummer,  I  have  feen  arms  begin 
*^  to  fprouc  put  twenty-four  hours  after  the  opera- 
*'  tion,  znd  [be  ?2e-w  head  per  jetted  in  every  refpe5i  in  a 
^^  few  days. 

"  Each  of  thofe  parts  thus  become  a  perfefl  Poly- 
*■'  puSi  performs  abfolutely  all  its  funcftions.  It  creeps^ 

*  See  Polypus,  pag,  8,  9,  10. 

"it 
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'*  it  eats,  it  grows,  and  it  multiplies  ;  and  all  ihat, 
*'  as  much  as  a  Polypus  which  never  had  been  cut. 

**  In  whatever  place  the  body  of  a  Polypus  is  cut, 
"  whether  in  the  m.iddle,  or  more  or  lefs  near  the 
"  head,  or  the  pofterior  part,  the  experiment  has 
**  always  the  fame  fuccefs. 

"  If  a  Polypus  is  cut  tranfverfely  at  the  fame  mo- 
"  ment,  into  three  or  four  parts,  they  all  equally 
"  become  fo  many  complete  ones. 

"  The  animal  is  too  faiall  to  be  cut  at  the  fame 
*^  time  into  a  great  number  of  parts ;  I  therefore  did 
*'  it  Juccejfively.  I  firfl  cut  a  Polypus  into  four  parts, 
"  and  let  them  grow;  next,  I  cut  thofe  quarters 
'^  again  j  and  at  this  rate  I  proceeded,  ////  /  had 
"  made  50  out  of  one  fingle  one :  and  here  I  ftopp'd, 
*'  for  there  would  have  been  no  end  of  the  expert- 
"  ment. 

"  I  have  now  atlually  by  me  feveral  parts  of  the 
*'  fame  Polypus  cut  into  pieces  above  a  year  ago  ; 
"  fince  which  time  they  have  produced  a  great 
"  number  of  young  ones. 

'^  A  Polypus  may  alfo  be  cut  in  two^  lengthways. 
"  Beginning  by  the  heady  one  firji  fplits  the  faid  heady 
*'  and  afterwards  the  ftoraach  :  the  Polypus  being  in 
"  the  form  of  a  pipe,  each  half  of  what  is  thus  cut 
*'  lengthways  forms  a  half  pipe :  the  anterior  ex- 
"  tremity  of  which  is  terminated  by  the  half  of  the 
<*  head,  the  half  of  the  mouth,  and  part  of  the 
^^  arms.  It  is  not  long  before  the  two  edges  of 
"  thofe  half-pipes  dole  after  the  operation  i  they 
"  generally  begin  at  the  pofterior  part,  and  clofe  up 
*'  by  degrees  to  the  anterior  part.  Then  each  half" 
"  pipe  becomes  a  whole  one  complete :  a  ftomach  is 
^*  formed,  in  which  nothing  is  wanting;  and  out 
"  of  each  half-nwuth  a  whole  one  is  formed  alfo."^ 

<*  1  have  feen  all  this  done  in  lefs  than  an  hour  j 
"  and  that  the  Polypus  produced  from  each  of  thofe 
f*  halves,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  did  not  differ  from 

<*  the 


VI     PHILOSOPHICAL  TRANSACTIONS. 

<f  the  whole  ones,  except  that  it  had  fewer  arms  j 
**  but  in  a  few  days  more  grew  out. 

*'  I  have  cue  a  Polypus  lengthways,  between  feven 
<'  and  eight  in  the  mornings  and  between  two  and 
"  three  in  the  afternoon,  each  of  the  parts  has  been 
*'  able  to  eat  a  'worm  as  long  as  itfelf, 

"  If  a  Polypus  is  cut  lengthways,  beginning  at 
"  the  head,  and  the  fedion  is  not  carried  quite 
*'  through  ;  the  refult  is,  a  Poly-pus  with  two  bodies, 
**  two  heads,  and  one  tail.  Some  of  thofe  bodies 
"  and  heads  may  again  be  cut  lengthways  foon  after. 
"  In  this  manner  I  have  produced  a  Polypus  that  had 
"  fever al  bodies^  as  many  heads,  and  one  tail.  I  after- 
*'  wards  at  once  cut  off  the  feven  heads  of  this 
*'  new  Hydra  :  feven  others  grev/  again  j  and  the  heads 
*'  that  were  cut  off^  became  each  a  complete  Polypus. 

"  I  cut  a  Polypus  J  tranfverfely,  into  two  parts  : 
*«  I  put  thefe  tv/o  parts  clofe  to  each  other  again, 
"  and  they  re-united  where  they  had  been  cut.  The 
"  Polypus,  thus  re-united,  eat  the  day  after  it  had 
*'  undergone  this  operation :  it  is  fmce  grown,  and 
"  has  m^ultiplied. 

"  /  took  the  pojlerior  part  of  one  Polypus,  and  the 
*'  anterior  of  another,  and  I  have  brought  them  to  re^ 
"  unite  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  foregoing.  Next 
*;'  day,  the  Polypus  that  re  fulled^  eat:  it  has  continued 
*'  well  thefe  two  months  fince  the  operation  :  it  is 
**  grown,  and  has  put  forth  young  ones,  from  each 
"  of  the  parts  of  which  it  was  formed.  The  two 
*'  foregoing  experiments  do  not  always  fucceedj  it 
*'  often  happens,  that  the  two  parts  will  not  join 
**  again. 

"  In  order  to  comprehend  the  experiment  I  am 
**^  now  going  to  fpeak  of,  one  fhould  recoiled,  that 
'f  the  whole  body  of  a  Polypus  forms  only  one  pipe, 
*^  a  fort  of  gut,  or  pouch. 

"  /  have  been  able  to  turn  that  pouch,  that  body  of 
*'  the  Polypus,    inside-outv/ards  j  as   one   may 

*'    TURN   A  STCCKiNG. 

4  -  "1  have 
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*'  I  have  feveral  by  me,  that  have  remained  turned 
*'  in  this  manner;  their  Inside  is  become  their 
*'  Outside,  and  their  Outside  tkeir  Inside  : 
''  they  eat,  they  grow,  and  they  multiply,  as  if  they 
*'  had  never  been  turned." 

Now,  in  thedivirionandrubdivirionorourC/3r^/)L'j-j 
we  are  forced  to  proceed  in  quite  a  dificrent  man- 
ner j  namely,  by  the  metabolic  or  mutative,  not  by 
the  fchyftic  or  divifive.  Some  have  indeed  attempted 
this  latter  method  ;  but  like  that  great  philofopher 
the  elder  Pliny,  they  have  perifhed  in  their  difqui- 
fitions,  as  he  did,  by  fuffbcation.  Indeed,  there  is  a 
method  called  the  Kleptijlicy  which  hath  been  pre- 
ferred to  the  metabolic  :  but  this  is  too  dangerous  j 
the  ingenious  Gualterus  never  carried  it  farther  than 
the  metabolic,  contenting  himfelf  fometimes  to  di- 
vide the  original  Chryfipus  into  twenty-two  parts,  and 
again  to  fubdivide  thefe  into  twenty-five  j  but  this 
requires  great  art. 

It  can't  be  doubted  but  that  Mr.  Trembley  willj 
in  the  work  he  is  pleafed  to  promife  us,  give  fome 
account  of  the  longevity  of  the  Pclypus,  As  to  the 
age  of  the  Chryfipus,  it  differs  extremely  ;  fome  being 
of  equal  duration  with  the  life  of  man,  and  fome 
of  fcarce  a  moment's  exigence.  The  bed  method 
of  preferving  them  is,  I  believe,  in  bags  or  cheftsj 
in  large  numbers;  for  they  feldom  live  long  when 
they  are  alone.  The  great  Gualterus  fays,  he  thought 
he  could  never  put  enough  of  them  together.  If 
you  carry  them  in  your  pockets  fingly,  or  in  pairs, 
as  fome  do,  they  will  lafl  a  very  little  while,  and  in 
fome  pockets  not  a  day, 

*  We  are  told  of  the  PolypuSy  "  That  they  are 
*'  to  be  looked  for  in  fuch  ditches  whole  water  is 
'*  flocked  with  fmall  infefls.  Pieces  of  wood,  leaves, 
"  aquatic  plants,  in  fliort,  everything  is  to  be  taken 
"  out  of  the  water,  that  is  met  with  at  the  bpttom, 

*  Polypus,  pag.  I,  2. 

"  or 
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*'  or  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  on  the  edges,  and 
"  in  the  middle  of  the  ditches.  What  is  thus  taker! 
<<  out,  nuift  be  put  into  a  glafs  of  clear  water,  and 
'^  thefe  infeds,  if  there  are  any,  will  foon  difcovef 
*'  themfclves ;  efpecially  if  the  glafs  is  let  ftand  a 
"  little,  without  moving  it :  for  thus  the  infe6ls, 
**  which  contract  themfelves  when  they  are  firfi: 
*«  taken  out,  will  again  extend  themfelves  when  they 
■«^«  are  at  red,  and  become  thereby  fo  much  the  more 
**  remarkable." 

The  Chryjipus  is  to  be  looked  for  in  fcrutores,  and 
behind  wainicots  in  old  houfes.  In  fearching  for 
them,  particular  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  perfo-ns 
who  inhabit,  or  have  inhabited,  in  the  fame  houfes, 
by  obferving  which  rule,  you  may  often  prevent 
throwing  away  your  labour.  They  love  to  be  rather 
with  old  than  young  perfons,  and  deted  finery  fo  much, 
that  they  are  feldom  to  be  found  in  the  pockets 
of  laced  clothes,' and  hardly  ever  in  gilded  palaces'. 
They  are  fometimes  very  difficult  to  be  met  with, 
even  though  you  know  where  they  are,  by  reafon  o-f 
peces  of  vjacd^  iroUi  &c.  v/hich  muft  be  removed 
av/ay  before  you  can  come  at  them.  There  are,  how- 
ever, feveral  fure  methods  of  procuring  them,  which 
are  all  afcercained  in  a  treatife  on  that  fubjeft,  com- 
pofed  by  Petrus  Gualterus,  which,  now  he  is  dead, 
will  fhorrly  fee  the  light. 

I  com.e  now,  in  the  lafi:  place,  to  fpeak  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Chryfipus  :  In  thefe  it  exceeds  not  only 
the  PolypuSj  of  which  not  one  fmgle  virtue  is  recorded, 
but  all  other  animals  and  vegetables  whatever.  In- 
deed, I  intend  here  only  to  fee  down  fome  of  its 
chief  qualities  ;  for  to  enumerate  all,  would  require 
a  large  volume, 

Firfi y  then,  A  fmgle  Chryfipus  ftuck  on  to  the 
finger,  will  make  a  man  talk  for  a  full  hour,  nay,  will 
make  him  fay  whatever  the  perfon  who  llicks  it  on 
defires  :  and  again,  if  you  defire  filence,  it  will  as 
cffedluaily  flop  the  rr.oft  loquacious  tongue.     Some- 

tiines. 
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times,  indeed,  one  or  two,  or  even  twenty,  are  not 
fufficient  j  but  if  you  apply  the  proper  nunnber,  they 
feldom  or  never  fail  of  fuccefs.  It  will  likewile  make 
men  blind  or  deaf,  as  you  think  proper;  and  all 
this  without  doing  the  lead  injury  to  the  feverai 
organs. 

Secondly,  It  hath  a  mofl:  miraculous  quality  of  turn- 
ing black  into  white,  or  white  into  black.  Indeed 
it  hath  the  powers  of  the  prifmatic  glafs,  and  can, 
from  any  objeft,  refleft  what  colour  it  pleafes. 

Thirdly^  It  is  the  flrongeft  love-powder  in  the 
world,  and  hath  fuch  efficacy  on  the  female  fex,  that 
it  hath  often  produced  love  in  the  fined  women  to 
the  molt  worthlefs  and  ugly,  old  and  decrepit  of  our 
fex. 

To  give  the  ftrongeft  idea  In  one  inftance,  of  the 
falubrions  quality  of  the  Chryfipus  :  it  is  a  medicine 
which  the  phyficians  are  fo  fond  of  taking  them- 
felves,  that  few  of  them  care  to  vilit  a  patient,  with- 
out fwallowing  a  dole  of  it. 

To  conclude, /<3^j  like  thefe  I  have  related,  to  he 
admitted,  require  the  mod  convincing  proofs.  I  ven^ 
ture  to  fay,  I  am  able  to  produce  fuch  proofs.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  refer  my  curious  reader  to  the  treatife 
1  have  above  mentioned,  which  is  not  yet  publidicd, 
and  perhaps  never  may. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Since  I  compofed  the  above  treatife,  I  have  been 
informed,  that  thefe  animals  fwarm  in  England  all 
over  the  country,  like  the  locuds,  once  in  seven 
years  j  and  like  them  too,  they  generally  caufe  much 
mifchief,  and  greatly  ruin  the  country  in  which  they 
have  fwarmed. 
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The    ARGUMENT. 

Olynthus  was  a  powerful  free  city  of  Thrace,  on  the 
confines  of  Macedonia.  By  certain  alluring  offers^ 
Philip  had  tempted  them  into  an  alliance  with  him^ 
the  terms  of  which  were  a  joint  war  againji  the 
Athenians,  and  if  a  peace,  a  joint  peace.  The 
Olynthians,  fome  time  after,  becoming  jealous  of  his 
growing  power,  detach  themfehes  from  his  alliance,  and 
make  a  fepar ate  peace  with  //??^  Athenians.  Philip, 
exclaiming  againji  this  as  a  breach  of  their  former 
treaty^  and  glad  of  an  opportunity^  which  he  had 
long  been  feeking,  immediately  declares  war  againji 
them,  and  befieges  their  city.  Upon  this,  they  difpatch 
an  Embajfy  to  Athens  for  fuccour.  The  fuhjeR  of  this 
embaffy  coming  to  be  debated  among  the  Athenians, 
Demofthenes  gives  his  fentiments  in  the  following 
oration, 

^T  O  treafures,  O  Athenians !  can,  I  am  confi- 
M  dent,  be  fo  defirable  in  your  eyes,  as  to  dif- 
cover  what  is  moft  advantageous  to  be  done  for  this 
city,  in  the  affair  now  before  you.    And  fince  it 

C  2  is 


-to      THE  FIRST  OLYNTHIAC 

is  of  fo   important  a   nature,    the  flridefl:  atten- 
tion fliould  be  given  to  all  thofe  vv'ho  are  willing  to 
deliver  their   opinions;    for   pot  only  the  falutary 
counfeis  which  any  one  may  have  premeditated,  are 
to  be  heard  and  received,  but  I  confider  it  as  pe- 
culiar to  your  fortune  ^nd  good  genius,  that  many 
things,   highly  expedient,  may  fuggeft  themfelves  to 
the  ipeakers,  even  exteaiporarily,  and  without  pre- 
meditation ;    and   then   you   may  eafily,   from    the 
whole,    colled:    the    mofl-  ufeful   refolutions.     The 
prefenr  occafion  wants  only  a  tongue  to  declare,  that 
the  pollure  cf  thefe  afFaiiis  requires  your  iinrntdiate 
application,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  yourprcier- 
vation.     I  know  not  what  difpofition  we   all  enter- 
tain J  -but  iny  own  opinion  is,  thar  wcvote^-afupply 
of  men  to   the  Olynthians,  and  that  we  fend  them 
immediafely'i  and  thus  by  lending  them  our  afiift- 
ance  now,  v;e  fhall  prevent  the  accidents  which  we 
have  formerly  felt,  from  failing  again  on  us.  Let  an 
embaiTy  be  difpatched,  not  only  to  declare  thefe  our 
intentions,    but  to  fee '.them   executed.'     For   my 
greateft  apprehenfion  is,  that  the  artful  Pjiiljp,  who 
well  knows  to  improve  every  opportunity,  by  con- 
cefiions,  where  they  are  moft  convenient,  and   by 
threats,  which  we  may  believe  him  capable  of  fulfil- 
ling, at  the  fame  time  objefting  our  abfence  to  our 
allies,  may  draw  from   the  whole  fome  confiderable 
advantage  to  himfelf.     This  however,  O  Athenians! 
will  give  fome  comfort,  that  the  very  particular  cir- 
cumftance  which  adds  the  greateft  ftrengch  to  Philip, 
is  likewife  favourable  to  us.     In  his  own  perfon  he 
unites  the  feveral  powers  of  general,  of  king,  and 
of  treafurer ;  he  prefides  abfolutely  in  all  councils, 
and  is  conftantly  at  the  head  of  his  army.     This  in- 
deed will  contribute  greatly  to  his  fuccefles  in  the 
field,  but  will  have  a  contrary  effcd,  with  regard  to 
that  truce  which  he  is  fo  defirous  to  make  with  the 
Olynthians ;  who  will  find  their  contention  not  to  be 
for  glory,  nor  for  the  enlargement  of  dominion  j 
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tht  fubverfion  or  flavery  of  their  country  is  whac 
they  fight  againft.  They  have  feen  in  what  manner 
he  hath  treated  thofeAmphipolitans,  who  furrendered 
their  city  to  him  ;  and  thofe  Pydn^eins,  who  re- 
ceived him  into  theirs:  and  indeed,  univerfally,  a 
kingly  ftate  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  thing  in  which  re- 
publics will  never  trult  j  and  above  all,  if  their  ter- 
ritories border  on  each  other.  Theie  things  therefore, 
O  Athenians!  being  well  known  to  you,  when  you 
enter  on  this  debate,  your  refolutions  mull  be  for 
war,  and  to  profecute  it  with  as  much  vigour  as  you 
have  formerly  fhewn  on  any  occafion.  You  mud  re- 
folve  to  raife  fupplies  with  the  utmoit  alacrity  ;  to 
mufter  yourfelves  ;  to  omit  nothing  ;  for  no  longer 
can  a  reafon  be  aGlgned,  or  excufe  alleged,  why 
you  fliould  decline  what  the  prefent  exigency  re- 
quires. For  the  Oiynthians,  whom  with  fuch  uni- 
verfal  clamours  you  have  formerly  infilled  on  our  fo- 
menting againlt  Philip,  are  now  embroiled  with  him 
by  meer  accident;  and  this  moil  advantageoufly  for 
you  J  fince,  had  chey  undertaken  the  war  at  your  re- 
queft,  their  alliance  might  have  been  lefs  liable,  and 
only  to  ferve  a  prefent  turn  :  but  fince  their  ani- 
mofity  arifes  from  injuries  offered  to  themfelves, 
'  their  hollility  will  be  firm;  as  well  on  account  of 
their  fears,  as  of  their  refentmenr.  The  opportunity 
which  nov/  offers  is  nor,  O  Athenians !  to  be  loll, 
nor  Ihould  you  futfer  what  you  have  already  often 
fuffered.  For  had  we,  when  we  returned  from  fuc- 
couring  the  Eub^eans,  when  Hierax  and  Sirarrocles 
from  the  Amphipolitans,  in  this  very  place,  befoughc 
you  to  fail  to  their  aflillance,  and  to  receive  their  citv 
into  your  proteclion;  had  we  then  confulted  our  own 
interell  with  the  fame  zeal  with  which  we  provided 
for  the  fafety  of  the  Eub^ans,  we  had  then  poiieired 
ourfelves  of  Amphipolis,  and  efcaped  the  troubles 
which  have  fince  perplexed  us.  Again,  when  we 
were  firfl  acquainted  with  the  fieges  of  Pydna,  Po- 
tidaa,  Methone,  Pagafai,  and  others  (for  1  will  not 
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wafte  time  in  enumerating  all),  had  we  then  afTidec! 
only  one  of  thefe  with  proper  vigour,  we  fliould  have 
found  Philip  much  humbler,  and  eafier  to  be  dealt 
with  :  whereas  now,  by  confbantly  pretermitting  the 
opportunities  when  they  prefentcd  themfelves,  and 
trufting  in  fortune  for  the  good  fuccefs  of  future 
events,  we  have  encreafed  the  power,  O  Athenians? 
of  Philip  ourfelves,  and  have  raifed  him  higher  than 
any  king  of  Macedonia  ever  was.     Now  then  an  op- 
portunity is  come.     What  is  it?  why  this  which  the 
Olynthians  have  of  their  ov/n  accord  offered  to  this 
city  J  nor  is  it  inferior  to  any  of  thofe  v/e  have  for- 
merly loft.     To  me,  O  Athenians!  it  appears,  that 
if  we  fettle  a  juft  account  with  the  gods,  notwith- 
flanding  all  things  are  not  as  they  ought  to  be,  they 
are  entitled  to  our  liberal  thankfgivings.     For  as  to 
our  loffes  in  war,  they  are  juftly  to  be  fet  down  to 
our  own  negleil :  but  that  we  formerly  fuffered  not 
thefe  misfortunes,  and  that  an  alliance  now  appears 
to  balance  thefe  evils,  if  we  will  but  accept  it :  this, 
in  my  opinion,  muft  be  referred  to  the  benevolence 
of  the  gods.      But  it  happens  as  in  the  affair  of 
riches,  of  which,  I  think,  it  is  proverbially  faid, 
that  if  a  man  prefcrves  the  wealth  he  attains,  he  is 
greatly  thankful  to  fortune  j  but  if  he  infenfibly  con- 
fumes  it,  his  gratitude  to  fortune  is  confumed  at  the 
fame  time.     So  in  public  affairs,  if  we  make  not  a 
right  improvement  of  opportunities,  we  forget  the 
good  offered  us  by  the  gods;  for  from  the  final  event, 
we  generally  form  our  judgments  of  all  that  preced- 
ed,    it  is  therefore  highly  neceffary,  O  Athenians  ! 
to  take  effeftual  care^  that  by  making  a  right  ufe  of 
the  occafion  now  offered  us,  we  wipe  off"  the  ftains 
connaclcd  by  our  former  conduft :  for  ffiould  we, 
O  Athenians!  defert  thefe  people  likewife,  and  Philip 
be  enabled  to  deftroy  Olynthus,  will  any  man  tell  me 
what  afterwards  fliall  ftop  his  future  progrefs,  where- 
everhedefirestoextendit?  But confider,0  Athenians! 
and  fee,  by  what  means  this  Philip,  once  fo  incond- 
9  derable, 
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derable,  is  now  become  fo  great.     He  firfl  became 
mafter  of  Amphipolis,  fecondly  of  Pydna,  next  of 
Potidsaj  and  then  of  Methone,     After  thefe  con- 
queflsj  he  turned  his  arms  towards  Theffaly,  where 
having  reducedPhera,Pagai"ae,Magncria, he  marched 
on  to  Thrace.     Here,  after  he  had  dethroned  fome 
kings,  and  given  crowns  to  others,  he  fell  Tick.    On 
a  fmall  amendment  of  health,  inftead  of  refrefhing 
himfelf  with  repofe,  he  fell  prefently  on  the  Olyn- 
thians.     His  expeditions  againft  the  Illyrians,  the 
Pfeonians,  againft  Arymba,  and  who  can  recount  all 
the  other  nations,  I  omit.     But  fhould  any  man  fay, 
why  therefore  do  you  commem.onue  thefe  things  to 
us  now?  my  anfwer  is,  that  you  may  know,  O  Athe- 
nians! and  fenfibly  perceive  thefe  two  things:  Firfl:, 
how  pernicious  it  is  to  negled:  the  leaft  article  of, 
what  ought  to  be  done  j  and,  fecondly,  that  you  may 
difcern  the  reftlefs  difpofuion  of  Philip  to  undertake, 
and  his  alacrity  to  execute:  whence  we  may  conclude, 
he  will  never  think  he  hath  done  enough,  nor  indulge 
himfelf  in  eafe.     If  then  his  difpohtion  be  to  aim  ftill 
at  greater  and  greater  conquefts,  and  ours  to  negled; 
every  brave  meafure  for  our  defence;  confider,  in 
what  event  we  can  hope  thefe  things  fliould  termi- 
nate! Good  gods!  is  there  any  of  you  fo  infatuated, 
that  he  can  be  ignorant  that  the  war  will  come  home 
to  us,   if  we  negleil  it  ?  and  if  this  fhould  happen, 
I  fear,  O  Athenians!  that  we  fhall  imitate  thole  who 
borrow  money  at  great  ufury,  who,  for  a  ihort  af- 
fluence of  prefent  wealth,  art  afterwards  turned  out 
of  their  original  patrimony.     So  we  (liall  be  found 
to  pay  dearly  for  our  floth  j  and  by  giving  our  minds 
entirely  up   to  pleafure,    fliall    bring   on   ourfelves 
many  and  grievous  calamities,  againll  our  will  fhall 
be  at  laft  reduced  to  a  neceffity  of  action,  and  to 
contend  even  for  our  own  country.     Perhaps  fome 
one  may  objevft,  that  to  find  fault  is  cafy,  and  with- 
in any  man's  capacity;  but  to  advife  proper  mea- 
fures  to  be  taken  in  the  prefent  exigency,  is  the  pare 
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of  a  counfellor.  I  am  not  ignorant,  O  Athenians? 
that  not  thofe  who  have  been  the  firft  caules  of  the 
misfortune,  but  thofe  who  have  afterwards  deliver- 
ed their  opinions  concerning  it,  fall  often  under 
your  fevere  difpleafure,  when  the  fuccefs  doth  not 
anfwer  their  expectations.  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  do 
not  fo  tender  my  own  fafety,  that  from  any  regard 
to  that,  I  fhould  conceal  what  I  imagine  may  con- 
duce to  your  welfare. 

The  meafures  you  are  to  take  are,  in  my  opinion, 
two  :  Firft,  to  preferve  the  Olynthian  cities,  by  fend- 
ing a  fupply  of  men  to  their  affiflance ;  fecondly,  to 
lavage  the  country  of  the  enemy  j  and  this  by  attack- 
ing it  both  by  fea  and  land.  If  either  of  thefe  be 
neglefled,  I  much  fear  the  fuccefs  of  your  expedition : 
for  fhould  he,  while  you  are  wafting  his  territories, 
by  fubm.itting  to  fuffer  this,  take  Olynthus  •,  he  will 
be  eafily  able  to  return  home,  and  defend  his  own. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  only  fend  fuccours  to  the 
Olynthians ;  when  Philip  perceives  himfelf  fafe  at 
home,  he  will  fet  down  before  Olynthus,  and  emiploy- 
ing  every  artifice  againft  the  town,  will  at  length 
mafter  it.  "We  muft  therefore  affift  the  Olynthians 
with  numerous  forces,  and  in  two  fevcral  places. 
This  is  my  advice  concerning  the  manner  of  our 
affifting  them.  As  for  the  fupply  of  money  to  be 
raifed;  you  have  a  treafury,  O  Athenians!  you  have 
a  treafury  fuller  of  money,  fet  apart  for  military  ufes, 
than  any  other  city  of  Greece :  this  fund  you  may 
apply  according  to  your  pleafure,  on  this  occafion  : 
if  the  army  be  fupplied  this  way,  you  will  want  no 
tax :  if  not,  you  will  hardly  find  any  tax  fufBcient. 
What  ?  fays  fome  one,  do  you  move  to  have  this 
fund  applied  to  the  army  ?  not  I  truly  3  I  only  fuggeft 
that  an  army  fhould  be  levied  ;  that  this  fund  fhould 
be  applied  to  it ;  that  thofe  who  do  their  duty  to  the 
public,  fhould  receive  their  reward  from  it;  where- 
as, in  celebrating  the  public  feftivals,  much  is  re- 
ceived by  thofe  who  do  nothing  for  it. 

As 


OF   DEMOSTHENES.  ^f 

As  to  the  reft,    I  think,    all   fhould  contribute 
largely,  if  much  wanted,  lefs,  if  little.     Money  is 
wanted,  and  without  it,  nothing  which  is  necelfary 
to  be  done  can  be  performed.     Others  propofe  other 
means  of  railing  it ;  of  which  do  you  fix  on  that 
which  fcems  molt  advantageous,  and  apply  yourfelves 
to  your  prefervation,  while  you  have  an  opportunity : 
for  you  ought  to  confider  and  weigh  well  the  pofcure 
in  which  Philip's  affairs  now  ftand  :  for  it  appears  to 
me,  that  no  man,  even  though  he  hach  not  examined 
them  with  much  accuracy,  can  imagine  them  to  be 
in  the  faireft  fituation.    He  would  never  have  entered 
into  this  war,   had   he  thought  it  would  have  been 
protracted.     He  hoped,  at  his  very  entrance  to  have 
carried  all  things  before  him,  which  expectation  hath 
deceived  him.     This,  therefore,  by  falling  out  con- 
trary to  his  opinion,  hath  given  him  the  tiiit  fliock, 
and  much  dejeded  him.     Then  the  comoiotions  iu 
Thcflaly  :  for  thefe  arc  by  nature  the  molt  perfidious 
of  mortals,  and  have  always  proved  foj  as  fuch  he 
hath  now  fuHiciently  experienced  them.     They  h?.ve 
decreed  to  demand  Pegafjc  of  him,  and  to  forbid 
the  fortifying  Magnefia.     I  have  moreover  heard  ic 
laid,    that  the  ThelHilians  would    no   longer  open 
their  ports  to  him,  nor  fuffer  his  fleets  to  be  victualled 
in  their  markets ;  for  that  thefe  fliould  go  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  republics  of  Thelfaly,  and  not  to  the  ulc 
of  Philip.     But  fliould  he  be  deprived  of  thefe,   he 
will  find  himfelf  reduced  to  great  ftreights  to  proviiac 
for  his  auxiliaries.     And  further;  can  we  fuppufe 
that  PjEonia  and  illyria,  and  all  the  other  cities,  will 
chufe  rarher  to  be  fiaves  than  free,  and  their  owa 
mafliers  ?  They  are  not  inured  to  bondage,  and  the 
man  is,  as  they  lay,  prone  to  infolcncc ;  whicii  is  in- 
deed very  credible;  for  unmerited  fuccefs  entirely 
perverts  the  underltanding  in  weaker  minds  ;  wlicnce 
it  is  often  more  diflicult  to  retain  advantages,  than 
it  was  to  gain  them.     It  is  our  parts  then,  O  Athe- 
nians !  to  take  advantage  of  this  diltrefs  of  Philip, 

to 
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to  undertake  the  bufinefs  with  the  utmoO:  expedition  5 
not  only  to  difpatch  the  necefTary  ennbaffieSj  but  to 
follow  them  with  an  army,  and  to  flir  up  all  his  other 
enemies  againft  him  :  for  we  may  be  afiured  of  this, 
that  had  Philip  the  fame  opportunity,  and  the  war 
was  near  our  borders,  he  would  be  abundantly  ready 
to  invade  us.  Are  you  not  then  afhamed  through 
fear  to  omit  bringing  that  on  him,  when  you  have  an 
opportunityj  which  he,  had  he  that  opportunity, 
"would  furely  bring  on  you  ?  Befides^  let  none  of 
you  be  ignorant,  that  you  have  now  your  option, 
whether  you  fliall  attack  him  abroad,  or  be  attacked 
by  him  at  homej  for  if  the  Olynthians,  by  your 
afliftance,  are  preferved,  the  kingdom  of  Philip  will 
be  by  your  forces  invaded;  and  you  may  then  retain 
your  own  dominions,  your  own  city  in  fafety;  but 
Ihould  Philip  once  mafter  the  Olynthians,  who  would 
oppofe  his  march  hither?  the  Thebans?  let  me  not 
be  thought  too  bitter,  if  I  fay,  they  would  be  ready 
to  affift  him  againft  us.  The  Phocians  ?  they  are  not 
able  to  fave  themfelves,  unlefs  you,  or  fome  one  elfe 
will  affift  them.    But  my  friend,  fays  one,  Philip  will 

have  no  defire  to  invade  us. 1  anfwer,  it  would 

furely  be  moft  abfurd,  if  what  he  imprudently  now 
threatens  us  with,  he  would  not,  when  he  conveni- 
ently could,  perform.  As  to  the  difference,  whether 
the  war  be  here  or  there,  there  is,  1  think,  no  need 
of  argument;  for  if  it  was  ncceflary  for  you  to  be 
thirty  days  in  the  field  within  your  own  territories^ 
and  to  fuftain  your  army  with  your  own  product, 
fuppofing  no  enemy  there  at  the  fame  time;  I  fay, 
the  lolTes  of  your  huft)andmen,  who  fupply  thofe 
provifions,  would  be  greater  than  the  whole  expence 
of  the  preceding  war.  But  if  an  aftual  war  fhould 
come  to  our  doors,  what  lofles  muft  we  then  expeft  ? 
Add  to  this,  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  and  that 
which  to  generous  minds  is  not  inferior  to  any  lofsy 
the  difgrace  of  fuch  an  incident.  It  becomes  us  all, 
therefore,  wh? n  v/e  confider  all  thefe  things,  to  apply 

our 
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our  iitmoft  endeavours  to  expel  this  war  from  our 
borders  J  the  rich,  that  for  the  many  things  they 
poflefs,  parting  with  a  little,  they  may  fecure  the 
quiet  pofTefTion  of  the  reft  j  the  young  men,  that 
having  learnt  experience  in  the  artof  war,  at  Philip's 
expence,  in  his  country,  they  may  become  formidable 
defenders  of  their  own  j  the  orators,  that  they  may 
be  judicially  vindicated  in  the  advice  they  have 
given  to  the  republic  ;  fince  according  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  meafures  taken  in  confequence  of  their 
opinions,*  fo  you  will  judge  of  the  advifers  them- 
felves.  May  this  fuccefs  be"  happy,  for  the  fake  of 
every  one  ! 
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IT  would  be  a  ftrange  confideration  (falt'i  Cicero) 
that  while  U)  many  ^^xcellent  remedies  have  been 
difcovered  for  the  feveral  difeafes  of  the  human 
body,  the  mind  fhould  be  left, without  any  affiftance 
to  alleviate  and  repel  the  disorders  which  befal  it. 
The  contrary  of  this  h.-  aflerts  to  be  true,  and  pre- 
fcribes  philofophy  to  us,  as  a  certain  and  infallible 
method  to  aflTwage  and  remove  all  thofe  peturbations 
which  are  liable  to  affedl  this  nobler  part  of  man. 

Of  the  fame  opinion  were  all  thofe  wife  and  illuf- 
trious  ancients,  whofe  writings  and  fayings  on  this 
fubjecfl  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us.  And  when 
Seneca  tells  us,  that  virtue  is  fufficient  to  fubdue  all 
our  paffions,  he  means  no  other  (as  he  explains  it  in 
many  parts  of  his  works)  than  that  exalted  divine 
philofophy,  which  confided  not  in  vain  pomp,  orufe- 
lefs  curiofity,  nor  even  in  the  fearchof  moreprofitablc 
knowledge,  but  in  acquiring  folid  lading  habits  of 
virtue,  and  ingrafting  them  into  our  characfter.  It 
was  not  the  bare  knowing  the  right  way,  but  the  con- 

itant 
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ftsnt  and  fteady  walking  in  it,  which  thofe  glorious 
•wrirers  recommended  and  dignified  by  the'  auguft 
names  o( philofopby  and  virtue;  which  two  wordsj  if 
they  did  not  always  ufe  in  a  fynonymous  ^tn{ti,  yet 
they  all  agreed  in  this,  that  virtue  was  the  conlum- 
mation  of  true  philolbphy. 

Now  that  this  fupreme  philofophy,  this  habit  of 
virtue,  which  ftrengthened  the  mind  of  a  Socrates,  or 
a  Brutus,  is  really  fuperior  to  every  evil  which  can 
attack  us,  I  make  no  doubt  j  but  in  tru:h,  this  is  to 
have  a  found,  not  a  ficldy  conflitutioa.  With  all 
proper  deference  therefore  to  fuch  great  authorities, 
they  feem  to  me  to  affert  no  more  than  that  health 
is  a  remedy  againft  difeafe ;  for  a  foul  once  poffcITed 
of  that  degree  of  virtue,  which  can,  without  emotion, 
look  on  poverty,  pain,  difgrace,  and  death,  as  things 
jndifi^erent^  a  foul,  as  Horace  expreffes  it, 

1'otus  teres  atque  rotundus, 

or,  according  to  Seneca,  which  derives  all  its  comfort 
frcm  WITHIN,  not  from  without  ;  which  can  look 
down  on  all  the  ruffling  billows  of  fortune,  as  from 
a  rock  on  fliore,  we  furvey  a  tempeftuous  fea,  with 
unconcern  j  fuch  a  foul  is  furely  in  a  ftate  of  health, 
"which  no  vigour  of  bodily  conRitution  can  refemble. 

And  as  this  health  of  the  mind  exceeds  that  of  the 
body  in  degree,  fo  doth  it  in  confcancy  or  duration. 
In  the  latter,  the  tranfition  from  perfecl  health  to 
ficknefs  is  eafy,  and  often  fudden  j  v/hereasthe  for- 
mer being  once  firmly  eftablifned  in  the  robuft  ftate 
above  defcribed,  is  never  afterwards  liable  to  be 
fhocked  by  any  accident  or  impulfe  of  fortune. 

It  muft  beconr'effed  indeed,  that  thofe  great  ma^eri 
have  pointed  out  the  way  to  this  philofophy,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  allure  and  perfuade  others  into  it; 
but  as  it  is  certain  that  few  of  their  difciples  have 
been  able  to  arrive  at  its  perfection  ;  nay,  as  fever al 
of  the  mailers  themfeiv^s  have  done  little  honour  to 

their 
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their  preceptSj  by  their  example?,  there  I'eeir.s  ftill 
great  occafion  for  a  mental  phyfjcian,  who  lliould 
confider  the  human  mind  (as  is  often  the  cafe  of  the 
body)  in  too  weak  and  depraved  a  fituation  to  be 
reftored  to  firm  vigour  and  fanity,  and  fhould  propoie 
rather  to  palliate  and  kffen  its  diforders,  than  ab- 
foincejy  to  cure  them* 

To  conhder  the  whole  catalogue  of  difeafes,  to 
which  our  minds  are  liable,  and  to  prefcribe  proper 
remedies  for  them  all,  would  require  a  much  longer 
treatife  than  what  1  no'vv  incend  j  I  (hall  confine  my- 
felf  therefore  to  one  only,  and  to  a  particular  ipecies 
of  that  one,  172.  to  afriitiion  fcr  the  death  ofcurfrUnis, 

This  is  a  malady  to  which  the  beft  and  worthieft 
of  men  are  chiefly  liable.  It  is,  like  a  fever,  the 
diilcmper  of  a  rich  and  generous  conftitution.  In- 
deed, we  may  fay  of  thole  bafe  tempers^  v^/hicii  are 
totally  incapable  of  being  afiedled  with  it,  what  a 
witty  phyfician  of  the  laft  age  faid  of  a  Ihattercd  and 
rotten  carcafe,  that  they  are  not  worth  preferving. 

For  this  rcafon  the  calm  demeanour  of  Stilpo  the 
philofopher,  who,  when  he  had  loft  his  children  ac 
the  taking  Megara  by  Demetrius,  concluded,  be  had 
left  nctkini^^  fcr  that  he  cc.rr'iai  all  ivhich  zcas  bis  ou:n 
r.hoiu  him.,  hath  no  charms  for  me.  I  am  more  a[)t.to 
impute  fuch  fudden  tranquillity,  at  f)  o!-eat  a  l-jfs, 
to  oftentation  or  obduracy,  than  to  ccnfummate  vir- 
tue. It  is  rather  wanting  the  afF.clion  than  con- 
(juering  it.  To  overcome  the  affliction  arifingfrom 
the  lofs  of  our  friends,  is  great  and  praife- worthy  ; 
but  it  requires  fome  reafon  and  x'wvx.  This  l\Hidea 
unruiHed  compofure  is  ov.ing  to  mere  infenfibilitv  ; 
to  a  depravity  of  ttic  lieart,  nc-:  goodntfs  o{  the  un- 
derftanding. 

But  in  a  mind  of  a  different /raft,  in  one  fufceptible 
of  a  tender  a(fc(flion,  fortune  can  ni:ike  no  other 
ravage  equal  to  fuch  a  iof:.  it  is  tearing  the  hear:, 
the  foul  from  the  body  ;  not  l>y  a  moment iry  opera- 
tion, like  that  f.y  v.'hich  the  m<,t.  cruel  tormentors  of 
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the  body  loon  dellroy  the  fubjc'd  of  their  cruelty ; 
but  by  a  continued,  tedious,  though  violent  agita- 
tion ;  the  foul  having  this  double  unfortunate  fupe- 
rioricy  to  the  body,  that  ita  agonies,  as  they  are  more 
exquifite,   fo  they  are  more  lading. 

If  however  this  calamity  be  not  in  a  more  humane 
difpofition  to  be  prefently  or  totally  removed,  an 
attempt  tolelfen  it  is,  however,  worth  our  attention. 
He  who  could  reduce  the  torments  of  the  gout  to  one 
half  or  a  third  of  the  pain,  would,  I  appiehend,  be 
a  phvfician  in  i.iuch  vogue  and  requeft  ;  and  furely. 
Tome  palliative  remedies  are  as  much  worth  our  feek- 
ing  in  the  mental  diforder  ;  efpecially  if  this  latter 
Ihould  (as  appears  to  me  who  have  felt  both)  exceed 
tlie  former  in  its  anguiPn  a  hundred  fold. 

I  v/ill  proceed,  theicfore,  witliout  further  apology, 
to  prcfeiit  my  reader  v.'ith  the  befi:  prefcriptions  I 
am  capable  of  furnifhing  ;  many  of  vi'hich  have  this 
uncommon  recomm.endacion,  that  I  have  tried  them 
upon  myfelf  witli  fome  fucctfs.  And  if  Montaigne 
be  right  in  his  choice  of  a  phvfician,  who  had  himfclf 
liad  the  difeafe  v\hich  he  undertook  to  cure,  I  fi-iall 
at  ieail;  have  that  pretenfion  to  fome  confidence  and 
regard. 

And  (irfl,  by  way  of  preparative  ;  while  we  yet 
enjovo'.ir  friends,  and  no  immediate  danger  threatens 
us  of  loHntr  rl'.em,  nothing  can  be  wholefomer  than 
frequent  rertrL^ions  on  the  certainty  of  this  lofs,  how- 
ever dillant  it  niay  then  appear  to  us;  for  if  it  be 
worthour while  to  prepare  the  bodvfordifeafes  which 
may  poffibly  (or  at  moil:  probably)  attack  us,  how 
much  more  neceil'u-y  muft  it  fccm  cofurnifli  the  mind 
with  every  allKlance  to  encounter  a  calamity,  which 
our  own  death  onlv,  or  the  previous  determination 
of  our  friendriTip,  can  prevent  from  happening  to  us. 

It  hath  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  firft  ingredi- 
ents of  a  i::i/e  man,  that  nothing  befalls  him  entirely 
iiiifortfecnj  and  unexpected.      And  this  is  furely  the 
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principal  means  of  taking  his  happinefs  or  mifery  out 
of  the  hands  of  fortune.  Pleafure  or  pain,  which 
feize  us  unprepared,  and  by  furprize,  iiave  a  double 
force,  and  are  both  more  capable  of  iubduing  the 
mind,  than  when  they  come  upon  us  looking  for 
them,  and  prepared  to  receive  ciiem.  Thatpieafure 
is  heightened  by  long  expeiStation,  appears  to  me  a 
great  though  vulg.ir  error.  The  mind,  by  conflant 
premeditation  on  cither,  leilens  the  fweetnefs  of  ths 
one,  and  bitternefs  of  the  other.  Ic  hath  been  well- 
faid  of  lovers,  who  for  along  time  procraftinate  and 
delay  their  happinefs,  that  theyhave  loyed  themfelves 
out  before  they  come  to  the  a6tual  enjoyment;  this 
is  as  true  in  the  more  ungrateful  article  of  afili6lion. 
The  objeifls  of  our  paflions,  as  v^'cll  as  of  our  appe- 
tites, may  be  in  a  great  meafure  devoured  by  imagi- 
nation ;  and  grief,  like  hunger,  may  be  fo  palled  and 
abated  by  expeflation,  that  u  may  retain  no  Iharpnefs 
when  its  food  is  fet  before  it. 

The  thoughts  which  are  to  engage  our  confidera- 
tion  on  this  head,  are  too  various,  and  many  of  them 
too  obvious,  to  be  enumerated  ;  the  principal  are 
furely,  Firfl:,  the  certainty  of  the  diiTolution  of  this 
alliance,  hovv^ever  fweet  it  be  to  us,  or  however  clofely 
t,he  knot  be  tied.  Secondly,  the  extreme  (hortnefs  of 
its  duration,  even  at  tiie  bed.  And,  Thirdly,  the 
many  accidents  by  which  ic  is  daily  and  hourly  liable 
of  being  brought  to  an  end. 

Mad  not  the  wife  man  frequently  meditated  on 
liiele  fubjefts,  he  would  not  have  coolly  anfwered  the 
perfon  who  acquainted  him  v.-ith  the  death  of  his  foil 
— I  KNEW  /  had  begot  a  Mortal.  Wh.ercas  by  the 
behaviour  of  fome  on  thefe  occafions,  we  m'ght  be 
almofl:  induced  to  fufpe(5l  they  were  dilappointed  in 
rheir  hopes  of  their  friend's  immortality  j  that  fome- 
thing  uncommon,  and  beyond  the  general  (arc  of 
men,  had  happened  to  them.  In  a  word,  that  they 
had  Mattered  ciicir  fondnefs  for   their   children   an<,l 
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friends  as   fnclniriaflicdily   as   ihc   poets  have   rherr 
works,   which 

.„ ;;/.^  "jovis  rra  nee  ign^s^ 

J^tc pcterit  Jerrumy  nee  edax  abolerc  z'Cttifias, 

Nor  is  there  any  diiTuarivf  from  fuch  conceinpla- 
tiun  :  Ic  is  no  breach  of  fricndfhip,  nor  violence  oi 
paternal  fondnefs;  for  the  event  we  dread  and  deteft, 
IS  not  by  th.cfe  n>eans  forwarde(',  as  finnple  perfons 
tiiink  their  ov;ii  death  wourd  be  by  making  a  \y\\\. 
On  the  contrary,  the  fweeteft  and  nioft  rapturous  en- 
joynierus  are  thus  promoted  anci  encouraged  :  for 
Vv'hat  can  be  a  more  delightful  thought  than  to  alfure 
'ourfelveSj  after  fuch  refletlions,  that  the  evil  we.  ap- 
prehend, and  wl^lch  might  fo  probably  have  happened, 
hat!i  been  yet  fortunately  efcaped.  If"  it  be  true,  that 
tlie  lofs  of  a  bielTins;  teaches  us  its  true  value,  will  not 
thefc  ruminations  on  thecertaintvoflonns"  our  friends, 
and  tiic  ui-.certainty  of  cur  enjoyrrient  of  them,  add  a 
relifli  to  the  prelent  polfenion  ?  Shall  Vv'e  notj  in  a 
vord,  return  to  their  converfation,  after  fuch  reflec- 
lions,  with  the  fame  eacernefs  and  extacy,  with  which 
we  receive  thofe  we  love  into  our  arms,  when  we  firlt 
\vake  from  a  dream  which  hath  tcrriiied  us  with 
their  deaths  ? 

f  jius  then  we  have  a  double  incentive  to  thefe 
mwitations;  as  they  fcrve  as  well  to  heighten  cur 
prefent  enjoyment,  as  to  \i:{\cvi.  our  future  lofs,  and  to 
fortify  us  again'c  it.  I  lliail  now  proceed  to  give  my 
reader  fmie  i.nftructions  for  his  conduct,  when  this 
dreadful  catallrophe  h:^i\\  actually  befallen  him. 

And  here  I  addrefs  myfclf  to  common  men,  and 
who  partake  of  the  more  amiable  weaknefies  of  hu- 
man nature  ;  not  to  thoie  elevated  fouls  whom  the 
Confummation  of  virtue  and  philofophy  hath  raifed  to 
a  divine  pitch  of  excellence,  and  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  humnn  calamity  ;'  f  jr  which  reafon  I  do  not 
txpccl  this  iofs  fhall  be  received  with  the  ccmpofure 

of 
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oFStilpo.  Nayj  I  OkiU  nor  regard  tears,  lamentarions,- 
or  any  other  indulgence  to  the  firft  agonies  of  our 
grief  on  fo  dreadful  an  occafion,  as  marks  of  effemi- 
nacy ;  but  fhail  rather  eileem  them  as  the  fymptoms 
of  a  laudable  tendernefsj  thaii  of  a  contemptible  im- 
becillity  of  heart. 

However,  though  I  admit  the  firft  emotions  of  our 
grief  to  be  fo  far  ineliftible,  chat  they  are  not  to  be 
inftantly  and  abfolutely  overcome,  yet  we  are  not,  on 
the  other  fide,  totally  to  abandon  ourfelvesto  them. 
Wifdom  is  our  fiiield  againfl  all  calamity,  and  this  we 
are  not  cowardly  to  throw  away,  though  fome  of  the 
Iharper  darts  oi  fortune  may  have  pierced  us  througli 
it.  The  mind  of  a  wife  man  may  be  rufiied  and  dif- 
ordered,  but  cannon  be  fubdued  ;  in  the  former  it 
differs  from  the  perfeclioia  of  the  Deity.;  in  the  lat- 
ter, from  the  abjeft  condition  of  a  fooL 

Vv  ith  whatever  violence  our  paffjons  at  firft  attack 
Ds,  they  vjill  in  time  fubiide.  It  is  then  that  reafon 
is  to  be  called  to  our  affifiance,  and  we  flaould  ufe 
e  /ery  fuggellion  which  it  can  lend  to  our  relief;  our 
titmofl:  force  being  to  be  exerted  to  repel  aiid  fubdue 
an  enemy  when  he  begins  to  retreat ;  this  indeed, 
one  would  imagine^  R-jOuld  want  little  or  no  perfuafion 
to  recoinmend  it ;  inafmuch  as  we  all  naturally  purfue 
happinefs  and  avoid  mifery. 

There  are,  however,  twocaufes  of  our  unwilling- 
nefs  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  reafon  on  this  occa- 
fion. TheHrllis,  a  foolifli  opinion,  that  fricndlhip 
requires  an  exorbitant  afiiivftion  of  us;  that  we  are 
thus  difcharging  our  duty  to  the  dead,  and  offering 
(according  to  the  fuperlViiion  of  the  ar.cie/-rs)  an 
agreeable  facrifice  to  their  manes;  the  other,  and 
perhaps  the  commoner  motive  is,  the  immediate  fa- 
tisfa6lion  we  ourfclves  feel  in  this  indulgence;  which, 
though  attended  with  very  dreadful  confetjucnces, 
gives  the  fame  prefent  relief  to  a  tender  difpofition, 
ibat  air  or  water  brings  to  one  in  a  high  [ever. 
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Nov/  what  can  poffibly,  on  the  lead  examination, 
appear  more  abfurd  than  the  former  of  thefe  ?  When 
the  grave,  beyond  which  we  can  enter  into  no  en- 
gagcnieiit  with  one  another,  hath  diflolved  all  bonds 
of  Iriendiliip  between  us,  and  removed  the  object  of 
our  alTcdVion  far  from  the  reach  of  any  of  our  offices  j 
can  any  thing  be  more  vain  and  ridiculous,  than  to 
nourilh  an  affliclion  to  our  own  mifery,  by  which  we 
can  convey  ncirher  profit  nor  pleafure  to  our  friend! 
But  I  fhall  not  dwell  on  an  abfurdity  fo  monftrous  in 
itlelf,  that  the  bare  fird  mention  throws  it  in  a  light, 
which  no  illuilration  nor  argument  can  heighten. 

And  as  to  the  fecond,  it  is,  as  I  have  faid,  like 
thofe  indulgencies,  which,  however  pleafanl  theyiriay 
be  to  the  diftemper,  ferveonly  to  encreafe  it,  and  for 
which  we  are  fure  to  pay  the  bittereft  agonies  in  the 
end.  Nothing  can  indeed  betray  a  weaker  or  more 
childifK  temper  of  mind  thah  this  conduft;  by  which, 
like  infants,  we  rejeft  a  rem.edy,  if  it  be  the  lealt 
diftaftefid  ;  and  are  ready  to  receive  any  grateful 
food,  without  regarding  the  nourifhment  which  at 
the  fame  time  we  contribute  to  the  difeafe. 

Without  ftaying  therefore  longer  to  argue  with 
fuch,I  Ihall  firil  recommend  to  mydifciple  or  patient, 
of  another  complexion,  carefully  to  avoid  all  circum- 
fcances  which  may  revive  the  memory  of  thedeceafed,- 
whom  it  is  now  his  bufinefs  to  forget  as  fafl,  and  as 
much  3S  poflible  ;  v.'hereas,  fuch  is  theperverfencfs  of 
pur  natures,  we  are  condantly  endeavouring,  at  every 
opportunity,  to  recal  to  our  remembrance  the  wordi, 
looks^  gedures,  and  other  particularities  of  a  friend. 
Qne  carries  about  with  him  thepiclurej  a  fecond  the 
hair;  and  others,  fome  little  gift  or  token  of  the 
fdeadj  as  a  memorial  of  their  lofs.  What  is  all  this 
lefs  than  being  felf-tormentors,  and  playing  with 
aiBiction?  Indeed,  tim.e  is  the  trueftand  be(t  phyfici.%n 
on  thefe  occafionsj  and  our  wifeft  part  is  to  lend  him 
the  utmo'l  afTiftancewe  canj  whereas,  by  purfuingthe 
methods  I  have  here  objedled  to.  wewithftand  with 

all 
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all  our  might  the  aid  and  coaitbrt  wliich  that  great 
reliever  of  human  mifery  fo  kindly  offers  us. 

Diverfions  of  the  lighted  kind  have  been  recom- 
mended as  a  remedy  for  afrIic5lion  ;  but  for  my  part, 
I  rather  conceive  they  vvill  encreafe  than  diminifh  itj 
efpecially  where  mufic  is  to  make  up  any  part  of  the 
entertainment  i  for  the  nature  of  this  is  to  footh  or 
inflame,  not  to  alter  our  pafTions.  Indeed,  I  fhould 
rather  propofe  fuch  diveraons  by  way  of  trial  than 
of  cure  j  for  when  they  can  be  purfued  with  any  good 
effect,  our  affliftion  is,  I  apprehend,  very  little  grie- 
vous or  dangerous. 

To  fay- the  truch,  the  phyfic  for  this,  as  well  as 
every  other  miCntal  difordcr,  is  to  be  difpenfed  to  us 
by  philofophy  and  religion.  The  former  of  thefe 
words  (however  unhappily  it  hath  contracted  the 
contempt  of  the  pretty  gentlemen  and  fine  ladies) 
doth  furely  convey  to  thofe  who  underftand  it,  no 
very  ridiculous  idea.  Philofophy,  in  its  purer  and 
flricler  feniG^  means  no  more  than  the  love  of  vvif- 
dom  j  but  in  its  common  and  vulgar  acceptation  ic 
fignifies,  the  fearch  after  wifdom;  or  often,  wifdom 
itfelf  J  for  to  diflinguifli  between  wifdom  and  philo- 
fophy (fays  a  great  writer),  is  rather  matter  of  vain 
curiofity  than  of  real  utility. 

Now  from  this  fountain  (call  it  by  which  of  the 
names  we  pleafc)  may  be  drawn  the  following  coa- 
Tiderations : 

Firfl-,  the  injuftice  of  our  com.plaint,  who  have 
been  only  obliged  to  fulril  the  condition  on  which  we 
firfl:  received  the  good,  whofe  lofs  we  deplore,  -viz. 
that  of  parting  with  it  again.  We  are  tenants  at  will 
to  fortune,  and  as  we  have  advanced  no  confideratioa 
on  our  fide,  can  have  no  right  to  accufe  her  caprice 
in  determining  ouretlate.  However  fliort-lived  our 
poirefiion  hath  been,  it  was  ft  ill  more  than  fhe  pro- 
mifed,  or  we  could  demand.  We  are  already  obliged 
to  her  for  more  than  we  can  pay-,  bur,  like  ungrateful 
perions,  with  whom  o:^.e  denial  cfiaccs  the  rcmem- 
D  4  brunce 
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brance  of  an  hundred  benefits,  we  forget  what  we 
have  already  received  •,  and  rail  at  her^  becaufe  (he  is 
not  pleafed  to  continue  tliofe  favours,  which  of  her 
own  free-vvili  flie  hath  fo  long  bellowed  on  us. 

Again,  as  we  might  have  been  called  on  to  fulfil 
the  condi[ion  of  our  tenure  long  before,  fo,  fooner  or 
later,  of  neceliity  we  muft  have  done  it.  The  longed 
term  we  could  hope  for  is  extremely  fliort,  and  com- 
j)ared  by  Solomon  himfelf  to  the  length  of  a  fpan. 
Of  what  duration  is  this  life  of  man  computed  ?  A 
fcrivener,  who  fells  his  annuity  at  fourteen  years  and 
a  half,  rejoices  in  his  cunning,  and  thinks  he  hath 
outwitted  you,  at  lead:  haU  a  year  in  the  bargain. 

But  who  will  infure  thefe  fourteen  years  ?  No 
man.  On  the  contrary,  how  great  is  the  premium 
for  infuring  you  one  ?  and  great  as  it  is,  he  uho  ac- 
cepts ir,  is  often  a  lofer, 

1  fnall  not  go  into  the  hackneyed  common  place 
of  the  numberlefs  avenues  to  death  j  a  road  almoft 
as  m.ucii  beaten  by  writers,  as  thofe  avenues  to  death 
pre  by  mankind  :  Tibullus  fums  them  up  in  half  a 
vcrfe. 

Lei:  milk  rcpeutc  ^^'>. 

Surely  no  accident  can  befal  our  friend  which 
fhould  fo  little  furprize  usj  for  there  is  no  other 
which  he  may  not  efcape.  In  poverty,  pain,  or 
other  inftances,  his  lot  m.ay  be  harder  than  his 
neighbours.  In  this  the  happieft  and  mod  mifer- 
able,  tlie  greateft  and  lovvcft,  richeft  and  pooreft  of 
mankind  fliare  all  alike. 

It  is  not  then,  it  cannot  be,  death  itfelf  (which  is 
a  part  of  life)  that  we  lament  fhould  happen  to  our 
friend^  but  it  is  the  time  of  his  dying.  We  defire 
not  a  pardon,  we  defire  a  reprieve  only.  A  reprieve, 
for  hovv'  long?  ^ir.e  die.  But  if  he  could  efcape  this 
fever,  chis  fmail-pox,  this  :nda;r,ma:ion  of  the  bowels, 
hp  may  liye  twenty  years.    He  m.ay  foj  but  it  is  more 

probable 
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probable  he  will  not  live  ten  ;  it  is  very  pofTiblej  not 
one.  But  fuppofe  he  fhoiild  have  twenty,  nay  thirty 
years  to  come.  In  profpecl  it  is  true,  the  term  feems 
to  have  fome  duration ;  but  call  your  eyes  backwards, 
and  how  contemptible  the  fpan  appears  :  for  it  hap- 
pens in  life  (however  pleafant  the  journey  may,  be) 
as  to  a  v/eary  traveller,  the  plain  he  is  yet  to  pais  ex- 
tends itfelf  much  larger  to  his  eye  than  that  which 
he  hath  already  conquered. 

And  fuppofe  fortune  fhould  be  fo  generous  to  in- 
dulge us  in  thepofleffion  of  our  vj\(hj  and  give  us  this 
twenty  years  longer  pofledlon  of  our  friend,  fliould 
we  be  then  contented  to  refign  ?  Or  fhali  we  not,  in 
imitation  of  a  child  who  defires  its  mamma  to  (lay 
five  minutes,  and  it  will  take  the  potion,  be  ftill  as 
unwilling  as  ever  ?  I  am  afraid  the  latter  will  be  the 
cafe ;  feeing  that  neither  our  calamity,  nor  the  child's 
phyfjc,  becomes  lefs  naufeous  by  the  delay. 

Bul  admitting  this  condition  to  be  never  fo  hard, 
will  not  philofophy  Ihew  us  the  folly  of  immoderate 
nfflidtion  ?  Can  all  our  forrow  mend  our  cafe?  Can 
we  wafli  back  our  friend  with  our  tears,  or  waft  him 
back  with  our  fighs  and  lamentations  i  It  is  a  foolifh 
mean-fpiritednefs  in  a  criminal,  to  blubber  to  his 
judge  when  he  knows  he  fliall  not  prevail  by  it^  and 
it  is  natural  to  admire  thofe  more  who  meet  their 
fate  with  a  decent  conftancy  and  refignation.  Were 
the  fentences  of  fate  capable  of  remilfion  3  could  our 
forrows  or  fufferings  reltore  our  friends  to  us,  I  would 
commend  him  who  outdid  the  fabled  Niobe  in  weep- 
ing: But  fince  no  I'uch  event  is  to  be  expefted;  fince 
from  that  Bourne  no  Traveller  returns -,  furely  it  is  the 
part  of  a  wife  man,  to  bring  himfelf  to  be  content  in 
a  fituation  which  no  wit  or  wifdom,  labour  or  art, 
trouble  or  pain,  can  alter. 

And  let  us  ferioufly  examine  our  hearts,  whether 
it  is  for  the  fake  of  our  friends  or  ourfelves,  that  we 
grieve.  I  am  ready  to  agree  with  a  celebrated  French 
\yriter.  That  the  lar.icntation  cxp-ajfcd  for  the  lofs  cf  our 
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dear eji- friends^  is  often,  in  reality^  for  ourfehes  \  that  ive 
are  concerned  at  being  lefs  happy ^  lefs  eajy^  and  of  lefs  con- 
feqiience  than  we  were  before  \  and  thus  the  dead  enjoy 
the  honour  of  thofe  tears  which  are  truly  jhed  on  account 
of  the  living:  concluding, — that  in  thefe  nffd^ions  men 
impofe  OH  themfehes.  Now  if,  on  tlie  enquiry,  this 
fnould  be  found  to  be  our  cafe,  I  fhali  leave  the 
patient  to  leek  his  remedy  clfevvhere,  having  firft  re- 
commended to  him  an  aflembly,  a  bail,  an  opera,  a 
play,  an  amour,  or,  if  he  plcafe,  all  of  ihem,  which 
will  very  fpeedily  produce  his  cure.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  if,  after  l\\e  ftriftefl  examination,  it  fliould 
appear  (as  I  make  no  doubt  is  fometimes  the  cafej 
that  our  forrow  arifes  from  that  pure  and  difinterefted 
affection  which  many  minds  are  fo  far  from  being 
capable  of  entertaining,  that  they  can  have  no  idea 
of  it;  in  a  word,  if  it  be  manifeft  that  our  fears  are 
juftly  to  be  imputed  to  our  friend's  account,  it  may 
be  then  worth  our  whde  to  confider  the  nature  and 
degree  of  this  misfortune  which  hath  happened  to 
him  ;  and  if,  on  duly  confidering  ir,  we  Oiould  be 
able  to  demonftrate  to  ourfelves,  that  this  fuppofed 
dreadful  calamity  fnould  exift  only  in  opinion,  and 
all  its  horrors  vanifb,  on  being  clofely  and  nearly 
examined;  then,  I  apprehend,  the  very  foundation 
of  our  grief  will  be  removed,  and  it  murb,  of  neccf- 
fary  confequence,  immicdiately  ceafe. 

I  Ihall  not  attempt  to  make  an  eilimate  of  human 
life,  which  to  do  in  the  mofl  concife  manner,  would 
fill  miore  pages  than  I  can  here  allow  it ;  nor  will  it 
be  necelfary  for  me,  fince  admitting  there  was  more 
real  happinefs  in  life  than  the  wifcil  men  have  al- 
lowed ;„as  the  wcakefl:  and  limpleft  will  be  ready  to 
confefs  that  there  is  much  evil  in  it  likewife  ;  and  as 
I  conceive  every  impartial  man  will,  on  catb'ng  up 
the  whole,  acknowledge  that  the  latter  is  more  than 
a  balance  for  the  former,  I  apprehend  it  will  appear 
fufficiently  for  m.y  purpofe,  that  death  is  not  that  king 
of  terrors  as  he  is  reprefented  to  be. 

Death 
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Death  is  nothing  more  than  the  negation  of  life. 
IC  therefore  life  be  no  general  good,  death  is  no 
general  evil.  Nov/,  if  this  be  a  point  in  judgment, 
who  fhall  decide  it?  Shall  we  prefer  the  judgment 
of  women  and  children,  or  of  wife  men  r  If  of  the 
latter,  fliall  I  not  have  all  their  fufirages  v/ith  me  ? 
Thales,  the  chief  of  the  fages,  held  life  and  death 
as  things  indifferent.  Socrates,  the  greateft  of  all 
the  philofophers,  fpeaks  of  death  as  of  a  deliver- 
ance. Solomon,  who  had  rafted  all  the  fweets  of 
life,  condemns  the  whole  as  vanity  and  vexation: 
and  Cicero  (to  name  no  niore)  whofe  life  had  been 
a  very  fortunate  one,  affures  us  in  his  old  age,  that 
;/  any  of  the  gods  zcould  frankly  cfer  him  to  renew  his 
infancy^  and  live  his  life  over  again,  he  i^ould Jlrenuoujly 
refufe  it. 

But  if  we  will  be  hardy  enough  to  fly  in  the  face 
of  thefe  and  numberlcfs  other  fuch  authorities  ^  if 
wc  will  dill  maintain  that  the  pleafures  of  life  have 
in  them  fomething  truly  folid,  and  worthy  our  re- 
gard and  defire,  we  ihall  nor,  however,  be  bold 
enough  to  fay,  that  thefe  pleafures  are  lafting,  cer- 
tain, or  the  portion  of  many  among  us.  We  fliall 
not,  I  apprehend,  infure  the  poifenion  of  them  to 
our  friend,  nor  fecure  him  from  all  thofe  evils, 
which,  as  I  have  before  faid;  none  have  ever  denitd 
the  real  exiflence  of;  nor  fhall  we  furely  contend, 
that  he  may  not  more  likely  have  efcaped  the  latter, 
than  have  been  deprived  of  the  former. 

I  remember  the  moll  excellent  of  women,  and 
tendereft  of  mothers,  when,  after  a  painful  and  dan^ 
gerous  delivery,  flie  was  told  fhe  had  a  daughter, 
anlwering  i  Good  God!  have  1  produced  a  creature  who 
iS  to  undergo  ivhai  I  have  fuffered!  Some  years  after- 
wards, 1  heard  the  fame  woman,  on  the  death  of  that 
vej-y  child,  then  one  of  the  lovelieft  creatures  ever 
feen,  coaiforting  hcrfclf  with  reflefting,  that  her  child 
could  ncv.  r  know  '^hat  tt  was  to'  feel  juch  a  lofs  as  f:e 
ib£fi  lamented. 

In 
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In  reality,  flie  was  right  in  both  infiances;  and 
however  inltinft,  youth,  a  flow  of  fpirirs,  violent 
attachnK-nts,  and  above  all,  folly  may  blind  us,  the 
day  of  death  is  (to  mod  people  at  lead)  a  day  of 
more  happinefs  than  that  of  o-jr  birth,  as  it  purs  an 
end  to  ail  thole  evils  Vv'hich  the  other  gave  a  begin- 
ning to.  So  juffc  is  that  fentiment  of  Solon,  which 
Croefus  afterwards  experienced  the  truth  of,  and 
which  is  couched  in  thefe  lines: 

-ultima  femp-CT 


Expe^anda  dies  homi^'i,  dici^ue  hiatus 
Ante  obit  urn  nemo^  ■poJiremaQjte  jttnera  debet. 

If  therefore  death  be  i\o  evil,  there  is  certainly  no 
reafon  why  we  fhould  lament  its  having  happened  to 
our  friend  j  but  if  there  be  any  v^hom  neither  his 
own  obfervation,  nor  what  Plato  hath  advanced  in 
his  apology  for  Socrates,  in  his  Crico,  and  his  Pii?e- 
don  i  or  Cicero,  in  the  firft  and  third  books  of  his 
Tufculan  quelHons  ;  or  Montaigne  (if  he  hath  a 
contempt  for  the  ancients),  can  convince,  that  death 
is  not  an  evil  worthy  our  lamentation.  Ice  fuch  a  man 
comfort  himfelf,  that  the  evil  which  his  friend  hath 
fuffered,  he  fhall  himfelf  fliortly  have  his  fiiare  in. 
As  nothing  can  be  a  greater  conlblation  to  a  delicate 
friendfliip  than  this,  fo  there  is  nothing  we  may  fo 
furely  depend  on.  A  few  days  may,  and  a  few  years 
moft  infallibly  will  bring  tiiis  about,  and  vv'e  fhaii 
then  reap  one  benefit  from  the  caufe  of  our  prefenc 
affliction,  that  we  arc  not  then  to  be  torn  from  the 
perfon  we  love. 

'  Thefe  are,  I  fhink,  the  chief  comforts  Vv'hich  the 
voice  of  human  philofophy  can  adminiC^er  to  us  on 
this  Gccafion.  Reiigion  goes  much  farther,  and  gives 
us  a  mofl' delightful  alfurance,  that  our  friend  is  not 
barely  no  lofer,  but  a  gainer  by  his  diiTolution  j  that 
thofe  virtues  and  good  qualities  which  were  the  ob- 
jects of  our  aiTedliion  on  earth,  are  now  become  the 

iounda- 
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■foundation  of  his  happinefs  a:id  reward  in  a  better 
world. 

Laftly  ;  It  gives  a  hope,  the  fweeted,  mod  en- 
dearing, and  ravifhing,  which  can  enter  into  a  mind 
capable  ot\  and  inflamed  with  friendihip.  The  hope 
of  again  meeting  the  beloved  perfon,  of  renewing  and 
cementing  the  dear  union  in  blij.s  everlafling.  This 
is  a  rapture  which  leaves  the  warmed  imagination  at 
a  di dance.  ^Vho  can  ccnccrcc  (lays  SherlocI<,  in  his 
clifcourfe  on  deatii)  the  mellivg  careJJ'es  of  t-wo  fouls  in 
paradife?  What  are  ail  the  traih  and  trifles,  the  bub- 
blesj  bavv^bles  and  gewgaws  of  this  life,  to  fuch  a 
meeting  ?  This  is  a  hope  which  no  reafoning  fnall 
ever  argue  me  out  of,  nor  millions  of  fuch  worlds  as. 
this  (hould  purchafe;  nor  cm  any  man  f]iew  me  its 
abfolute  impofiibiliry,  till  he  can  demondrate  that  it 
is  not  in  tiie  power  of  tntt  Almighty  to  be.dow  ic 
on  me. 
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DIALOGUE 

B  E  T  V/  E  E  N 

ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT, 

AND 

DIOGENES   THE    CYNIC. 


Alexander. 

WHAT  fellow  art  thou,  who  dareft  thus  to  lie 
at  thy  eafe  in  our  prefence,  when  all  others, 
as  thou  feed,  rife  to  do  us  homage  ?  doft  thou  not 
know  us  ? 

Diogenes. 

I  cannot  fay  I  do :  but  by  the  number  of  thy  at- 
tendants, by  the  fplendor  of  thy  habit ;  but,  above 
all,  by  the  vanity  of  thy  appearance,  and  the  arro- 
gance of  thy  fpeech,  1  conceive  thou  mayft  be  Alex- 
ander the  fon  of  Philip. 

Alexander. 

And  who  can  more  juftly  challenge  thy  rcfpedl, 

{han  Alexander,  at  tljc  hfad  of  that  vi^Slorious  arniv* 

Vol.  Vill,  E  wh;# 
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who  hath  performed  fuch  wonderful  exploits*,  and, 
under  his  condudl,  hath  fubdued  the  world  ? 

Diogenes. 
Who  ?  why  the  tailor  who  made  me  this  old  cloke. 

Alexander. 
Thou  art  an  odd  fellow,  and  I  have  a  curiofity  to 
know  thy  nam^. 

DiOGEMS. 

I  am  not  afhamed  of  it :  I  am  called  Diogenes ; 
a  name  compofed  of  as  many  and  as  well-founding 
fy llables  as  Alexander. 

Alexander. 
Diogenesj  I  rejoice  at  this  encounter.  I  have  heard 
of  thy  name,  and  been  long  defirous  of  feeing  thee; 
in  which  wifli,  fincc  fortune  hath  accidentally  favour- 
ed me,  I  (hall  be  glad  of  thy  converfation  a-while : 
and  that  thou  lilvewife  maylt  bs  pleafed  with  our 
meeting,  aik  me  fome  favour ;  and  as  thou  knoweft 
my  power,  fo  flialt  thou  experience  my  will  to  oblige 
thee. 

Diogenes. 
Why  then,  Alexander  the  Great,  I  defire  thee  to 
fland  from  between  me  and  the  fun;  whofe  beams 
thou  haft  withheld  from  me  fome  time,  a  blefTing 
which  it  is  not  in  thy  power  to  recompence  the 
iofs  of. 

Alexander. 
Thou  haft  a  very  fhallow  opinion  of  my  power 
indeed;  and  if  it  was  a  juft  one,  I  ihould  have  tra- 

•  This  is  an  anachrcnifm  ;  for  Diogenes  was  of  Sinope,  and 
the  meeting  between  him  and  Alexander  fell  out  while  the  latter 
was  confederating  the  Grecian  itates  in  the  Peloponnefe  before 
•Jiis  Aliatic  expeditioa  ;  but  that  feafon  would  not  have  furnished 
.fufiiclent  matter  for  this  dialogue ;  we  have  therefore  fixed  the 
"time  of  it  at  the  conqueror's  return  from  India. 

yelled 
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veiled  fo  far,  undergone  fo  much,  and  conquered  To 
many  nations,  to  a  fine  purpole  truly. 

Diogenes, 
That  is  not  my  fault. 

Alexander, 

Dofl  thou  not  know  that  I  am  ible  to  give  thee  a 
kingdom  ? 

Diogenes. 
I  knov;  thou  art  able,  if  I  had  one^  to  take  it  from 
me }  and  I  fliall  never  place  any  value  on  that  which 
fuch  as  thou  art  can  deprive  me  of, 

Alexander. 
Thou  doll:  fpeak  vainly  in  contempt  of  a  power 
which  no  other  man  ever  yet  arrived  at.  Hath  the 
Granicus  yet  recovered  the  bloody  colour  with  which 
I  contaminated  .ics  waves?  Are  not  the  fields  of 
Ifius  and  Artela  dill  white  with  human  bones  ?  Will 
Sufa  fhcw  no  monuments  of  my  vi6lory  ?  Are  Darius 
and  Porus  names  unknown  to  thee?  Have  not  the 
groans  q{  thofe  millions  reached  thy  ears,  who,  but 
for  the  valour  of  this  heart,  and  the  ftrength  of  this 
arm,  had  llill  enjoyed  life  and  tranquillity  ?  Hjth 
then  this  fon  of  Jupiter,  this  conqueror  of  the  worjd^ 
adored  by  his  followers,  dreaded  by  his  foes,  and 
worfliipped  by  all,  lived  to  hear  his  power  con- 
temned, and  the  oifer  of  his  favour  flighted,  by  a 
poor  philolbpher,  a  wretched  Cynic,  whole  cloke 
appears  to  be  his  only  poflefiion  ! 

Diogenes. 

I  retort  the  charge  of  vanity  on  thyfelf,  proud 
Alexander  1  for  how  vainly  dolt  thou  endeavour  to 
raife  thyfelf  on  the  monuments  of  thy  difgrace  !  I 
acknowledge  indeed,  all  the  exploits  thou  hrill  re- 
counted, and  the  millions  thou  haft  to  thv  eternal 
fliame  deftroyed.  But  i^  it  hence  thou  wouldft  claim 
E  a  Jupiter 
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Jupiter  for  thy  father  ?  Hath  not  then  every  plague 
or  pellilential  vapour  the  fame  title?  If  thou  art  the 
dread  of  wretches  to  whom  death  appears  the  greateft 
of  evils,  is  not  every  mortal  difeafe  the  fame?  And  if 
thou  haft  the  adoration  of  thy  fervile  followers,  do 
they  offer  thee  more,  than  they  are  ready  to  pay  to 
every  tinfel  ornament,  or  empty  title  ?  Is  then  the 
fear  or  worfnip  of  flaves  of  fo  great  honour,  when  at 
the  fame  time  thou  art  the  contempt  of  every  brave 
honeft  man,  though,  like  me,  an  old  cloke  fhould 
be  his  only  pofieffion  ? 

Alexander. 

Thou  feemeft,  to  my  apprehenfion,  to  be  igno- 
rant, that  in  profefTing  this  difregard  for  the  glory  I 
have  fo  painfully  atchieved,  thou  art  undermining 
the  foundation  of  all  that  honour,  which  is  the 
encouragement  to,  and  reward  of,  every  thing  truly 
great  and  noble  :  for  in  what  doth  all  honour,  glory, 
and  fame  confift,  but  in  the  breath  of  that  multi- 
tude,whofe  eftimation,  with  fuch  ill-grounded  fcorn, 
thou  doft  affed  to  defpife  ?  A  reward  which  hath 
ever  appeared  fufficient  to  inflame  the  ambition  of 
high  and  exalted  fouls;  though  from  their  mean- 
nefs,  low  minds  may  be  incapable  of  tafting,  or 
rather,  for  which  pride,  from  the  defpair  of  attaining 
it,  may  infpire  thee  to  feign  a  falfe  and  counterfeit 
difdain.  What  other  reward  than  this  have  all  thofe 
heroes  propofed  to  themfelves,  who  rejected  the  en- 
joyments which  eafe,  riches,  pleafure,  and  power, 
have  held  forth  to  them  in  their  native  country,  have 
deferted  their  hom.es,  and  all  thofe  things,  which  to 
vulgar  mortals  appear  lovely  or  defirable,  and,  in 
defiance  of  difficulty  and  danger,  invaded  and  fpoilcd 
the  cities  and  territories  of  others;  when  their  anger 
hath  been  provoked  by  no  injury,  nor  their  hope  in- 
fpired  by  the  profped  of  any  other  good  than  of 
this  very  glory  and  honour,  this  adoration  of  flaves, 

which 
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which  thou,  from  having  never  tailed   its  fweets, 
hall  treated  with  contempt  ? 

Diogenes. 

Thy  own  words  have  convinced  me  (ft.ind  a  little 
more  out  of  the  fun,  if  you  pleafe),  that  thou  haft 
not  the  leaft  idea  of  true  honour.  Was  it  to  depend 
on  the  fufFragcs  of  fuch  wretches,  it  woujd  indeed  be 
chat  contemptible  thing  which  you  reprefent  it  to  be 
eftimated  in  my  opinion  :  but  true  honour  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature;  it  refults  from  the  fecret  fatisfadtion 
of  our  own  minds,  and  is  decreed  us  by  wife  men 
and  the  gods  ;  it  is  the  (hadow  of  wifdom  and  vir- 
tue, and  is  infeparable  from  them  ;  nor  is  it  either  in 
thy  power  to  deferve,  nor  in  that  of  thy  followers 
to  beftow.  As  for  fuch  heroes  as  thou  haft  named) 
who,  like  thyfelf,  were  born  the  curfes  of  mankind, 
I  readily  agree  they  purfue  another  kind  of  glory, 
even  that  which  thou  haft  mentioned,  the  applaufe 
of  their  (laves  and  fycophants  i  in  this  inftance  in- 
deed their  mafters,  fince  they  beftow  on  them  the 
reward,  fuch  as  it  is,  of  all  their  labours. 

Alexander. 

However,  as  you  would  perfuade  me  you  have  fo 
clear  a  notion  of  my  honour,  I  would  be  glad  to  be 
on  a  par  with  you,  by  conceiving  fome  idea  o( 
yours  J  which  I  can  never  obtain  of  the  Ihadow,  till 
I  have  fome  clearer  knowledge  of  the  fubftance,and 
undcrftand  in  what  your  wifdom  and  virtue  confift. 

Diogenes. 

Not  in  ravaging  countries,  burning  cities,  plun- 
dering and  maflacring  mankind. 

Alexander. 

No,  rather  in  biting  and  fnarling  at  them. 

E  3  Djogenes. 
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Diogenes. 

I  fnarl  at  them  becaufe  of  their  vice  and  folly; 
jn  a  word,  beca'.ife  there  are  among  them  many  fucli 
as  thee  and  thy  followers. 

Alexanper. 

If  thou  wouldfl:  confefs  the  truth,  envy  is  the  true 
foiirce  of  all  thy  bitternefs  ;  it  is  that  v/hich  begets 
thy  hatred,  and  from  hatred  comes  thy  railing; 
whereas  the  third  of  glory  only  is  my  motive.  I 
hate  not  thofe  whom  I  artack,  as  plainly  appears  by 
the  clemency  I  fhew  to  them  when  they  are  con- 
quered. 

Diogenes. 

Thy  clemency  is  cruelty.  Thou  giveft  to  one 
■what  thou  hafl;  by  violence  and  plunder  taken  from 
another  J  and  in  fo  doing,  thou  only  raifeif  him  to 
be  again  the  mark  of  fortune's  caprice,  and  to  be 
tumbled  down  a  fecond  time  by  thyfelf,  or  by  fome 
other  like  thee.  My  fnarlirig  is  the  effcdl  of  my 
lovej  in  order,  by  my  inve£lives  againft  vice,  to 
frighten  men  from  it,  and  drive  them  into  the  road 
of  virtue. 

AlexandeRo 

For  which  purpofe  thou  haft  forfworn  fociety,  and 
art  retired  to  preach  to  trees  and  Hones. 

Diogenes. 

I  have  left  fociety,  becaufe  I  cannot  endure  the 
evils  1  fee  and  deteil  in  it. 

Alexander. 

Rather  becaufe  thou  canft  not  enjoy  the  good 
thdu  dolt  covet  in  it.  For  the  fame  reafon  I  have 
left  my  own  country,  which  afforded  not  fufficienc 
food  for  my  ambition «  '  '' 

Diogenes, 
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Diogenes. 

But  I  come  not,  like  thee,  abroad  to  rob  and 
plunder  others.  Thy  ambition  hath  deflroyed  a  mil- 
lion, whereas  I  have  never  occafioned  the  death  of  a 
fingie  man. 

Alexander. 

Becaufe  thou  haft  not  been  able;  but  thou  haft 
done. all  within  thy  power,  by  curfing  and  devoting 
to  defurudion  alrnoft  as  many  as  I  have  conquered. 
Come,  come,  thou  art  not  the  poor-fpirited  fellow 
thou  wouldft  appear.  There  is  more  greatnefs  of 
foul  in  thee  than  at  prefent  fhines  forth.  Poor  cir- 
cumftances  are  clouds  which  often  conceal  and  ob- 
fcure  the  brightell  minds.  Pride  will  not  fuffer  thee 
to  confefs  pafllons  which  fortune  hath  not  put  it  in 
thy  power  to  gratify.  It  is  therefore  that  thou  deniefl 
ambition  j  for  hadll  thou  a  foul  as  capacious  as  mine, 
I  fee  no  better  way  v;hich  thy  humble  fortune  would 
allow  thee  of  feeding  its  ambition,  than  what  thou 
had  chofen  j  for  when  alone  in  this  retreat  which 
thou  haft  chofen,  thou  mayft  contemplate  thy  own 
greatnefs.  Here  no  ftronger  rival  will  contend  with 
thee  ;  nor  can  the  hateful  obje(5ts  of  fuperior  power, 
riches,  or  happinefs,  invade  thy  fight.  But,  be 
honell  and  cor.fefs,  had  fortune  placed  thee  a:  the 
head  of  a  Macedonian  army • 

Diogenes. 

Had  fortune  placed  me  at  the  head  of  the  world, 
it  could  not  have  raifed  me  in  my  ov/n  opinion.  And 
is  this  mighty  foul,  which  is,  it  feeins,  fo  much 
more  capacious  than  mine,  obliged  at  laft  to  fup- 
port  its  fuperioriry  on  the  backs  of  a  multitude  of 
armed  Haves  ?  And  who  in  reality  have  gained  thefe 
conquefts,  and  gathered  all  thefe  laurels,  of  which 
thou  art  fo  vain  ?  Hadft  thou  alone  paft  into  Afia, 
the  Ciiipire  of  Darius  had  ftill  ftood  unftiakcn.    But 

K  4  though 


56     y^  Dialogue  hetween  Alexander  the  Greaty 

though  Alexander  had  never  been  born,  who  will 
fay  the  fame  troops  might  not,  under  fome  other 
general,  have  done  as  grear,  or  perhaps  greater  mif- 
chiefs  ?  The  honour  therefore,  fuch  ai,  it  is,  is  by  no 
means  jullly  thy  own.  Thou  ulurpcft  the  whole, 
when  thou  art,  at  moft,  entitled  to  an  equal  (hare 
only.  It  is  not  then  Alexander,  but  Alexander  and 
his  army  are  fuperior  to  Diogenes.  And  in  what  are 
they  his  fuperiors  ?  In  brutal  flrength — in  which 
they  would  be  again  excelled  by  an  equal  number 
of  lions,  or  wolves,  or  tigers.  An  army  which  would 
be  able  to  do  as  much  more  mifchief  than  them- 
felves,  as  they  are  than  Diogenes. 

Alexander. 

Then  thy  grief  broke  forth.  Thou  hatefl:  us 
becaufe  we  can  do  more  mifchief  than  thyfelf.  And 
in  this  I  fee  thou  claimed  the  precedence  over  me ; 
that  I  make  ufe  of  others  as  the  inftruments  of  my 
conquefts,  whereas  all  thy  raillery  and  curfes  againft 
mankind,  proceed  only  out  of  thy  own  mouth.  And 
if  I  alone  am  not  able  to  conquer  the  world,  thou 
alone  art  able  to  curfe  it. 

Diogenes. 

If  I  defired  to  curfe  it  effeftually,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  do,  than  to  wifh  thee  long  life  and  pro- 
fperity. 

Alexander. 

But  then  thou  muft  wiOi  well  to  an  individual, 
which  is  contrary  to  thy  nature,  who  hateft  ail, 

Diogenes, 

Thou  art  miftaken.  Long  life,  to  fuch  as  thee, 
is  the  greateft  of  curfes ;  for,  to  mortify  thy  pride 
cffe6tually,  know  there  is  not  in  thy  whole  army, 
no,  nor  among  all  the  objecls  of  thy  triumph, 
one  equally  miferable  with  thyfelf;  for  if  the  fatis- 

faction 
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fa(5lion  of  violent  defires  be  happinefs,  and  a  total 
failure  of  fuccefs  in  mod  eager  purfuits,  mifery  , 
(which  cannot,  I  apprehend,  be  doubted),  what  can 
be  more  njiferablej  than  to  entertain  deHres  which 
we  know  never  can  be  farisfied  ?  And  this  a  little 
refl'?(flion  will  teach  thee  is  thy  own  cafe  ;  for  what 
are  thy  defires  ?  not  pleafures ;  with  that  Macedonia 
would  have  furnifhed  thee.  Not  riches;  for  capa- 
cious as  thy  foul  is,  if  it  had  been  all  filled  with 
avarice,  the  wealth  of  Darius  would  have  contented 
it.  Not  power  j  for  then  the  conqueil  of  Porus,  and 
the  extending  thy  arms  to  the  farcheft  limits  of  the 
world*,  muft  have  fatistied  thy  ambition.  Thy  de- 
fire  confifts  in  nothing  certain,  and  therefore  with  no- 
thing certain  can  be  gratified.  It  is  as  reftlefs  as  fire, 
which  ftill  confumes  whatever  comes  in  its  way,  with- 
out determining  where  to  fiop.  How  contemptible 
muit  thy  own  power  appear  to  thee,  when  it  cannot 
give  thee  the  poffenion  of  thy  wifh  ;  but  how  much 
more  contemptible  thy  underftanding,  whicli  cannot 
enable  thee  to  know  certainly  what  that  wifh  is  ? 

Alexander. 

I  can  at  lead  comprehend  thine,  and  can  grant  it. 
I  like  thy  humour,  and  will  dcferve  thy  friendlhip. 
I  know  the  Athenians  have  affronted  thee,  have  con- 
temned thy  philofophy,  and  fufpecSted  thy  morals. 
I  will  revenge  thy  caufe  on  them.  I  will  lead  my 
army  back,  and  punilli  their  ill  ufage  of  thee.  Thou 
thyfelf  fhalt  accompany  us;  and  when  thou  behold- 
cft  iheir  city  in  flames,  fnalt  have  the  triumph  of  pro- 
claiming, that  thy  jufc  refentment  hath  brought  this 
calamity  on  them. 

Diogenes. 

They  do  indeed  deferve  it  at  my  hands  ;  and 
though   revenge   is   not  what  I  profel's,  yet  the  pu- 

•  Which  was  then  known  to  tlie  Greeks. 
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nifhment  of  fuch  dogs  may  be  of  good  example.  I 
therefore  embrace  thy  offer  j  but  let  us  not  be  par- 
ticular, let  Corinth  and  Lacedfemon  (hare  the  fame 
fate.  They  are  both  the  nefl:  of  vermin  only,  and 
fire  alone  will  purify  them.  Gods  !  what  a  delight 
it  will  be  to  fee  the  rafcals,  who  have  fo  only  in  de- 
rifion  called  me  a  fnarling  cur,  roafting  in  their  own 
houfes. 

Alexander. 

Yet,  on  a  fecond  confideration,  would  it  not  be 
wifer  to  preferve  the  cities,  efpeciaily  Corinth,  which 
is  fo  full  of  wealth,  and  only  maflacre  the  inhabit- 
ants ? 

Diogenes. 
D n  their  wealths  I  defpife  it. 

Alexander. 

Well  then,  let  it  be  given  to  the  foldiers,  as  the 
demolition  of  it  will  not  encreafe  the  punifnment  of 
the  citizens,  when  we  have  cut  their  throats, 

Diogenes. 

True Then  you  may  give  fome  of  it  to  the 

foldiers  J  but  as  the  dogs  have  formerly  infulted  me 
with  their  riches,  I  v;ill,  if  you  pleafe,  retain  a  li:tle 
— perhaps  a  moiety,  or  not  much  more,  to  my  own 
life.  It  will  give  me  at  lead  an  opportunity  of 
ihewing  the  world,  I  can  deipife  riches  when  I  pof- 
fefs  them,  as  much  as  I  did  before  in  my  poverty, 

Alexander, 

Art  not  thou  a  true  dog  ?  Is  this  thy  contempt 
of  wealth  ?  This  thy  abhorrence  of  the  vices  of 
mankind  ?  To  facrifice  three  of  the  nobleO:  cities  of 
the  world  to  thy  wrath  and  revenge  !  and  haft  thou 
the  impudence  to  difpute  any  longer  the  fuperiority 
with  me,  who  have  it  in  my  power  to  punifh  my 

enemies 
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enemies  with  death,  while  thou  only  canfl  perfecute 
with  evil  wilhes. 

Diogenes. 

I  have  ftill  the  fame  luperiority  over  thee,  which 
thou  doft  challenge  over  thy  foldiers.  I  would  have 
made  thee  the  tool  of  my  purpofe.  But  I  will  dif- 
courfe  no  longer  with  thee  j  for  I  now  defpife  and 
curfe  thee  more  than  I  do  all  the  world  befides.  And 
may  perdition  feize  thee,  and  all  thy  followers! 

\^Here  feme  of  the  army  would  have  fallen  upon  him, 
but  Alexander  interpofed» 

Alexander. 

Let  him  alone.     I  admire  his  obftinacy ;  nay,  I  al- 

moft  envy  it. Farewel,  old  Cynic;  and  if  it  will 

flatter  thy  pride,  be  alfured,  I  efteem  thee  fo  much, 
that  -juas  I  not  Alexander,  /  could  defire  to  he  Diogenes, 

Diogenes. 
Go  to  the  Gibbet,  and  take  with  thee  as  a  mortifi- 
cation J  that  was  I  not  Diogenes,  I  could  almofi  content 
myfelf  with  being  Alexander, 
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SCENE     I. 
JUPITER,    JUNO. 

Jupiter. 

RAY  be  pacilied. 

Juno.  It  is  intolerable,  infufFerable,  and  I  never 
will  fubmit  to  ir. 

Jup.  But,  my  dear ■ 

Juno.  Good  Mr.  Jupiter,  leave  off  that  odious 
word  ;  you  know  I  detell:  it.  Ufe  it  to  the  trollop 
Venus,  and  the  re(t  of  your  fluts.  It  ibunds  molt 
agreeable  to  their  ears,  but  it  is  naufeous  to  agoddefs 
of  ftridt  virtue. 

Jup.  Madam,  I  do  not  doubt  your  virtue. 

Juno.  You  don't  ?  That  is,  1  fuppofe,  humbly 
infinuating  that  others  do  :  but  who  are  their  divini- 
ties? I  would  be  glad  to  know  who  they  are;  they  are 
neither  Diana  nor  Minerva,  I  am  well  allured  j  both 
of  whom  pity  me,  for  they  know  your  tricks;  rhey 
can  neither  of  ih';m  keep  a  maid  of  honour  for  you. 
J  defire  you  will  treat  me  with  good  manners  at  Icalh 

I  Hiould 
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I  fnould  have  had  that,  if  I  had-married  a  mortal, 
though  he  had  f^)ent  iny  forrunf,  and  lain  with  my 
chambermaids,  as  you  lufFer  men  to  do  with  impu- 
nity—  highly  to  your  honour  be  it  fppken  ! 

J',  p.  Faith  !  Mndam,  I  know  but  one  way  to  pre- 
vent them,  which  is,  by  annihilating  mankind  J  and 
I  fancy  your  friends  below,  the  ladies,  would  hardly 
tha/ik  you  for  obtaining  that  favour  at  my  hands, 

J  UNO.  I  defire  you  would  not  reflect  on  my  friends 
below  ;  it  is  very  well  known,  I  never  fhewed  any 
favour,  but  to  thofe  of  thepurell,  unfported  charac- 
ters. And  all  my  acquaintance,  when  I  have  been 
on  the  earth,  have  been  of  that  kind  ;  for  I  never 
return  a  vifit  to  any  other. 

Jup.  Nay,  I  have  no  inclination  to  find  fault  with 
the  women  of  the  earth ;  you  know  I  like  them  very 
well. 

Juno.  Yes,  the  trollops  of  the  earth,  fuch  as  Venus 
converfes  with.  You  never  iliew  any  civility  to  my 
favourites,  nor  make  the  men  do  it. 

Jup.  My  dear,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  your  fa- 
vourites are  fuch,  that  man  mufl:  be  new  made  before 
he  can  be  brought  to  give  them  the  preference  j  for 
when  I  moulded  up  the  clay  of  mian,  I  put  not  one 
ingredient  in  to  make  him  in  love  with  uglinefs,  which 
is  one  of  the  mod  glaring  qualities  in  all  your  fa- 
vouiites,  whom  Ihave  ever  feen  ;  and  you  muft  not 
wonder,  v.hile  you  have  fuch  favourites,  that  the 
men  flight  them. 

Juno.  The  men  flight  them  1  I'd  have  you  know. 
Sir,  they  flight  the  men  ;  and  I  can,  at  this  moment, 
hear  not  lefs  than  a  thoufand  railing  at  mankind. 

Jup.  Ay,  as  I  hear  at  this  inftant  feveral  grave 
black  gentlemen  railing  at  riches,  and  enjoying 
them,  or  at  leaft  coveting  them,  at  the  fame  time. 

juNo.  Very  fine  1  Very  civil  !  I  underftand  your 

comparifon. VV^ell,  Sir,  you  may  go  on  giving 

an  example  of  a  bad   hufl^and,   but   I  will  not  give 
the  example  of  a  tame  wife ;  and  if  you  will  not 

make 
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make  men  better,  I  will  go  down  to  the  earth  and 
make  women  worfe ;  that  every  houfe  may  be  too 
hot  for  a  huiband,  as  I  will  fhortly  make  heaven  for 
you. 

Jup.  That  I  believe  you  will but  if  you  be- 
gin your  projed:  of  making  women  worfe,  I  will  take 
Hymen,  and  hang  him ;  for  I  will  take  fome  care  of 
my  votaries,  as  well  as  you  of  yours, 

SCENE    II. 

Enter  Apollo. 

Apol.  Mr.  Jupiter,  good-morrow  to  you. 

Jup.  Apolloj  how  dolt  thou  ? — - — You  are  a  wife 
deity,  Apollo ;  prithee  will  you  anfwer  me  one 
queftion  ? 

Apol.  To  my  bed  ability. 

Jup.  You  have  been  much  converfant  with  the 
affairs  of  men,  what  doll  thou  think  the  foolifheit 
thirig  a  man  can  do  ? 

Apol.  Turn  poet. 

Jup.  That  is  honell  enough,  as  it  comes  from  the 
god  of  poets;  but  you  have  milled  the  mark,  for 
certainly  the  foolilhefl:  thing  a  man  can  do,  is  to 
m.arry. 

Apol.  Fie  1  What  is  it  then  in  a  god  ?  Who, 
belides  that  he  oaght  to  be  wifer  than  man,  is  tied 
for  ever  by  his  immortality,  and  has  not  the  chance 
which  you  have  given  to  man,  of  getting  rid  of  his 
wife. 

Jur.  Apollo,  thy  reproof  is  juft:  but  let  us  talk 
of  lomething  eile  ;  for  when  1  am  out  of  the  hearing 
my  wife,  I  beg  I  may  never  hear  of  her. 

Apol.  Have  you  read  any  of  thofe  books  I  brought 
you,  jull  fent  me  by  my  votaries  upon  earth. 

Jup.  I  have  read  them  all. The  poem  is  ex- 
tremely line,  and  the  (imilies  mofl:  beautiful.— Tnerc 
is  indeed  one  little  fault  in  the  fimilics. 

Apol.  Wh:u  is  that  ? 

Vol.  VIII.  F  Jup. 
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Jup.  There  is  not  the  lead  refcmblance  between 
the  things  connparcd  together. 

Apol.  One  half  of  the  fimile  is  goodj  however, 

Jup.  The  dedications  pleafc  me  extremely,  and  I 
am  glad  to  find  there  are  fuch  excellent  men   upon 

earth. There  is  one  whom  I  find  two  or  three 

authors  agree  to  be  much  better  than  any  of  us  in 
heaven  are.  This  dlfcovtry,  together  with  my  wife's 
tongue,  has  determined  me  to  make  a  trip  to  the 
earth,  and  fpend  fome  time  in  fuch  godlike  compa- 
ny.    Apollo,  wil!  you  go  witii  me? 

Apol.  I  would  with  all  my  heart,  but  I  fliall  be  of 
diilervice  to  you  3  for  when  I  was  lafl  on  earth,  tho' 
I  heard  of  thcfe  people,  I  could  not  get  admiiTjon  to 
any  of  them ;  you  had  better  take  Plutus  with  you, 
he  is  acquainted  with  them  ail. 

Jup.  Hang  him,  proud  rafcal,  of  all  the  deities  he 
is  my  averfion  j  I  would  have  kick'd  him  out  of  hea- 
ven long  ago,  but  that  I  am  afraid,  if  he  was  to  take 
his  refidence  entirely  upon  the  earth,  he  would  fo- 
ment a  rebellion  again  ft  me. 

Apol.  Your  fear  has  too  juft  a  ground,  for  the  god 
of  riches  has  more  intereft  there,  than  all  the  other 
gods  put  together:  nay,  he  has  fupplanted  us  in  all 
our  provinces  j   he  gives  wit  to  men  I  never  heard  of, 

and  beauty  to  women  Venus  never  faw. Nay,  he 

ventures  to  make  free  with  Mars  himfclfj  and  fome- 
times,  they  tell  me,  puts  men  at  the  head  of  military 
affairs,  who  never  law  an  enemy,  nor  of  whom  an 
enemy  ever  could  fee  any  other  than  the  back. 

Jup.  Faith  !  it  is  lurprifing,  that  a  god  whom  I 
fent  down  to  earth  when  I  was  angry  with  mankind, 
and  who  has  done  them  more  hurt  than  all  the  other 
deities,  fl:iouid  ingratiate  himfelf  fo  far  into  their  fa- 
vour. 

Apol.  You  may  thank  yourfelf,  you  might  have 
made  man  wifer  if  you  wouitk 

Jup.  \Vhat  to  laugh  at?  No,  Apollo,  believe  me> 
rnan  far  outdoes  my  intention  j  and  when  I  read  in 

thofc 
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thofe  little  hidories  called  dedications,  how  excellent 
he  is  grown,  I  am  eager  to  be  with  him,  that  I  may 
make  another  promotion  to  the  ftars  j  and  here  comee 
my  fon  of  fortune  to  accompany  us. 

SCENE     III. 

Mercury,  Jupiter,  Apollo. 

[Mercury  kneels. '\ 

Mf-*.  Pray,  father  Jupiter,  be  pleafed  to  blefs  me^ 

Jup,  I  do,  my  boy.  What  part  of  heaven,  pray, 
have  you  been  fpending  your  time  in  ? 

Mer.  With  fome  ladies  of  your  acquaintance, 
Apollo.  I  have  been  at  blind-man's-butf  with  the 
nine  mufes;  btat  before  we  began  to  play,  we  had 
charming  fport  between  Mifs  Thally  and  one  of  the 
poets  i  fuch  a  (ctnt  of  courtPnip  or  invocation  as  you 
call  it.  Say,  O  'Thaliay  cries  the  bard  ;  and  then  he 
Icratches  his  head;  and  then,  Say^  O 'Thalia,  again; 
and  receated  it  an  hundred  times  over ;  but  the  devil 
a  word  would  fhe  fay. 

Apol.  She's  a  humourfome  little  jade,  and  if  fhe 
takes  it  into  her  head  to  hold  her  tongue,  not  all  the 
poets  on  earth  can  open  her  lips. 

Jup.  I  wifli  Juno  had  fome  of  her  frolicks,  with 
all  my  heart. 

Merc.  No,  my  mother-in-law  is  of  a  humour 
quite  contrary ■ 

Jup.  Ayj  for  which  reafon  I  intend  to  make  an 
elopement  from  her,  and  pay  a  fliort  vifit  to  our 
friends  on  earth.  Son  Mercury,  you  fhall  along 
with  me. 

Merc  Sir,  I  am  at  your  difpofal :  but  pray  what 
is  the  rcafbn  of  tiiis  vifit  ? 

Jup.  Partly  my  wife's  temper,  and  partly  fome 

informations  I  have  lately  received  of  the  prodigious 

virtue  of  mankind  ;  which,  if  I  find  as  great  as  re- 

F  2  p relented. 
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prefented,  I  believe  I  fliall  leave  Madam  Juno  fcfV 
good-and-all,  and  live  entirely  annongft  men. 

Merc.  I  fliall  be  glad  to  be  introduced  by  you  into 
the  company  of  thefe  virtuous  men  j  for  I  am  quite 
■•eary  of  the  little  rogues  you  put  me  at  the  head  of. 
The  lafl:  time  I  was  on  theearth>I  believe  I  had  three 
fets  of  my  acquaintance  hang'd  in  one  year's  revolu- 
tion, and  not  one  man  of  any  reputable  condition 
among  them  j  there  were  indeed  one  or  two  con- 
demned, butj  I  don't  know  how,  they  were  found  to 
be  honefl  at  laft.  And  1  muft  tell  you.  Sir,  1  will 
be  god  of  rogues  no  longer,  if  you  fuffcr  it  to  be  an 
cilablifhed  maxim,  that  no  rich  man  can  be  a  rogue, 

Jup.  We'ii  talk  of  that  hereafcer,  I'll  now  go 
put  on  my  travelling  clothes,  order  my  charge,  and 
be  ready  for  you  in  half  an  hour. 

SCENE     IV. 
Apollo,  Mercury. 

Merc,  Do  you  know  the  true  reafon  of  this  ex- 
tsediiion  ? 

Apol.  The  great  virtue  of  mankind,  be  tells  us. 

Merc.  The  little  virtue  of  womankind  rather ■ 

Do  you  know  him  no  better,  than  to  thini-:  he  would 
budge  a  i\cp  aker  human  virtue;  befides,  where  the 
devil  (houid  he  Hnd  it,  if  he  would  ? 

Apol.  You  have  net  read  the  iate  dedications  of 
my  votaries. 

Mere.  Of  my  votaries,  yo-u  m^ean  :  I  hope  you 
will  not  difpute  my  title  to  the  dedications,  as  the 
god  of  thieves.  You  make  no  diain6tion,  1  hope> 
between  robbing  with  a  pifliol  and  with  a  pen. 

Apol.  My  votaries  robbers !   Mr.  Mercury  ? 

Merc.  Y'es,  Mr.  Apollo  i  did  not  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Midas  decree  me  the  lawyers  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon. Would  not  he  be  a  rogue  who  fhould  take  a 
jriun's  money  for  pcrfuading  him  he  was  a  lord  or  a 

baronet^ 
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baronet,  when  he  knew  he  was  no  fuch  thing?  Is 
HOC  he  equally  fuchj  who  picks  his  pocket  by  heaping 
virtues  on  him  Vv-hich  he  knows  he  has  no  title  to  f 
Thefe  fellows  prevent  the  very  iife  of  praile,  which,' 
while  only  the  reward  of  virtue,  will  always  invite 
men  to  it  j  but  when  it  is  to  be  bought,  v*'ill  be  de- 
fpifed  by  the  true  deferving,  equally  with  a  ribbon 
or  a  feather,  which  may  be  bought  by  any  one  in  a 
milliner's  or  a  minifter's  fnop, 

Apol.  Very  well  1  at  this  rate  you  will  rob  me  of 
all  my  panegyrical  writers. 

Merc.  Ay,  and  of  your  fatirical  writers  too,  at 
leaft  a  great  many  of  'em  ;  for  unjuft  fatire  is  as  bad 
as  unjull  panegyric. 

Apol.   If  it  is  unjufl  indeed But,  Sir,  I  hope 

you   have  no  claim  to  my  writers  of  plays,  poems 
which  have  neither  fatire  nor  panegyric  in  'em, 

Merc.  Yes,  Sir,  to  all  who  are  thieves  and  f^eal 
from  one  another, 

Apol.  Methinks,  Sir,  you  fliould  not  refleft  thus 
on  wits  to  me,  who  am  the  god  of  wit. 

Merc.  Heyday,  Sir,  nor  you  on  thieves,  to  me 
who  am  the  god  of  thieves.  We  have  no  fuch  rea- 
fon  to  quarrel  about  our  votaries,  they  are  much  of 
the  fame  kindj  for  as  it  is  a  proverb,  Thar  all  poets 
are  poor;  fo  it  is  a  maxim.  That  all  poor  men  are 
rogues. 

Apol,  Sir,  Sir,  I  have  men  of  qualify  that  write, 
Merc.  Yes,  Sir,  and  I  have  men  of  quality  chat 
rob  J  but  neither  are  the  one  poets,  or  the  other 
rogues;  tor  as  the  one  can  write  without  wit,  fo  ran 
the  other  rob  without  roguery.  Tiiey  call  it  privi- 
lege, I  chink  :  Jupiter  I  fuppofe  gave  ic  themj  and 
inftcad  of  quarrelling  with  one  another,  1  thinic  it 
would  be  wifer  in  us  to  unite  in  a  petition  to  my 
'ather  that  he  v/oiild  revoke  it,  and  puc  them  on  a 
ootinL'"  with  our  other  votaries. 

Apol.  It  is  in  vain  to  petition  him  anything  againfl 
nankind  at  prcfent^  he  is  in  fuch  good  humour  with 

F  3  them; 
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them  5  if  they  fhould  four  his  temper,  at  his  return 
perhaps  he  may  be  willing  to  do  us  juftice. 

Merc.  It  Ihall  be  my  fault  if  he  is  not  in  a  worfe 
humour  with  themj  at  lead  I  \yill  take  care  he  fhall 
not  be  deceived  J  and  that  might  happen  ;  for  men 
are  fuch  hypocrites,  that  the  greateft  part  deceive 
even  themfelves,  and  are  much  worfe  than  they  think 
themfelves  to  be. 

Apol.  And  Jupiter  you  know,  though  he  is  the 
greateft,  is  far  from  being  the  wifcfi:  of  the  gods. 

Merc.  His  own  honefty  makes  him  the  lels  fufpici- 
ous  of  others  j  for,  except  in  regard  to  women,  he 
is  as  honeft  a  fellow  as  any  deity  in  all  the  Elyfian 
J^ields  ;  but  I  fhall  make  him  wait  for  me — Dear. 
Mr.  Apollo,  I  am  your  humble  fervant. 

Apol.  My  dear  Mercury,  a  good  journey  to  you  ; 
at  your  return,   I  lliali  be  glad  to  drink  a  bottle  of 
neftar  with  you. 

Merc.  I  fhall  be  proud  to  kifs  your  hands. 


THE 
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N°  I.  TUESDAY,    November  5,  1745. 


Ille  Ego,  qui  qiiondr^^n- 


AS  HI  ON  is  the  great  governor  of  this  world; 
icprefides  not  only  in  mattersof  drefsand  amufe- 
ment,  but  in  law,  phyTic,  politics,  religion,,  and  all 
other  things  of  thegravell  kind  j  indeed,  the  wileftof 
men  would  be  puzzled  to  give  any  better  reafon,  why 
particular  forms  in  all  thefe  have  been,  at  certain 
times,  univerfaliy  received,  and  at  others  univerfally 
reje(5ted,   than  that  rhey  were  in  or  out  of  fafhion. 

Men  as  well  as  things  are  in  like  minner  indebted 
to  the  favour  of  this  grarid  monarque.  It  is  a  phrafe 
commonly  iifed  in  the  polite  world,  that  i'uch  a  perfoii 
is  in  falhion  i  nay,  I  mylelf  have  known  an  indivi- 
dual in  falhion,  and  then  out  of  fadiion,  and  then  in 
fafliion  again.  Shakelpeare  hath  fliarod  both  thefe 
fates  in  poetry,  and  fo  hath  Mr.  Handel  in  inufic  i 
fo  hath  my  Lord  Coke  in  law,  and  in  phytic  the 
great  Sydenham  ;  and  as  to  politics  and  religion,  J 
am  fure  every  man's  memory  will  lnggcl^  to  liimfcli 
very  great  maftcrs  in  both,  even  in  the  prcl'entage, 
who  have  been,  in  the  highell  degree^  boch  in  and  our 
of  falliion. 

F  4  It 
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It  is,  therefore,  the  bufinefs  of  every  man  to 
accommodate  himfclf  to  the  fafhion  of  the  times ^ 
which  if  he  neglecfls,  he  mult  not  be  furprized  if  the 
greatelt  parts  and  abilities  are  totally  dilVegardcd.  If 
Socrates  himfelf  was  to  goto  courtin  an  antique  drefs, 
he  would  be  negleded,  or  perhaps  ridiculed  j  or  if 
old  Hippocrates  was  to  vifit  the  college  of  phyficians, 
and  there  talk  the  language  of  his  nphorifms,  he 
would  be  defpifed  ;  the  college,  as  Molicre  fays, 
having  altered  all  that  at  prefent. 

But  of  ail  mankind,  there  are  none  whom  it  fo  ab- 
fplutely  imports  to  conform  to  this  golden  rule  as  an 
author;  by  negleding  this,  Milton  himfelf  lay  long 
in  obfcurity,  and  the  world  had  nearly  loft  the  belt 
poem  which  perhaps  it  hath  ever  feen.  On  the  con- 
trary, by  adhering  to  it,  Tom  Durfey,  whofe  name 
is  almoit  forger,  and  many  others,  who  are  quite  for- 
gotten, tiouriihed  moft  notably  in  their  refpe<5tive 
ages,  and  eat  and  were  read  very  plentifully  by  their 
cotemporaries. 

In  ftrift  obedience  to  this  fovereign  power,  being 
Informed  by  my  bookfeller,  a  man  of  great  fagacity 
in  his  bufinefs,  that  no  body  at  prefent  reads  any  thing 
hit  news-papers^  I  have  determined  to  conform  myfelf 
to  the  reisnino;  rafce.  The  number  indeed  of  thefe 
writers  at  firit  a  little  flaggered  us  both  j  but  upon 
perufal  of  their  works,  I  fancied  I  had  difcovered  two 
or  three  little  imperfetlions  in  them  all,  which  fome- 
•vvhat  diminifhed  the  force  of  this  objedion,  and  gave 
me  hopes  that  the  public  will  expel  feme  of  them  to 
make  room  for  their  betters. 

The  firfl:  little  imperfeftio!^  in  thefe  writings,  i?, 
that  there  is  fcarce  a  fyllable  of  Truth  in  any  of 
them.  If  this  be  admitted  to  be  a  fault,  it  requires 
no  other  evidence  tlian  themlelves,  and  the  perpetual 
contradidions  which  occur  not  only  on  comparing 
one  with  the  other,  but  the  fame  a-J-ithor  with  himr 
fclf  at  dificrent  days, 

idly^ 


The  true  patriot.     73 

idly.  There  :g  no  Sense  in  them  j  to  prove  this 
iikewife,   1  appeal  to  their  works. 

3i^.{)',  There  is,  in  reality.  Nothing  in  them  at 
all.  And  this  alio  mufl:  be  allowed  by  their  readers, 
if  paragraphs  which  contain  neither  wic,  nor  humour, 
nor  renle,  nor  the  leaft  importance,  may  be  properly 
faid   to   contain   nothing.     Such   are  the   arrival  of 

my  Lord '-joitb  a  great  equipage,   the  marriage 

of  Mils — ' of  great  beauty   and   merit.,  and    the 

death  of  Mr. ivho  ivas  never  heard  of  in  his  life^ 

^c.  Ike. 

Nor  will  this  appear  ftrange,  if  we  confider  who 
are  the  authors  of  fuch  tratts  j  namely,  the  journey- 
men of  bookfeilcrs,  of  whom,  I  believe,  much  the 
fame  may  be  truly  predicated,  as  of  chefe  their  pro- 
duclions. 

But  the  encouragement  with  which  thefe  lucubra- 
tions are  read,  may  feem  more  ftrange  and  more 
difficult  to  be  accounted  for.  And  here  I  cannon 
agree  with  my  bookfelier,  that  their  eminent  badnefs 
recommends  them.  The  true  reafon  is,  I  believe, 
.fimply  the  fame  which  I  once  heard  an  oeconomid 
affign  for  the  content  and  fatisfaclion  with  which  his 
faiiiily  drank  water-cyder,  viz.  becaufe  they  could 
procure  no  other  liquor.  Indeed,  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  that  the  underltanding,  as  well  as  the  palate, 
thoug!i  it  may  out  of  neccfiky  fwallow  the  worfc,  will 
in  general  prefer  the  better. 

In  this  confidence,  I  have  refolved  to  provide  the 
public  a  better  entertainment  than  it  hath  lately  been 
dieted  with  i  and  as  it  is  no  great  afliirance  in  an 
Author  to  think  hirvifclf  capable  of  excelling  fuch 
writings  as  have  been  mentioned  above,  fo  neither 
can  he  be  called  too  fanguine  in  promifng  himfclf  x 
more  favourable  reception  from  the  Public. 

It  is  not  ufual  for  us  of  fuperior  eminence  in  our 
profclHon,  to  hang  out  our  names  on  the  fign-po(l  j 
however,  to  raiie  ibme  expectation  in  the  mind  of 

every 
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every  reader,  as  well  as  to  give  a  flight  direction  to 
thofe  conje6tures  which  he  will  be  apt  to  make  on 
this  occafion,  I  fnall  Tet  down  fome  few  hints,  by 
which  a  fagacious  guefier  may  arrive  at  fufficienc 
certainty  concerning  me. 

Andfrjty  I  faithfully  promife  him,  that  I  do  not 
live  within  a  mileof  Grubftreet  j  nor  am  I  acquaint- 
ed with  a  fingle  inhabitant  of  that  place. 

2dlyj  I  am  of  no  party  ;  a  word  which  I  hope,  by 
thefe  my  labours,  to  eradicate  out  of  our  conftitution ; 
this  being  indeed  the  true  fource  of  all  thof^  evils 
which  we  have  reafon  to  complain  of. 

^dly,  I  am  a  gentleman ;  a  circumftance  from 
which  my  reader  will  reap  many  advantages  ;  for 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  may  perufe  my  paper,  with- 
out any  danger  of  feeing  himfclf,  or  any  of  his 
friends  traduced  with  fcurrility,  fo  he  may  expect, 
by  means  of  my  intercourfe  with  people  of  condition, 
to  find  here  many  articles  of  importance  concerning 
the  affairs  and  tranfaflions  of  the  great  world  (which 
can  never  reach  the  ears  of  vulgar  news-writers),  not 
only  in  m.atters  of  ftate  and  politics,  but  amufement. 
i\ll  routs,  drums,  and  aflemblies,  will  fall  under  my 
immediate  infpcction,  and  the  adventures  which  hap- 
pen at  them,  will  be  inierted  in  my  paper,  with  due 
regard,  however,  to  the  character  I  here  profcfs,  and 
with  flriifl  care  to  give  no  ofJence  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

LajUyy  As  to  my  learning,  knowledge,  and  other 
qualifications  for  the  office  I  have  undertaken,  I  fhail 
be  filenr,  and  leave  the  decifton  to  my  reader's  judg- 
ment j  of  v/hom  I  defire  no  more  than  that  he  would 
not  defpife  me  before  he  is  acquainted  with  me. 

And  to  prevent  this,  as  I  have  already  given  fome 
account  what  I  am,  fo  I  (hall  proceed  to  throw  forth 
a  few  hints  who  I  ami ;  a  matter  commonly  of  the 
greateft  importance  towards  the  recommendation  of 
all  works  of  literature. 

2  -T/^A 
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Firji,  theiij  It  is  very  probable  I.  am. Lord  B — ke. 
This  I  colkfl  from  my  ftyle  in  writing,  and  know*^ 
ledge  in  politics.    Again,  it  is  as  probable  that  I  am, 

the  B p  of  ****,  from  my  zeal  for  the  Proteftant 

religion.  When  I  confider  thefe,,  together  with  the 
wit  and  humour  which  will  diffufe  themfelves  throuo-h, 
the  whole,   it  is  more  than  pofTibie  I  may  be  Lord 

C himfclf,  or  at  leaft  he  may  have  fome  Ihare 

in  my  paper. 

From   fomCj   or  all  of  thefe  reafons,  I   am  very 

likely  Mr.  M^- — «,Mr.  D n,  Mr,  L »,  Mr. 

F g,  T -Hi  or  indeed   any  other  perfon  who 

hadi  ever  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  republic  of 
letters. 

This  at  leafl:  is  very  probable,  that  fome  of  thefe 
gentlemen  may  contribute  a  fliare  of  their  abilities  to 
the  carrying  on  this  work  ;  in  which,  as  nothing  fhall 
ever  appear  in  it  inconfillent  with  decency,  or  the 
religion  and  true  civil  intereft  of  my  country,  no 
perfon,  how  great  foever,  need  be  a[hamed  of  being 
imagined  to  have  a  part  j  unlefs  he  fhould  be  weak 
enough  to  be  ailiamed  of  writing  at  all ;  that  is,  of 
having  m.ore  fenfc  than  his  neighbours,  or  of  com- 
municating it  to  them. 

I  come  now  to  coniider  the  only  remaining  article, 
t-rz.  the  price,  which  is  one  third  more  than  my  con- 
temporary weekly  hiftorians  let  on  their  labours. 

And  here  I  might,  with  modefty  enough,  infill, 
that  if  I  am  cither  what  or  who  I  pretend  to  be,  I 
have  fuiBcient  title  to  this  diftinjftion.  It  is  well 
known  that,  among  mechanics,  a  mucii  larger  ad- 
vance is  often  allowed  only  for  a  particular  name. 
A  genteel  perfon  would  not  be  fufpec^ed  of  dealing 
with  any  odier  than  the  mod  eminent  in  his  trade, 
rhough  he  is  convinced  he  pays  an  additional  price 
by  fo  doing.  And  1  hope  the  polite  world,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  confider  the  regard  to  fafliion  which 
I  have  above  profeffcd,  will  not:  fcruple  to  allow  me 
the  lame  pre-eminence. 

But, 


fS      THE    TRUE  PATRIOT. 

But,  in  reality,  this  is  the  cheapeft  paper  which 
was  ever  given  to  the  Public,  both   in  quality,  of 
which  enough  hath  been  faid  already,  and  in  which 
light  a  (hilling  would,  I  apprehend,  be  a  more  mo- 
derate price  than  the  three  halfpence  which  is  de- 
manded by  fome  others:  And  fecondlyt  (which  my 
bookfeller  chiefly  infills  on)  in  quantity  ;  as  I  fhall 
contain,  he  fays,  full  three  times  as  many  letters 
as  the  above-mentioned  papers  j  and  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  at  firfl:  advifed  me  to  demand  four-pence  at 
leaft,  for  that  one  ninth  part  would  be  ftill  abated  to 
the  Public.  To  be  ferious,  I  v/ould  defire  my  reader 
to  weigh  fairly  with  himfelf,  whether  he  doth  not 
gain   fix  times  the  knowledge  and  amufement  by 
my   paper,    compared   to    any   other  j    and  then   I 
think  he  will  have  no  difficulty  to  determine  in  m.y 
favour. 

Indeed,  the  prudent  part  of  mankind  will  be  con- 
fiderable  gainers  by  purchafing  my  papery  for  as 
it  will  contain  every  thing  which  is  worth  their 
knowing,  all  others  will  become  abfolutely  needlefs: 
and  I  leave  to  their  determination,  whether  three- 
pennyworth  of  truth  and  fenfc  is  not  more  worth 
their  purchafing,  than  all  the  rubbifh  and  nonfenfe 
of  the  week,  which  will  coft  them  twenty  times  as 
much.  In  other  words,  is  it  not  better  to  give, 
their  underftanding  an  entertainment  once  a  week, 
than  to  furcharge  itevery  day  with  coarfe  and  homely 

fare  ? 

I  ihall  conclude  the  whole  in  the  words  of  the 
fair  and  honell  tradefman  :  Gentlemen,  upon  my 
word  and  honour,  I  can  afford  it  no  cheaper  s  and 
I  believe  there  is  no  fhop  in  town  will  ufc  you  bet- 
ter for  the  price. 
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N'*3.  TUESDAY,  November  19,   1745. 


-Flint  enfis  et  ignis 


'^0  que  caret  fiammd  fcekru7n  eji  locus,      SiL.  Ital. 

TH  E  rebellion  having  long  been  the  unlverfal 
fubjecl  of  converfation  in  this  town,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  v/hat  fo  abfolutely  engages  our  waking 
thoughts  fliould  attend  us  to  the  pillow,  and  repre- 
fent  to  us  in  dreams  or  vifions  thofe  ideas  which  feaf 
had  before  fuggefted  to  our  minds. 

It  is  natural,  on  all  occafions,  to  have  fome  little 
attention  to  our  private  welfare,  nor  do  I  ever  ho- 
nour the  patriot  the  lefs  (I  am  fure  I  confide  in  him 
much  the  more)  whofe  own  good  is  involved  in  thac 
of  the  Public.  I  am  not,  therefore,  afliamed  to 
give  the  Public  the  follcnving  dream  or  vifion, though 
my  own  little  affairs,  and  x.\\t  private  confequences 
which  the  fuccefs  ot  this  rebellion  would  produce  to 
myfclf,  form  the  principal  objeft ;  for,  I  believe,  at 
the  fame  time,  there  are  {\i^  of  my  readers  who  wili 
not  find  themfelves  iniercfted  in  fome  parts  of  it. 

Methought,  I  was  fitting  in  my  ftuJy,  meditat- 
ing for  the  good  and  entertainment  of  the  Public, 
with  my  two  litrle  children  (as  is  my  ufual  courfeto 
fuffer  them)  playing  near  me  j  when  I  heard  a  very 
hard  knock  at  my  door,  and  immediately  afterwards 
fevcral  ill- looked  rafcals  burft  in  upon  me,  one  of 
whom  fcized  mc  with  greac  violence,  faying,  I  was 
his  prifoner,  and  mud  go  with  him.  I  afked  him 
tor  what  offence-.  Have  you  the  impudence  to  afk 
that,  faid  he,  when  the  words  True  Patriot  lie  now 
before  you  ?  I  then  bid  him  fhew  me  his  warrant. 
He  anfwered,  there  it  ?>,  j^ointing  to  feveral  men, 
who  v,'ere  mi  Highland  drefTcs,  with  broad  Avords  by 

their 
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their  fides.  My  children  then  ran  towards  me,  and 
burfting  into  tears,  expreft  their  concern  for  their 
poor  papa.  Upon  which  one  of  the  ruffians  feized 
my  little  boy,  and  pulling  him  from  me,  daflied  him 
aaainll:  the  ground  ;  anci  all  immediate] v  hurried  me 
away  out  of  my  room  and  houfe,  before  I  could  be 
fenfible  of  the  effefls  of  this  barbarity. 

My  concern  for  my  poor  children,  from  whom  I 
had  been  torn  in  the  above  manner,  prevented  me 
from  taking  much  notice  of  any  objefls  in  the  (IreetSi 
through  which  I  was  dragged,  wkH  many  infulrs. — 
Houfes  burnt  down,  dead  bodies  of  m.en,  women  and 
children,  ftrewed  every  where  as  we  paded,  and  great 
numbers  of  Highlanders,  and  Popifn  pricfts  in  their 
feveral  habits,  made,  however,  too  forcible  an  im- 
predion  on  me  to  be  unobferved. 

My  guard  nov/  brought  me  to  Newgate,  where 
they  were  informed  that  gaol  was  too  full  to  admit 
a  fingle  perfon  more.  I  was  then  conduifted  to  a 
large  booth  in  Smithfield,  as  I  thought,  where  I  was 
ihut  in  with  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  amongft 
whom  were  many  of  the  moll  confiderable  perfons 
in  this  kingdom.  Two  of  th.efe  were  in  a  very  par- 
ticular manner  reviled  by  the  Highland  guards  (for 
all  the  foldiers  were  in  that  drefs),  and  thefe  two  I 
prefently  recolleded  to  be  the  A-chb-Ih-p  of  Y—k, 
and  the  B — p  of  Win — r. 

As  there  is  great  inconfidency  of  time  and  place 
In  moft  dreams,  I  now  found  myfeif,  by  an  un- 
accountable tranfition,  in  a  court  v/hich  bore  fomc 
refcmblance  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench  j  only  a 
great  crofs  was  erected  in  the  middle  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  thofe  officers  of  juftice  vvho  ufualiy  attend 
that  court,  a  number  of  Highlanders,  with  drawn 
■fwords,  ftood  there  as  cenrinelsj  the  judges  too 
were  perfons  whole  faces  I  h.id  never  leen  before. 
1  was  obliged,  I  thought,  to  Hand  fome  time  at 
the  bar,  before  my  trial  came  on,  the  court  being 
bufied  in  a  caufe  where  an  abbot  was  plaintiff,  in  de- 
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termining  the  boundaries  of  Ibme  abbey  land,  v/hich 
they  decided  for  the  plaintiff,  the  chief  juftice  de- 
claring, it  was  his  majefty's  pleafure,  in  all  doubtful 
cafes,  that  judgment  fliould  be  in  favour  of  the 
church. 

A  charge  of  high-treafon  was  then,  I  dreamed^ 
exhibited  againft  me,  for  having  writ  in  defence  of 
his  prefent  majefty  King  George,  and  my  paper 
of  the  True  Patriot  was  produced  in  evidence  againft 
me. 

Being  called  upon  to  make  my  defence,  I  infifted 
entirely  on  the  ftatute  of  Hen.  7.  by  which  all  per- 
fons  are  exempted  from  incurring  the  penalties  of 
treafon,  in  defence  of  the  King  de  foMo.  But  the 
chief  juftice  told  me  in  broken  Englifh,  That  if  I 
had  no  other  plea,  they  (liould  prefently  over-rule 
that 3  for  that  his  majelly  was  refolved  to  make  an 
example  of  all  who  had  any  ways  diftinguifhed 
themfelves,  in  oppofition  to  his  caufe. 

Methought  I  then  replied,  with  a  refolution  which 
I  hope  every  Englifhman  would  exert  on  fuch  an 
occafion.  That  the  life  of  no  man  was  worth 

PRESKRVIN'G,  LONGER  THAN  IT  WAS  TO  BE  DEFENDED 
BV  THE    KNOWN    LAWS    OF    HIS    COUNTRY  i    and    that 

if  the  Kini^'s  arbitrary  pleafure  was  to  be  that  law, 
I  was  indifferent  what  he  determined  concerning 
myfelf. 

The  court  having  put  it  to  the  vote  (for  no  jury, 
I  thought,  attended),  and  unanimouQy  agreed  that  I 
was  g<^iilty,  proceeded  to  pafs  the  fentence  ufual  in 
cafes  of  high  treafon,  having  firfl:  made  many  elo- 
giums  on  the  Pope,  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
and  the  King,  wi:o  was  to  fupport  both,  and  be  fup- 
ported  by  them. 

I  was  then  delivered  into  the  liands  of  the  execu- 
tioner, who  flood  ready,  and  was  ordered  to  allov. 
me  only  three  hours  to  confefs  myfelf,  and  be  recon- 
ciled to  tiie  church  of  Rome,  L^pon  which  a  pricft-, 
whofc  face  I  remciriber  to  tiave  feca  at  a  place  called 

an 
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an  oratory,  and  who  was,  for  his  good  fcrvires,  pre-* 
ferrcd  to  be  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  immediately 
advanced,  and  began  to  revile  mr,  faying,  I  wns  the 
wickedeft  heretic  in  the  kingdom,  and  had  exerted 
mylelf  with  more  impudence  againft  his  majeity  and 
his  holinefs  than  any  other  perfon  whatfoever:  but 
he  added,  as  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  fome 
atonement  for  my  impiety  by  being  hanged,  if  I 
•would  embrace  his  religion,  confcfs  myfclf  and  re- 
ceive abfolution,  I  might  poffibly,  after  Ibme  expia- 
tion in  purgatory,  receive  a  final  pardon. 

I  was  hence  conduded  into  a  dungeon,  where,  by 
a  glimmering  light,  I  faw  many  wretches  my  fcllow- 
prifoners,  who,  for  various  crimes,  were  condemned 
lo  various  puniiliments. 

Among  thefe  appeared  one  in  a  very  ragged  plight, 
•whom  1  very  well  knew,  and  who,  the  lafc  time  I 
faw  him,  appeared  to  live  in  great  affluence  and 
fplendor.  Upon  my  enquiring  the  reafon  of  his  be- 
ing detained  in  that  region  of  horror,  he  very  frankly 
told  me  it  was  for  ftealing  a  loaf.  He  acknowledged 
the  fadtj  but  faid,  he  had  been  obliged  to  it  for  the 
relief  of  his  indigent  family.  1  fee,  continued  he, 
your  furprize  at  this  change  of  my  fortune;  bur, 
you  mull  know,  my  whole  eftare  was  in  the  funds, 
by  the  wiping  out  of  which  1  was  at  once  reduced 
to  the  condition  in  which  you  now  lee  me.  I  role  in 
the  morning  with  40,000!.  I  had  a  wife  whom  I 
tenderly  loved,  and  three  blooming  daughters.  The 
eld  eft  was  within  a  week  of  her  marriage,  and  I  was 
to  have  paid  down  io,oool.  with  ner.  At  noon  I 
found  a  royal  decree  had  reduced  me  to  downright 
beggary.  My  daughter  hath  loR  her  marriage,  and 
is  gone  didracled.  My  wife  is  dead  of  a  broken 
heart,  And  my  poor  girls  have  neither  clothes  to  cover 
them,,  nor  meat  to  feed  them:  lb  cliat  I  may  truly  fay, 

■Alifer,  O  mifer^  omnia  iidemit 
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Here,  methought,  he  ftopt,  and  a  flood  of  tears 
giifl:ked  from  his  eyes.  I  fhould  perhaps  have  been 
a  greater  Iharer  in  his  forrow,  had  not  the  confidera- 
tion  of  his  children's  ruin  reprcfented  tome  the  fitua- 
tion  of  my  own.  Good  gods  !  what  Vv'ere  the  agonies 
I  then  felt,  though  in  a  dream  ?  Racks,  wheels, 
gibbets  were  no  longer  the  objecfts  of  terror.  My 
children  poflefied  my  whole  mind,  and  my  fearful 
imagination  run  through  every  fcene  of  horror  which 
villains  can  aft  on  their  fellovz-creatures.  Sometimes 
I  faw  their  helplefs  hands  ftruggling  for  a  moment 
with  a  barbarous  cut-throat.  Here  I  faw  my  poor 
boy,  my  whole  ambition,  the  hopes  and  profpedl  of 
my  age,  fprawling  on  the  floor,  and  weltering  in  his 
blood  ;  there  my  fancy  painted  my  daughter,  the  ob-- 
je<5t  of  all  my  tcndernefs,  proftituted  even  in  her 
infancy  to  the  brutal  luft  of  a  ruffian,  and  then  fa- 
crificed  to  his  cruelty.  Such  were  my  terrors,  when 
I  was  relieved  from  them  by  the  welcome  prefence 
of  the  executioner,  who  fummoned  me  im.mediately 
forth,  telling  me,  fince  1  had  refufed  the  afilflance 
of  the  prielt,  he  ^could  grant  me- no  longer  indul- 
gence. 

The  firfl:  fight  which  occurred  to  me  as  I  pafled 
through  the  llreets  (for  common  objects  totally 
efcape  the  obfervation  of  a  man  in  my  prefent  temper 
of  mind),  was  a  young  lady  of  quality,  and  the 
greateil  beauty  of  this  age,  in  the  hands  of  two 
Highlanders,  who  were  ftruggling  with  each  other 
for  their  booty.  The  lovely  prize,  though  her  hair 
was  diflievelled  and  torn,  her  eyes  fwollcn  with  tears, 
her  face  all  pak,  and  fome  marks  of  blood  both  on 
that  and  her  breaft,  which  was  all  naked  and  cx- 
pofed,  retained  ftill  fufficient  charms  to  difcover  her- 
iclf  to  me,  who  have  always  beheld  her  with  wonder 
and  admiration.  Indeed,  it  may  be  queftioned  whe- 
ther perfeft  beauty  lofes  or  acquires  charms  by  dif- 
trefs.  This  fight  was  matter  of  eniertainnient  to 
my  condu6lors,  who,  however,  hurried  me  nrefently 
Vol.  yill.  G  from 
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from  ic,  as  I  v.ifh  they  had  alfo  from  her  fcreama^ 
v/hich  reached  my  ears  to  a  great  dirtance. 

After  fuch  a  fpeftacle  as  rhir,  the  dead  bodies 
v/hich  lay  every  where  in  the  (Ircets  (for  there  had 
been,  I  was  told,  a  riiaffacre  the  night  before),  fcarce 
made  any  imprcllion  ;  nay,  the  very  fires  in  which 
Protedants  were  roading,  were,  in  my  fenfe,  objefts 
of  much  kfs  horror  j  nay,  fuch  an  efFc6l  had  this 
fight  wrought  in  my  mind,  which  hath  been  always 
full  of  the  utmofi:  tendernefs  for  that  charmiiig  fcx> 
that  for  a  moment  it  obliterated  all  concern  for  my 
children,  from  v»'hom  I  was  to  be  hurried  for  ever 
without  a  farewel,  or  without  knov/ing  in  what  con- 
dition I  left  them;  or  indeed,  whether  they  had  hi- 
therto furvived  the  cruelty  which  now  methought 
raged  every  where,  v/ith  all  the  fury  which  rage, 
zeal,  lull,  and  wanton  fiercenefs  could  infpire  into 
the  bloody  hearts  of  Popifli  priefts,  bigots,  and  bar- 
barians. Of  fuch  a  fcene  my  learned  reader  may  fee 
a  fine  pidure  drawn  bySilius  Italicus,  in  his  fecond 
book,  where  he  defcribes  the  facking  the  brave  city 
of  Saguntum  by  a  lefs  favage  army. 

1  then  overheard  a  prieft  admonifli  the  executioner 
to  exert  the  utmoft  rigour  of  my  fentence  towards 
me  J  after  which,  the  fame  pricft  advancing  forwards, 
and  putting  on  a  look  of  com^pafTion,  advifed  me, 
for  the  fake  of  my  foul,  to  embrace  the  holy  com- 
munion. I  gave  him  no  anfwer,  and  he  turned  his 
back,  thundering  forth  curfes  againft  me. 

At  length  I  arrived  at  the  fatal  place  which  pro- 
mifed  me  a  fpeedy  end  to  all  my  fufferings.  Here, 
methought,  1  faw  a  man  who  by  his  countenance 
and  actions  expreft  the  higheft  degree  of  defpair. 
He  ftamped  with  his  fteii,  beat  his  face^,  tore  his  hair, 
and  uttered  the  mioft  horrid  execrations.  Upon  en- 
qu'ring  into  the  circumllances  of  this  perfon,  I  wa& 
informed  byoneof  thebyeftanders,that  he  was  a  non- 
juror, who  had  knt  confiderable  affillance  to  the  Pre- 
tender's cauie,  out  of  principles  and  was  now  la- 
I  iiicntinsc 
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mencing  the  confcquences  v/hich  the  fuccefs  of  it  had 
brought  on  fuch  honcfl:  gentlemen  as  myfelf.  My  in- 
former added,  with  a  fmile,  the  v/ife  man  expcfted 
his  majefty  would  keep  his  word  with  heretics. 

The  executioner  then  attempted  to  put  the  rope 
round  my  neck,  when  my  little  girl  entered  my  bed- 
chamber, and  put  an  end  to  my  dream^  by  pulling 
open  my  eyes,  and  telling  me  that  the  tailor  had 
brought  home  my  clothes  for  his  majefty's  birth- 
day. 

The  fight  of  my  dear  child,  added  to  the  name  of 
that  gracious  Prince,  at  once  deprived  me  of  every 
private  and  public  fear  ;  and  the  joy  which  now  began 
to  arife,  being  loon  afcer  heightened  by  confideration 
of  the  day,  the  found  of  bells>  and  the 'hurry  which 
prevailed  every  where  from  the  eagernefs  of  all  forts 
of  people  to  demonftrate  their  loyalty  at  this  feafon, 
gave  me  altogether  as  delightful  a  fenfation  as  perhaps 
the  heart  of  man  is  capable  of  feeling;  of  which 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  know  every  reader  muft  par- 
take, who  hath  had  good-nature  enough  to  fympa- 
thize  with  m.e  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  vifion. 


NV.    TUESDA.Y.  November  26,   1745. 


Ambubaiarmn  collegia^  pharmacopol^, 
Mendici,  mmi^  balatrones  •,  hoc  genus  omns 
Miejtum  i^  Jo  licit  um  ejl. —  Hqr. 

HE  Author  of  the  Serious  Addrefs  to  the 
People  of  Great-Eritain  (a  pamphlet  which 
ought  to  be  in  every  man's  hands  at  this  ieafon),  hath 
inconteftibly  fhewn  the  danger  of  this  rebellion  to  all 
who  have  any  regard  for  the  Protcltanc  religion,  or 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  their  country. 

G  2  Wc 
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We  have  further  endeavoured,  in  our  laft  paper,  to 
give  a  lively  picture  of  the  utter  mifery  and  defolation 
it  would  introduce,  and  the  infecurity  of  our  eftates, 
properties,  lives  and  families,  under  the  government 
of  an  abfolute  Popifli  Prince  (for  abfolute  he  would 
plainly  be),  introduced  by  the  conquering  arms  of 
France,  Spain,  and  the  Highlands. 

So  that  every  good  and  worthy  Protellant  in  this 
nation,  who  is  attached  to  his  religion  and  liberties, 
or  who  hath  any  eftare  or  property,  either  in  church- 
lands  or  in  the  funds  (which  includes  ahnoft  every 
man  who  hath  either  eftate  or  property  in  the  king- 
dom), is  concerned,  in  the  higheft  degree,  tooppofe 
the  prefent  rebellion. 

I  am  however  aware,  that  there  Vet  remains  a  party 
to  be  fpoken  to,  who  are  notilriftly  concerned  in  in- 
tereft  in  any  of  the  preceding  lights  j  I  mean  thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  no  property,  nor  any  regard  ei- 
ther for  the  religion  or  liberty  of  their  country. 

Now  if  I  can  make  it  appear,  that  thofe  perfons 
iikewife  are  interefted  in  oppofing  the  Pretender's 
caufe,  I  think  we  may  then  juftly  conclude,  he  can- 
not have  a  fingle  partizan  in  this  nation  (the  mofc 
bigoted  Roman  Catholics  excepted)  who  is  fenfible 
enough  to  know  his  own  good. 

And  firft,  the  mod  noble  party  of  free-thinkerSj, 
wha  have  no  religion,  are  moft  heartily  concerned  to 
oppofe  the  introdudion  of  Popery,  which  would  ob- 
trude one  on  them,  one  not  only  inconfiftent  with 
free-thinking,  but  indeed  with  any  thinking  at  all. 
How  v/ould  a  man  of  fpirit,  whole  principles  are  too 
elevated  to  worfliip  the  great  Creator  of  the  univerfe, 
fjbmit  to  pay  his  adoration  to  a  rabble  of  faints, 
rnoft  of  whom  he  would  have  been  juflly  afhamed 
to  have  kept  company  with  while  alive  ! 

But  befides  the  flavifn  doctrines  which  he  muft  be- 
lieve, or,  at  lead,  meanly  pretend  to  believe,  how 
would  a  genius  who  cannot  conform  to  the  little  afts 
of  decency  required  by  a  Protcftanc  church,  fupport 
*  the 
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the  flavifh  impofitions  of  auricular  confefTion,  pe- 
nance, fafting,  and  all  the  tircfome  forms  and  cere- 
monies exafted  by  the  church  of  Rome  1 

Laftly,  whereas  the  faid  free-thinkers  have  long 
regarded  it  as  an  intolerable  grievance,  that  a  certain 
body  of  men  called  -parfonsj  fhould,  for  the  ufelefs  fer- 
vices  of  praying,  preaching,  catechifing  and  inllirucl- 
ing  the  people,  receive  a  certain  fixed  ftipend  from 
the  public,  which  the  law  fooliflhly  allows  them  to  call 
their  own  :  how  would  thefe  men  brook  the  reftora- 
tionof  abbey-lands, impropriations,  and  the  number- 
lefs  flowers  which  the  reformation  hath  lopped  off" 
from  lLc  church,  and  which  the  re-eftabliiliment  of 
Popery  would  moft  infallibly  reftore  to  it. 

Again,  there  are  many  worthy  perfons  who,  though, 
very  little  concerned  for  the  true  liberty  of  their 
country,  have,  however,  the  utmofl  refped"  for  what 
is  by  feveral  miftaken  for  it ;  I  me  n  licentioufnefs, 
or  a  free  power  of  abufing  the  king,  miniftry,  and 
every  thing  great,  noble,  and  foiemn. 

The  impunity  with  which  this  liberty  hath  been  of 
late  years  pradiled,  muft  be  acknowledged  by  every 
man  of  the  leaft  caridour.  Indeed,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  power  and  government,  inftead  of  being  objefts 
of  reverence  and  terror,  have  been  fet  up  as  the  butts 
of  ridicule  and  buffoonery,  as  if  they  were  only  in- 
tended to  be  laughed  at  by  the  people. 

Now  this  is  a  liberty  which  hath  only  flouriflied 
under  this  royal  family.  His  prefent  majefty,  as  he 
hath  lefs  deferved  than  his  predecefTors  to  be  the  ob- 
jeft  of  it,  fo  he  hath  fupported  it  with  more  dignity 
and  contempt  than  they  have  done  ,  but  how  im- 
patient the  Pretender  will  be  under  this  liberty,  and 
how  certainly  he  will  abolifh  it,  may  be  concluded, 
not  only  from  theabfolute  power  which  he  infallibly 
brings  with  him  j  but  from  the  many  ears  and  nofes 
which  his  family,  without  fuch  power,  have  hereto- 
fore facrificed  on  theic  occafions.^ 

G  3        '  And 
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And  this  is  a  lofs  not  only  to  be  deplored  by  thofc 
men  of  genius,  v/ho  have  exerted  and  may  exert  their 
great  talents  this  way.  There  are  many  who,  withouc 
the  capacity  of  writing,  have  that  of  reading,  and 
have  done  their  utmoft  to  fupportand  encourage  fuch 
authors  and  their  works.  Thefe  will  lofe  their  fa- 
vourite amufement,  all  thofe  laughs  and  fhrugs  which 
they  have  formerly  vented  at  the  expence  of  their  fu- 
periors.  ' 

But  if  thefe  concerns  fhould  appear  chimerical,  I 
com.e  now  to  pecuniary  confiderationsj   to  a  large 
body  of  miCn  whofe  whole  trade  would  be  ruined  by 
this  man's  fuccefs.     The  readers  will  be  perhaps  in 
doubt  what  trade  can  be  carried  on  by  fuch  perfons 
as  I  have  defcribed  in  the  beginning  of  this  paper: 
how  much  more  will  he  be  furprized  to  hear,  that  it 
is  the  principal  trade  v/hich  of  late  years  hath  been 
carried  on  in  this  kingdom.     To  keep  him  therefore 
no  longer  in  fufpence,  I  mean  the  honeft  method  of 
felling  ourfelves,  which  hath  flourilhed  fo  notably  for 
a  long  time  among  us.      A  bufinefs  which  I  have 
ventured  to  call  honeft,  notwiihftanding  the  objec- 
tions railed  by  weak  and  fcrupulous  people  againll  it. 
I  know  indeed  many  anlwers  have  been  given  to 
thefe  objedions  by  a  late  philofopher  of  great  emi- 
nence, and  by  the  followers  of  his  fchool  i  fuch  as^ 
that  all  mankind  are  rafcals  •,  that  they  are  only  to  be 
governed  by  corruption^  &:c.     But   to  fay  the  truth, 
there  is  no  occafion  of  having  recourfe  to  thefe  deep 
and  obfcure  doctrines  for  this  purpofe  ;  there  is  a 
much  fuller  and  plainer   anfwer  to  be  given,  and 
which   is  founded  on  principles  the  very  reverie  of 
thofe  which  v,?ere  taught  in  this  fchool,  namely,  the 
principles  of  common  fenfe  and  common   honefty  ^ 
for  if  it  be  granted,  as  farely  it  will  be,  that  we  are 
freemen,  we  have  certainly  a  right  to  ourfelves  j  and 
whatever  we  have  a  right  to,  we  have  alfo  a  right 
to  fell.     And  perhaps  it  was  a  doubt  in  that,  great 
"■■  ■  philofo- 


T  H  E   T  R  U  E   P  A  T  R  I  O  T.       Zj 

philofopher,  'ujhether  'we  were  freeme-n  or  no^  that  led 
him  into  thofc  doctrines  I  have  mentioned. 

Now  this  trade,  by  which  alone  fo  many  thou- 
fands  have  got  an  honeft  livelihood  for  themfclves 
and  families,  muil  be  totally  ruined  j  for,  if  this  na- 
tion fhoiild  be  once  enfiaved,  it  would  be  impoflibls 
for  an  honeft  man  to  carry  on  this  biifinefs  any  longer. 
A  freeman  (as  hath  been  proved)  may  juftly  fell 
himfelf,  but  a  flave  cannot. 

And  if  a  man  fhould  be  fo  difhonourable  and  bafe 
as  to  offer  at  carrying  on  this  trade  in  an  enflaved 
country,  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  honefty,  and  all 
the  moft  folemn  ties  of  flavery,  yet  who  would  buy 
him  ?  The  reafons  againfl  fuch  a  purchafe  are  too 
obvious  to  be  mentioned.  Indeed  we  may  fay  in 
general,  that  as  it  is  difnoneft  in  a  flave  to  fell,  fo  it 
is  as  foolifh  in  a  flave  to  buyj  for  as  the  one  hath  no 
property  to  part  with,  fo  neither  can  the  other  ac- 
quire any. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  think  it  is  vlfibly  the  iaterefl; 
of  all  that  part  of  the  nation,  to  whom  I  have  ad- 
drefled  myfelf  in  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  to 
exclude  Popery  and  arbitrary  power. 

Tnere  is,  however,  one  objedion,  which  I  forefee 
may  and  will  be  made  to  this  conclufion  ;  and  that 
is,  whereas  the  eitates  of  all  the  lordb  and  commons 
of  this  kingdom  wili  be  forfeited,  and  ac  the  difpofal 
of  the  conqueror,  and  the  pcrlbnal  fortunes  of  ail 
others  will,  in  the  confufion  at  leaft,  be  liable  to 
plunder,  that  fuch  honeft  gentlemen  mav  have  a 
fufficient  chance  abundantly  to  repair  or  compcnfue 
all  their  lofte.-^. 

I  own  there  is  fomething  very  plnufible  in  tl.  s 
argument,  and  it  might  perhaps  have  great  forcf, 
if  the  Pretender's  fon  had  landed  in  Enjilam^,  as  '  e 
did  in  Scotland  ;  and  had  been  pleafetl  to  pL  x*  that 
confidence  in  an  EngliCh  rabble,  with  which  '  c  hath 
vouchhifed  rather  to  honour  thele  I  ji^!lland  I  inditti. 
|n  this  cafe^  I  grant,  no  man  could  juftly  have  been 

G  4  blamed 
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blamed  who  had  fixed  the  eyes  of  his  affeftion  on  his 
neighbour's  eftate,  gardens,  houfe,  purfe,  wife,  or 
daughter,  forjoining  the  young  man's  caufe,  provid- 
ed the  fuccefs  of  it  had  been  probable  j  fuch  a  beha- 
viour would  then  have  been  highly  coRfiflenc  with  all 
the  rules  taught  in  that  fchool  of  philofophy  above 
mentioned,  and  none  but  a  mufty  moralifl:,  for  whofe 
doctrine  great  men  have  doubtlefs  an  adequate  con- 
tempt, would  have  condemned  it. 

But  the  fa(ft  is  otherwife:  The  Highlanders  are 
thofe  to  whom  he  muft  owe  any  fuccefs  he  may 
attain  j  thefe  are  therefore  to  be  ferved  before  you  ; 
and  I  eafily  refer  to  your  own  confideration,  when 
Rome,  and  France,  and  Spain,  are  repaid  their 
demands,  when  avail  army  of  hungry  Highlanders, 
and  a  larger  army  of  as  hungry  prieds,  are  fatisfied, 
how  miferable  a  pittance  will  remain  to  your  fhare  ? 
indeed  fo  fmall  a  one  mull  this  be,  that  the  greatell 
adept  in  our  philofo-political  fchool  would  thinic  it 
fcarce  worth  his  while  to  facrifice  his  confcience  to 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  it. 

Thefe  latter  confiderations  I  earneftly  recommend 
to  the  mod  ferious  attention  of  the  gentlemen  for 
whofe  ule  this  paper  is  calculated;  and  I  am  certain 
that  any  argument  for  the  Pretender's  caufe,  drawn 
from  the  hopes  of  plundering  their  neighbours  (with 
which  perhaps  fome  honeft  men  have  too  fondly  flat- 
tered themfelves),  will  have  very  little  weight  with 
any  perfon.  Nay,  I  muft  remind  them,  that  they 
will  not  be  fufFered  to  nfle  the  very  churches  them- 
felves, upon  whofe  fmall  riches,  moft  probably,  the 
faid  gentlemen  have  caft  their  eyes. 

It  appears  then,  that  none  will  be,  or  can  be 
gainers  by  this  rebellion,  but  Popifh  priefts  and 
Highlanders ;  and  I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of 
my  country  to  apprehend  that  her  religion,  liberties, 
and  properties,  can  ever  be  endangered  by  fuch  ad- 
verfaries. 
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N°  7.    TUESDAY,   December  17,  1745. 


To  the  TRUE  PATRIOT. 

My  worthy  friend. 

Received  your  paper,  intituled  the  True  Patriot, 
numbers  one  and  two,  inclofed  in  the  franks  of 
my  great  and  moft  honoured  patron,  for  which  J  have 
the  higheft  thanks  for  you  both.  I  am  delighted, 
and  that  greatly,  with  many  paflagcs  in  thefe  papers. 
The  moderation  v/hich  you  profcfs  towards  all  par- 
tics,"  perfeclly  becomes  a  Chriftian.  Indeed  I  have 
always  thought,  that  moderation  in  the  fiiepherd  was 
the  beft,  if  not  only,  way  to  bring  home  all  the 
llraggling  (lieep  to  his  flock.  I  have  intimated  this 
at  the  veilry,  and  even  at  vifitation  before  the  arch- 
deacon : 

Sed  Cajfaitdra;  non  creditum  ejl, 

I  like  your  method  of  placing  a  motto  from  the 
clafllcs  at  the  head  of  every  paper.  It  mult  give 
fome  encouragement  to  your  readers,  that  the  author 
undcrllands  (at  leaft)  one  line  of  Latin,  which  is  per- 
haps more  than  can  be  fafely  predicated  of  every 
writer  in  this  age. 

You  defire  me.  Sir,  to  write  you  fomething  pro- 
per to  be  feen,  et  quidem,  by  the  Public  j  as  therefore 
a  fubjedt  worthy  their  moft  ferious  attention  now 
offers  itfelf,  viz.  The  enfuing  fail:  ordained  by  au- 
thority, I  have  communicated  my  thoughts  to  you 

thereon. 
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thereon,  which  you  may  fupprefsor  publicate  as  yoq 
think  meet. 


,         ©fOicTi^  iTTiv^x^svog  riXi<ra.i.  PythaGORAS. 

"  Go  upon  the  work, 

«'  Having  firft  prayed  to  the  gods  for  fuccefs." 

As  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  reflect  ferioufly 
on  the  progrefs  of  the  preient  unnatural  rebellion, 
without  imputing  fuch  unparalleled  fuccefs  to  fome 
other  caufe  than  has  yet  appeared,  fome  other  ftrength 
than  what  any  vifible  human  means  hath  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  rebels  j  fo  will  it  be  extremely  difficult 
to  affign  any  adequate  caufe  whatfoever,  without  re- 
curring to  one,  of  whofe  great  efficacy  we  have  fre- 
quent exaiTTples  in  facred  hiftory.  I  mean  the  juft 
judgment  of  God  againft  an  offending  people. 

And  that  this  is  really  fo,  we  may  conclude  from 
thefe  two  confiderations  :  Firft,  from  the  rapidity  of 
the  rebels  progrefs,  fo  unaccountable  from  all  human 
means  3  for  can  hiftory  produce  an  inftance  parajlei 
to  this,  of  fix  or  feven  men  landing  in  a  great  and 
powerful  nation,  in  oppofition  to  the  inclination  of 
the  people,  in  defiance  of  a  vaft  and  mighty  army 
(for  though  the  greater  part  of  this  army  was  not 
then  in  the  kingdom,  it  was  fo  nearly  within  calU 
that  every  man  of  them  might,  within  the  compafs 
of  a  few  days  or  weeks  at  fartheft,  have  been 
brought  home  and  landed  in  any  part  of  itj.  If 
we  conf^der,  I  fay,  this  handful  of  men  landing  in 
the  moft  defolate  corner,  among  a  fet  of  poor,_ 
naked,  hungry,  difarmed  flaves,  abiding  there  with 
impunity,  till  they  had,  as  it  were,  in  the  face  of 
a  large  body  of  his  majefty's  troops,  collefted  a  kind 
of  army,  or  rather  rabble,  together ;  if  we  viev/ 
this  army  intimidating  the  King's  forces  from  ap- 
proaching 
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proaching  them  by  their  fitiiation ;  foon  afterwards 
quitting  that  fituation,  marching  dire^lly  up  to  the 
northern  capita],  and  entering  it  without  furprize  or 
without  a  blow.  If  we  again  view  this  half-armed, 
half-difciplined  mob,  without  the  afiillance  of  a  fingle 
piece  of  artillery,  march  up  to,  attack,  and  finite  a 
iuperior  number  of  the  king's  regular  troops,  with 
cannon  in  their  front  to  defend  them.  If  we  confider 
them  returning  from  this  complete  victory  to  the  ca- 
pital,Which  they  had  before  taken  j  there  remaining, 
for  near  two  months,  in  contempt  of  twelve  millions 
of  people,  above  a  hundred  thonfand  of  which  have 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  one  half  of  thefe  the  befl 
troops  in  Europe.  If  we  confider  them  afterwards, 
at  the  approach  of  a  large  army,  under  a  general  of 
great  experience  and  approved  merit,  bending  their 
courfe,  though  not  in  a  direft  line,  towards  this 
armyi  and  then,  by  long  and  painful  marches,  over 
almoft  inaccefTible  mountains,  through  the  word  of 
roads,  in  the  word  of  feafons;  by  thofe  means,  I 
fay,  flipping  that  army,  and  leaving  it  behind  them. 
If  we  view  them  next  march  on  towards  another 
army  ftill  greater,  under  a  young,  brave,  vigilant, 
and  indefatigable  prince,  Vv'ho  were  advancing  in  their 
front  to  meet,  as  the  others  were  in  their  rear  to 
purfue  them.  If  we  confider,  I  fay,  thefe  Banditti, 
tiot  yet  increafed  to  full  6000,  and  above  a  third  of 
thefe  old  men  and  boys,  not  to  be  depended  on,  pro- 
ceeding without  a  check  through  a  long  tra(fc  of 
country,  through  many  towns  and  cities,  which  tliey 
plundered,  at  leaft  to  a  degree,  up  within  a  few 
miles  of  this  third  army,  fent  to  oppofe  them  ;  then, 
by  the  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  pafTing  by  this 
army  likewife,  and  by  a  molt  incredible  march  get- 
ting between  that  and  tiic  metropolis,- into  which  tiiey 
ftruck  a  terror  fcarce  to  be  credited.  Though  bc- 
fides  the  two  armies  at  their  heels,  there  was  (lill  one 
in  this  very  metropolis  infinitely  fupcrior  ro  ilufe 
rebels;,  not  only  in  arms  and  dilcipline,  but  in  num- 
bers. 


92       THE    TRUE    PATRIOT. 

bers.  -Who,  I  fay,  can  confider  fuch  things  as 
thefe  and  retain  the  leaft  doubt,  whether  he  (hall 
innpute  them  to  a  judgment  inflifted  on  this  finful 
nation  ;  efpecially  when,  in  the  fecond  place,  we 
muft  allow  fuch  judgment  to  be  moll  undoubtedly 
our  due. 

To  run  through  every  fpecies  of  crimes  with 
which  our  Sodom  abounds,  would  fill  your  whole  pa- 
per. Indeed,  fuch  monltrous  impieties  and  iniqui- 
ties have  I  both  kti\  and  heard  of,  within  thefe  three 
laft  years,  during  my  fojourning  in  what  is  called  the 
world,  particularly  the  lall  winter,  while  I  tarried  in 
the  great  city,  that  while  I  verily  believe  we  are 
the  fiUieil  nation  under  heaven  in  every  other  light, 
we  are  wifer  than  Sodom  in  wickedncfs.  If  we  would 
avoid,  therefore,  that  final  judgment  which  was  de- 
nounced againft  that  citv ;  if  we  would  avoid  that 
total  deftru6lion  with  which  we  are  threatened,  not 
remotely  and  at  a  diilance,  but  immediately  and  at 
handi  if  we  would  pacify  that  vengeance  which 
hath  already  begun  to  operate  by  fending  rebels, 
foreign  enemies,  peftilence,  the  forerunner  of  famine, 
and  poverty  among  us  ;  if  we  would  pacify  that 
vengeance  which  feems  already  bent  to  our  deilruc- 
tion,  by  breathing  the  breath  of  folly,  as  well  as 
perfidy,  into  the  noftrils  of  the  great  j  what  have  we 
to  do,  but  to  fet  about  the  work  recommended 
by  the  wife  and  pious,  though  Heathen  philofopher, 
in  my  motto?  And  what  is  this  work  but  a 
thorough  amendment  of  our  lives,  a  perfefl  itera- 
tion of  our  v/ays?  But  before  we  begin  this,  lecbs,  in 
obedience  to  the  rule  of  that  philolbpher  prefcribed 
above,  firft  apply  ourfeives  by  failing  and  prayer  to 
the  throne  of  offended  grace.  My  lords  the  biOiops 
have  wifely  fet  apart  a  particular  day  for  this  folemn 
fervice.  A  day,  which  I  hope  will  be  kept  univer- 
fally  through  this  kingdom',  with  all  thofe  marks  of 
true  piety  and  repentance,  which  our  prefent  dread- 
ful fituation  demands.     Indeed,  the  wretch  whofe 

hard 
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hard  heart  is  not  ferioufly  in  earneflon  thisoccafion, 
deferves  no  more  the  appellation  of  a  good  Englifh- 
man,  than  of  a  good  churchman,  or  a  true  Chriftian. 
All  fober  and  wife  nations  have,  in  times  of  public 
danger,  inftituted  certain  folemn  facrifices  to  their 
gods  j  now  the  chriftian  facrifices  are  thofe  of  fafting 
and  prayer  :  and  if  ever  thefe  were  in  a  more  extra- 
ordinary manner  neceiTary,  it  is  furely  now,  when 
the  leaft  refle6lion  muft  convince  us  that  we  do  in  fo 
eminent  a  manner  deferve  the  judgment  of  God, 
and  when  we  have  fo  much  reafon  to  apprehend  it 
is  coming  upon  us.  I  hope  therefore  (I  repeat  it 
once  more),  that  this  day  will  be  kept  by  us  all,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner^  and  that  not  a  man  will 
dare  refufe  complying  with  thofe  duties  which  the 
ftate  requires  of  usi  but  I  muft,  at  the  fame  time, 
recommend  to  my  countrymen  a  caution,  that  they 
would  not  miftake  the  work  icfelf  for  what  is 
only  the  beginning  of,  or  preface  to  it.  Let  them 
not  vainly  imagine,  that  when  they  have  fafted  and 
prayed  for  a  day  j  nay,  even  for  an  age,  that  the 
WORK  is  done.  It  is  a  total  amendment  of  life,  a 
total  change  of  manners,  which  can  bring  the 
WORK  to  a  conclufion,  or  produce  any  good  efFedts 
from  it.  Here  again,  to  give  particular  inftances, 
would  be  to  enumerate  all  thofe  vices  which  I  have 
already  declined  recounting,  and  would  be  too  prolix. 
They  are  known,  they  are  obvious,  and  few  men 
who  refolve  to  amend  their  lives,  will,  I  believe, 
want  any  afliftance  to  difcover  what  parts  of  them 
ftand  in  need  of  am.endment.  I  fliall,  however, 
point  out  two  or  three  particulars,  which  I  the 
rather  fingle  out,  becaufe  I  have  heard,  that  there 
are  fome  who  dlfpute  whether  they  are  really  vices 
or  no,  though  every  polity,  as  well  as  the  chriftian, 
have  agreed  in  condemning  them  as  fuch.  The  iirlt 
of  thefe  is  lying.  The  devil  himfelf  is,  in  fcrip- 
ture,  faid  to  be  the  fatiier  of  lies;  and  liars  are  per- 
haps fome  of  the  vileft  and  wickedeft  children  he  has. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  I  think  the  morals  of  all  civilized  nations  have 
denied  even  the  character  of  a  gentleman  to  a  liar* 
So  heinous  is  this  vice,  that  it  has  not  only  ftigma- 
tized  particular  perfons,  but  whole  communities, 
v/ith  infamy.  And  yet  have  we  not  perfons,  ay,  and 
very  great  perfons  too,  fo  famous  for  it,  that  their 
credit  is  a  jell,  and  their  words  mere  wind  ?  I  need 
liot  point  them  our,  for  they  take  fufficient  care  to 
point  out  themfelves.  Luxury  is  a  fecond  vice, 
which  is  (o  far  from  being  acknowledged  as  criminal, 
that  it  is  ollentaticully  aftefted.  Now  this  is  not  only 
a  vice  in  itfelf,  but  it  is  in  reality  a  privation  of  all 
virtue.  For  firff,  in  lower  fortunes  it  prevents  men 
from  being  honeil ;  and,  in  higher  fituations,  it  ex- 
cludes that  virtue  without  which  no  man  can  be  a 
Chriftian,  namely  charity.  For  as  furely  as  charity 
covereth  a  multitude  of  fins,  fo  m.uil  a  multitude 
of  difhes,  pictures,  jewels,  houfes,  horfes,  fervants, 
^c,  cover  all  charity.  I  remember  dining  laft  winter 
at  a  great  man's  table,  where  we  had  among  many 
others  one  difh,  the  expence  of  which  would  have 
provided  very  liberally  for  a  poor  family  a  whole 
twelvemonth.  In  fliort,  I  never  faw,  during  my 
abode  in  the  great  city,  a  fingle  man  who  gave  me 
reafon  to  think,  that  he  would  have  enabled  himfelf 
to  be  charitable,  by  retrenching  the  moil  idle  fu- 
perfiuity  of  his  expence.  Perhaps  the  large  fub- 
fcriptions  which  have  prevailed  all  over  the  kingdom 
at  this  feafon,  may  be  urged  as  an  inftance  of  charity. 
To  this  I  anfvver,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great  and 
generous  friend  of  mine,  who  difclaimed  all  merit 
from  a  very  liberal  fubfcription,  faying,  "  It  was 
"  rather  fenl'e  than  goodnefs,  to  facrifice  a  fmall  part 
"  for  the  fecurity  of  the  whole."  Now  true  charity 
is  of  another  kind,  it  has  no  felf-interefted  motives, 
purfues  no  immediate  return  nor  worldly  good,  well 
knowing  that  it  is  laying  up  a  much  furer  and  much 
greater  reward  for  itfelf.  But,  indeed,  who  wonders 
that  men  are  fo  backward  in  facrificing  any  of  their 

wealth 
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wealth  to  their  confciences,  who  before  had  facrificeci 
their  confciences  to  the  acquifuion  of  that  very 
wealth.  Can  we  expe6l  to  find  charity  in  an  age, 
when  fcarce  any  refufe  to  own  the  mofc  profligate  ra- 
pacioofnefs  !  when  no  nnan  is  afhamed  of  avowinor 
the  purfuit  of  riches  through  every  dirty  road  and 
track  ?  To  fpeak  out,  in  an  age  when  every  thing 
is  vena! ;  and  when  there  is  fcarce  one  aQiong  the 
miglity  who  would  not  be  equally  afhamed  at  being 
thought  not  to  Cetfowe  price  on  himfclf,  as  he  would^ 
at  being  imagined  to  fet  too  low  a  one  ?  This  is  an 
affertion  vvhofe  truth  is  too  well  known.  Indeed,  my 
four  years  knowledge  of  the  world  hath  fcarce  fur- 
niflied  me  with  examples  of  any  other  kind.  I  be- 
lieve I  have  already  exceeded  my  portion  of  hour- 
glafs  J  I  fiiall  therefore  referve  what  I  have  farther  to 
i^y  on  this  fubject  to  fume  other  opportunity. 

I  am,  &c. 

Abraham  Adams, 


N°  9.    TUESDAY,  December  31,   1745. 


Non  hoc  ijla  fibi  temptis  fpe6iactila  pofcit,     ,     Virg. 

THE  following  letter  came  attended  with  afmall 
prefent  of  Bologna  faufagcs,  Naples  foap,  Flo- 
rence oil,  and  a  paper  of  rnaccarpni. 

*  SicNioR  Sar, 

*  1\  /I  E  be  inform,  dat  you  be  de  Patriat,  dat  is 

*  X V JL  ^0  ^^y>  van  parfon  who  take   part  vor  de 
<  muny  -,  now,  Sar,  dat  be  commodity  me  did  forget 

*  to 
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*  ro  bring  over  vid  me;  but  ven  me  ave  got  one 

*  two  tourand  pound  me  fal  fend  you  fum  ;  medefire, 

*  darefor,  dat  you  woud  rite  fumting  to  recomend  de 

*  opera,  or  begar  me  fal  be  oblige  to  go  back  to  Italy 

*  like  one  fool  as  me  did  cum,  and  dey  will  laflf  at 
<  me  for  bring  no  inuny  from   an  country  vich  ave 

*  give  fo  much  muny  for  fong. 

*  Me  be,  Signior  Sar, 
*  Of  your  excellence,  de  mod  umble  fclave, 

*  GiovANi  Cantilena.* 

Though  I  by  no  means  admjit  that  character  of 
patriotifm  which  the  fignior  hath  conceived,  whe- 
ther in  Italy  or  England  I  will  not  determine,  yet  as 
I  think  it  one  part  of  integrity  to  dare  oppofe  popu- 
lar clamour,  I  fhall,  in  compliance  with  my  good 
friend,  and  in  return  for  his  kind  prefent^  offer  fuch 
thoughts  as  occur  to  me  in  favour  of  a  diverfion, 
ao-ainfi:  which  fomuch  difguftfeems  to  prevail  atthis 
feafon. 

And  in  the  firfl:  place,  1  think  it  Hiould  be  con- 
fidered,  that  thefe  poor  Italians,  whofe  property  is 
their  throats,  did  not  come  over  of  their  own  accord ; 
but  were  invited  hither.  Nor  is  the  rebellion  a  fuffi- 
cient  excufe  to  fend  them  back  unrewarded,  fince  the 
poverty  and  diftrefs  of  this  nation,  -even  before  this 
rebellion,  occafioned  by  debts,  wars,  and  almoil 
every  public  calamity,  muft  have  deterred  any 
perfons  from  fuch  an  undertaking,  who  had  not  re- 
folved  to  have  an  opera  at  any  rate,  and  in  any  fitua- 
tion. 

But  perhaps  this  fnelancholy  fuuation  of  our  affairs 
was  a  principal  realon  for  the  introdu6lion  of  this 
opera,  is  any  thing  more  proper  to  foften  and  com- 
j)ofc  the  mind  in  misfortunes  than  mufic  ?  Hath  it 
not  idways  been  found  the  moil  cffed:ual  remedy  in 

grief? 
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•grief?  And  v/as  accordingly  ufed  as  fuch  by  thegreac 
Nero,  to  calm  and  compofe  the  agonies  of  his  mind, 
while  his  own  city  was  in  flames  j  and  Homer  informs 
usj  that  Achilles  ufed  to  affuage  the  wrath  and  im- 
petuofity  of  his  temper  by  the  mufic  which  old 
Chiron  had  taught  him.  Nay,  it  hath  been  pre- 
fcribed,  by  phyficians,  as  a  medicine  for  a  difcafed 
mind  ;  and  we  are  told  by  Jofephus,  that  "  when 
"  Saul  was  agitated  with  fits,  like  a  ds^moniac,  his 
^^  phyficians  not  being  able  to  give  any  natural  or  philofo- 
"  phical  account  cf  the  diftemper^  only  advifed  the 
**  having  fomebody  about  him  that  could  iing  or 
*'  play  upon  the  harp  well,  that  might  be  ready  ac 
**  hand  to  give  him  the  diverfion  of  an  hymn  or 
*'  an  air.  This  advice  was  taken,  and  David  fenn 
*'  for,  who  by  his  voice  and  harp  cured  the  patient." 

The  great  power  over  the  palfions,  which  the  an- 
cient philofophers  alligned  to  mufic,  is  almoft  too 
well  known  to  be  mentioned.  Socrates  learned  to 
fing  in  his  old  age.  Plato  had  fo  high  an  opinion 
of  inufic,  that  he  confidered  the  application  of  it  to 
amufement  only,  as  a  high  perverfion  of  its  inftitu- 
tion  i  for  he  imagined  it  given  by  the  gods  to  men 
for  much  more  divine  and  noble  purpofes.  And  Py- 
thagoras (to  mention  no  more)  is  known  to  have 
held,  that  virtue,  peace,  health,  and  all  other  good 
things,  was  nothing  but  harmony.  Hence  perhaps 
arofe  that  notion  maintained  by  fome  of  the  Greeks, 
from  obferving  the  fympathy  between  them,  that 
the  foul  of  man  was  fomething  very  like  the  found 
of  a  fiddle. 

And  this  power  mufic  is  not  only  capable  of  exer- 
cifing  to  allay  and  compofe,  it  is  alrogether  as  effi- 
cacious in  roufingand  animating  tlie  paflions.  Tnus 
Xenophantus  is  recorded  to  have  incited  Alexander 
to  arms  with  his  mufic.  And  Plutarch,  in  his  La- 
conic Apophthegms,  tells  us,  that  Agefilaus  bting 
afked  why  the  Spartans  marclied  (or  rather  danced) 
up  to  the  enemy  to  fonie  tune?  anfwcred,  That  mufic 
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difcovcred  the  brave  man  from  the  coward  ;  foi* 
thofe  fame  notes  which  made  the  eyes  of  the  valiant 
iparkle  with  fire,  overl'pread  the  timorous  face  with 
palcncfs,  and  every  other  marie  of  terror. 

This,  therefore,  is  a  fecond  good  reafon  for  an 
opcia  at  prefent,  provided  the  mufic  be  properly 
adapted  to  the  times,  be  chiefly  martial,  and  confiA: 
mofclv  of  trumpets  and  kettle-drums.  The  fubje<ft 
likewife  of  the  drama  (though  that  is  generally  con- 
fidcrtd  as  a  matter  of  little  confequence  in  thofe 
comnofnions)  may  lend  fome  a  iiftancej  as  fuppofe, 
forinftance,  the  famous  opera  in  which  the  celebra- 
ted N.colini  formerly  killed  a  lion  with  fo  much 
bravery,  Ihould  be  revived  on  this  occafion.  Such 
an  exam.ple  would  almoft  animate  the  ladies,  nay, 
evtn  the  beaux,  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their 
country. 

And  what  are  the  obje6lions  which  our  antimufi-. 
cal  enemies  make  to  this  entertainment  ? 

.„F!rIl,  I  apprehend  it  hath  been  faid,  that  the 
fofrnefs  of  Italian  mufic  is  calculated  to  enervate  the 
mind.  This  hath  been  obviated  already ;  but  ad- 
mitting the  objeftion  true,  where  is  its  validity, 
•when  we  confider  of  what  perfons  the  audiences  will 
be  compofed  ?  for  not  only  the  common  foldiers, 
but  all  inferior  officers,  are  excluded  by  the  price. 
Indeed,  the  audience  at  an  opera  con fifts  chiefly  of 
fine  gentlemen,  fine  ladies,  and  their  fervants,  and 
except  a  few  general  officers,  whofe  courage  we  ought 
to  imagine  fuperior  to  the  power  of  a  ianguifliing 
ai",  fcarce  a  perfon  is  ever  prefent,  who  is  likely  to 
iee  a  camp,  or  handle  a  mufquet  i  unlefs  the  opera, 
bv  being  regulated  as  above,  ihould  infpire  a  martial 
fpirit  into  them. 

Secondly,  It  is  faid,  that  the  immoderate expence 
of  this  diverfion,  at  a  feafon  when  poverty  fpreads 
its  black  banner  over  the  whole  nation,  and  when 
mucli  the  greater  part  are  reduced  to  the  mofl:  mife- 
rable  degrees  of  want  and  neceffity,  is  an  argument 
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ofmofl:  abandoned  extravagance,  and  indecent  pro- 
fliojacy,  fcarce  to  be  equalled  by  any  example  in 
hiftory. 

This,  I  conceive,  is  the  objection  on  which  our 
adverfaries  principally  rely.  I  fhail  apply  nriyfelf,  there- 
fore, in  a  very  particular  manner,  to  anfwer  it. 

And  here  I  muft  premife,  that  this  objection  pro- 
ceeds on  a  tacit  admifTion  of  what  is  by  no  means 
true,  viz.  That  the  fums  expended  on  an  opera  fub- 
Icription  would  otherwife  be  employed  in  the  public 
fervice  of  the  nation,  or  at  ieaft  in  private  charity, 
to  fome  of  the  numberlefs  objects  of  it. 

But  this  would  certainly  not  be  the  cafe ;  for  the 
perfon  who  could  think  of  promoting  fuch  adiver- 
fion,  in  the  midft  of  (0  much  calamity,  muft  have 
neither  heart  nor  head  good  enough  to  feel  the  dif- 
trefles  of  a  fellow-creature,  much  lefs  to  relieve 
them;  and  furely  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe 
people  will  advance  any  thing  in  defence  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  when  they  fly  in  his  facred  face,  by  attempting 
an  opera,  though  he  hath  himfelf  (or  I  am  grofsly 
mifinformed)  been  pleafed  to  declare,  it  is  > 
a  time  for  operas. 

We  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  this  money,  if 
not  exhaufted  for  the  prefent  good  purpofe,  would 
either  remain  dormant  in  the  purfe  of  its  owner, 
or  would  otherwife  be  facrificed  at  cards,  orlavifhed 
on  fome  lefs  innocent  article  of  luxury  or  wanton- 
nefs. 

The  expence  then  of  this  entertainment,  however 
great  it  (hould  be,  will  not  injure  the  Public.  On 
the  contrary,  fuch  will  be  its  political  utility,  that 
I  queftion  whether  tliis  opera  may  not  preferve  the 
nation. 

For,  in  the  firft  place,  can  any  thing  tend  more  to 
raife  the  public  credit  abroad,  or  fo  eftecftually  to 
refute  the  flandcrs  of  thofe  enemies,  who  have  en- 
deavoured to  reprefent  us  in  a  bankrupt  condition, 
than  this  very  undertaking  ?    It  hath  been  eftccmcd 
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a  mafler-ftroke  of  Roman  policy,  as  well  as  greatnefs, 
that  in  their  higheft  diftrefs,  they  endeavoured,  by  all 
kinds  of  arc,  to  infinuate  their  great  ftrength,  and 
aflert  their  independency  j  forwhich  purpofe  was  that 
ever  memorable  puff,  with  which  they  refufed  the 
prefents  of  king  Kiero,  after  the  battle  of  Thrafi- 
mene. 

I  cannot  help  regarding  our  fending  for  a  troop  of 
Italian  fingers,  in  this  time  of  diftrefs,  as  a  (late  puff 
of  the  jame  kind.  Indeed  I  am  convinced  it  was 
done  wirh  this  defign  j  for  are  not  the  very  perfons 
who  are  the  forwardeil  in  promoting  this  diver- 
fron  courtiers,  and  confequently  friends  to  the  pre- 
lent  eftablifhment  ?  Are  they  not  people  of  fortune, 
and  therefore  highly  interefted  in  the  prefervation  of 
national  credit  ?  Nor  can  I  help  obferving,  as  a  proof 
of  the  policy  of  this  meafure,  another  piece  of  (late 
craft,  tending  to  fhew  our  great  inward  ftrength  and 
i'ecurity  ;  for  while  we  fent  for  this  troop  of  fingers 
into  England,  we  left  feveral  troops  of  our  foldiers 
abroad.  And  in  what  part  of  Europe  could  this 
policy  be  played  off  with  fuch  advantage  as  in  Italy, 
where  our  principal  enemies  refide,  and  where  the 
fcheme  of  our  deitruftion  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
laid  ?  Thefuccefs  with  which  this  fcheme  hath  been 
attended,  muft  have  anfwered  our  expedlation,  fince 
it  is  apparent,  by  the  arrival  of  thefe  fingers,  that 
they  z.rt  fairly  taken  in^  and  impofed  upon  to  believe 
we  have  itill  as  much  miOney  as  ever. 

In  this  light  then  the  opera,  and  thofe  who  encou- 
rage it,  will  deferve  our  highefl  enconiiums;  and  the 
fubfcription  to  it  may  be  ranked  with  the  other  pub- 
lic fubfcriptions  at  this  feafon.  And  in  this  light 
we  ought  to  fte  the  intention  of  thofe  who  have 
promoted  it,  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned  j  to 
which  I  will  add  the  humane  maxim,  of  always  af<- 
figning  the  beil  motive  poffible  to  the  actions  of 
every  one. 

But, 
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But,  on  the  contrary,   fhould  we  be   fo  cruel  to 
cicny  any  fuch  good  purpole  to   be  at   the   bottonT; 
nay,  fhould  v/e  derive  this  defire  of  an  opera  atpre- 
fent  from  the  moft  depraved  levity  of  mind,  an  utter 
infenfibility  of  public  good  or  evil,    yet  we  may 
dill  draw  advantages  from  our  opera,  though  I  mutl 
own  I  could  be  fcarce  fanguine  enough  to  derive 
them  from  defign.     For  could  it  be  imagined  of  any 
nation,  at  fuch  a  feafon  of  danger  and  diflrcfs  (which 
I  decline  painting  at  length,  as  thepiflure  is  difagree- 
able,  and  already  fufficiently  known),  that  conlider- 
able  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  inftead  of  contri- 
buting all  the  airiftance  in  their  fevcral  capacities  to 
the  Public,    fiiould   employ   their   time  and  their 
money  in   endeavouring  to  promote  an   expenfive 
foreign  diverfion,  compofed  of  all  the  ingredients  of 
foftnefs  and   luxury,  fuch  a  nation   would  not  be 
worth  invading.    No  powerful  prince  could  look  on 
fuch  a  people  with  any  eyes  of  fear  or  iealouly,  nor 
no  wife  one  would  fend  his  fubjects  among  them,  for 
fear  of  enervating  their  minds,  and  debauching  their 
inorals. 

Such  a  nation  could  infpire  no  other  ideas  into  its 
neighbours,  than  thofe  of  contempt  and  ridicule. 
"We  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  filly  fwan,  whofe 
lafl  breath  goes  out  in  a  cantata.  And  as  noshing 
but  wanton  cruelty  could  move  any  power  to  attack 
us,  fo  would  the  conqueft  of  us  be  no  lefs  infamous 
than  barbarous ;  and  we  fliould,  from  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  be  as  fafe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  France,  as 
the  little  commonwealth  of  Lucca  was  in  that  of  her 
great  filler  of  Rome. 

For  all  thefe  reafons  I  am  for  an  opera ;  but  I  mufl: 
then  infill  on  it,  that  we  flrike  up  imrnediatelyv 
otherwife  I  muft  defire  that  Gholl  of  an  adver- 
tifement,  calling  for  latter  payment  from  tlie  fub- 
fcribers,  which  hath  haunted  the  public  papers  this 
month,  without  having  (as  icfeems)  been  fpoken  to 
by  any  one,  to  difappear  immediately  -,  for  I  would 
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by  no  means  have  all  Europe  imagine,  that  "joe  want 
nothing  to  eftablilh  our  opera  at  prefent,  but  money* 


N°  lo.     TUESDAY,  January  7,  1746. 


^Uy  Jupiter^  quern  Jiatorem  hujus  urhis  at  que  imperii  vere 
nominamus :  hunc  et  uvjvs  focios  c:  luis  arts  ccterif- 
que  teinplis,  a  tetiis  urbis  ac  mcenibus^  a  vita  fortu- 
vifque  civmm  omnium  arcebis :  et  smnes  bonorum 
inimicoSj  hojles  patria^  latrones  Italic,  fcelermn  f^e- 
dere  inter  fe  ac  nefaria  fodetate  conjurMos  ^terms 
fuppliciis,  vivos  moriuofque  mafiabis, 

Cic.  in  L.  Catil. 


To   the   T  R  U  E   P  A  T  R  I  O  T. 

Dear  Sir,  Dec.  14.  1745. 

THOUGH  I  live  on  a  fmall  fortune,  in  great 
obfcurity,  yet  I  cannot  but  be  interefted  in 
our  prefent  troubles.  My  thoughts  fometimes  lead 
me  to  meditate,  what  we  are  likely  to  expect,  Ihould 
fuccefs  attend  the  prefent  ravagers  of  our  country. 
Nay,  I  have  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  fuppoie  them 
aftual  victors,  and  have  in  this  life  framed  an  ima- 
ginary journal  of  events,  with  which  I  here  prefent 
you,  as  with  a  waking  dream. 

The  perlbn  of  my  drama,  or  journalift,  I  fuppofe 
to  be  an  honeft  tradefman,  living  in  the  bufy  part 
of  the  city. 

January  i,   1746. 

^"^HIS  day  the  fuppofed  conqueror  was  pro- 
claimed at  Stocks  Market,  amidft  the  loud 
acclamations  of  Highlanders  and  friars.     I  was  en- 
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abled,  from  my  own  windows,  to  view  this  cere- 
mony ;  Walbrook  church,  the  Manfion-houle,  and 
feveral  others  adjoining,  having  been  burnt  and 
razed  in  the  malTacre  of  laft  week.  Father  O-Blaze, 
an  Irilh  dominican,  read  upon  the  occafion  a  fpeccli 
out  of  a  paper,  which  he  llyled  an  extempore  ad- 
drefs.  Melancholy  as  1  was,  1  could  not  help  fmil- 
ing  at  one  of  his  cxpreffions,  when  fpeaking  of  the 
new  year,  he  talked  of  ^^/;;//j's  faces,  each- of  which 
look'd  both  backward  and  forward. 

Jan.  2.  A  proclamation  ifiued  for  a  free  parlia- 
ment (according  to  the  declaration)  to  meet  the  20th 
inftant.  The  twelve  judges  removed,  and  tvvelve 
new  ones  appointed  ;  fome  of  whom  had  fcarce  ever 
been  in  Wrllminfter-hall  before. 

Jan.  3.  (>ieen  Anne's  flatue  in  St.  Paui's-church- 
yard  taken  away,  and  a  large  crucirix  erecl:ed  in  its 
room. 

Jan.  4,  5,  6.  The  cadi,  transfer- books,  ^r.  re- 
m.oved  to  the  Tower,  from  the  Bank,  South-fea,  and 
India- houfes,  which  ('tis  reported)  are  to  be  turned 
into  convents. 

Jan.  10.  Three  anabaptifts  committed  to  New- 
gate, for  pulling  down  the  crucifix  in  St.  Paul's- 
churchvard. 

Jan.  12.  Being  the  firft  Sunday  after  Epiphany, 
father  Mac-dagger,  the  royal  confeffor,  preached 
at  St.  James's — fworn  atterwards  of  the  privy-coun- 
cil-^ arrived  the  French  ambaflador  witii  a  numerous 
retinue. 

Jan.  20.  Tlie  free  parliament  opened — the  fpecch 
and  addreiTes  iiiled  with  fentuments  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty. — An  a6l  of  grace  propofed  from  the 
crown,  to  pardon  all  t^eafons  committed  under  pre- 
text of  any  office,  civil  or  military,  before  the  firll 
declaration's  being  promulgated,  which  was  in  the 
Ifle  of  Mull,  about  19  months  ago.  The  judges 
conlulted,  whether  all  perlons  throughout  Cireat- 
Britain  were  intended  to  be  bound  by  this  pro- 
H  4  mulgation^ 


IC4      THE    TRUE   PATRIOT. 

mulgation,  as  being  privy  to  it.     'Twas  held  they 
■were,  becaufe  ignorantia  kgis  non  exaifai. 

Jan.  22.  Three  members,  to  wit,  Mr.  D — n,  Mr. 
P — t,  and  Mr.  L — n,  were  leized  in  their  houfe-s, 
and  lent  to  the  Tower,  by  a  warrant  from  a  fecretary 
of  itate.  The  fame  day  I  heard  another  great  man 
was  difmiffed  from  his  place,  but  his  name  I  could 
neither  learn  nor  guefs. 

Jan.  2.3.  His  highnefs  fends  a  mefiage  to  the 
houfe,  that  he  v^'ould  make  no  further  removals,  till 
he  faw  better  reafon. 

Jan.  24.  A  great  court  at  St.  James's,  at  which 
were  prefent  *  and  *  and  *  and  *  and  *,  and  all  kified 
hands. 

Jan.  24.  The  three  anabaptifts  above-mentioned 
tried  for  their  offence,  and  fentenced  to  be  hang'd. 
Executed  the  fame  day,  attended  by  Mr.  Mac-henly 
the  ordinary.  Their  teacher  Mr.  Obadiah  Wafhum, 
the  courier,  was  refufed  accefs  from  their  firft  com- 
mitment. 

Jan,  16.  This  day  the  Gazette  informs  us,  that 
Portfmouth,  Berwick  and  Plymouth,  were  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  French  commiiTaries,  as  cautionary 
towns ;  and  alfo  twenty  ihips  of  the  line,  with  their 
guns  and  rigging,  purfuant  to  treaty. 

Jan.  27.  Tom  Blatch,  the  old  fmall-coal-man, 
com.mitted  to  the  Compter,  for  a  violent  aflault  on 
father  Mac-dagger  and  three  young  friars.  'Twas 
the  talk  about  town,  that  they  had  attempted  the 
chaftity  of  his  daughter  Kate. 

Jan.  28.  A  bill  brought  into  the  commons,  and 
twice  read  the  fame  day,  to  repeal  the  a6t  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  that  by  which  the  writ  de  h<£retico  com- 
hurendo  was  abolilhed.  A  mutiny  the  fame  day 
among  the  Highland  foldiers — quelled  by  doubling 
their  pay. 

Jan.  31.  The  above  bill  pafled,  and  the  royal 
affent  given.     A  motion  made  about  the  refboration 

of  abbey  landsj rejeded  by   the   lords,   {^vtw 

Englifh 


THE   TRUE    PATRIOT.      lo^ 

Eilglifli  Roman  Catholic  peers  being  in  the  ma- 
jority. 

February  i.  All  peerages  declared  void  fince  the 
revolution,  and  24  new  peers  created,  without  a  foot 
of  land  in  the  ifland.  A  fecond  mutiny  among  the 
Ibldiery. 

Feb.  2.  Long-acre  and  Covent-garden  allotted- 
out  in  portions  to  the  Highland  guards.  Two  water- 
men and  a  porter  committed  to  the  Lollards  tower 
at  Lambeth  for  herefy. 

Feb.  g.  Father  Poignardini,  an  Italian  jefuit,  made 
privy-feal.  A  bill  propofed  againft  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  and  to  place  the  nomination  of  jurors, 
exempt  from  challenge,  in  the  crown.  Several  ca- 
tholic lords  and  gentlemen,  being  Englifh,  quit  the 
court,  and  retire  into  the  country.  More  heretics 
fent  to  Lambeth. 

Feb.  5.  A  promotion  of  18  general  officers,  three 
only  of  which  were  Englifh.  Lord  John  Drummond 
made  colonel  of  the  firft  regim^ent  of  foot  guards, 
the  duke  of  Perth  of  the  fecond,  and  lord  George 
Murray  of  the  third'. 

Feb.  6.  Various  grants  pafied  the  privy-feal  of 
lands  in  various  counties  to  generals,  ecclefiaftics, 
and  other  favourites,  all  foreigners. 

Feb.  9.  A  petition  from  various  perfons,  fufferers 
by  the  laid  grants,  fetting  forth  their  fidelity  to  the 
government,  and  thatparticularlyin  the  late  troubles, 
though  they  had  never  entered  into  any  fchemes  in 
favour  of  his  prefent  Highnefs,  yet  they  had  con- 
ftantly  declined  all  fubfcriptions,  afibciations,  ^c. 
to  his  prejudice.  Feather  Mac-dagger  brought  them 
for  anfwer,  that  the  affociators  and  fubfcribers  had  at 
leaft  fhewn  their  attachment  to  fome  government, 
but  that  an  indifference  to  all  government  deferved 
favour  from  none,  and  that  therefore  their  petition 
was  rejected. 

Feb.  13.  Four  heretics  burnt  in  Smithfield ■ 

Mr. 


io6      THE   TRUE    PATRIOT. 

Mr.  Mac-henly  attended  them,  affifted  on  this  ex- 
traordinary occafion  by  father  O-Blaze,  the  4omi- 
nican. 

Feb.  19.  Rumours  of  a  piot.  More  heretics  com- 
mitted. The  judo;es  declare  the  power  of  the  crown 
to  fiifpend  laws.  Father  Mac-dagger  made  prefident 
of  Magdalen  college  in  Oxford, 

Feb,  21.  Four  lords  and  two  commoners  taken 
into  cuftody  for  the  plot,  all  Englifh,  and  two  of 
them  Roman  catholics.  The  deanry  of  Chrifl:  Church 
given  to  father  Poignardini,  and  the  biflioprics  of 
Winchefter  and  Ely,  to  the  general  of  the  jefuits 
order,  refident  in  Italy. 

Feb.  28.  Six  more  heretics  burnt  in  Smithfield. 
A  frefn  motion  made  to  reflore  the  abbey  lands — 
carried  in  the  lords  houfe,  but  rejected  by  the  com- 
mons. Several  members  of  the  lower  houfe  fent  to 
the  Tower  by  a  fecretary  of  ftate's  warrant,  and  the 
next  day  expelled,  and  fined  by  the  privy  council 
1000/.  each, 

March  ].  The  French  ambaffador  m.ade  a  duke, 
with  precedence.  The  motion  for  reftoring  abbey- 
lands  carried,  and  an  addrefs  of  both  houfes  pre- 
pared upon  the  occafion.  Cape  Breton  given  back 
to  the  French,  and  Gibraltar  and  Portmahon  to. the 
Spaniards. 

March  2.  Seven  more  heretics  burnt.  Ameflage 
from  the  crown,  defiring  the  advice  of  the  free  par- 
liamiCnt  touching  the  funds.  An  humble  addrefs  im- 
mediately voted  by  v/ay  of  anfwer,  praying  that  his 
Highnefs  v/ould  take  fuch  methods,  as  they  might 
be  efFcclually  and  fpeedily  annihilated. 

March  4.  An  eminent  phyfician  fined  2Co  marks 
in  the  King's-bench,  for  an  inuendo  at  Batfon's.^ 
that  Bath  water  was  preferable  to  holy  water.  Three 
hundred  Highlanders,  of  the  oppofite  party,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  malTacred  in  Scotland, 
The  Pope's  nuncio  arrived  this  evening  at  Green- 
wich. 

March 


THE   TRUE   PATRIOT.      107 

March  7.  The  Pope's  nuncio  makes  his  public 

«ntry met  at  the  Royal  Exchange  by  my  lor4 

mayor  (a  frenchman)  with  the  aldermen,  who  have 

all  the  honour  to  kifs  his  toe proceeds  to  Paul's- 

churchyard — met  there  by-  father  O-Blaze,  who 
invites  him,  in  the  name  of  the  new  vicar-general 
and  his  docftors,  to  a  combtijiio  hareticcrimt  juft  then 
going  to  be  celebrated.  His  eminence  accepts  the 
offer  kindly,  and  attends  them  to  Smithfield,  where 

the  ordinary  is  introduced  and  v/eli  received The 

nuncio  proceeds  thence  to  St.  James's,  where  he  had 

been   expetled  for  five  hours the   nobility  and 

great  ofxicers  of  (tare  all  admitted  to  kifj  his  toe — 
A  grand  office  opened  the  fame  night  in  Drury-lane 
for  the  fale  of  pardons  and  indulgences, 

March  9.  My  little  boy  Jacky  taken  ill  of  the 
itch.  He  had  been  on  the  parade  with  his  godfatlier 
the  day  before,  to  fee  the  life-guards,  and  had  juft 
touched  one  of  their  plaids. 

March  12.  His  Highnefs  fends  a  meffage  to  the 
commons,  acquainting  them  with  hisdefign  ofequip- 
'  ping   a  large  fleet   for   thi    affiflance  of  his   good 
brother  of  France,  and  for  that  purpofc  demanding 
two  millions  to  be  immediately  raifed  by  a  capitation. 
A  warm  debate  thereon.     His  Highnels  goes  to  the 
houle  of  commons   at  12   at  night,  places  himlcif 
in  the  fpcaker's  chair,  and  introduces   the  French 
am.baffador.     His  excellency  makes  a  long;  fpeech, 
fctting    forth   the  many   fervices   which   his   mailer 
had  done  this  nation,  and  the  great  good-will  he  had 
always   borne   towards  them,  and   concluding  with 
many  haughty  menaces,  in  cafe  they  fliould   prove 
ungrateful  for  all  his  favours.     He  is   feconded  by 
the  laird  of  Keppoch,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
The  fpeaker  (lands  up,  and  utters  the  word  privilci^e, 
upon  which  he  is  lent  to  the  Tov.-er.     Then   Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved,  that  tlie  mem- 
bers againfl:  the  motion  might  have  leave  to  with- 
draw i  and  fevcral  having  left  the  houle,  the  queltiora 
^  was 
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was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  nemine  con^ 
trcidicente. 

March  i6.  Lord  C.  J.  V/ les,  and  admiral 

V n,  hang'd  at  Tyburn.  Several  others  were  re- 
prieved on  the  merit  of  having  been  enemies  to  thofe 
two  great  men,  and  were  only  ordered  to  be  whip: 
at  the  cart's  tail. 

March  17.  Freili  rumours  of  a  plot a  riofin 

the  city a  rifing  in  the  north a  defcent  in  the 

weft — confufions,  uproars,  commitments,  hangings, 
burnings,  i^c.  ^c, 

'    '^verbum  non  amplius  addanu 
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Tec    ^DVJLtOCT     Ctv9pCt)7rOl(TiV    TtfJilCxirdcloi 

EuRip,  in  Ph^niss. 


To  the  T  R  U  E   PATRIOT. 

S  I  R, 

I  AM  a  citizen,  a  haberdaflier  by  trade,  and  one 
of  thofe  perfons  to  whom  the  world  allow  the 
epithets  of  wife  and  prudent.  And  I  enjoy  this 
charafter  the  more,  as  I  can  fairly  afiure  myfelf  1  de- 
ferve  it ;  nor  am  indebted,  on  this  account,  to  any- 
thing but  my  own  regular  condud,  unlefs  to  the 
good  inftructions  with  which  my  father  launched  me 
into  the  world,  and  upon  which  I  formed  this  grand 
principle,  "  That  there  is  no  real  value  in  anything 
**  but  money." 

The 
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The  truth  of  this  propofition  may  be  argued  from 
hence,  that  it  is  the  only  thing  in  the  value  of  which 
mankind  are  agreed  3  for,  as  to  all  other  matters, 
while  they  are  held  in  high  eftimation  by  fome,  they 
are  difregarded  and  looked  on  as  cheap  and  worth- 
lefs  by  others.  Nay,  I  believe  it  is  difficult  to  find 
any  two  perlbns,  Vv'ho  place  an  equal  valuation  011 
any  virtue,  good  or  great  quality  v/hatever. 

Now  having  once  eftablifhed  this  great  rule,  I 
have,  by  reference  to  it,  been  enabled  to  fet  a  certain 
value  on  every  thing  elfe  j  in  which  I  have  governed 
mylelf  by  two  cautions :  ift.  Never  to  purchafe  too 
dear ;  and  sdly,  (which  is  a  more  uncommon  degree 
of  wifdom)  Never  to  overvalue  what  I  am  to  fell ; 
by  which  latter  mifcondufl  I  have  obferved  many 
perfons  guilty  of  great  imprudence. 

It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  trouble  you  with  exempli- 
fications of  the  foregoing  rule,  in  my  ordinary  call- 
ing: I  fhall  proceed  to  acquaint  you  with  my  con- 
duct concerning  thofe  things  which  fome  filly  people 
call  invaluable,  fuch  as  reputation,  virtue,  fenfe, 
beauty,  i^c.  all  which  I  have  reduced  to  a  certain 
ftandard  :  For,  as  your  friend  Mr.  Adams  fays,  in 
his  letter  on  the  late  faft,  I  imagine  every  man, 
woman  and  thing,  to  have  their  price.  His  afto- 
nifiiment  at  which  truth  made  me  fmile,  as  I  dare 
fwear  it  did  you  ;  it  is,  indeed,  agreeable  enough  to 
the  fimplicity  of  his  charadter. 

But  to  proceed In  my  youth  I  fell  violently  in 

love  with  a  very  pretty  woman.  She  had  a  good 
fortune;  but  it  was  500/.  lefs  than  I  could  with 
juftice  demand  (I  was  heartily  in  love  with  her, 
that's  the  truth  on  it)  ;  I  therefore  took  my  pen  and 
ink  (for  I  do  nothing  without  them),  and  fet  down 
the  particulars  in  the  following  manner  : 


Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Amey  Fairface  debtor  to  Stephen  Grub. 

For  fortune,  as  per  marriage 

Per  contra  creditor. 


/. 

s. 

d. 

50©o 

00 

00 

/. 

s. 

V. 

4500 

00 

00 

Imprimis^  To  cafli         —         — 
Item^i  To  beauty  (for  flie  had  al 

great  deal,  and  i  had  a  greats      100     00     00 

value  for  it)  J 

Iteniy  To  wir,  as />^r  converfation  1     10     00 

Jtemj  To  her  affedlion  for  me  30^00     00 

Ite?n,  To  good  houfewifery,  a  fober"^         >r 

chafte  education,  and  being  a 

good  workwoman  at  her  needle, 

in  all 

Jteniy  To  her  flcill  in  mufick         —         i     01     00 
Itewy  To  dancing     — —      00    co     06 


50     00     00 


4683     II     c6 


Mrs.  Amey  debtor  5000     00     00 

P^r  cc/z/rtf  creditor         —        —       4683     11     06 


Due  to  balance         —         —  316     08     06 

You  fee.  Sir,  I  firained  as  hard  as  poffible,  and 
placed  a  higher  value  (perhaps)  on  her  feveral  per- 
feflions,  than  others  would  have  done ;  but  the  ba- 
lance fiill  remained  againft  her,  and  I  was  reduced 
to  the  necefiary  alternative  of  facrificing  that  fum  for 
ever,  or  of  quitting  my  miftrefs.  You  may  eafily 
guefs  on  which  a  prudent  man  would  determine. 
Indeed,  I  had  fufficient  reafoa  to  be  afterwards 
pleafed  with  my  prudence,  as  fhe  proved  to  be  a  lefs 
valuable  wOman  than  I  imagined  j  for,  two  years 
afterwards,  having  had  a  confiderable  lofs  in  trade, 
by  which  the  balance  above  was  fatisfied,  I  renewed 
my  addrelTes,  but  the  falfe- hearted  creature  (for- 
footh)  refufed  to  fee  me. 

A  fecond 


./. 

s. 

d. 

1300 

•00 

00 

/. 

s. 

d. 

I05 

00 

CO 

lOOO 

00 

CO 

500 

CO 

00 

00 

02 

06 

100 

00 

eo 
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A  fecond  occafion  which  I  had  for  my  pen  and  ink, 
in  this  way,  was,  when  the  fuuation  of  my  affairs, 
afcer  fome  lofles,  was  fuch,  that  I  could  clearly  have 
put  1500/.  in  my  pocket  by  breaking.  The  account 
then  ftood  thus : 

Stephen  Grub,  debtor  to  caOi     —  - 
Per  contra  creditor. 

To  danger  to  foiil  2iS  per  perjury 
To  danger  to  body  as  per  felony 
To  lofs  of  reputation  - — — 

To  confcience  SlS  per  injuring  others 
To  incidental  charges,  trouble,  ^c, 

I  am  convinced  you  are  fo  good  a  mafrer  of  fi- 
gures, that  I  need  not  caft  up  the  balance,  which 
muft  fo  vifibly  have  determined  me  to  prelerve  the 
chara£ler  of  an  honell  man. 

Not  to  trouble  you  with  more  inftances  of  a  life, 
of  which  you  may  eafily  guefs  the  whole  by  this 
fpecimen;  for  it  hath  been  entirely  tranfa6led  by  my 
golden  rule  J  I  fhall  haften  to  apply  this  rule,  by 
which  I  fuppofe  many  other  perfons  in  this  city  con- 
dut^  themlelves,  to  the  prefent  times. 

And  here.  Sir,  have  we  not  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  fome  good  men,  for  want  of  duly  confidenng 
the  danger  of  their  property,  i^c,  from  the  pre  lent 
rebellion,  and  low  (late  of  public  credit,  have  been 
too  tenacious  of  their  money  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion ;  for,  if  we  admit  that  the  whole  is  in  danger, 
furely  it  is  the  office  of  prudence  to  be  generous  of 
the  leffer  part,  in  order  to  fecure  the  greater. 

Let  us  fee  how  this  ffands  on  paper;  for  thus  only 
we  can  argue  with  certainty. 

Suppofe,  then,  the  given  fum  of  your  property  be 
20,000/. 

The  value  of  fecuring  this  will  be  more,  or  lefs  ia 
proportion  to  the  danger i  for  the  truth  of  which 

1  need 
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I  need  only  appeal  to  the  common  praftice  of  infur- 
ance. 

If  the  cbance  then  be  twenty  to  one,  it  follows 
that  the  value  of  infurance  is  at  an  avera2;e  with 

lOOO/. 

And  proportionally  more  or  lefs,  as  the  danger  is 
ereater  or  lefs. 

o 

There  are,  befides,  two  other  articles,  which  I  had 
like  to  have  forgot,  to  which  every  man  almoft  af- 
fixes fome  value.  Thefe  are  religion  and  liberty. 
Suppofc  therefore  v/e  fet  down 

/.      s.      d. 
Religion  at  ■  ■  oo     15     00 

And  liberty  at  ._—  00     02     o'3 

And  I  think  none  but  a  profligate  fellow  can  value 
them  at  a  lower  rate  y  it  follows,  that  to  fecure  them 
from  the  fame  proportion  of  danger  as  above,  is  worth 

Now  this  laft  fum  may  be  undoubtedly  faved,  as 
it  would  not  be  miffed  or  called  for,  if  men  would 
only  feriouQy  confider  the  prefervation  of  what  is  fo 
infinitely  more  valuable,  their  property  5  and  ad- 
vance their  money  in  its  defence,  in  due  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  its  danger.  And  as  there  is  nothing 
fo  pleafajit  as  clear  gain,  it  muft  give  fome  fatisfaftion 
to  every  thinking  man,  that  while  he  rifques  his 
money  for  the  prefervation  of  his  property,  his  reli- 
gion and  liberty  are  toffed  him  into  the  bargain. 

You  fee.  Sir,  I  have  fairly  balanced  between  thofe 
hot-headed  zealots,  who  fet  thefe  conveniencies  above 
the  value  of  money,  and  thofe  profligate  wicked 
people,  who  treat  them  as  matters  of  no  concern  or 
moment. 

I  have  therefore  been  a  little  furprized  at  the  back- 
■wardnefs  of  fome  very  prudent  men  on  this  occa- 
fion ;  for  it  would  be  really  doing  them  an  injury  to 
fufpeft  they  do  not  fet  a  jufl:  value  on  money,  while 
every  adion  of  their  lives  demonflrates  the  contrary. 
5  I  can 
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1  can  therefore  impute  this  conduct  only  to  a  firm 
perfuafion  that  there  will  be  foolifh  people  enough 
found,  who,  from  loyalty  to  their  king,  zeal  for  their 
country,  or  fome  other  ridiculous  principle,  will  fub- 
fcribe  fufficient  fums  for  the  defence  of  the  public  ; 
stnd  fo  they  might  fave  their  own  money,  which  will 
ftill  encreafe  in  value,  ih  proportion  to  the  diftrefs 
and  poverty  of  the  nation. 

This  would  be  certainly  a  wife  and  right  way  of 
reafoning  j  and  fuch  a  conduft  muft  be  highly  com- 
mendable, if  the  fad  fuppofed  was  true  j  for  as  no- 
thing is  fo  truly  great  as  to  turn  the  penny  while  the 
world  fufpeils  your  ruinj  fo  to  convert  the  misfor- 
tunes of  a  whole  community  to  your  own  emolument 
rnufl;  be  a  thing  highly  eligible  by  every  good  man, 
i.  e.  every  Plumb.  But  I  am  afraid  this  rule  will 
reach  only  private  perfons  at  moft,  and  cannot  ex- 
tend to  thole  whofe  examples,  while  they  keep  their 
own  purfes  ihut,  lock  up  the  purfes  of  all  their 
neighbours. 

A  FALLACY  of  the  fame  kind  I  am  afraid  we  fall 
into,  when  we  refufe  to  lend  our  money  to  the  go- 
vernment at  a  moderate  intereft,  in  hopes  of  extort- 
ing more  from  the  public  purfe  ;  with  which  thought 
a  very  good  fort  of  man,  a  Plumb,  feemed  yefterday 
to  hug  himfelf  in  a  converfation  which  we  had  upon 
this  fubje6l ;  but  upon  the  neareft  computation  I 
could  make  with  my  pen,  which  I  handled  the  mo- 
ment he  left  me,  I  find  that  this  very  perfon  who 
propofed  to  gain  i  per  Cent,  in  20,000/.  would,  by 
the  confequential  effe(5i:  on  the  public  credit,  be  a 
clear  lofcr  of  2^. 

In  lliort,  1  am  afraid  certain  perfons  may  at  this 
time  run  the  hazard  of  a  fate  which  too  often  attends 
very  wife  men,  who  liave  not  on  all  occafions  a  re-, 
courfe  to  figures,  and  may  inci-r  the  cenfure  of  an  old 
proverb,  <  By  being  penny  wife  and  pound  foolilli.* 
And  llnce  T  may  be  involved,  againll;  my  will,  in  the 

Vol.  Vlll,  I  calamity. 
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calamity,  I  fliall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  pub- 
iifh  thefe  cautions,  from. 


S  I  R, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

STEPHEN    GRUB. 


I\\  B,  As  your  paper  fupplies  the  place  of  three 
evening  pods,  I  fave  ild,  per  week  by  it;  for 
which  pray  accept  my  acknowledgment. 


N°  13.    TUESDAY,   January  28,  1746. 


^i  ron  re5le  injiiluunt  at  que  eruditmt  liherosj  mnfolum 
libcris  fed  et  reipublic^  faciunt  injiiriam.        Cicero. 

MR,  Adams  having  favoured  me  with  a  fecond 
letter,  I  fhall  give  it  the  public  without  any 
apology.  If  any  thing  in  it  fhould  at  firlt  a  little 
fhock  thofe  readers  who  know  the  world  better,  I 
hope  they  v/ill  make  allowances  for  the  ignorance 
and  fimplicity  of  the  writer. 

To  the  TRUE    PATRIOT. 

My  Worthy  Friend, 

I  AM  concerned  to  find,  by  all  our  public  accounts, 
that  the  rebels  ftill  continue  in  the  land.  In  my 
laft  I  evidently  proved,  that  their  fuccefies  were  ow- 
ing to  a  judgment  denounced  againft  our  fins,  and 

concluded 
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concluded  with  fome  exhortations  for  averting  the 
divine  anger,  by  the  only  methods  which  fiiggeiled. 
themitrlves  to  my  aiind,  Thefe  exhortations,  by  the 
event,  I  perceive  have  not  had  that  regard  paid  to 
them  I  had  realbn  to  expedl.  Indeed,!  am  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  conjedure,  by  a  lad  whom  I  lately 
met  at  a  neighbouring  baronet's,  where  I  fojourned 
the  two  iaft  days  of  the  year,  with  my  good  friend 
Mr.  Wilfon. 

This  lad,  whom  I  imagined  to  have  been  come 
fromi  fchool  to  viOt  his  friends  for  the  holidays  (for 
though  he  is  perhaps  of  fufficienr  age,  I  found,  on 
examination,  he  was  not  yet  qualified  for  the  univer- 
fity),  is,- it  feems,  a  m3.n  fc-j  juris ;  and  is,  as  I  gather 
from  the  youngdamfels  Sir  John's  daughters,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fociety  of  hoives.  I  know  not  whether  I 
fpell  the  word  right ;  for  I  am  not  afham.ed  to  fay, 
■I  neither  underftand  its  Etymology  nor  true  im- 
port, as  it  hath  never  once  occurred  in  any  lexicon 
or  dictionary  which  I  have  yet  perufed. 

Whatever  this  ibciety  may  be,  either  the  lad 
with  whom  I  communed  is  an  unworthy  member,  or 
it  would  become  the  government  to  put  it  down  by 
authority  j  for  he  uttered  many  things  during  our 
difcourfe,  for  which  I  would  have  well  fcourged  any 
of  the  youth  under  my  care. 

He  had  not  long  entered  the  chamber  before  he 
acquainted  the  damfels,  that  he  and  his  companions 
had  carried  the  opera,  in  oppoficion  to  the  puts;  by 
which  I  afterwards  learnt  he  meant  all  fobcr  and 
difcreet  perfons.  And  fags  !  fays  he  (I  am  afraid 
though  he  made  w*^^  of  a  worfe  word),  we  expeiftcd 
the  bifhops  would  have  interfered  j  but  if  they  had, 
we  fliould  have  filenced  ihem.  I  then  thought  to 
myfelf,  ftripling,  if  I  had  you  well  horfed  on  the 
back  of  another  lad,  I  would  teach  you  more  reve- 
rence to  their  lordfiiips. 

I  a  This 
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This  opera,  I  am  informed,  is  a  diverfion  in  v/Iiich 
a  prodigious  fuin  of  money,  more  than  is  to  be  col- 
lected out  of  twenty  pariflies,  is  laviihed  away  on 
foreign  eunuchs  and  papilts,  very  fcandalous  to  be 
fuifered  at  any  time,  ei'pecially  at  a  feafon  when  botli 
war  and  famine  hang  over  our  heads. 

During  the  whole  time  of  our  repaft  at  dinner, 
the  young  gentleman  entertained  us  with  an  account 
of  feveral  drums  and  routs,  at  which  he  had  been 
prefenr.  Thcfe  are,  it  feems,  large  congregations 
of  men  and  women,  who,  inflead  of  afiembling  to- 
gether to  hear  Ibmething  that  is  good  ;  nay,  or  to 
divert  themfclyes  Vv'ith  gambols,  Vv'hich  might  be 
allowed  now  and  then  in  holiday  tiir,es,  meet  for  no 
other  purpofe  but  that  of  gaming,  for  a  whole  guinea 
and  much  more  at  a  (lake.  Ac  this  married  wom.en 
fit  up  all  night,  nay  fometimes  till  one  or  two  in  the 
morning,  negleft  their  famili-rs,  lofe  their  money, 
and  fome,  Mr.  Wilfon  fays,  have  been  fufpecfled 
of  doing  even  worfe  than  that.  Yet  this  is  fufFered 
in  a  chriilian  kingdom;  nay  (quod  prorfus  ificredibile 
ejl)^  the  holy  fabbath  is,  it  feems,  proftituted  to 
thefe  wicked  revellingsj  and  card-playing  goes 
on  as  publicly  then,  as  on  any  other  day ;  nor  is 
this  only  among  the  young  lads  and  damfels,  who 
might  be  fuppofed  to  know  no  better,  but  men 
advanced  in  years,  and  grave  matrons,  are  not 
afhamed  of  being  caught  at  the  fame  paflime.  O 
tempera  !    0  mores ! 

When  grace  was  faid  after  meat,  and  the  damfels 
departed,  the  lad  began  to  grow  more  wicked.  Sir 
John,  who  is  an  honefl:  Engiifliman,  hath  no  other 
wine  bur  that  of  Portugal.  This  our  hwe  could 
not  drink  ;  and  when  Sir  John  very  nobly  declared 
he  fcorned  to  indulge  his  palate  with  rarities,  for 
which  he  mufl  furnifh  the  foe  with  money  to  carry  on 
a  war  wirh  the  nation,  the  tripling  replied.  Rat  the 
nation  (God  forgive  me  for  repeating  fuch  words), 

*  I  had 
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I  had  rather  live  under  French  government,  than  be 
debarred  from  French  wine.     Oho,  my  youth!  if  I 

had  you  horfed,  thinks  I  again. But  indeed,  Sir 

John  well  fcourged  him.  with  his  tongue  for  that  ex- 
prefiTion,  and  I  fhould  have  hoped  he  h^d  made  him 
alLamed,  had  not  his  fubfequent  behaviour  fliewn 
him  totally  void  of  grace.  For  when  Sir  John 
afked  him  for  a  toaft,  which  you  know  is  another 
word  for  drinking  the  health  of  one's  friend  or  v/ife, 
or  fome  perfon  of  public  eminence,  he  named  the 
health  of  a  married  woman,  filled  out  a  bumper  of 
wine,  fv^ore  he  would  drink  her  health  in  vinegar, 
and  at  lair  openly  profeft  he  would  commit  adultery 
with  her  if  he  could.  Preh  pudor  !  Nay,  and  if 
fuch  a  fin  might  admit  of  anv  aggravation,  fhe  is, 
it  feems  a  lady  of  very  high  degree,  et  aiiidem  the 
v/ife  of  a  lord. 

Et  dies  et  chart  a  deficerent  fi  omnia  i-eliem  percurrere, 
multa  qiiide'tii  impiira  et  impudica  qn^  inemcrare  nefas^  re- 
citavit.  Nor  is  this  youth,  it  feems,  a  monger  or 
prodigy  in  the  age  he  lives  :  on  the  contrary,  I  am 
told  he  is  an  exemplar  only  of  ail  tne  reft. 

But  I  now  proceed  to  what  mull  furprize  you. 
After  he  had  fpent  an  hour  in  rehearfing  aii  the  vices 
to  which  youth  have  been  eve  too  much  addi6led, 
and  fhewn  us  that  he  was  poflelTed  of  them  all.  Ut 
qui  impudicusj  adulter^  ganeoy  alea^  manii^  ventre  pene^ 
bona  patria  laceraverat,  he  began  to  enter  upon  poli- 
tics : 

O  proceres  cenfore  opus  an  harufpicc  nobis  f 

This  flripling,  this  boivey  this  rake,  difcovercd 
likewife  all  the  wickednefs  peculiar  to  age,  and  that 
he  had  not,  with  thofe  vices  which  proceed  from  the 
warmth  of  youth,  one  of  the  virtues  wiuch  we  Ihould 
naturally  expedl  from  the  fame  fanguine  difpofirion. 
He  fliewed  us,  that  grey  hairs  could  add  notiiing 
but  hypocrify  to  him  5   for  he  avowed  public  prod;- 

I  3  itution, 
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tution,  laughed  at  all  honour,  public  fpirit  and  pa- 
triotifin  ;  and  gave  convincing  proofs  that  the  moft 
phlcgnatic  old  mifer  upon  earth  could  not  be  Iboner 
tempted  with  gold  to  perpetrate  the  mod  horrid 
iniquities  than  himfelf. 

Whether  this  youth  be  (quod  vix  credo)  concerned 
himfelf  in  the  public  weal,  or  whether  he  have  his 
information  from  others,  I  hope  he  greatly  exceeded 
the  truth  in  what  he  delivered  on  this  fubjecl :  For 
was  he  to  be  believed,  the  conclufion  we  mutl  draw 
would  be,  that  the  only  concern  of  our  great- men, 
e/en  at  this  time,  was  for  places  and  penfions :  that 
inftead  of  applying  themfcjves  to  renovate  and  re- 
ftore  our  fick  and  drooping  cammonweai,  they  v/cre 
ftruggling  to  get  clofeft  to  her  heart,  and,  like  leeches, 
to  fuck  her  iaft  drop. of  vital iblood.     ..  j.     i 

I  HOPE,  however,  better  things,  and;that  thii'lad 
deferves  a  good  rod,  as  well  foV  lying  as  for  all  his 
other  iniquity  j  and  if  his  parents  do  not  take  care 
to  have  it  well  laid  on,  1  can  affure  them 'they  have 
much  to  anfwer  for. 

Mr.  Wilfon  now  found  me  grow  very  uneafy,  as 
indeed  1  had  been  from  the  beginning,  nor  could  any 
thing  but  reipcvft  to  the  company  have  prevented  me 
from  correcfling  the  boy  long  before  :  he  therefore 
endeavoured  to  turn  the  difcourfe,  and  alked  oiar 
fpark  when  he  left  London  ?  To  whicij  ,he  anfwered, 
the  Wednefday  before.  Hdw,  Sir,  faid  I,  travel  on 
Chriftmas-day  ?  Was  it  fo,  fays  he,  fags  !  diat's 
more  than  1  knew  ;  but  v^^hy  not  travel  on  Chrift- 
mas-day as  well  as  any  other  ?  Why  nor,  laid  I, 
lifting  my  voice  J  for  I  had  loft  all  patience.  Was 
you  not  brought  up  in  the  chriftian  religion  ?  Did 
you  never  learn  your  catechifm  ?  He  then  burft  out 
into  an  unmannerly  laugh,  and  fo  provoked  me,  that 
I  fliould  certainly  have  fmote  him,  had  1  not  laid  my 
crabttick  down  in  the  window,  and  had  not  Mr: 
Wilfon  been  fortunately  placed  between  us.     Odfo, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Parfon,  fays  he,  are  you  there  ?  I  wonder  I  had 
not  fmoked  you  before.  Smoke  me  !  anfwered  I, 
and  at  the  fame  time  leaped  from  my  chair,  my 
wrath  being  highly  kindled.  At  which  inftant  a 
jackanapes,  who  fat  on  my  left  hand,  wliipt  my 
peruke  from  my  head,  which  I  no  fooner  perceived 
than  I  porredled  him  a  remembrance  over  the  face, 
which  laid  him  fprawling  on  the  floor.  I  was  after- 
wards concerned  at  the  blow,  though  the  confequence 
was  only  a  bloody  nofe,  and  the  lad,  who  was  a  com- 
panion of  the  other's,  and  had  uttered  many  wicked 
things,  which  I  pretermitted  in  my  narrative,  very 
well  deferved  correflion. 

A  BUSTLE  nowarofe,  not  worth  recounting,  which 
ended  in  my  departure  with  Mr.  Wilfon,  though  we 
had  purpofed  to  tarry  there  that  night. 

In  our  way  home,  we  both  lamented  the  peculiar 
hardinefs  of  this  country,  which  feems  bent  on  its 
own  deftruclion,  nor  will  take  warning  by  any  vifita- 
tion,  till  the  utmoft  wrath  of  divine  vengeance 
overtakes  it. 

In  difcourfingupon  this  fubject,  v/e  imputed  much 
of  the  prefent  profligacy  to  the  notorious  want  of 
care  in  parents  in  the  education  of  youth,  who,  as 
my  friend  informs  me,  with  very  little  fchool  learn- 
ing, and  not  at  all  infi:ru6led  (ne  minlme  qiiidem  imbu- 
it)  in  any  principles  of  religion,  virtue,  and  mora- 
lity, are  brought  to  the  great  city,  or  ient  to  travel 
to  other  great  cities  abrorid,  before  they  are  twenty 
years  of  age,  where  they  become  their  own  ma- 
fters,  and  enervate  both  their  bodies  and  minds 
with  all  forts  of  difeafes  and  vices,  before  th  y  are 
adult. 

I  SHALL  conclude  with  a  paflage  in  Ariftotle's  Po- 
litics,   Lib.  VIII.    Cap.   I.      Ot*  y-if    »«  tw  voyoir-,} 

[j^tzhicrTX   Tj^xyuocuvTiO]/  zss^i    Tr,v    ruiv    Viuv    —aiSuxv,    b'Jfif 

T8T0,   (BxaTTTfj  Txi  7ro?uTiixg.       Which,    for    the    fake 

I  4  of 
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the  fake  of  women,  and  thofe  few  gentlemen  who  do 
not  iinderftand  Greek,  I  have  rendered  fomewhat 
paraphraftically  in  the  vernacular.     '  Ko  man  can 

<  doubt  but  that  the  education  of  youth  ought  to  be 
«  the  principal  care  of  every  legiHaior;  by  the  ne- 
«  gleet  of  which,  great  mifchief  accrues  to  the  civil 

<  polity  in  every  city.' 

I  AM,  while  you  write  like  an  honefl:  man,  and  a 
good  chriftian. 

Your  hearty  friend  and  well-v/ifher, 

ABRAHAM  ADAMS, 


N°  23,     TUES  DAY,    April  8,     1746. 


., In  Janus  pauds  videcilur  eo  quod 

jW<3;^i«?<2  p<2n  hominwn  morhojaciatur  eodem,     HoR, 

"f  HAVE  heard  of  a  man  who  believed  there  was 
J^  no  real  exiftence  in  the  world  but  himfelfi  and 
that  whatever  he  faw  without  him  was  mere  phan- 
tom and  illufion. 

This  philoibpher,  I  imagine,  hath  not  had  many 
followers  in  theory;  and  yet  if  we  were  to  derive 
the  principles  of  mankind  from  their  praftice,  we 
fhould  be  almoft  perfuaded  that  fomewhat  like  this 
madnefs  had  pofieflfed  not  only  particular  men,  but 
their  feveral  orders  and  profelTions,  For  though 
they  do  not  abfolutely  deny  all  exiftence  to  other 
perfons  and  things,  yet  it  is  certain  they  hold  them 
of  no  confequence;  and  little  worth  their  confidera- 

tioHj 
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tlon,  unlefs  they  trench  fomewhat  towards  their  own 
order  or  calling. 

As  an  inftance  of  this,  let  us  obferve  three  or  four 
mernbers  of  any  profefilon  met  together  in  a  general 
company,  though  it  be  never  fo  large,  they  make 
no  fcruple  of  engrolTing  the  whole  converfation,  and 
turning  it  to  their  own  profeflion,  without  the  leait 
confideration  of  all  the  other  perfons  prefent. 

Another  example  of  the  fame  temper  may  be  (een 
in  the  monopolizing  particular  words,  and  confining 
their  meaning  to  their  own  purpofss,  as  if  the  reft  of 
the  world  had  in  reality  no  right  to  their  application. 
A  fignal  inftance  of  which  is  in  the  adjeftive  good. 
A  word  which  of  all  cchers  mankind  would  leaft  wifli 
to  be  debarred  from  the  ufe  of,  or  from  appropriat- 
ing to  themfelves  and  their  friends. 

Now,  when  thedivine,  the  free- thinker, the  citizen, 
the  whig,  the  tory,  ^c,  pronounce  fucn  an  individual 
to  be  a  good  man,  it  is  plain  that  they  have  all  fo 
many  different  meanings;  and  he  may  be  a  very 
good  man  in  the  opinion  of  one  in  the  company, 
who  would  be  a  very  bad  one  in  that  of  ail  the 
others. 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  fupped  laft  winter  at  a  fur- 
geon's,  where  were  prefent  lome  others  of  the  faculty. 
The  gentleman  of  the  houfe  declared  he  had  a  very 
good  fubjeft  above  in  the  garret.  As  the  gentleman 
who  faid  this  was,  I  knew,  himfelf  as  good  a  fubjedt 
as  any  in  the  kingdom,  I  could  not  avoid  furprizc  at 
his  chufing  to  confine  fuch  a  perfon  in  a  cold  night, 
in  fuch  a  place  j  but  I  foon  found  my  miftake,  and 
that  this  good  fubjed  had  been  hanged  the  day  be- 
fore for  a  moft  heinous  felony. 

An  error  of  the  fame  kind  once  happened  to  mc 
amongft  fome  gentlemen  of  the  army  who  all  agreed 
that  one  Mr.  Thunderfon  was  the  beft  man  in  Eng- 
land. I  own  I  was  fomewhat  ftaggered  when  1  heard 
he  was  a  corporal  of  grenadiers  i    but  how  much 

more 
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more  was  I  aflonifhed  when  I  found  that  he  had  half 
a  dozen  wives,  and  was  the  wickedeft  fellow  in  the 
whole  regiment. 

I  CANNOT  quit  this  head  without  remarking  that 
much  inconvenience  may  arife  from  thefe  miilakes  j 
and  one  indeed  happened  in  the  laft-mentioned  in- 
llance ;  for  a  grave  wealthy  widow,  of  above  forty, 
in  the  town  where  the  regiment  was  quartered,  hav- 
ing doubtlefs  heard  the  fame  charader  of  this  man 
from  his  officers,  and  mifunderftanding  them,  as  I 
myfclf  had  done  before  their  explanation,  fell  in  love 
with  his  goodnefs,  and  married  him.  A  third  ex-r 
ample  may  be  drawn  from  the  attention  of  the  read- 
ers of  books,  or  the  fpe(5lators  at  plays.  I  have  fome- 
where  heard  of  a  Geographer  who  received  no  other 
pleafure  from  the  ^neid  of  Virgil,  than  by  tracing 
out  the  Voyage  of  iEneas  in  the  map.  To  which  I 
may  add  a  certain  coachmaker,  who  having  fufficient 
Latin  to  read  the  ftory  of  Phaeton  in  the  Metamor- 
phofis,  fhook  his  head  that  fo  fine  a  genius  for  mak- 
in«3"  chariots  as  Ovid  had,  was  thrown  away  on  mak- 
ing poems. 

This  felfilh  attention  (if  I  may  fo  call  it)  in  the 
fpe(Stators  at  our  theatres  mi u ft  be  evident  to  all  who 
have  ever  frequented  them.  Every  joke  on  a  cour- 
tier's not  paying  his  debts,  is  fure  to  receive  a  thun- 
dering applaufe  from  the  pit  and  galleries.  This 
debt  is  hov;ever,  paid  by  the  boxes,  on  the  firfl: 
facetious  allufion  to  horns,  or  any  other  fymbol  of 
cuckoldom.  Indeed,  the  whole  houfe  are  feldom 
unanimous  in  their  claps,  unlefs  when  the  ridicule 
is  againfl;  the  miniftry,  the  law,  or  the  clergy  j 
whence,  I  fuppofe,  that  as  government,  law,  and 
religion  are  looked  upon  as  the  great  grievances  of^ 
the  nation,  the  whole  audience  think  themfelves 
alike  interefted  in  their  demolition. 

I  KNEW  a  gentleman,  who  had  great  delight  in 
©bferving  the  humours  of  the  vulgar,  and  for  that 

purpofe 
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purpofe  ufed  frequently  to  mount  into  the  upper 
gallery.  Here,  as  he  told  me,  he  once  feated  him- 
i'ejf  between  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  he  foon 
difcovered  to  be  a  broken  tailor ;  and  the  other,  a 
fervant  in  a  country  family,  jufl:  arrived  in  town- 
The  play  was  Henry  the  Eighth,  with  that  auguft  re- 
prefentation  of  the  coronation.  The  former  of  thefc, 
inftead  of  admiring  the  great  magnificence  exhibited 
in  that  ceremony,  obferved  with  a  figh,  '  That  he 
'  believed  very  few  of  thefe  clothes  were  paid  for.' 
And  the  latter  being  afl<;ed  how  he  liked  the  play? 
(being  the, firil  he  had  ever  feen)  anfwered,  'It  was 

*  all,  very  fine  -,  but  nothing  came  up,  in  his  opinion, 

*  to  the  ingenuity  of  fnuffing  the  candles.' 

I  CANNOT  omit  the  following  ftory,  which  I  think 
■a  very  ilrong  example  of  the  temper  I  have  above 
remarked.  I  remember  to  have  been  prcfent  at  a  cer- 
tain religious  alfembly  of^the  people  called  Method- 
ifts,  where  the  preacher  named  the  following  text: 

*  It  is  reported  that  fornication  is  among  you.'  The 
whole  congregation,  as  well  as  myfelf,  expeded,  Ibur 
licve,  a  wholefome  differtation  on  all  criminal  con- 
verfe  between  the  fexes ;  and  Tome,  who  laboured  un- 
der I'ufpicions  of  that  kind,  began  to  exprcfs  much 
apprehcnfion  and  uneafinefs  in  their  counienancesi 
but,  to  our  great  furprize,  the  fermon  vvas  enti,rtily 
confined  to  the  former  part  of  the  text,  and  w.e  vverc 
only  inftrufted  in  the  nature  and  various  kjn^s  of  re* 
ports.  This  gave  me  fome  curiofiry  to  enquire  into 
the  character  of  fo  extraordinary  a  preacher,\arjd  I 
found,  to  my  perfcft  latisfadion,  that  he  had  got  h;s 
living  many  years  by  colledling  articles  of  news  for 
one  of  the  public  papers. 

If  we  refled  ferioudy  on  this  difpofition  of  man- 
kind, fo  univerfally  exerted  in  private  lift-,  it  will  lead 
us  to  account  for  the  behaviour  of  men  and  parties 
in  public }  and  we  (hall  lofe  much  of  that  furprize, 
which  might  otherwife  naturally  enough  aflcCl  us, 

S  from 
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from  obfcrving  the  rigid  adherence  which  men  of  no 
difhoneft  charadlers  preferve  to  their  own  party  and 
their  own  fchemes.  Hence  it  is,  that  men  become 
more  the  fubjedlsof  our  confideracion  than  meafuresj 
and  hence  it  hath'fometimes  happened,  that  men 
(and  thofe  not  the  worft  of  men  either)  have  been 
inore  intent  on  advancing  their  own  fchemes,  than 
on  advancing  the  good  of  the  public,  and  would 
have  rKked  the  prefervation  of  the  latter,  rather 
than  have  given  up  the  purfuit  of  the  former.  I 
have  faid  it ;  I  have  invented  it ;  I  have  writ  upon 
hi  are  as  fubftantial  arguments  with  fome  poli- 
ticians, as  they  are  with  the  do6tor  in  Gil  Bias, 
who  had  writ  on  the  virtues  of  hor  water,  and  there- 
fore refufed  to  agree  with  thofe  who  prefcribe  cold. 
To  fay  the  truth,  this  partiality  to  ourfelves,  our 
own  opinions,  and  our  own  party,  hath  introduced 
many  dangerous  evils  into  commonwealths.  It  is 
this  humour  which  keeps  up  the  nameof  Jacobitifm 
in  this  kingdom;  and  it  is  this  humour  only,  from 
which  his  prefent  Majefty  or  his  adminiftration  can 
derive  a  fmgle  enemy  within  it.  The  Opposition 
(if  a  handful  of  men,  and  thofe  for  the  moft  part 
totally  infignificant,  as  well  in  fortune  as  abilities,  are 
worthy  that  name)  would,  I  believe,  be  puzzled  to 
give  any  better  reafon  for  their  conduft  than  the 
aforefaid  doflor,  or  than  parfon  Adams  hath  done  for 
them,  who  fays,  that  Oppofition  is  derived  from  the 
verb  oppono^  and  that  the  Englifh  of  the  verb  oppona 
is  to  oppofe. 
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N"  24.     TUESDAY,  April  iSy   1746. 

Medici  mediam  -pertundite  venam,         Juv, 

I  Have  heard  it  often  objected  to  the  friends  of  the 
government,  when  they  have  exprefled  their  ap- 
prehenfions  of  a  Jacobite-party  in  this  kingdorn,  that 
thefe  fears  were  counterfeited,  in  order  to  fornn  an 
argument  for  the  fupport  of  a  (landing  army,  or  to 
excufe  feme  other  minifterial  fchemes  ;  for  that,  in 
reality,  the  very  feeds  of  Jacobitifm  were  deftroyed, 
and  rooted  out  from  the  minds  of  every  Proteftanc 
Britifh  fubjecl, 

I  AM  not  afhamed  to  own  myfelf  to  have  been  one 
of  the  many  who  were  impofed  on  by  thefe  fuggefl- 
ions  ;  I  am  much  more  concerned  to  fee  that  this  was 
an  impofition,  and  that  experience  fbould  at  lall:  have 
convinced  every  man,  that  there  are  ftiil  fome  per- 
fons  (an  inconfiderable  party  indeed,  v^A^^n  compared 
to  the  number  of  loyal  fiibjeds),  who  profefs  the 
Proteftant  religion,  while  they  wifh  well  to  the  de- 
figns  of  a  Popifli  Pretender. 

The  principal  motive  which  induced  me  to  hold 
my  former  opinion,  was  the  reafonablenefs  of  it.  I 
cifl:)elieved  the  exigence  of  Proteftant  Jacobitifm, 
from  the  fame  principles  which  infpire  me  to  deny 
our  afient  to  many  of  thefe  ftrange  relations  which 
certainly  voyage-writers  recount  to  us.  I  looked 
upon  fuch  an  animal  as  a  greater  moniter,  than  the 
mofl:  romantic  of  thefe  writers  have  ever  defcribed, 
and  was  therefore  eafily  perfuaded  to  credit  thofe 
who  very  folemnly  allured  us,  there  was  no  fuch  to 
be  found  in  the  land. 

I  HAVE  hitherto  avoided  any  conteft  with  chefc 
fort  of  gentlenien,  not  from  the  contempt  of  lb  poor 
a  viftory  J  for  1  fliould  think  my  labours  well  be- 
llowed, in  bringing  the  weakefl  of  them  over  to  the 

caufe 
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caufe  of  truth  ;  but  in  plain  fafl,  they  are  the  lad 
perfons  with  whom  I  would  willingly  enter  the  lifts 
of  difputation,  from  abfolute  delpair  of  fuccefs ;  for 
what  is  fo  difficult  to  anfwer  as  nothing,  or  what 
more  impofTible  to  be  evinced,  than  the  light  of  the 
fun  to  him  who  hath  not  eyes  to  difcern  it.     I  have 
therefore   greatly   admired   the  patriodfm  of  thofe 
heroes,  who  have  formerly  wafted   much  of  their 
time  to  prove,  that  millions  were  not  intended  by 
an  all-good  Being,  for  the  ufe  and  wanton  difpoft- 
tion  of  one  man  ;  that  a  Proteftant  church  was  not 
abfolutely  fecure  under  the  protedion  of  a  prince 
who  looks  on  himfelf  as  bound  by  his  religion,  and 
that  on  pain  of  damnation,  to  deftroy  it ;  that  a 
magiftrate,  attempting  to  deftroy  thofe  laws  and  con- 
ilitutions  which  he  was  fworn  and  obliged  to  defend, 
forfeited  that  power  which  he  fo  entirely  perverted; 
with  numberiefs  other  propofitions  equally  plain  and 
demonftrable,  or  rather  indeed  felf-evident.  So  that 
if  the  abfurdity  of  their  tenets  was  not  of  itfelffuf- 
ficiently  apparent,  and   did  not  glare  them  in  the 
face,  it  hath  been  fo  irrefragably  proved  by  the  la- 
bours of  thofe  good  men,  who  have  undertaken  the 
defence  of  the  revolution,  that  the  Jacobites  of  this 
age  have  no  other  excufe  left,  but  that  of  not  being 
able  to  read. 

This  is  an  excufe  which  I  am  fenfible  may  be 
fairly  pleaded  by  many,  and  thofe  none  the  ieaft 
confiderable  pillars  of  the  party.  There  have  been, 
however,  fome  who  have  not  only  read,  but  have 
endeavoured  to  anfwer  thefe  writers  j  and  have  very 
modeftly  attempted  to  oppofe  the  com.mon  fenfc  of 
mankind,  in  a  point  wherein  their  higheft  intereft 
is  concerned. 

As  fuch  performances  are  feldom  long-lived,  few 
of  them  have  reached  our  days;  but  the  following 
letter,  which  I  look  upon  as  a  very  curious  piece, 
and  which  v/as  written  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king 
William,  contains,  I  believe,  the  funm  of  all  thofe 

arguments 


THE   TRUE    PATRIOT.      127 

arguments  which  have  been  ever  ufed  on  the  behalf 
of  Jacobitifm  j  1   fhall   therefore  give  it  the  reader,  , 
after  having  premifed,  that  it  was  written  by  a  non- 
juror to  his  fon  at  Oxford. 

'  Dear  Son, 

Received  yours  of  the  4th  pafl:,   and  am  fo  well 
fatisfied  with  your  conduct  on  the  birth-day  of 

*  that  old  rump  rogue  with  an  orange,  that  I  have 

*  fent  you  a  draft  on  your  tutor,  according  to  your 

*  defires.    As  long  as  my  fon  preferves  his  principles 
«  found,  I  fliall  not  be  angry  at  any  frolicks  of  youth. 

*  Provided  therefore  you  never  get  drunk  but  on 
'  holidays  (as  the  government  are  pleafed  to  call 

*  them),  and  in  toafting  the  damnation  of  the  rump, 

*  and   confufion  to  the  day,  ^c,  you  may  confefs 

*  yourfelf  freely,   without  fear  of  incurring  my  dif- 

*  pleafure,  I  approve  the  company  you  keep  much. 

*  Be  fure  not  to  herd  with  the  fons  of  courtiers  j  for 

*  there   is  no   confcience  or  honefty  in   them  j  nor 

*  will  the  nation  ever  thrive  till  the  king  enjoys  his 
'own   again;  a  health  which  I  never  fail  to  drink 

*  every  day  of  my  life  in  a  bumper,  and  I  hope  you 

*  do  the  like.     I    fliall   never   think  I  can   remind 

*  you  often  enough  of  thefe  matters  ;  for  I  had  ra- 

*  ther  fee  you  hanged  for  your  true  king,  than  en- 

<  joying  a  place  under  this  orange  rafcal,  who  has 

*  undone   the   nation.     Our  family  have  always,  I 

*  thank  God,  been  of  the  fame  kidney,  and  I  hope 

<  will  remain  fo  to  all  pofterity.     It  is  the  true  old 

*  caufe,  and  we  will  live  and  die  by  it,  boy.    Dama 
«  the  rump  J  that  is  my  mor.to.     Old  England  will 

*  never  lee  any  good  days,  till  it  is  thoroughly  roafted. 

*  Your  godfather.   Sir  John,  dined  with  me  yellcr- 

*  day,  he  afls.ed  kindly  after  you.     We  drank  nine 
^  bottles  a-piece  of  Hum,  and  talked  over  all  mac- 

*  ters.     We  Icarce  uttered  a  word  for  which  the  raf- 
'  cally  whigs  would  not  have  hanged  us  j  but  1  de- 

*  fire 
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*  fire  no  better  from  fellows  who  would  pull  down 

*  the  church,  if  they  had  it  in  their  power.     I  fear 

*  not,  however,  that  it  will  be  able  to  ftand  in  fpite 

*  of  all  their  malice,  and  that  I  lliall  drink  church 

*  and  king  as  long  as  I  live.     You  know  what  king 

*  I  mean.     God  remove  him  from  that  fide  of  the 

*  water  on  which  he  now  is.  Let  every  man  have 
'  his   own,   I  fay,    and   I    am  fure  that  is  the   fenti- 

*  ment  of  an  honeft  man;   and  of  one  who  abhors 

*  thefe  perlecuting  rafcals,  vvho  make  ruen  pa>/  for 

*  their  confciences.  But  do  thou,  my  boy,  rather 
'  fubmit  to  their  power  than  court  their  favour;  for 
'  right  is  right ;   and  though  might  may  overconie 

*  it,  it  can  never  be  abolifiied.  If  kings  derive  their 
'  power  from  heaven,  men  can  have  no  jufi:  pretence 

*  to  deprive  tb.em  o^  it.     Orange  hath  no  fuch  right. 

*  We  knov/  he  was  made  by  vuLny  and  conlcquently 

*  his  title  cannot  be  dedr.cjd  from  heaven.     Your 

*  tutor  informs  me,  you   liave  been   in  great  appre- 

*  henfion  for  the  church  at  Oxford,  and  we  in  the 

*  country  agree  it  is  in  danger  :  But  let  her  enemies 

*  do  what  th  y  can,  honeft  hearts  will   continue  to 

*  drink  to  her  prelcrvation  ;  and  while  the  whigs 
'  fee    the    unalterable  determination   of   our   party, 

*  they  will  always  be  afraid  at  executing  their  wic- 
'  ked  purpofes.     As  to  taxes,  we  muft  expect  them, 

*  while  the  government  is  in  fuch  hands,  and  the 
'  true  king  in  bar.ifliment.  A  whig  juftice  of  peace 

*  at  the  felfions  the  other  day,  had  the  impudence  to 
'tell   me,  they   were   impofed  by   parliament;   but 

*  how  can  that  be  a  ; '; iiament  which  wants  one  pare 
'  in  three  of  its  conllituents ;  nay,  and  that  the  head. 

*  Is  not  the  head  luperior  to  the  body  ?  And  confe- 

*  quently,  hath  not  \.hc  king  a  better  right  to  impofe 
'  taxes,  than  lords  and  commons  without  a  king  ? 
'  Let  right  take  place,  fay  I,  and  then  we  will  pay 

*  without  grumbling  ;  but  to  be  taxed  by  a  rump,  a 
«  (tt  of  whigs  and  prefbyterians,  and  fellows  widi 
<  an  orange  ia  their  mouths ;  1  will  drink  confufion 

«  to 
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to  them  as  long  as  I  can  (land.  However,  I  hope 
foon  to  fee  better  times,  and  that  we  may  change 
our  healths,  and  drink  to  our  friends  openly;  for 
we  are  afTu red  here  by  fome  Roman  Catholic  prieflsi 
who  are  honefier  fellows  than  whigs,  and  may  be 
brought  over  to  go  to  church  in  time,  that  the 
French  King  will  do  his  utmod  to  reftore  us  again 
to  our  liberties  and  properties;  for  v^hich  reafon 
we  always  drink  his  health  and  fuccefs,  immedi- 
ately afcer  church  and  king,  and  confufion  to  the 
rump.  I  hope  you  will  do  the  fame  at  your  club 
at  Oxford  ;  for  take  it  from  m,e  as  1  have  it  from 
others,  that  all  the  hopes  this  nation  have  of  being 
preferved  is  from  that  quarter.  Indeed,  there  wants 
no  other  reafon  for  our  drinking  him,  than  that  the 
whigs  are  his  enemies;  for  nothing  can  ever  be 
good  for  this  nation  which  thofe  rafcals  wifh  well 
to.  I  am  fure  no  one  ever  fufpedled  me  of  wifhing 
well  to  the  Pope,  and  yet  I  would  drink  his  health 
fooner  than  I  would  that  of  a  prefbyterian.  I  hope 
you  will  never  converfe  with  any  fuch,  but  when 
you  can't  find  true  church  of  Englandmen,  rather 
chufepapifts;  for  they  are  Icfs  enemies  to  our  churcli ; 
and  that  they  would  deftroy  it  mud  be  a  lie,  be- 
caufe  the  whigs  fay  it :  But  confufion  to  them  ! 
and  may  the  king  enjoy  his  own  again,  will  always 
be  the  toaft  of,  ^c. 


Vol.  VIII-  K 
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THE 

Jacobite's  journal. 

By    JOHK    TROTT-PLAiD,   Efq; 
N^  15.      SATURDAY,  March  12,  1748. 

To  the  Writer  of  the  JACOBITE  JOURNAL. 

SIR, 

YOU  have  here  a  tranflation  of  a  Latin  Poem, 
intitled,  De  Arte  Jaccbitica,  in  three  books.  I 
have  fent  you  the  Englifh  verfion  of  the  firft  book, 
becaufe  I  have  been  told  that  Jacobites  are  no  fcho- 
lars,  and  iinderftand  no  Latin.  If  you  like  this,' 
you  may  hereafter  receive  the  tranflation  of  the  fe- 
cond  book.     Mean  time,  I  remain  yours,  l^c. 

M.  O.  A.  J. 

TT  O  R  A  C  E  wrote  the  art  of  poetry,  Ovid  the 
•*'■*•  art  of  love,  and  I  write  the  art  of  jacobitifm. 
— Come,  Tifiphone,  from  hell,  bring  with  thee  ill- 
judging  zeal,  and  obftinate  bigotry,  and  infpire  me 
with  all  thy  furies,  while  I  teach  the  black  art  of 
jacobitifm.  'Twas  thou  that  didft  inftrudt  the  holy 
Inquifitors,  andthofe  mifcreants  that  belied  the  facred 
nameof  Jefus,  to  embrue  their  hands  in  chriftiaa 
blood  :  Nor  haft  thou  been  unmindful  of  the  Eng- 
lifii  nation  :  we  too  can  boaft  our  Lauds,  our  Sa- 
cheverels,  our  **  ok*  *ippen*.  [Here  feveral  proper 
8  names 
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names  were  doubtlefs  in  the  original^  but  the  rats 
or  moths  have  devoured  them.] 

Firfl:  of  all,  learn  the  art  of  lying,  and  mifrepre- 
fenting.  Fling  dirt  enough,  and  feme  will  certainly 
llick.  You  may  venture  to  abufe  the  king  himfelf; 
but  do  this  with  caution,  for  the  fake  of  your  ears 
and  head.  But  fpare  not  his  minifrers  ;  give  a  wrong 
turn  to  their  moll  plaufible  adions.  If  they  profe- 
cute  the  war  with  vigour,  fwear  they  are  negledful; 
if  they  defire  a  peace,  call  them  cowards  ;  if  war,  call 
them  blood-thirfty,  and  feekers  after  the  ruin  of  their 
country.  'Twas  by  fuch  arts  as  thefe  that  the  brave 
Marlborough*  and  thejuft  Godolphin,  fell  a  victim 
to  the  intrigues  of  Harley  and  ***.  You  may  add 
perjury  to  your  lies.  Jupiter,  'tis  faid,  laughs  at  the 
perjury  of  lovers ;  he  has  many  a  tim.e  forfvvorn  him** 
felftojuno.  You  have  Jupiter  for  your  example: 
what  can  a  pagan,  like  yourfclf,  defire  more  ? 

The  next  thing  you  are  to  remember,  is  to  feign 
a  love  to  your  country  and  religion  ;  the  lefs  you  have 
of  both,  the  better  you  can  feign  both.  O  liberty  ! 
O  virtue  !  O  my  country  !  Remember  to  have  fuch 
exprefTions  as  thefe  conftanrly  in  your  mouth.  Words 
do  wonders  with  filly  people  ;  but  don't  too  openly 
difcover  your  defign  of  ruining  your  country  by 
changing  the  religion  of  it,  and  introducing  arbitrary 
power  and  a  Popilh  king.  Don't  be  caught  in  your 
own  trap.  Remember  the  end  of  Perillus,  who  v/as 
burnt  in  his  own  bull  j  and  you  may  be  ruined  your- 
felf  before  you  bring  about  the  ruin  of  your  country. 
Keep  therefore  to  general  terms,  and  never  dcfcend 
to  particulars  ;  you  may  wifh  things  went  better.— - 
You  can't  tell,  but  furely  'twas  better  in  good  Queen 
Anna's  days — or  in  the  bacchanalian  times  of  Charles 
— or,  in  the  holy  martyr's  reign.  At  the  mentioning 
the  martyr,  you  may  drop  a  tear  j  and  if  you  are  fure 
of  your  filly  company,  you  may  fwear  the  preienc 
miniftry  cut  off"  his  head.  Anachronifm  in  politicks, 
is  no  more  faulty  than  anachronifm  in  poetry.     If 

K  2  you 
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you  are  among  good  and  orthodox  churchmen,  you 
may  fwcar  the  church  of  England  is  in  danger  under 
a  church  of  England  king,  and  cannot  be  fecure 
unlefs  the  Popifh  Pretender  is  redored.  Paradoxes 
in  converfaticn  are  to  be  fupported  with  confiderice 
and  fophiftry.  Remember  likewife,  that  you  fre- 
quently inculcate  the  divine  right  of  kinps  to  do 
wrong  J  and  that  they  are  accountable  to  God  only 
for  being  devils  upon  earth. 

Various  people  are  to  be  taken  by  various  me- 
thods i  and  a  wife  Proteus  will  turn  himfelf  into  all 
fhapes.  This  Proteus,  the  Eables  (ay,  was  an  Egyp- 
tian conjurer,  and  transformed  himfelf  into  what 
monflrous  appearance  he  pleafed  ;  he  roared  a  lien, 
he  grinned  a  wolf,  he  flashed  a  fire,  he  flowed  a  ri- 
ver. This  Proteus  be  thou  ;  roar,  grin,  flafh,  and 
flow.  Spread  thy  nets,  and  catch  the  various  fry 
with  various  baits.  Confider  a  little  the  difpofitions 
of  mankind  ;  the  young  are  open  and  honed,  the  old 
are  cautious  and  wary.  Old  birds  are  not  to  be  caught 
with  chaff;   and  an  old  hare  will  be  fure  to  double. 

But  you  will  aflc  perhaps  where  the  proper  perfons 
are  to  b^  found,  to  make  profelyces  of  tojacobitifm  ? 
This  is  an  enquiry  worthy  a  fportfman;  for  he  is  a 
bad  huntfman  who  would  beat  about  the  Royal  Ex- 
change for  a  hare  or  a  fox  ;  and  not  a  much  better 
gunner  or  fifherman,  who  goes  a  fiiooting  in  S6mer- 
fet- Gardens,  or  attempts  to  angle  in  the  inagnificent 
balon  there.  As  thofe  all  know  the  places  where  their 
game  refort,  fo  muft  vou.  You  have  no  occafion  to 
go  with  parlbn  Whitefield  to  Georgia  .ifter  a  young 
Jacobite;  but  you  may  go  wiih  parlon  Whitefi-lo  to 
Kennington-Common  or  Bagfliot  Heath,  or  H^un- 
flow,  in  quefl:  of  one  ;  for  want  has  made  manv  a 
inan  a  jacobite,  revenge  more,  and  ignorance  thou- 
fands.  Want  and  penury  bid  you  hope  for  chin^e. 
Revenge  works  fbronger  in  the  human  h'-arr  thm 
even  penury.  Who  can  bear  to  fee  a  rival  ^  rtva:!  ? 
Hence  the  affefted  patriotian  of  *■**  and  **  aiu  *. 
I  [Here 


THE  JACOBITE'S  JOURNAL.       133 

[Here  likewife  are  many  proper  namco  loft,  never  to 
be  retrieved  buc  by  conjedure.]  Ignorance  is  the 
mother  of  jacobitifm.  Hence  the  rural  fportfm^n 
and  fox-hunters  will  fall  an  eafy  prey;  and  the 
country  will  afford  fufHcient  plenty  of  younger  bro- 
thers, whofe  eyes  their  good  mothers  have  kept  be- 
times from  poring  on  Greek  and  Latin  authors  j 
thofe  Greek  and  Latin  autliors,  v^hich  have  been  the 
bane  of  the  Jacobite  caufe,  and  infpired  men  withthe 
love  of  Athenian  liberty  and  old  Rome,  and  taught 
them  to  hate  tyrants  and  arbitrary  governments. 
London  too  has  all  forts  of  game  for  the  net.  Whores 
and  rogues  abound  there ;  many  are  ruined,  and 
moft  in  a  fair  way  of  being  fo.  How  ir.any  dilap- 
pointed  cut-of- place  poor  rogues  do  we  every  d;iy 
meet  ?  And  what  univerfal  ignorance,  attended  with 
complicated  impudence  ?  In  fhort,  the  variety  is  fo 
great,  that  it  will  even  dillrail  your  choice. 

But  above  all,  in  times  of  public  calamities,  then 
remember  your  lefTon  ;  fay,  God  himfelf  is  turned 
our  enemy.  And  if  by  chance  our  monarch  fliould 
meditate  nev/  triumphs,  and  refolve  on  the  punifh- 
ment  of  France;  then,  when  William,  the  avenger, 
is  abroad,  do  thou  raiie  commotions  and  tumults  at 
home  :  Whilft  he,  all  gold,  fhines  in  the  Gallic 
plains,  carrying  in  his  hand  his  father's  thunder;  do 
thou,  all  lies,  walk  the  dirty  (Ireets  of  London  ;  and 
remember,  I  repeat  it  again,  iling  dirt  enough  3 
blacken,  lie,  and  defame.  Perhaps  lome  Jack  Cadq 
may  arife  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  jacobitifm,  and 
lliake  the  throne  itfeif  j  while  fwarms  of  locuds  and 
caterpillars  com«"  from  the  north,  and  devour  tiie 
fruits  of  England. 

Part  of  our  undertaking  dill  remains,  and  part  is 
finilhedj  here  then,  let  us  call  anchor  and  moor  the 
ihip. 


1^3 
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N*'34.      SATURDAY,    July  23,    1748, 


-Takm  fe  lata  ferelat 


Per  medioSi  injians  ojerij  regnifque  futuris.    Virg, 
To  the  Author  of  the  Jacobite  Journal, 

S  I  R, 

TH  E   fcrious  truths  contained   in  this   letter, 
will,  I  hope,  make  an  apology   unneceffary. 
You  are  to  know,   that  I  am   of  that  high  order  of 
beings,  which  the  world  calls  a  married  man  j  that  to 
rendtr  my  itate  of  life  happy,  as  well  as  honovirabre, 
I  have,  in  every  thing,  fubmitted  to  the  will  of  my 
wife  J  and  this,  I  can  truly  fay,  not  more  from  a  con- 
viflion  of  the  great  duty  of  obedience,  than  to  avoid 
contention,  and  to  promote  family-peace  and  good- 
humour  in  my  houfe.    It  is  now  eleven  years  fmce  the 
kindeli:  and  the  lovelieft  of  her  fex  honoured  me  with 
the  pofTelTion  of  her  fweetnefs  :    In  all  v/hich   time, 
till  within  a  little  more  than  a  twelvemonth,  fhe  has 
condefcended   to  make  my   fervitude   my   delight, 
abridging  me  only  v;here  my  wifhes  were  ftrongeft, 
and  confequently  leading  to  excels  j  and  indulging 
me  in  every  thing  indifferent  in  my  own  opinion,  or 
defirable  in  hers.  This  uniformity  of  conducl:  had  ren- 
dered us  the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  our  acquaint- 
ance j  there  was  hardly  a  married  woman  who  vifited 
us,   but  propofcd  me  as  an  example  to  her  hufoand, 
and  treafured  up  the  maxims  of  my  wife,  as  fo  many 
lefTons  for  her  own  conduft.     We  were,  in  fhort,  a 
couple  who  left  not  happinefs  to  chancej  one  planned 
what  the  other  executed,  and  both  enjoyed  the  fruits 
of  our  care.      Alas!  Mr.  Trott-Plaid,  1  wifh  the 
bufinefs  of  this  letter  was  only  to  tcii  you  of  my 

happinefs  5 
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happinefsj  but  that  (however  well  fecured  as  you 
may  think)  has  known  its  period,  and  I  am  at  pre- 
fen-t  the  nrioft  milerable  of  all  beings. 

It  is  now  about  a  year  fince  a  grave  clergyman 
from  Oxford  came  to  board  with  us.  To  this  gen- 
tleman (though  no  feducer  of  what  my  wife  calls  her 
virtue)  I  owe  all  my  misfortunes.  He  had  not  been 
a  month  in  the  family,  before  I  obferved  that  my 
wife's  head  had  taken  a  political  turn;  the  affairs  of 
her  family  began  to  be  negleded  j  and  notvvithfland- 
ing  we  owed  our  entire  fupport  to  a  genteel  poft  I 
enjoyed  unqer  the  government,  1  was  compelled 
every  day  at  table  to  hear  that  government  abufed. 
At  every  glafs  after  dinner,  a  laugh  and  a  whilpered 
toaft  between  my  wife  and  her  friend,  gave  me  frefn 
caufe  of  uneafinefs.  My  eldelt  boy  made  his  apr 
pearance  in  a  plaid  waiftcoat,  and  my  girl's  petticoat 
and  doil  Vv'ere  of  the  fair.e  lluff.  I  was  pleafed  in- 
deed, at  firft,  to  hear  the  child  checked  by  her  mam- 
ma, for  drinking  tlie  King  over  the  water  j  but  was 
as  much  difpleafed  at  the  reafon  of  that  check,  which 
was,  that  James  was  a  phiin  name,  and  would  fave 
the  trouble  of  fuch  unneceffary  dillinctions. 

Upon  this  occafion  it  was,  that  I  took  upon  mc, 
for  the  firft  time,  to  n:ake  a  remonftrance  in  private 
to  my  wife;  which  though  i  did  with  all  the  fub- 
milfion  of  a  hulband,  I  found  to  mv  coll,  tliat  I  had 
done  wrong.  Inftead  of  the  compliance  I  in  fome 
mealurc  expc(fted,  1  was  upbraided  by  her  as  a  mean- 
fpirited  wretch  ;  one  who  was  willing-  to  fubOit  by 
Ihamc,  and  to  acknowledge  favours  from  a  fct  of  men 
whofe  fiiendfnip  was  a  difgrace  to  me  5  and  that  if  I 
expeded  the  continuance  of  her  rep-ard,  I  mull  think 
of  fome  other  means  of  iupporting  my  family,  than 
by  an  infamous  place,  given  me  by  thofe,  who  de- 
rived their  power  of  bellowing  it  from  one  who  want- 
ed right  to  confer  that  power.  You  will  judge  of  my 
concern,  Mr,  Trotr- Plaid,  at  thefe  words.  —  I  was 
forry  to  differ  in  opinion  from  ir.y  wife,  and  yet  was 

K  4  almoil 
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almoft  apt  to  imagine  that  opinion  a  little  unreafon- 
able.  To  think  of  giving  up  my  poft  was  an  im- 
pra6licable  thing,  and  to  live  under  the  dilpleajure 
of  my  wife,  an  impofilble  one.  I  intreated  her  to 
proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  in  this  affair;,  and 
telling  her  I  v/ould  afk  her  friend's  advice  in  it,  I 
left  her  to  conkik  him. 

I  had  the  pleafure  of  finding;  this  honefb  clergy- 
man of  a  contrary  opinion.  He  faw  no  objeftion, 
he  faidj  to  my  holding  a  place  under  the  worll  of 
governaientSj  provided  I  endeavoured,  as  much  as  in 
tne  lay,  to  adt  in  oppofition  to  thofe  v/ho  had  obliged. 
me.  That  neither  religion  nor  confcience  required 
me  to  refufe  favours  from  the  hands  of  thofe  vs^hom 
it  was  my  duty  to  deteft.  That  an  oppofition  of 
this  kind  was  the  more  meritorious,  as  it  was  the 
more  difinterefted  ;  and  the  hazard  of  property  would 
be  the  bed  proof  I  could  give  of  the  fmcerity  of  my 
zeal.  That  all  men  were  under  an  obligation  to 
provide  for  their  families  in  the  beil  manner  they 
were  able  ;  but  though  neceffity  compelled  me  to  eat 
the  bread  of  fhame,  yet  confcience  forbad  me  to  live 
a  life  of  It.  It  was  no  fin  he  faid  in  v/ar,  to  plun- 
der the  enemy  that  we  have  firft  killed  :  and,  by  a 
fimilitude  of  reafoning,  he  conceived  it  was  as  in- 
nocent to  plunder  the  friend  we  intended  afterwards 
to  kill.  That  meafureSj  more  than  men,  wanted  a 
change  ;  and  that  power  was  the  fureft  means  to 
fuin  thole  who  railed  us  to  it.  That  for  his  own 
part,  he  had  hopes  of  preferment  himfelf  from  the 
government,  which  he  intended  to  accept  of  with- 
out fcruple,  as  it  might  furniili  him  with  the  means 
of  doing  good,  and  of  keeping  weaker  men  fror.i 
power,  whofe  miftaken  gratitude  for  obligations 
might  tempt  them  to  make  unfuitable  returns.  For 
thefe  reafonSj  he  faid,  he  begged  leave  to  differ  from 
the  good  lady  of  the  houfe,  and  adviled  me  to  con- 
tinue in  my  pofb,  as  it  ferved  m.e  in  a  double  capa- 
.  thy 3  both  for  private  fupport  and  nr^tional  advantage. 
'    •  •  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  conceal  the  fatisfaflion  of  my  mind  at 
the  reafoning  of  this  worthy  gentleman.  I  fabmit- 
ted  entirely  to  his  opinion  ;  my  wife,  who  is  the  bed 
of  women,  was  eafily  brought  over  by  her  friend, 
and  domeftic  harmony  was  again  reltored.  The 
groans  of  our  bleeding  country  indeed  were  too  of- 
ten in  our  ears,  and  fomewhat  diflurbed  the  tranquil- 
lity of  our  minds  ;  but  the  hope  that  every  one  would 
have  his  own  at  lad,  fet  all  things  right,  and  we 
lived  in  expeflation  of  the  happy  change. 

It  v/as  about  this  time  that  my  wife,  who  had  very 
much  improved  her  fpelling  under  the  tuition  of  her 
friend,  commenced  writer  in  the  caufe.  A  pamphlet, 
called,  The  State  of  the  Nation,  and  Three  Letters  to 
the  Whigs,  are  the  product  of  her  invention.  Iji  thefe 
flie  fo  well  fucceeded,  that  many  were  of  opinion  they 
wanted  nothing  but  truth  to  bennifned  perform.ances. 
Indeed  thatnoble  andfree fpirit  of  fcandal,whichis  the 
characflerifticof  thofe  pamphlets,  isfufficient  evidence 
that  their  author  could   be  no  other  than  a  v;oman. 

We  had  the  pleafure,  foon  after  this,  to  learn  from 
the  clergyman,  that  a  friend  of  his  in  the  adm^iniflra- 
tion  had  nrefented  him  to  a  confiderable  benefice  in 
the  country.  The  good  man  received  our  congratu- 
lations upon  the  occafion  with  tears  J  and  taking  a 
moft  afFcdtionate  leave,  he  retired  to  his  living.  The 
fatisfaftion  we  received  in  our  friend's  promotion 
would  hardly  have  made  us  amends  for  the  pains  of 
parting  with  him,  if  an  unfortunate  accident,  and  Tome 
information  that  fuUov.cd  ir,  had  not  opened  our  eves 
to  fee  that  worthy  gentleman  in  his  proper  cliara(5ter. 

My  wife  was  bufu^d  in  her  j-:o!icical  ftudies  one  day, 
with  her  ljailey'sdi<5tion;'.ry  before  hcr,whenl  received 
a  iiiciTage  from  above,  that  my  employment  was 
taken  from  me — I  enquired  inio  the  m.eaning  of 
fuch  procedure,  and  I  was  anfwered,  thai  I  was  an 
infamous,  ungrateful  fellow  ;  one  that  deferved  hang- 
ing; and  if  I  did  not  mend  mycnanners  and  my  wifi-, 
t!ic  government  might  poifibly  rake  a  feverer  noticeof 
me.  With  thd'c  words  the  mcllenger  Ict'c  mc  ;  and  [ 
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retired  to  my  wife's  apartment  for  comfort  and  ad- 
vice. That  heroic  woman,  inflead  of  calling  my  dif- 
fimulation  a  misfortune,  gloried  in  the  occafion. — It 
was  now,  fhe  faid,  flie  would  apply  to  the  people  for 
that  emolument  the  enemies  of  their  country  had  dif- 
polTefTed  me  of.  Thatfne  had  long  been  foliciced  by 
the  proprietors  of  certain  news-papers  to  lend  her 
abilities.  That  fhe  had  defired  time  to  confider  of 
their  propofals,  but  was  now  determined;  that  fhe 
had  indeed,  for  fome  weeks  paflj  adminiftered  helps 
to  Old  England,  and  the  London  Evening  Pollj,  and 
had  occafionally  furnilhed  a  few  papers  upon  naval 
affairs  in  the  Fooi^  but  that  the  writers  of  thofe  pa- 
pers were  lb  incorrigibly  dull,  that  lier  bare  inter- 
vention vvas  of  little  ufe  i  ihe  therefore  declared,  aa 
the  miniftry  had  provoked  her  to  plan  their  utter 
ruin,  fne  would  hefitj^te  no  longer  to  undertake  the 
fole  direcTtion  of  them.  That  tiie  advantages  arifing 
from  fuch  papers  would  treble  thofe  of  the  poll  I  had 
loiVj  and  that  I  ought  to  look  upon  myfelf  as  the 
happieft  of  men,  in  having  a  head  to  my  family,  who 
knew  how  to  fecure  the  emoluments  of  a  hufband  by 
the  very  means  that  mufb  lave  her  dearer  country 
from  deftruclion. 

My  heart  was  overflowing  with  comfort  at  thcfe 
aJTurances,  when  the  vifit  of  a  friend  interrupted  tiic 
difcourfe. — He  condole*!  with  me  in  the  kindefi  man- 
ner for  the  lofs  of  my  place  j  but,  how,  Mr.  Trort- 
Plaid,  fhall  I  exprefs  my  aftonifhrnicnt,  when  he  al- 
fured  me,  upon  his  own  knowledge,  that  my  friend 
the  cki;gyman,  that  friend  I  fo  dearly  loved,  was  the 
perfon  to  whom  I  v/as  indebted  for  this  obligation  ! 
He  told  me,  that  the  bufinels  of  this  viper,  during 
the  time  of  his  ftay  with  us,  was  to  pay  his  court  to 
the  adminillration,  in  which  he  fo  well  fuccteded,  as 
to  obtain  a  promife  of  preferment.  That  to  perfect 
this  promife,  and  to  remove  any  fufpicions  they 
mi'-^hr  poilibly  entertain  of  his  principles,  he  had 
made  a  voluntary  faciifice  of  my  wife  and  me  s  con- 
cluding:. 
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eluding,  that  I  was  an  avowed  Jacobite,  and  my  wife 
the  writer  of  every  fcurrilous  pamphlet  that  had  in- 
fefted  the  public.  I  own  to  you,  Mr.  Trott-Plaid, 
upon  this  difcovery  I  began  be  afliamed  of  the 
part  I  had  afled. — It  occurred  to  me,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  man  might  poflibly  be  as  falfe  as  his 
friendfhip;  but  my  wife  conceived  a  different  opinion, 
—Bad  praftices,  fhe  faid,  were  no  proof  of  bad  prin- 
ciples;  her's  fhe  knew  were  right;  and  however  ill 
her  friend  might  have  treated  her,  his  name  and 
memory  deferved  refpedt,  as  by  his  means  fhe  was 
become  a  pillar  of  fupport  to  a  falling  nation. 

I  will  not  tire  you,  Mr.  Trott-Plaid,  with  my 
wife's  arguments,  or  my  own  fubmiffions.- — The 
news-papers  abovemenrioned  have  been  ever  fince 
under  her  direction  j  but,  whether  from  a  want  of 
tafte  in  the  public,  or  from  a  knpwledge  that  they 
are  the  writin,.<;s  of  a  woman,  the  propofcd  advantages 
have  fallen  ihort,  even  of  common  fubiillence. — It 
is  impolfible  to  reprelent  to  you  the  difLrefTcs  we  have 
ilruggled  with  ;  but  what  is  the  worft.  of  all,  I  have 
the  concern  to  fee  my  children  taught  treafon  as  foon 
as  they  can  fpe.ak  s  and  my  little  boy,  juH:  eight  years 
old,  the  hopes  of  my  family,  is  turn'd  poet,  and 
writes  the  varies,  as  he  calls  them,  in  the  London 
Evening  Poll;  he  has  juft  lent  fonie  lines  on  th,e 
eciipfe  *  to  the  prefs.  Dear  Sir,  advife  me  what  to 
do ;  for  though  my  wife  hates  you^  and  has  often 
abukd  you  in  print,  I  am. 

Your  affecStionate  friend, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

SIMON    SUPPLE. 

*  Note,  thefe  were  printed  in  the  London  Evening  Po(l  of 
Saturday  bfl,  and  are  well  enough  for  fL'ch  .1  child/ 
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Felices  ter  e?  ampliuSj 
^os  irrupt  a  tenet  copula. 
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RALPH    ALLE 


SIR, 

TH  E  follovving  book  is  fincerely  de- 
figned  to  promote  the  cauTe  of  vir- 
tue, and  to  expofe  feme  of  the  moft  glaring 
evils,  as  well  public  as  private,  which  at  pre- 
fent  infeft  the  country;  though  there  is  fcarce, 
as  I  remember,  a  fingle  ftroke  of  fatire 
aimed  at  any  one  perfon  throughout  the 
whole. 

The  beft  man  is  the  propereft  patron  of 
fuch  an  attempt.  This,  I  believe,  will  be 
readily  granted ;  nor  will  the  public  voice,  I 
think,  be  more  divided  to  whom  they  fhall 
give  that  appellation.  Should  a  letter  indeed 
be  thus  infcribed,  Detur  Optimo,  there 
are   few  perfons   who   would  think  it  wanted 

any  other  diredion. 

» 

I    will    not    trouble    you   witli    a    preface 
concerning  the  work  j   nor  endeavour  to  ob- 
viate 


DEDICATION. 

"viate  any  crltlclfms  which  can  be  made  on 
it.  The  good-natured  reader,  if  his  heart 
fliould  be  here  affected,  will  be  inclined  to 
pardon  many  faults  for  the  pleafure  he  will 
receive  from  a  tender  fenfation  ;  and  for  read- 
ers of  a  different  ftamp,  the  more  faults  they 
can  difcover,  the  more,  I  am  convinced,  they 
will  be  pleafed. 

Nor  will  I  affume  the  fulfome  ffyie  of 
common  dedicators.  I  have  not  their  ufual 
defign  in  this  epiftle ;  nor  will  I  borrow 
their  language.  Long,  'very  long  may  it  be, 
before  a  moft  dreadful  circumftance  fhall  make 
it  poffible  for  any  pen  to  draw  a  juft  and  true 
character  of  yourfelf,  without  incurring  a  fuf- 
picion  of  flattery  in  the  bofoms  of  the  malig- 
nant. This  tafk,  therefore,  I  fhall  defer  till 
that  day  (if  I  fhould  be  fo  unfortunate  as 
ever  to  fee  it),  when  every  good  man  fhall 
pay  a  tear  for  the  fatisfaction  of  his  cariofiiy  ; 
a  day  which  at  prefent^  I  believe,  there  is  but 
one  good  man  in  the  world  who  can  think 
of  it  with  unconcern. 

Accept 
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Accept  then.  Sir,  this  fmall  token  of  that 
love,  that  gratitude,  and  that  refpe£l,  with 
which  I  fhall  always  efteem  it  my  greatest 
HONOUR  to  be, 

S  I  R, 

Your  mofl:  obliged 

And  mod  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
Bow- Street, 
)ec.  2,  1751* 

HENRY  FIELDING. 
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CHAP.     I. 

Containing  ike  Excrdiunij  &c. 

^  I  ^  H  E  various  accidents  which  befel  a  very 
i  worthy  couple,  after  their  uniting  in  iht  date 
of  matrimony,  will  be  the  fubjed  of  the  fol- 
lowing hiftory.  The  diilrelTes  which  they  waded 
through,  were  fome  of  them  fo  exquifite,  and  the 
incidents  which  produced  thcfe  fo  extraordinary, 
that  they  fcemed  to  require  not  only  the  utmolt 
malice,  but  the  utmofl:  invention  which  fuperftition 
hath  ever  attributed  to  Fortune  :  though  whether 
any  fuch  being  interfered  in  the  cafe,  or,  indeed, 
whetlier  there  be  any  fuch  being  in  the  univerfe, 
is  a  matter  wl.ich  I  by  no  means  prefume  to  deter- 
mine in  the  affirmative.  To  fpeak  a  bold  truth,  I 
am,  after  much  mature  deliberation,  inclined  to 
fufpe(5l,  that  the  public  voice  hat!i,  in  all  ages,  done 
much  injullice  to  Fortune,  and  hath  convifled  her 
of  many  fa6ls  in  which  fhe  had  not  the  lead  con- 
cern. I  quedion  much,  whether  we  may  not,  by 
natural  means,  account  for  the  fuccefs  of  knaves, 
the  calamities  of  fools,  with  all  the  miferics  in  which 
men  of  fenfe  fometimics  involve  themfelves,  by  quit- 
ting the  direftions  of  Prudence,  and  following  the 
blind  guidance  of  a  predominant  pafTion  j  in  Hiorr, 

for 


156  AMELIA.  Book  L 

for  all  the  ordinary  phenomena  which  are  imputed 
to  Fortune;  whom,  perhaps,  men  accufe  with  no 
lefs  abfurdity  in  life,  than  a  bad  player  complains 
of  ill  luck  at  the  game  of  chefs. 

But  if  men  are  fometimes  guilty  of  laying  im- 
proper blame  on  this  imaginary  being,  they  are  al- 
together as  apt  to  rqake  her  amends,  by  afcribing 
to  her  honours  which  fhe  as  little  deferves.  To  re- 
trieve the  ill  confequences  of  a  foolifli  condufl, 
and  by  ftruggling  manfully  with  dilirefs  to  fubdue 
it,  is  one  of  the  nobleft  efforts  of  wifdom  and  vir- 
tue. Whoever,  therefore,  calls  fuch  a  man  for- 
tunate, is  guilty  of  no  lefs  impropriety  in  fpeech^ 
than  he  would  be,  who  fhould  call  the  ftatuary  or 
the  poet  fortunate,  who  carved  a  Venus,  or  who 
writ  an  Iliad. 

Life  may  as  properly  be  called  an  arc  as  any 
other  j  and  the  greai;  incidents  in  it  are  no  more  to 
be  confidered  as  mere  accidents,  than  the  feveral 
members  of  a  fine  ftatue,  or  a  noble  poem.  The 
critics  in  all  thefe  are  not  content  v/ith  feeing  any 
thing  to  be  great,  v/ithout  knowing  why  and  how 
it  came  to  be  fo.  By  examining  carefully  the  feveral 
o-radations  which  conduce  to  bring  every  model  to 
perfection,  we  learn  truly  to  know  that  fcience  in 
v/hich  the  model  is  formed  :  As  hiftories  of  this 
kind,  therefore,  may  properly  be  called  models  of 
Human  Life;  fo  by  obferving  minutely  the  feve- 
ral incidents  v/hich  tend  to  the  cataftrophe  or  com- 
pletion of  the  whole,  and  the  minute  caufes  whence 
thofe  incidents  are  produced,  we  fliall  beft  be  in- 
ftrucled  in  this  moR  ufeful  of  all  arts,  which  I  call 
the  Art  of  Life. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     II. 

I'he  hijlcry  fets  cut.  Obfervations  on  the  excellency  of 
the  EngliOi  copjiitution^  ^nd  curious  examinations  be- 
fore a  juftice  cf  peace, 

f~^^  N  the  firfl:  of  April,    in  the  Year  ,   the 

1^^  Warchmen  of  a  certain  parifh  (I  know  not 
particularly  which),  within  the  liberty  of  Weftmin- 
iler,  brought  feveral  perfons  whom  they  had  ap- 
prehended the  preceding  night,  before  Jonathan 
Thrafher,  Efq.  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
for   that  liberty. 

But  here,  reader,  before  we  proceed  to  the  trials 
of  chefe  offenders,  we  fliall,  after  our  ufual  manner, 
premife  forne  things  which  it  may  be  neceffary  for 
thee  to  know. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  I  think,  by  many,  as 
well  as  the  celebrated  writer  of  three  letters,  that 
no  human  inftitution  is  capable  of  confummatc 
perfedion.  An  obfervation  which,  perhaps,  that 
writer  at  lead  gathered  from  difcovering  fome  de- 
fers in  the  polity  even  of  this  well-regulated  na- 
tion. And,  indeed,  if  there  fnould  be  any  fuch 
defe6l  in  a  conftitution  which  my  lord  Coke  long 
ago   told  us,  '  the  wifdom  of  all  the  wife  men  in 

*  the  world,  if  they  had  all   met  together  at  one 

*  time,  could  not  have  equalled,'  which  fome  of 
our  wifeft  men  who  were  met  together  long  before, 
faid,  was  too  good  to  be  altered  in  any  particular; 
and  which,  neverthelefs,  hath  been  mending  ever 
fince,  by  a  very  great  number  of  the  faid  wife  men  : 
if,  I  fay,  this  conftitution  fliould  be  imperfe<5l,  we 
may  be  allovv-ed,  I  think,  to  doubt  whether  any  fuch 
faultlefs  model  can  be  found  among  the  inltitutions 
of  men. 

It  will  probably  be  objefled,   that  the  fmall  im- 
perfcdions  which  I  am  about  to  produce,  do  not 

lie 
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lie  in  the  laws  themfelves,  but  in  the  ill  execution 
of  thenn  j  but,  with  fubmiffion,  this  appears  to  me 
to  be  no  leCs  an  abfurdity,  than  to  fay  of  any  ma- 
chine that  it  is  excellently  made,  though  incapable 
of  performing  its  functions.  Good  laws  fhould  exe- 
cute themfelves  in  a  well-regulated  fhate  j  at  leaft,  if 
the  fame  legiflature  which  provides  the  laws,  doth 
not  provide  for  the  execution  of  them,  they  atfl  as 
Graham  would  do,  if  he  fhould  form  all  the  parts 
of  a  clock  in  the  mod:  exquifite  manner,  yet  put 
them  fo  together  that  the  clock  could  not  go.  In 
this  cafe,  furely  we  might  fay  that  there  was  a  fmail 
defe6l  in  the  conftitution  of  the  clock. 

To  fay  the  truth,  Graham  would  foon  fee  the 
fault,  and  would  eafily  remedy  it.  The  fault  in- 
deed could  be  no  other  than  the  parts  were  impro- 
perly difpofed. 

Perhaps,  reader,  I  have  another  illuftration, 
which  will  fet  my  intention  in  ftill  a  clearer  light  be- 
fore you.  Figure  to  yourfelf  then  a  family,  the  maf- 
ter  of  which  fhould  difpofe  of  the  feveral  oeconomi- 
cal  offices  in  the  following  manner  ;  viz.  fhould  put 
his  butler  on  the  coach-box,  his  lleward  behind  his 
coach,  his  coachman  in  the  butlery,  and  his  footman 
in  the  ftewardniip,  and  in  the  fame  ridiculous  man- 
ner fhould  mil-  ipioy  the  talents  of  every  other  fer- 
vantj  it  is  eafy  to  fee  what  a  figure  fuch  a  family 
mufl  make  in  the  world. 

As  ridiculous  as  this  may  feem,  I  have  often  con- 
fidered  fome  of  the  lower  ofiicers  in  our  civil  go- 
vernment to  be  difpofed  in  this  very  manner.  To 
begin,  I  think,  as  low  as  I  well  can,  with  the 
watchmen  in  our  metropolis ;  who  being  to  guard 
cur  ttreets  by  night  from  thieves  and  robbers,  an 
ofHce  which  at  leaft  requires  ftrength  of  body,  are 
chofen  out  of  thofe  poor  old  decrepit  people,  who 
are,  from  their  want  of  bodily  ftrengchj  rendered  in- 
capable of  getting  a  livelihood  by  work,  Thefe 
men  armed  only  with  a  pole,  which  fome  of  them 

arc 
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are  icarce  able  to  lift,  are  to  fecure  the  perfons  and 
houfes  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  from  the  attacks  of 
gangs  of  young,  bold,  ftout,  defperate,  and  well- 
armed  villains. 

^ce  mn  virihus  ijiis 
Munera  conveniunt. 

If  the  poor  old  fellows  fhould  run  away  from  fuch 
enemies,  no  one  I  think  can  wonder,  unlefs  it  be 
that  they  were  able  to  make  their  efcape. 

The  higher  we  proceed  among  our  public  officers 
and  magiftrates,  the  lefs  defedts  of  this  kind  will, 
perhaps,  be  obfervable.  Mr.  Thraflier,  however, 
the  juflice  before  whom  the  prifoners  above-men- 
tioned were  now  brought,  had  fome  few  imper- 
feflions  in  his  magiftratical  capacity.  I  own,  I  have 
been  fometimes  inclined  to  think,  that  this  office  of 
a  juftice  of  peace  requires  fome  knowledge  of  the 
law  :  for  this  fimple  reafon ;  becaufe  in  every  cafe 
which  comes  before  him,  he  is  to  judge  and  a(5l  ac- 
cording to  law.  Again,  as  thefe  laws  are  contained 
in  a  great  variety  of  books;  the  ftatutes  which  relate 
to  the  office  of  a  juftice  of  peace,  making  of  them- 
felves  at  leaft  two  large  volumes  in  folio  j  and  that 
part  of  his  jurifdidion  which  is  founded  on  the 
common  law  being  difperfed  in  above  a  hundred 
volumes,  I  cannot  conceive  how  this  knowledge., 
fhould  be  acquired  without  reading;  and  yet  cer- 
tain it  is,  Mr,  Thralher  never  read  one  fyllable  of 
the  matter. 

This  perhaps  was  a  defeft ;  but  this  was  not  all : 
for  where  mere  ignorance  is  to  decide  a  point  be- 
tween two  litigants,  it  will  always  be  an  even  chance 
whether  it  decides  right  or  wrong  :  but  forry  am  I 
to  lay,  right  was  often  in  a  much  worfe  fituation 
than  this,  and  wrong  hath  often  had  five  hundred 
to  one  on  his  fide  before  that  magiftrate;  who,  if 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  England,  was  yet 
4  well 
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well  verfed  in  the  laws  of  nature.  He  pcrfe6tly 
well  underftood  that  fundamental  principle  fo  (Irong- 
ly  laid  down  in  the  inrtitutes  of  the  learned  Roche- 
foucault  J  by  which  the  duty  of  felf-love  is  fo  (trong- 
ly  enforced,  and  every  nnan  is  taught  to  confider  him- 
felf  as  the  center  of  gravity,  and  to  attradV  all  things 
thither.  To  fpeak  the  truth  plainly,  the  juftice  was 
never  indifferent  in  a  caufe,  but  when  he  could  get 
nothing  on  either  tide. 

Such  was  the  juftice,  to  whofe  tremendous  bar 
Mr.  Gotobed  the  conftable,  on  the  day  above-men- 
tioned, brought  feveral  delinquents,  who,  as  wc 
have  laid,  had  been  apprehended  by  the  watch  for 
divers  outrages. 

The  firft  who  came  upon  this  trial,  was  as  bloody 
a  fpe6tre  as  ever  the  imagination  of  a  murderer  or  a 
traffic  poet  conceived.  This  poor  wretch  was  charged 
with  a  battery  by  a  much  ftouter  man  than  himfelf  j 
indeed  the  accufed  perfon  bore  about  him  fome  evi- 
dence that  he  had  been  in  an  affray,  his  clothes 
being  very  bloody,  but  certain  open  fluices  on  his 
own  head  fufficiently  flicwed  whence  all  the  fcarlec 
flream  had  iflfued  j  whereas  the  accufer  had  not  the 
leaft  mark  or  appearance  of  any  wound.  The  juftice 
alked  the  defendant,  What  he  meant  by  breaking 

the   king's  peace  ? To  which  he  anfwered - 

*  Upon  my  llioul  I  do  love  the  king  very  well,  and 

<  I  have  not  been  after  breaking  any  thing  of  his 
«  that  I  do  know  ;  but  upon  my  fhoul  this  man  hath 
«  brake  my  head,  and  my  head  did  brake  his  ftick  ; 

<  that  is  all,  gra.'  He  then  offered  to  produce 
fcvcral  witneffes  againft  this  improbable  accufation; 
but  the  juftice  prefently  interrupted  him,  faying, 
«  Sirrah,  your  tongue  betrays  your  guilt.     You  are 

<  an  Lifhman,  and  that  is  always  fufficient  evidence 

<  v^ith  me.' 

The  fecond  criminal  was  a  poor  woman,  who  was 
taken  up  by  the  watch  as  a  ftreet-walker.     It  was  al- 

ledged 
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edged  againd  her,  that  fhe  was  found  walking  the 
ftreets  afcer  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  vvatchman  de- 
clared he  believed  her  to  be  a  common  ftrumper. 
She  pleaded  in  her  defence  (as  was  really  the  truth) 
that  fhe  was  a  fervant,  and  was  fent  by  her  mif- 
trefs,  who  was  a  little  fliopkeeper,  and  upon  the 
point  of  delivery,  to  fetch  a  midwife  j  which  fhe 
offered  to  prove  by  feveral  of  the  neighbours,  if  fhe 
was  allowed  to  fend  for  them.  The  juifice  ailced 
her.  Why  fhe  had  not  done  it  before  ?  to  which  fhe 
anfwered.  She  had  no  money,  and  could  get  no 
ineflenger.  The  juftice  then  called  her  feveral  fcur- 
rilous  names  i  and  declaring  fhe  was  gjiity  within 
the  ftatute  of  ilreet-waiking,  ordered  her  to  Bride- 
well for  a  month. 

A  genteel  young  man  and  woman  were  then  fct 
forward,  and  a  very  grave  looking  perfon  fwore  he 
caught  them  in  a  fin-uuion  which  we  cannot  as  par- 
ticularly d'efcribe  here,  as  he  did  before  the  magif- 
trate  ;  who,  having  received  a  wink  from  his  clerk, 
declared  with  mucii  warmth,  that  the  fad  was  incre- 
dible and  impodible.  He  prefently  difcharged  the 
accufed  parties,  and  was  going,  wiehout  anv  evi- 
dence, to  commit  the  accufer  for  perjury  ;  but  this 
the  clerk  difiuaded  him  from,  faying,  he  doubred 
whether  a  jullice  of  peace  had  any  fuch  power.  The 
judice  at  firft  dilfered  in  opinion  j  and  faid,  '  He 
'   had  feen  a  man  ftand  in  the  pillory  about  perjury; 

*  nay,  he  had  known  a  man  in  gaol  for  it  too  ;  and 
'  how  came    he  there,     if   he   was    not  committed 

*  thither?'  'Why  that  is  true,  Sir,'  anfw«?red  the 
clerk;    *  and  yet  I  have  been  told  by  a  very  great 

*  lawyer,  that  a  man  cannot  be  committed  for  pcr- 

*  jury  before  he  is  inditfled  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  becaufe  it  is  not  againlt  the  peace  before  the 
'  indictment  makes  it  fo.'  '  Why  that  may  be,* 
cries  the  juilice,  *  and  indeed  perjury  is  but  Ican- 
'  dalous  words,  aivd  I  know   a  man  cannot  have  a 

Vol.  Vlll.  M  '  warrant 
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*  warrant  for  thofe,    unlefs  you  put  for    *  rioting 

*  them  into  the  warrant.' 

The  witnefs  was  now  about  to  be  difcharged, 
when  the  lady  wham  he  had  accufed,  declared  fhc 
would  fwear  the  peace  againfc  him  j  for  that  he  had 
called  her  a  whore  feveral  times.     *  Oho!    you  will 

*  Iware  the  peace,  madam,  will  you  ?'  cries  the 
juftice,  *  Give  her  the  peace,  prefently  ;   and  pray,- 

*  Mr.  Conllable,  fecure  the  prifoner,  now  we  have 

*  him,  while  a  warrant  is  made  to  lake  him  up.' 
All  which  was  immediately  performed,  and  the  poor 
witnefs,  for  want  of  fureties,  v;as  fent  to  prifon. 

A  young  fellow,  whofe  name  was  Booth,  was 
now  charged  with  beating  the  watchman,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  office,  and  breaking  his  lanthorn. 
This  was  depofed  by  two  witnefles;  and  the  {bat- 
tered remains  of  a  broken  lanthorn,  which  had 
been  long  preferved  for  the  fake  of  its  teftimony, 
were  produced  to  corroborate  the  evidence.  The 
juftice,  perceiving  the  criminal  to  be  but  fhabbily 
dreft,  was  going  to  commit  him  without  afking  any 
further  queilions.  At  length,  however,  at  the  ear- 
ned requeft  of  the  accufed,  the  worthy  magiftrate 
fubmiried  to  hear  his  defence.  The  young  man 
then  alleged,   as  vvas  in  reality  the  cafe,  ^  That   as 

*  he  was  walking  home  to  his  lodging,   he  faw  two 

*  men  in  the  ftreet  cruelly  beating  a  third,  upon 
«  vv'hich  he  had   llopt  and  endeavoured  to  aifift  the 

*  perfon  who  v/as  lb  unequally  attacked  j  that  the 

*  Opus  efl  intcrprete.  By  the  laws  of  England  abufive  words  are 
not  punifliable  by  the  magiftrate  j  fome  comtnifTioners  of  the 
peace  therefore,  when  one  fcold  hath  applied  to  them  for  a  war- 
rant againfc  another,  from  a  too  eager  deiire  of  doing  juilice, 
have  conilrued  a  little  harmlefs  fcolding  into  a  riot,  which  is  in 
law  an  outrageous  breach  of  the  peace,  committed  by  feveral 
pcrfons,  by  three  at  the  leaH,  nor  can  a  lefs  number  be  convicted 
of  it.  Under  this  word'rioting,  cr  riotting  (for  I  have  feen  it 
ipek  both  ways),  mimy  thcufandsof  old  women  have  been  arrefted 
nnd  put  to  ex'pence,  fom-nin  esin  prifon  for  a  little  intemperate  ufe 
of  th^ir  tongues,  'i  his  pr;:6ice  began  to  decreale  in  the  year  i  -49. 
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*  warch  came  up  during  the  affray,  and  took  them 

*  all  four  into  cuftody ;  that  they  were  innmediately 

*  carried  to  the  roundhoufe,  where  the  two  origi- 

*  nal  affailants,  who  appeared  to  be  men  of  fortune, 

*  found  means  to  make  up  the  m.atter,   and  were 

*  difcharged  by  the  conftable  j    a  favour  which  he 

*  himfelf.,  having  no  money  in  his  pocket,  was  un- 

*  able  to  obtain.     He  utterly  denied  having  affault- 
'  ed  any  of  the  watchmen,  and  folemnly  declared, 

*  that  he  was  offered  his  liberty  at  the  price  of  half 

*  a  crovvn.' 

Though  the  bare  v.'ord  of  an  offender  can  never 
be  taken  againfl  the  oath  of  his  accufer  j  yet  the 
matter  of  this  defence  was  fo  pertinent,  and  de- 
livered with  fuch  an  air  of  truth  and  fincerity, 
that,  had  the  magiftrate  been  endued  with  much 
fagacity,  or  had  he  been  very  moderately  gifted  with 
another  quality  very  ncccliary  to  all  who  are  to  ad- 
minifter  juftice,  he  would  have  employed  fome  la- 
bour in  crofs-examining  the  watchmen  j  at  leaf!  he 
would  have  given  the  defendant  the  time  he  defired 
to  fend  for  the  otiier  perfons  who  were  prefent  at  the 
affray  ;  neither  of  which  he  did.  In  fliort,  the  ma- 
gillrate  had  too  great  an  honour  r'br  Truth  to  fufpecSt 
that  flie  ever  appeared  in  fordid  apparel  j  nor  did  he 
ever  fully  his  fublime  notions  of  that  virtue,  by 
uniting  them  vvich  the  mean  ideas  of  poverty  and 
diftrcfs. 

There  remained  now  only  one  prifoner,  and  that 
was  the  poor  man  himfelf  in  whofe  defence  the  lall 
mentioned  culprit  was  engaged.  Kis  trial  took  but 
a  very  fnort  tiine.  A  caufe  of  battery  and  broken 
lanthorn  was  inliituted  againfl  him,  and  proved  in 
the  fame  manner;  nor  would  the  juflice  hear  one 
word  in  defence  :  but  though  his  patience  was  ex- 
haufted,  his  breath  was  not ;  for  againfl  this  laft 
wretch  he  poured  forth  a  great  many  vollies  of  me- 
naces and  abufe. 
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The  delinquents  were  then  all  dlfpatched  to  pri- 
fon,  under  a  guard  of  watchmen  ;  and  the  julticc 
and  the  conflable  adiourned  to  a  neighbouiing  ale- 
houfe  to  take  their  niorning  repaft. 

C  H  A  P.     III. 

Contai'iiiing  the  infide  of  a  prifon, 

MR.  Booth  (for  we  fiiall  not  trouble  you  with 
the  reft)  was  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  prifon, 
than  a  number  of  perfons  gathered  round  him,  ail 
demanding  garnifh  ;  to  which  Mr.  Booth  not  mak- 
ing a  ready  anfwer,  as  indeed  he  did  not  under- 
ftand  the  word,  fome  were  going  to  lay  hold  of  him, 
when  a  perfon  of  apparent  dignity  came  up  and  in- 
fi(T(^d  that  no  one  ihould  affront  the  gentleman. 
This  perfon  then,  who  was  no  lefs  than  the  mafler 
or  keeper  of  the  prifon,  turning  towards  Mr.  Booth, 
acquainted  him,  that  it  v;as  the  cuftom  of  the 
place  for  every  prifoner,  upon  his  firft  arrival  there, 
to  give  fomething  to  the  former  prifoners  to  make 
them  drink.  This,  he  faid,  was  what  they  called 
garnifh  ;  and  concluded  with  advifing  his  new  cuf- 
tomer  to  draw  his  purfe  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 
Mr.  Booth  anfwered,  That  he  would  very  readily 
comply  with  this  laudable  cuftom,  was  it  in  his 
power  J  but  that  in  reality  he  had  not  a  fliilling  in 
his   pocket,    and,   what  was    worfe,  he   had   not  a 

fliilling  in  the  world. *  Oho  1  if  that  be  the  cafe,' 

cries  the  keeper,'  *  it  is  anoi:her  matter,  and  I  have 
«  nothing  to  fay.'  Upon  which  he  immediately  de- 
parted, and  left  poor  Booth  to  the  mercy  of  his 
companions,  who,  without  lofs  of  time,  applied 
themfelves  to  uncanng,  as  they  termed  it,  and  with 
fuch  dexterity,  that  his  coat  was  not  only  Ilript  off, 
but  out  of  fight  in  a  minute. 

Mr.  Booth  was  too  vveak  to  refift,  and  too  wife 
to  complain  of  this  ufage.    As  foon^  therefore,  as 

*  he 


Chap  3.  AMELIA.  165 

he  was  at  liberty,  and  declared  iree  of  the  place,  he 
fummoned  his  philofophy,  of  which  he  had  no  in- 
confiderable  fhare,  to  his  alTiftance,  and  refolved 
to  make  himfeljf  as  eafy  as  pofTible  under  his  prefent 
circiimfrances. 

Could  his  ov/n  thoughts  indeed  have  fuffered  hiin 
a  moment  to  forget  where  he  was,  the  difpofitions 
of  the  other  prifoners  might  have  induced  him  to 
believe  that  he  had  been  in  a  happier  place :  for 
much  the  greater  part  of  his  fellow-fufferers,  inftead 
of  wailing  and  repining  at  their  conditions,  were 
laughing,  Tinging,  and  diverting  themfelves  with 
various  kinds  of  Iports  and  gambols. 

The  firft  peribn  who  accoiled  him  was  called 
Blear-eyed  Moll;  a  woman  of  no  very  comely  ap- 
pearance. Her  eye  (for  fhe  had  but  one)  whence 
Hie  derived  her  nickname,  was  fuch,  as  that  nick- 
name bcfpoke  i  befides  which,  it  had  two  remarkable 
qualities;  for  firft,  as  if  nature  had  been  careful  to 
provide  for  her  own  defefl,  it  conitantly  looked  to- 
wards her  blind  fide  ;  and  fecondly,  the  ball  con- 
filled  alnjoft  entirely  of  white,  or  rather  yellow, 
with  a  little  grey  fpot  in  the  corner,  fo  fmall  that  it 
was  fcarce  difcernible.  Nofe  Ihe  had  none;  ^or 
Venus,  envious  perhaps  at  her  former  charms,  had 
carried  off  the  griftly  part;  and  fome  earchly  dam- 
fel,  perhaps  from  the  fame  envy,  had  levelled  the 
bone  v;ith  the  reft  of  her  face:  indeed  it  was  far 
beneath  the  bones  of  her  cheeks,  which  role  pro- 
portionally higher  than  is  ufual.  About  ha:f  a 
dozen  ebony  teeth  fortified  that  large  and  long  ca- 
nal, which  nature  had  cut  from  ear  to  ear,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  was  a  chin,  prcpofteroufly  fhort, 
nature  having  turned  up  the  bottom,  inftead  of  fuf- 
ferino-  it  to  prow  to  its  due  length. 

Her  body  was  well  adapted  to  her  face  ;   flie  nva- 

fured  full  as  much  round  the  middle  as  from  head 

to   foot ;    for  befides    the  extreme    breadth   of  her 

back,  lier  vaft  brcafts  had  lung  fince  forlakcn  tlieir 
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native  home,  and  had  fettled  themfelves  a  little  be- 
low the  girdle. 

I  wifh  certain  a<5lre(res  on  the  ftage,  when  they 
are  to  perform  chara6ters  of  no  amiable  cad,  would 
ftudy  to  drefs  themfelves  with  the  propriety  with 
which  Blear-eyed  Moll  was  now  arrayed.  For  the 
fake  of  our  fqueamifli  reader,  we  fhall  not  defcend 
to  particulars  J- let  it  fufficc  to  fay,  nothing  more 
ragged  or  more  dirty,  was  ever  emptied  out  of  the 
round-houfe  at  St.  Giles's. 

We  have  taken  the  more  pains  to  defcribe  this 
perfon  for  two  remarkable  reafons  j  the  one  is,  that, 
this  unlovely  creature  was  taken  in  the  faft  with  a 
very  pretty  young  fellow;  the  othei-,  which  is  more 
produclive  of  moral  lefTon,  is,  that  however  wretched 
her  fortune  may  appear  to  the  reader,  fiie  was  one  of 
the  meirieft  perfons  in   the  v.hoie  prilon. 

Blear-eyed  Moll  then  came  up  to  Mr.  Booth 
with  a  fmile,  or  rather  grin  on  her  countenance,  and 
aflced  him  for  a  dram  of  gin;  and  v/hen  Booth  af- 
fured   her  that  he  had  not  a  penny  of  money,  fhe 

replied,  — D n  your  eyes,  I  thought  by  your 

'  look  you  had  been  a  clever  fellow,  and  upon  the 
*  fnafiiing  lay  *  at  leaf!;  >  but  d — — n  your  body 
^  and  eyes,  I  find  you  are  fome  fneaking  budge  -f 
*■  rafcal.'  She  then  launched  forth  a  volley  of  dread- 
ful oaths,  interlarded  with  fome  language,  not  pro- 
per to  be  repeated  here,  and  v/as  going  to  lay  hold 
on  poor  Booth,  when  a  tall  prifoner,  who  had  been 
very  earneftly  eyeing  Booth  for  fome  time,  came  up, 
and  taking  her  by  the  ihoulder,  flung  her  ofFatfome 
diflance,  curfing  her  for  a  b — h,  and  bidding  her 
let  the  gentleman  alone. 

o 

This  perfon  was  not  himfelf  of  the  mod  inviting 
afpeft.  He  vv^as  long  vifaged,  and  pale,  with  a  red 
beard  of  above  a  fortnight's  growth.  He  was  atr 
tired  in  a  brovvnifn  black  coat,  which  would  have 

*  A  cant  term  for  robbery  on  the  highway, 
f  Another  cant  terzn  for  pilfering. 

fliewed 
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fhev/ed  more  holes  than  it  did,  had  not  the  linen 
which  appeared  through  it,  beenentirely  of  the  fanae 
colour  with  the  cloth. 

This  gentleman,  whofe  name  was  Robinfon,  ad- 
dreffed  himfelf  very  civilly  to  Mr.  Booth,  and  told 
him  he  was  forry  to  fee  one  of  his  appearance  in  that 
place  :  *  For  as  to  your  being  without  your  coat, 

*  Sir,'  fays  he,  '  I  can  eafily  account  f^r  that;   and,- 

*  indeed,  drefs  is  the  leaft  part  which  didingulfbes 

*  a  gentleman.'  At  which  words  he  cali  a  fignifi- 
cant  look  on  his  own  coat,  as  if  he  defired  they  fhould 
be  applied  to  himfelf.  Pie  then  proceeded  in  the 
following  manner  : 

*  I  perceive.  Sir,  you  are  but  juft  arrived  in  tliis 

*  difmal  place,  which  is,  indeed,  rendered  more 
'  detcftable    by   the  wretches  who  inhabit  it,  tlian 

*  by  any  other  circumftance  ;   but  even  thefe  a  wife 

*  man  will  foon  bring  himfelf  to  bear  with  indirfe- 

*  rence  :  for  what  is,  is  ;  and  what  mull  be,  mull: 
'  be.     The  knowledge  of  this,  which,  fimple  as  it 

<  appears,   is   in    truth  the  height  of  all  philofophy, 

*  renders  a  wife  man  fuperior  to  every  evil  which 
f  can  befal  him.     I  hope,  Sir,  no  very  dreadful  ac- 

*  cident  is  the  caufe  of  your  coming  hither  ;   but 

*  whatever  it  was,  you  may  be  aflured  it  could  not 
'  be  Otherwifc  :  for  all  things  happen  by  an  inevi- 
'  table  fatality  ;  and  a  man   can   no  more  refiil  the 

<  impulfe  of  fate,  than  a  wheelbarrow  can  the  force 
^  of  its  driver.' 

Befides  the  obligation  which  Mr.  Robinfon  had 
conferred  on  Mr.  Booth,  in  delivering  him  from 
the  infults  of  Blear-eyed  Moll,  there  was  ibme- 
thing  in  the  manner  of  Robinfon,  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  t!ie  meannefs  of  his  drels.  Itemed  to  dil- 
tinguifli  hini  from  the  crowd  of  wretches  who 
fwarmed  in  thofe  regions  j  and  above  all,  the  fen- 
timents  which  he  had  jull  declared,  very  nearly 
coincided  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Booth  :  this  gentleman 
was  what  they  call  a  freetliinker  j  that   is  ro  fay,  a 
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deift;  or,  perhaps  an  atheilt  j  for  though  he  did  not 
ablblutely  deny  the  exiilencc  of  a  God  ;  yet  he  en- 
tirely denied  his  providence.  A  doflrine  which, 
if  it  is  not  downright  atheiun,  hath  a  direct  ten- 
dency towards  it ;  and,  as  Dr.  Clarice  obferves,  may 
foon  be  driven  into  it.  And  as  to  Mr.  Booth, 
though  he  was  in  his  heart  an  extreme  well-willier 
to  religion  (for  he  was  an  honeft  man)  yet  his  no- 
tions of  it  were  very  Ilight  and  uncertain.  To  fay 
truth,  he  was  in  the  wavering  condition  fo  finely 
defcribed  by  Claudian  : 

lahefacia  cadelat 
Kdigio^  caujaque  viam  non  fyontt  fe quel ar 
yilterius ;  vacuo  qua  currere  femina  mom 
/jffiTmat  \  magvumqiie  novas  fer  inOTie  figuras 
Fortunay  non  arte^  regt  \  qua  ?nimina  Jenfu 
Ambiguo,  vel  nulla -put at ^  vel  Jiefcia  nojiri. 

This  way  of  thinking,  or  rather  of  doubting,   he 
had  contracted  from  the  fame  reafons  which  Clau- 
dian affigns,  and  which  had  induced  Brutus  in  his 
latter   days   to   doubt    the   exiftence  of  that  virtue 
which  he  had  all  his  life  cultivated.     In  ihort,  poor 
Booth  imagined,  that  a  larger  fhare  of  misfortunes 
had  fallen  to  his  lot  than  he  had  merited  j   and  this 
led  him,  who  (though  a  good  claiTical  fcholar)  was 
not  deeply  learned  in  religious  matters,  into  a  dil- 
advantageous  opinion   of  Providence.     A  danger- 
ous way  of  reafoning,  in  which  our  conclufions  are 
not    only    too    hafty,     from    an  imperfefl  view  of 
things  J   but  we  are  likewife  liable  to  much  error 
from   partiality    to  ourfelves  ;  viewing  our  virtues 
ai'd  vices   as  through  a  perfpe£tive,   in  which  we 
turn   the   glafs  always  to  our  own  advantage,  fo  as 
to  diminiili  the  one,  and  as  greatly  to  magnify  the 
o[her. 

From  the   above  reafons,    it  can  be  no  wonder 
th:iu  Mr.  Booth  did  not  decline  the  acquaintance  af 
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this  perfon,  in  a  place  which  could  not  promife  to 
afford  him  any  better.  He  anfvvered  him  there- 
forej  with  great  courtefy,  as  indeed  he  was  of  a 
very  good  and  gentle  difpofition,  and  after  ex- 
prefiing  a  civil  furprize  at  meeting  him  there  de- 
clared himfelf  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  neceflity  of  human  adlions  ;  adding,  how- 
ever, that  he  did  not  believe  men  were  under  any 
blind  impulfe  or  direction  of  fate  j  but  that  every 
man  adted  merely  from  the  force  of  that  pafiion 
which  was  uppermoft  in  his  mind,  and  could  do  no 
otherwife. 

A  difcourfe  now  enfued  betv/een  the  two  oen- 
tlemen,  on  the  neceflity  arifing  from  the  impulfe  of 
fate,  and  the  neceflity  arifing  from  the  impulfe  of 
pafllon,  which,  as  it  will  make  a  pretty  pamphlet  of 
itfelf,  we  fhall  referve  for  fume  future  opportunity. 
When  this  was  ended,  they  fet  forward  to  furvey 
the  gaol,  and  the  prifoners,  with  the  feveral  cafes 
of  whom  Mr.  Robinfon,  who  had  been  fome  time 
under  confinement,  undertook  to  make  Mr.  Booth 
acc^uainted. 

CHAP.    IV. 

Difclcfiug  farther  fecrcts  of  the  prifon-houfe, 

TH  E  firft  perfon s  whom  they  paflTed  by  were 
three  men  in  fetters,  who  were  enjoying  them- 
felves  very  merrily  over  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  a  pipe 
of  tobacco.  Thefe,  Mr.  Robinfon  informed  his 
friend,  were  three  ftreet-robbers,  and  were  all  cer- 
tain of  being  hanged  the  enfuing  fefllons.  So  in- 
confiderable  an  objetSb,  faid  he,  is  mifery  to  light 
minds,  when  it  is  ac  any  diflance. 

A  little  firther  they  beheld  a  man  proflrate  on 
the  ground,  whof:f  heavy  groans,  and  frantic  aClions, 
plainly  indicated  the  higheil  diforder  of  mind. 
This  perfon  was,  it  feems,  committed  for  a  fmall 
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felony;  and  his  wife,  who  then  lay-in,  upon  hearing 
the  news,  had  throsvn  herfelf  from  a  window  two 
pair  of  itairs  high,  by  which  nneans  he  had,  in  all 
probability,  loft  both  her  and  his  child. 

A  very  pretty  girl  then  advanced  towards  them, 
whofe  beauty  Mr.  Booth  could  not  help  admiring 
the  moment  he  law  her  -,  declaring,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  thought  fhe  had  great  innocence  in  her 
countenance.  Robinfon  faid  fhe  was  committed 
thither  as  an  idle  and  diforderly  perfon,  and  a  com- 
mon ftreet-walker.  As  fhe  palled  by  Mr.  Booth,  flie 
damned  his  eyes,  and  difcharged  a  volley  of  words, 
every  one  of  which  was  too  indecent  to  be  repeated. 

They  now  beheld  a  little  creature  fitting  by  her- 
felf in  a  corner,  and  crying  bitterly.  This  girl,  Mr. 
Robinfon  faid,  was  committed,  becaufe  her  father- 
in-law,  who  was  in  the  grenadier-guards,  had  fworn 
that  he  was  afraid  of  his  life,  or  of  fom.e  bodily  harm, 
which  fhe  would  do  him,  and  fhe  could  get  no  fure- 
ties  for  keeping  the  peace  :  for  which  reafon,  juitice 
Thrafiier  had  comrnitced  her  to  prifon. 

A  great  noife  now  arofe,  occafioned  by  the  pri- 
foners  all  flocking  to  fee  a  fellow  whipt  for  petty 
larceny,  to  which  he  was  condemned  by  the  court 
of  quarter-fefTions ;  but  this  foon  ended  in  the  dif- 
appointment  of  the  fpeiftators :  for  the  fellow,  after 
being  ftript,  having  advanced  another  fixpcnce,  was 
difcharged  untouched. 

This  was  immediately  followed  by  another  buflle  ; 
Blear-eyed  Moll,  and  feveral  of  her  companions, 
having  got  poffeflion  of  a  man  who  was  committed 
for  certain  odious  unmanlike  prac^lices,  not  fit  to 
be  named,  were  giving  him  various  kinds  of  dif- 
cipline,  and  would  probably  have  put  an  end  to  him, 
had  he  not  been  relcued  out  of  their  hands  by  au- 
thority. 

When  this  buftle  was  a  little  allayed,  Mr.  Booth 
took  notice  of  a  young  woman  in  rags  firting  on 
the  ground,  and  fuppordng  the  head  of  an  old  man 

in 


Chap.  4.  A  iVI  E  L  I  A.  171 

in  her  lap,  who  appeared  to  be  giving  up  the  ghod. 
Thefe,  Mr.  Robinfon  informed  him,  were  father 
and  daughter}  that  the  latter  v/as  committed  for 
fteiding  a  loaf,  in  order  to  fupporc  the  former,  and 
the  former  for  receiving  it,  knowing  it  to  be  ftolen. 
A  well-drefTed  man  then  walked  furliiy  by  them, 
whom  Mr.  R.obinibn  reported  to  have  been  com- 
mitted on  an  indictment  found  againll  him  for  a 
moil  horrid  perjury  j  bur,  fays  he,  we  expe6l  him 
to  be  bailed  to-liay.  Good  heaven  !  cries  Booth, 
can  fuch  villains  find  bai!,  and  is  no  perfon  charita- 
ble enough  to  bail  that  poor  father  and  daughter  ? 
Oh  !  Sir,  anfwered  Robinfon,  the  offence  of  the 
daughter,  being  felony,  is  held  not  to  be  bailable 
in  law  J  whereas  perjury  is  a  mifdemeanor  only; 
and  therefore  perfbns  who  are  even  indi6ted  for  it, 
are,  neverthelefs,  capable  of  being  bailed.  Nay,  of 
all  perjuries,  that  of  which  this  man  is  indicled,  is 
the  worft  i  for  it  was  with  an  intention  of  taking 
away  the  life  of  an  innocent  perfon  by  form  of  law. 
As  to  perjuries  in  civil  matters,  they  are  not  fo  vf^ry 
criminal.  They  are  not,  faid  Booth  j  and  yet  even 
thefe  are  a  mod  fiagitious  offence,  and  worthy  the 
higheft  punifhment.  Surely  they  ought  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed,  anfwered  Robinfon,  from  the  others : 
for  what  is  taking  away  a  little  property  from  a 
man,  compared  to  taking  away  his  life,  and  his  re- 
putation, and  ruining  his  family  into  the  bargain? 
— I  hope  there  can  be  no  comoarifon  in  the  crimes, 
and  I  think  there  ought  to  be  none  in  the  punitli* 
ment.  However,  at  prelent,  the  punifliment  of  all 
perjury  is  only  pillory,  and  tranfportation  for  fevea 
years;  and  as  it  is  a  traverfable  and  bai  hible  offence, 
methods  are  often  found  to  efcape  any  punilhmenc 
^t  all  *, 

*  By  removing  the  incli*5lmrnt  by  certiorari  Into  the  King's- 
Bcnch,  the  trial  is  fo  long  pollpoued,  and  the  colb  are  fo  highly 
encreafed,  that  profecutors  are  often  tired  outj  and  fomc  inca- 
pacitated from  purfuing.     Vrrhum/apictiti. 

Booth 
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Booth  exprefTc'd  great  ailonifhrnent  at  this,  when 
his  attention  was  fuddenly  diverted  by  the  mofl: 
miferable  objeft  that  he  had  yet  feen.  This  was 
a  wretch  ahTioil  naked,  and  who  bore  in  his  coun- 
tenance, joined  to  an  appearance  of  honcfty,  the 
marks  of  poverty,  hunger,  and  difeafe.  He  had, 
moreover,  a  wooden  leg,  and  two  or  three  fears  on 
his  forehead.  The  cafe  of  this  poor  man  is,  in- 
deed, unhappy  enough,  faid  Robuifon.  He  hath 
ferved  his  country,  loll  his  limb,  and  received  feve- 
ral  wounds  at  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar.  When  he 
was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  abroad,  he  came 
over  to  get  into  that  of  Chelfea,  but  could  not  im- 
mediately, as  none  of  his  officers  were  then  in 
England.  In  the  mean  time,  he  was  one  day  ap- 
prehended and  committed  hither  on  iufpicion  of 
iiealing  three  herrings  from  a  fifhmonger.  He  was 
tried  feveral  months  ago  for  this  offence,  and  ac- 
quitted ;  indeed,  his  innocence  manifeftly  appeared 
at  the  trial  i  but  he  was  brought  back  again  for  his 
fees,  and  here  he  hath  lain  ever  fince. 

Booth  expreffed  great  horror  at  this  account,  and 
declared  if  he  had  only  fo  much  money  in  his  poc- 
ket, he  would  pay  his  fees  for  him ;  but  added, 
that  he  v/as  not  pofiefTcd  of  a  fingle  farthing  in 
the  world. 

Robinfon  hefitated  a  moment,  and  then  faid,  with 
a  fmile,  *  I  am  going  to  make  you.  Sir,  a  very  odd 

<  propofal  after  your  laft  declaration ;   but  what  fay 

<  you   to  a  game   at   cards  ?  it  will  ferve  to  pafs  a 

<  tedious  hour,  and  may  divert  your  thoughts  from 
*  more  unpleafant  fpeculations.' 

I  do  not  imagine  Booth  would  have  agreed  to 
this :  for  though  fome  love  of  gaming  had  been 
formerly  amongft  his  faults  ;  yet  he  was  not  fo 
egregioufly  addided  to  that  vice,  as  to  be  tempted 
by  the  fhabby  plight  of  Robinfon,  who  had,  if  I 
may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  no  charms  for  a  gameller. 
If  he  had,  however,  3,uy  fuch  inclinations,  he  had 

no 
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no  opportunity  to  follow  them  :  for  before  he 
could  make  any  anfwer  to  Robinfon's  propofal,  a 
ftranping  wench  came  up  to  Booth,  and  taking 
hold  of  his  arm,  aiked  him  to  walk  afide  with  her; 
faying,  '  What  a  pox,  are  you  fuch  a  frefh  cull  that 

*  you  do  nor  know  this  fellow?   why,  he  is  a  gam- 

*  bier,  and  committed  for  cheating  at  play.  There 

*  is  not  fuch  a  pickpocket  in  the  whole  quad  */ 

A  fcene  of  altercation  now  enfued,  between  Ro- 
binfon  and  the  Lady,  which  ended  in  a  bout  at 
fifticufrs,  in  which  the  lady  was  greatly  fuperior  to 
the  philofopher. 

Vv'hile  the  two  combatants  were  engaged,  a  grave 
looking  man,  rather  better  dreiTed  than  the  majority 
of  the  company,  came  up  to  Mr.  Booth,  and  tak- 
ing   him    afide,   faid,    *  I   am  forry.    Sir,   to   fee  a 

*  gentleman,  as  you  appear  to  be,  in  fuch  intimacy 
'  with  that  rafcal,  who  makes  no  fcruple  of  difown- 

*  ing  all  revealed  religion.     As  for  crimes,  they  are 

*  human  errors,  and   fignify   but  little ;  nay,  per- 

*  haps  the  worfe  a  man  is  by  nature,  the  more  room 
'  there  is  for  grace.     The  fpirit  is  aftive,  and  loves 

*  beft  to  inhabit  thofe  minds  where  it  may  meet 
'  with   the  mod  work.     Whatever  your  crime  be, 

*  therefore,  I  would  not  have  you  defpair  i   but  ra- 

*  ther  rejoice  at  it :  for  perhaps  it  may  be  the 
<  lueaiis  of  your  being  called.'  He  ran  on  for  a 
confidcrable  time  with  this  c;'nt,  without  waiting 
for  an  anfwer,  and  ended  in  declaring  himfelf  a 
met  hod  id. 

Jiid  as  the  methodid  had  finifhed  his  difcourfe, 
a  beautiful  young  woman  was  ufnered  into  the  gaol. 
She  was  genteel,  and  welldrefled,  and  did  not  in  the 
lead  refemi^le  thofe  females  whon.  Mr.  Booth  had 
hitherto  iccn.  The  condable  had  no  fooner  deli- 
vered her  at  the  gate,  than  fhe  ad:cd,  with  a  com- 
manding voice,  for  tlie  keeper  j  and,  when  he  ar- 
rived, Ihe  faid  to  Iiim,  '  Well,  Sir,  whitncr  am  I  to 
*  A  cunt  word  for  a  prifcn. 

'  be 
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*  be  conducled  ?  I  hope  I  am  not  to  take  up   my 

*  lodgings  with  thefe  creatures.'  The  keeper  an- 
fwered,  with  a  kind  of  furly  refpc-dl,   *   Madam,  we 

*  have  rooms  for  thofe  that   can  afford  to  pay   for 

*  them.*  At  thefe  words  fhe  pulled  a  handfome 
purfe  from  her  pocket,  in  which  many  guineas 
chinked,  faying,  with  an  air  of  indignation,  *  That 

*  fhe  was  not  come  thither  on  account  of  poverty.' 
The  keeper  no  fooner  viewed  the  purfe,  than  his 
features  became  all  fofcened  in  an  inuant;  and  with 
all  the  courtefy  of  which  he  was  mafier,  he  deHred 
the  lady  to  walk  with  him,  afiuring  her  that  Ihe 
Ihould  have  the  bed  apartment  in  his  houfe. 

Mr.  Booth  was  now  left  alone;  for  the  methodift 
had  forfaken  him,  having,  as  the  phrafe  of  the  feet 
is,  fearched  him  to  the  bottom.  In  facTr,  he  had 
thoroughly  examined  every  one  of  Mr.  Booth's 
pockets;  from  which  he  had  conveyed  away  a  pen- 
knife, and  an  iron  fnufF-box,  thefe  being  all  tlie 
moveables  which  were  to  be  found. 

Booth  was  ftanding  near  the  gate  of  the  prifon, 
when  the  young  lady  above  mentioned  was  intro- 
duced into  the  yard.  He  viewed  her  features  very 
attentively,  and  Vv'as  perfuaded  that  he  knew  ker. 
She  was  indeed  fo  remarkably  handiome,  that  it  was 
hardly  pofiible  for  any  who  had  ever  feen  her  to  for- 
get her.  He  enquired  of  one  of  the  under-keepcrs, 
if  the  name  of  the  prifoner  lately  arrived  was  not 
Matthews  ;  to  which  he  was  anfwered,  that  her  name 
was  not  Matthews  but  Vincent,  and  that  fhe  was 
committed  for  murder. 

The  latter  part  of  this  information  made  Mr. 
Booth  fufpeft  his  memory  more  than  the  former; 
for  it  was  very  pofTibie  that  the  might  have  changed 
her  name  ;  but  he  hardly  thought  fhe  could  fo  far 
have  changed  her  nature  as  to  be  guilty  of  a 
crime  fo  very  Incongruous  with  her  former  gentle 
manners  :  f(jr  Mifs  Matthews  had  both  the  birth 
and  education  of  a  gentlewoman.     He  concluded, 

cherefore. 
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therefore,  that  he  was  certainly  miftaken,  and  refled 
fatisfied,  without  any  further  enquiry. 

CHAP.     V. 

Containing  certain  adventures  which  befel  Mr.  Booth  in 
the  prijon* 

THE  remainder  of  the  day  Mr.  Booth  fpent 
in  melancholy  contemplation  on  his  prefent 
condition.  He  was  deftitute  of  the  common  ne- 
celTaries  of  life,  and  confcquently  unable  to  fubfift 
where  he  was  ;  nor  was  there  a  fingle  perfon  in 
town  to  whom  he  could,  with  any  reasonable  hope, 
apply  for  his  delivery.  Grief  for  fome  time  banidi- 
ed  the  thoughts  of  food  from  his  mindj  but,  in  the 
morning,  nature  began  to  grow  uneafy  for  want 
of  her  ufuai  nourilhment :  for  he  had  not  eat  a 
morfcl  during  the  lait  forty  hours.  A  penny  loaf, 
which  is,  it  feems,  the  ordinary  allowance  to  the 
prifoners  in  Bridewell,  was  now  delivered  him  j  and 
while  he  was  eating  this,  a  man  brought  him  a  little 
packet  fealed  up,  informing  him,  that  it  came  by 
a  mefienger,  who  faid  it  required  no  anfwer. 

Mr.  Booth  now  opened  his  packet,  and  after  un- 
folding feveral  pieces  of  blank  paper  fucceflively, 
at  lall  difcovered  a  guinea,  wrapt  with  great  care  in 
the  innermod  paper.  He  was  v^ftly  furprifed  at 
this  fight,  as  he  had  few,  if  any  friends,  from 
whom  he  could  expeft  fuch  a  favour,  flight  as  it 
was ;  and  not  one  of  his  friends,  as  he  was  ap- 
prifed,  knew  of  his  confinement.  As  there  was  no 
direcflion  to  the  packer,  nor  a  word  of  writing  con- 
tained in  it,  lie  began  to  furpc(5l  that  it  was  delivered 
to  the  wrong  perfon  j  and,  being  one  of  the  mod 
untainted  honefty,  he  found  out  the  man  who  gave 
it  to  him,  and  again  examined  him  concerning  the 
perfon  who  brought  ir,  and  the  meiTage  delivered 
with  it.     The  man  allured  Booth  that  he  had  made 

no 
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no  midake  j  faying,  *  If  your  name  is  Booth,  Sir, 
'  I  am  pofitive  you  are  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
'  parcel  I  gave  you  belongs.' 

The  moft  fcrupulous  honefty  would,  perhaps, 
in  fijch  a  fituation,  have  been  well  enough  fatisfied 
in  finding  no  owner  for  the  guinea  j  efpecially  when 
proclamat:ion  had  been  made  in  the  prifon,  that  Mr. 
Booth  had  received  a  packet  without  any  dire6tion, 
to  vvhici),  if  any  perfon  had  any  claim,  and  would 
difcover  the  contents,  he  was  ready  to  deliver  it  to 
fuch  claimant.  No  fuch  claimant  being  found  (I 
mean  none  who  knew  the  contents  ;  for  many  fwore 
that  they  expedcd  juft  fuch  a  packet,  and  believed 
it  to  be  their  property),  Mr.  Booth  very  calmly  re- 
folved  to  apply  the  money  to  his  own  ufe. 

The  firft  thing  after  redemption  of  the  coat, 
which  Mr.  Booth,  hungry  as  he  was,  thought  of, 
was  to  fupply  himfelf  with  fnuff,  which  he  had 
long,  to  his  great  forrow,  been  without.  On  this 
occafion,  he  prefently  miffed  that  iron  box  which 
the  methodift  had  fo  dexteroufly  conveyed  out  of 
his  pocket,  as  we  mentioned  in  the  laft  chapter. 

He  no  fooner  miffed  this  box,  than  he  imme- 
diately fufpefted  that  the  gambler  was  the  perfon 
who  had  itolen  it;  nay,  fo  well  was  he  affured  of 
this  man's  guilt,  that  it  may,  perhaps,  be  improper 
to  fay  he  barely  fufpefted  it.  Though  Mr.  Booth 
was,  as  we  have  hinted,  a  man  of  a  very  fvveet  dif- 
pofition  ;  yet  was  he  rather  overwarmi.  Having, 
therefore,  no  doubt  concerning  the  perfon  of  the 
thief,  he  eagerly  fought  him  out,  and  very  bluntly 
charged  him  with  the  (^&.. 

The  gambler,  whom  I  think  we  fhould  now  call 
the  philofopher,  received  this  charge  without  the 
lealt  'ifible  emotion  either  of  mind  or  mufcle. 
After  :i  ftiort  paufe  of  a  fev/  moments,  he  anfwered, 
with  gr.it  folemnity,  as  follows  :  *  Young  man,  I 
«  am  eni.i  cly  unconcen^ed  at  your  groundjefs  ful- 
*  picion.     He  that  cenfures  a  Uranger,  as  I  am  to 

'  you. 
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*  yon,  without  any  caufe,  makes  a  worfe  compli- 
'  inent  to  hhiifelf  than  to  the  ftranger.     You  know 

*  yourfelf,  friend  ;  you  know  not  me.     It  is  true 

*  indeed,  you  heard  me  accufed  of  being  a  cheat 
'  and  a  gamefter ;  but  who  is  my  accufer  ?  look  at 
'  my  apparel,  friend ;  do  thieves  and  gameders 
'  wear  fuch  clothes  as  thefe  ?  play  is  my  folly,  not 

*  my  vice  J  it  is  my  impulfe,  and  I  have  been  a 
'  martyr  to  it.  Would  a  gamefter  have  aflced  an- 
'  other  to  play  when  he  could  have  loft  eighteen- 
'  pence  and  won  nothing  ?  however,  if  you  are 
'  not  fatisfied,  you  may  fearch  my  pockets  j  the 
*■  outfide  of  all  but  one  will  ferve  your  turn,  and 
'  in  that  one,  there  is  the  eighreen-pence  I  told  you 

*  of.'  He  then  turned  up  his  clothes ;  and  his 
pockets  entirely  refembled  the  pitchers  of  the  Be- 
lides. 

Booth  was  a  little  ftaggercd  at  this  defence. 
He  faid,  the  real  value  of  the  iron  box  was  too  in- 
confiderable  to  mention  ;  but  that  he  had  a  capri- 
cious  value  for  it,  for  the  fake  of  the  perfon  who 
gave  it  him  :  «  for  though  it  is  not,'  faid  he,  *  worth 

*  fixpence,  I  Vv'ould  willingly  give  a  crown  to  any 

*  one  who  v/ould  bring  it  to  me  aQ;ain.' 
Robinfon   anfwered,    '  If  that  be  the  cafe,   you 

'  have  nothing  more  to  do  but  to  fignify  your  in- 

*  tention  in  the  prifon  ;  and  I  am  well  convinced 
^  you  will  not  be  long  without  regaining  the  pof- 

*  feftion  of  your  fnuff-box.' 

This  advice  was  immediately  followed,  and  v.'ith 
fuccefs,  the  methodift  prefently  producing  the  box  j 
which,  he  faid,  he  had  found,  and  fhould  have  re- 
turned it  before,  had  he  known  the  perfon  to  whom 
it  belonged  J  adding,  with  uplifted  eye3,  that  the 
fpirit  would  not  fuffer  him  knowingly  to  detain  the 
goods  of  another,  however  inconfiderable  t(je  value 
was,     *  Why  fo,  friend  ?  faid   Robinfon.     *  Have 

*  I  not  heard  you  often  fay,  the  wickeder  any  man 

*  was,  the   better,  provided  he  was  wliat  you  call 
Vol,  VIII.  ■  N  *  a  believer.* 
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«  a  believer.'  '  You  miftake  me,'  cries  Cooper, 
(for  that  was  the  name  of  the  methodift.),   ^  no  man 

*  can  be  wicked  after  he  is  poffefTed   by  the  fpirit, 

<  There  is  a  wide  difference  betv/een  the  days  of 

*  fiPj  and  the  days  of  grace.     I  have  been   a  finner 

<  myfelf.'  *  I  believe  thee,*  cries  Robinfon,  with  a 
Tneer.  '  I  care  not/  anfvvered  the  other,  *  what  an 
«  atheill  believes.  I  fuppofe  you  would  infinuate 
«  that  I  Hole  the  fnuff-box;  but  I  value  not  your 

*  iTialice  :  the  Lord  knows  my  innocence.*  He  then 
w?lked  off  with  the  reward  j  and  Booth  returning  to 
lk.obinfon,  veryearnefl:lyafl<:ed  pardon  for  hisground- 
lefs  fufpicion ;  v/hich  the  other,  without  any  hefi- 
tation,  accorded  him,  faying,  *  You  never  accufed 
«  me,  Sir  j  you  fufpefted  fome  gambler,  with  whofe 
'  charadler  I  have  no  concern.  I  fhould  be  angry 
'  with  a  friend  or  acquaintance  who  (hould  give  a 

*  hally  credit   to   any  allegation  againft  m.e ;   but  I 

*  have  no  reafon   to  be  offended  with  you  for  be- 

*  lieving  what  the  woman,  and  the  rafcal  who  is 

*  jufl:  gone,  and  who  is  committed  here  for  a  pick- 
'  pocket,  which  you  did  not  perhaps  know,  told 
^  you  to  my  difadvantage.     And  if  you  thought  me 

<  to   be  a  gambler,  you  had  jull  reafon  to  fufpeft 

*  any  ill  of  me  :  for  I  myfelf  am  confined  here  by 

*  the  perjury  of  one  of  thofe  villains  j  who  having 
^  cheated  me  of  my  money  at  play,  and  hearing 

*  that  I  intended  to  apply  to  a  magiftrate  againft 
'  him,  himfelf  began  the  attack,  and  obtained  a 
'  warrant  againft  me  of  juIVice  Threfher,  v/ho,  with- 

*  out  hearing  one  fpeech  in  my  derence,  committed 

*  me  to  this  pla^^e.' 

Booth  teftifi<^  great  companion  at  this  account; 
and  he  having  invited  Robinfon  to  dinner,  they 
fpent  that  day  together.  In  the  afternoon.  Booth 
indulged  his  friend  with  a  game  at  cards  j  at  firft 
for  halfpence,  and  afterwards  for  Diillings,  vthen 
fortune  fo  favoured  Robinfon,  that  he  did  not  leave 
the  other  a  fingle  fhilling  in  his  pocket. 

A  furprifing 
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A  furprifing  run  of  luck  in  a  gamefter,  is  often 
miltaicen  for  fumewhat  elfe,  by  perfons  who  are  not 
over-zealous  believers  in  the  divinity  of  fortune. 
I  have  known  a  ftranger  at  Bath,  who  hath  hap- 
pened fortunately  (I  might  almoft  fay  unfortunately), 
to  have  four  by  honours  in  his  hand  almoft  every 
time  he  dealt,  for  a  whole  evening,  fhunned  uni- 
verfally  by  the  whole  company  the  next  day.  And 
certain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Booth,  though  of  a  temper 
very  little  inclined  to  fufpicion,  began  to  waver  in 
his  opinion,  whether  the  charaf^er  given  by  Mr. 
Robinfon  of  himfelf,  or  that  which  the  others  gave 
of  him,  was  the  truer. 

In  the  morning,  hunger  paid  him  a  fecond  vifit, 
and  found  him  again  in  the  fame  fituation  as  before. 
After  foine  deliberation,  therefore,  he  refolved  to 
afk  Robinfon  to  lend  him  a  fniliing  or  two  of  thac 
money  which  was  lately  his  own.  And  this  expe- 
riment, he  thought,  would  confirm  him  either  in  a 
good  or  evil  opinion  of  tliat  gentleman. 

To  this  demand,  Robinfon  anfwercd,  with  great 
alacrity,  that  he  fhould  very  gladly  have  complied, 
had  not  fortune  played  one  of  her  jade  tricks  with 
him  :  *  for  fince  my  winning  ot  you,'  fiid  he,  ^  I 
*  have  been  ftript  not  only  of  your  money,  but  my 
<  own.'  He  was  going  to  haranguj  farther;  but 
Booth,  with  great  indignation,  turned  f-:)m  him. 

This  poor  gentleman  had  very  little  time  to  re- 
flect on  his  own  mifery,  or  the  rafcality,  as  it  ap- 
peared ro  him,  of  the  other,  when  %ije  fame  perfon, 
who  had  the  day  before  delivered  him  the  ^'uinea 
from  the  unknown  hand,  again  accofted  him,  and 
told  him  a  lady  in  the  houfe  (lohe  expreffcd  liimfelf), 
defired  the  favour  of  his  company. 

Mr.  Booth  immediately  obeyed  tlie  meflage,  and 
was  conduced  into  a  room  in  the  prifon,  where  he 
was  prefently  convinced  that  Mrs.  Vincent  was  no 
other  than  his  old  acquaintance  Mifs  Matthc.vs. 

N  2  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     VI. 

Containing  the  extraordinary  behaviour  of  Mifs  Mat- 
thews on  her  meeting  with  Booth,  and  fame  endea- 
vours to  pyove^  by  reafon  and  authority^  that  it  is 
P'^Jftble  for  a  vooman  to  appear  to  be  what  fhe  really 
is  not, 

EI  GHT  or  nine  years  had  pafled,  lince  any  in- 
terview between  Mr.  Booth  and  Mifs  Mat- 
thev/s ;  and  their  meeting  now  in  fo  extraordinary 
a  place  atfecfted  both  of  them  with  an  equal  lurprife. 

After  fome  immaterial  ceremonies,  the  lady  ac- 
quainted Mr.  Booth,  that  having  heard  there  was  a 
pcrfon  in  the  prifon  who  knew  her  by  the  name  of 
Matthews,  flie  had  great  curiofity  to  enquire  who 
he  was,  whereupon  he  had  been  fiiev/n  to  her  from 
the  window  of  the  houfcj  that  Ihe  immediately  re- 
colle6led  him,  and  being  informed  of  his  diftrefsful 
fiLuation,  for  v/hich  fhe  exprefied  great  concern, 
fhe  had  fent  him  that  guinea  which  he  had  received 
the  day  before;  and  then  proceeded  to  exrufe  her- 
felf  for  not  having  defired  to  fee  him  at  that  time, 
when  fhe  was  under  the  greateft  diforder  and  hurry 
of  fpirits. 

Booth  made  many  handfome  acknowledgments 
of  her  favour ;  and  added,  that  he  very  little  w(jn- 
dered  at  the  diforder  of  her  fpirits,  concluding,  that 
he  was  heartily  concerned  at  feeing  her  there  >  but  I 
hope.  Madam,  faid  he 

Here  he  hefitated;  upon  which,  burfting  into  an 
agony  of  tears,  Ihe  cried  out,,  *  O  captain  !  cap- 
«  tain  !    many  extraordinary  things  have  pall  fince 

*  lafl  I  faw  you.     O  gracious  heaven  1  did  I  ever 

*  exped:  that  this  would  be  the  next  place  of  our 

*  meeting !' 

She  then  flung  herfelf  into   her  chair,   where  fhe 

gave  a  loofe  to  her  pafllon,  whilft  he,  in  the  mofl: 

I  affcdionate 
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affeftionate  and  tender  manner,  endeavoured  to 
foothe  and  comfort  her;  but  pafiion  icfelf  did,  pro- 
bably, more  for  irs  ov/n  relief,  than  all  his  friendly 
confoiations.  Having  vented  this  in  a  large  flood 
of  tears,  fhe  became  pretty  well  compofed  ;  but 
Booth  unhappily  mentioning  her  father,  fhe  again 
relapfed   into    an    agony,    and    cried   out,    '  Why  ? 

*  why  will  you  repeat  the  name  of  that  dear  man  ? 

*  I  have  dilgraced  him,  Mr.  Booth,  I  am  unwor- 
'  thy  the  name  of  his  daughter.' — Here  paffion 
again  ftopped  her  words,  and  difcharged  itfelf  in 
tears. 

After  this  fecond  vent  of  forrov/  or  fhame  ;  or, 
if  the  reader  pleafes,  of  rage  ;  (he  once  more  re- 
covered from  her  agonies.  To  fay  the  truch,  thefe 
are,  I  believe,  as  'critical  difcharges  of  nature,  as 
any  of  thofe  which  are  fo  called  by  the  phyficians ; 
and  do  more  effeilually  relieve  the  mind,  than  any 
remedies  with  which  the  v/hole  Materia  Medica  of 
philofophy  can  fupply  it. 

When  Mrs.  Vincent  had  recovered  her  f;Kulties, 
Ihe  perceived  Booth  fcanding  filent,  with  a  mixture 
of  concern  and  adonifliment  in  his  countenance; 
then  addrelTing  herfell  to  him  with  an  air  of  moft 
bewitching  fofcnefs,  of  which  flie  was  a  perfedt 
millrefs,  fne  faid,   ^  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  amaze- 

*  ment.  Captain  Booth  ;    nor  indeed  at  the  concern 

<  which  you  fo  plainly  difcover  for  me  :  for  I 
'  well  know  the  goodnefs  of  your  nature:  but,  O, 
'  Mr.   Booth  !    believe  me,   when  you   know  what 

*  hath  happened  fince  our  laft  meeting.,  your  con- 

<  cern  will  be  railed,  however  your  allonilliment 
'  may  ceafe.  O,  Sir!  you  are  a  llranger  to  the 
'  caufe  of  my  foirows.' 

'  I  hope,  I  am.  Madam,'  anfwered  he  ;  '  for  I 
'  cannot  believe  what  1  have  heard  in  the  prifnn  — 
^  furcly  murder' — at  which  words  llie  ftartcd  from 
her  chair,  repeating,  murder  !    *  Oh  !    ic  is  mufic  in 

*  my  cars! — You  have  heard  then  the  caufe  of  my 

N  J  *  com- 


i82  AMELIA.  Book  I. 

*  commitmenr,   my  glory,  my  delighr,  my  repara- 
'  tion  : — Yes,  my  old  friend,  this  is  the  hand,  this 

*  is  tl\e  arm  that  drove  the  penknife  to  his  heart. 

*  Unkind  fortune,  that  not  one  drop  of  his  blood 
'  reached  my  hand. — Indeed,   Sir,   I  would   never 

*  have  wafhed  it  from  it. — But  though  I  have  not 

*  the  happinefs  to  fee  it  on  my  hand,  I  have  the 

*  glorious  fatisfadion  of  remembering  I  faw  it  run 

*  in  rivers  on  the  floor  j  I  fav/  it  forfake  his  cheeks. 

*  I  faw  him  fall  a  martyr  to  my  revenge.  And  is 
'  the  killing  a  villain  to  be  called  murder  ?  per- 
^  haps  the  law  calls  it  fo. — Let  it  call  it  what  it  will, 

*  or  punifh  me  as  it  pleafes. Punifn  m.e  ! — no, 

<  no — that   is   not  in  the  power    of  man — not  of 

<  that  monfter  Man,  Mr.  Booth.  I  am  undone,  am 
'  revenged,  and  have  now  no  more  bufinefs  for  life  j 

<  lei  them  take  it  from  me  when  they  will.' 

Our  poor  gentleman  turned  pale  with  horror  at 
this  fpeech,  and  the  ejaculation  of  Good  Heavens ! 
■what  do  I  hear  !  burlt  fpontaneoufly  from  his  lips  ; 
nor  can  we  wonder  at  this,  though  he  was  the 
braveft  of  men  ;  for  her  voice,  her  looks,  her  gef- 
tures,  were  properly  adapted  to  the  fentiments  (he 
expreli.  Such  indeed  was  her  image,  that  neither 
could  Shakefpeare  defcribe,  nor  Hogarth  paint,  nor 
Clive  aft  a  fury  in  higher  perfeflion. 

'  What  do  you  hear  ?'  reiterated  fhe,  '  You 
^  hear  the  refentment  of  the  moft  injured  of  women, 

<  You  have  heard,  you  fay,  of  the  murder  j  but  do 

<  you  know  the  caufe,  Mr.  Booth .?  have  you,  fince 
?  your   return   to   England,    vifited    that    country 

*  where  we  formerly  knew  one  another  ?  tell  me, 

*  do  you  know  my  wretched  ftcry  ?  tell  me  that, 
^  my  friend.' 

B>oth  hefitated  for  an  anfwer;  indeed,  he  had 
heard  fome  imperfect  llories,  not  much  to  her  ad- 
vantage, She  waited  not  till  he  had  formed  a 
fpeech  i  but  cried,  *  Whatever  you  may  have  heard, 

<  ypu  cannot   be  acquainted  with   all  the  ftrange 

^  ;^ccident5 
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'  accidents  which   have  occafioncd  your  feeing  me 

*  in  a  place,  which,  at  our  laft  parting,  was  fo  un- 

*  likely,   that  I  fhould  ever  have   been  found  in  ; 

*  nor  can  you  know  the  caufe  of  all  that  I  have 
'  uttered,  and  whichj  I  am  convinced,  you  never 
'  expeded   to    have    heard   from   my  mouth.       If 

*  thefe   circumftances   raife  your   curiofity,    I    will 

*  fatisfy  it.' 

He  anfwered.  That  curiofity  was  too  mean  a  word 
to  exprefs  his  ardent  defire  of  knowing  her  llory. 
Upon  which,  with  very  lictle  previous  ceremony, 
fhe  began  to  relate  what  is  written  in  the  following 
chapter. 

But  before  we  put  an  end  to  this,  it  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  whifper  a  word  or  two  to  the  critics,  who 
have,  perhaps,  begun  to  exprefs  no  lefs  aftoniflimenc 
than  iVIr.  Booth,  that  a  lady,  in  whom  we  had  re- 
marked a  moft  extraordinary  power  of  difplaying 
foftnefs,  fliould,  the  very  next  moment  after  the 
words  were  out  of  our  mouth,  exprefs  fentiments 
becoming  the  lips  of  a  Dalila,  Jezebel,  Medea, 
Semiramis,  Parylatis,  Tanaquil,  Livia,  Melfalina, 
Agrippina,  Brunichilde,  Klfrida,  lady  Macbeth, 
Joan  of  Naples,  Chriftina  of  Sweden,  Katharine 
Hays,  Sarah  Malcolm,  Con.  Philips  *,  or  any 
other  heroine  of  the  tender  fex,  which  hiftory,  fa- 
cred  or  profane,  ancient  or  modern,  falfe  or  true, 
hath  recorded. 

We  defire  fuch  critics  to  remember,  that  it  is 
the  fame  Englifh  climite,  in  which,  on  the  lovely 
loth  of  June,  under  a  ferene  Iky,  the  amorous  Ja- 
cobite kiffing  the  odoriferous  zephyr's  breath,  ga- 
thers a  nofegay  of  white  rofes  to  deck  the  whiter 
breaft  of  Celia;  and  in  which,  on  the  i  ith  of 
June,  the  very  next  day,  the  buillerous  borcas, 
roufed  by  the  hollow  thunder,  rufhes  horrible 
through  the  air,  and  driving  the  wet  tempell  before 
him,  levels  the  hope  of  the  hufbandman  with  the 

•  Though  lad,  not  leall, 

N  4  earth. 
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earth,  dreadful  remembrance  of  the  confequences 
of  the  revolution. 

Again,  lee  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is  the  felf- 
fame  Celia,  all  tender,  foft,  and  delicate;  who  with 
a  voice,  the  fweetnefs  of  which  the  Syrens  might 
envy,  warbles  the  harmonious  long  m  praife  of 
the  young  adventurer ;  and  again,  the  next  day,  or, 
perhaps,  the  next  hour,  with  fiery  eyes,  wrinkled 
brows,  and  foaming  lips,  roars  forth  treafon  and 
nonfenfe  in  a  political  argument  with  fome  fair  one, 
of  a  different  principle. 

Or,  if  the  critic  be  a  whig,  and  confequently 
dillikes  fueh  kind  of  fimilies,  as  being  too  favour- 
able to  Jacobitifm,  let  him  be  contented  with  the 
following  ftory  : 

I  happened  in  my  youth  to  fit  behind  two  ladies 
in  a  fide-box  at   a   play,  where,   in  the  balcony  on 

the  oppofite  fide  was  placed  the  inimitable  B y 

C s,  in  company  with  a  young  fellov/  of  no 

very  formal,  or  indeed  fober,  appearance.  One  of 
the  ladies,  I  remember,  faid  to  the  other — '  Did 
'  you  ever  fee  any  thing  look  fo  modeft  and  fo  in- 

*  nocent  as  that  girl  over  the  way  ?   what  pity  it  is 

*  fuch  a  creature  Ihould  be  in  the  way  of  ruin,  as  I 

*  am  afraid   fiie   is,    by  her  being  alone  with  that 

*  young  fellow!'  Nov/  this  lady  was  no  bad  phy- 
fiognomifl: ;  for  it  was  impoffible  to  conceive  a 
greater  appearance  of  modefty,  innocence,  and  fim- 
plicity,  than  v/hat  nature  had  difplayed  in  the  coun- 
tenance of  that  girl ;  and  yet,  all  appearances  not- 
withftanding,  I  myfelf  (remember  critic,  it  was  in 
my  youth)  had  a  few  mornings  before  (ecn  that 
very  identical  pi6lure  of  all  thofe  engaging  qua- 
lities in  bed  with  a  rake  at  a  bagnio,  finoking 
tobacco,  drinking  punch,  talking  obfcenicy,  and 
fwearing  and  curling  with  all  the  impudence  and 
impiety  of  the  loweft  and  mofl  abandoned  trull  of  a 
foldier. 
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CHAP.     VIL 

■In  which  Mifs  Matthews  hegins  her  hiftory. 

I  S  S  Matthews  having  barred  the  door  on 

_    the  infide,  as  lecurely  as  it  was  before  barred 

on  the  oiufide,  proceeded  as  follows  : 

'  You  may  imagine,    I  am  going  to  begin  my 
'  hiftory  at   the  time  when  you  left   the   country; 

*  but  I  cannot  help  reminding  you  of  fomething 

*  which  happened  before.  You  will  Joon  recollect 
'  the  incident}  but  I.  believe  you  little  know  the 
'  confequence  either  at  that  time  or  flnce.  Alas ! 
'  I  could  keep  a  fecret  then  1  novv  I  have  no  fe- 
'  creis }  the  world  knows  all  j  and  it  is  not  wortli 
'  my  while  to  conceal  any  thing.  Well !— You 
'  will  not  wonder,  I  believe. — I   protelt  I  can  hard- 

*  ly  tell  it  you  even  now. But  1  am  convinced 

*  you  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  yourfelf  to  be 
'  furprifed    at   any   conqueil  you  may  have  made, 

* Few  men  want  that  good  opinion — and  per- 

'  haps  very  few  had  ever  more  reafon  for  it.     In- 

*  deed.  Will,  you  was  a  charming  fellow  in  thofe 
^  days  J    nay,   you    are   not   much    altered    for   the 

*  worfe  ncnv,  at  leaft  in  the  opinion  of  fome  wo- 
^  men  \  for  your  complexion  and  features  are 
«  grown  much  more  mafculine  than  they  were.* 
Here  Booth  made  her  a  low  bow,  molt  probably 
with  a  complimeiitj  and  after  a  little  hefitation, 
file  again  proceeded' -*  Do  you  remember  a  con- 

*  te(t  which  happcrned  at  an  aifembly,  betwixt  mv- 
'  lelf  and  Mifs  Jolinfon,  about  llanding  uppcrmolt  \ 
'  you  was  then  my  partner  j  and  young  \Viiliam3 
<  danced  with  rhc  other  lady.  The  particulars  are 
'  not  now  worth  mentioning,  though  I  fup[:)ofe  yon 

*  have  long  (incc  forgot  them.  Let  it  fulHce  that 
'  you  fupported  my  claim,  and  W^illiams  very 
?  fneakingly  gave  up  that  of  his  partner,  who  was, 

'  uiih 
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with  much  difficulty,  afterwards  prevailed  to  dance 
with  him.  You  laid — I  am  fure  I  repeat  the 
words  exaclly,  that  '  you  would  not  for  the  world 
affront  any  lady  there  j  but  that  you  thought  you 
might,  without  any  fuch  danger,  declare  that  there 
was  no  aflembly  in  which  that  lady,  meaning  your 
humble  fervant,  was  not  worthy  of  the  uppermoft 
place;  nor  will  I,  faid  you,  fuffer  the  firfl:  duke  in 
England,  when  fhe  is  at  the  uppermoft  end  of  the 
room,  and  hath  called  her  dance,  to  lead  his  part- 
ner above  her.' 

*  What  made  this  the  more  pleafing  to  me  was, 
that  I  fecretly  hated  Mifs  Johnfon.  Will  you 
have  the  reafon  ?  why  then,  I  will  tell  you  honeft- 

]y,  (he  was  my  rival ; that  word  perhaps  afto- 

ni(hes  you,  as  you  never,  I  believe,  heard  of  any 
one  who  made  his  addrt^fies  to  me  ;  and  indeed 
my  heart  was,  till  that  night,  entirely  indifferent 
to  all  mankind.  I  mean  then,  that  Ihe  was  my 
rival  for  praife,  for  beauty,  for  drefs,  for  fortune, 
and  confequecrly  for  admiration.  My  triumph  on 
this  conqueft  is  not  to  be  expreffed  any  more  than 
my  delight  in  the  perfon  to  whom  I  chiefly 
owed  it.  The  former,  I  fancy,  was  vifible  to 
the  whole  company;  and  I  defired  it  fliould  be 
fo  i  but  the  latter  was  fo  well  concealed,  that  no 
one,  I  am  confident,  took  any  notice  of  it.  And 
yet  you  appeared  to  me  that  night  to  be  an  angel. 
You  looked,  you  danced,  you  fpoke — every  thing 
charmed  me.' 

*  Good  heavens !'  cries  Booth,  '  is  it  poffible  you 
fliould  do  me  fo  much  unmerited  honour,  and  I 
Ihould  be  dunce  enough  not  to  perceive  the  lead 
fymptom  1* 

<  I  affure  you,*  anfwered  fhe,  '  I  did  all  I  could 
to  prevent  you  ;  and  yet  I  almoft  hated  you  for  not 
feeing  through  what  I  ftrove  to  hide.  Why,  Mr. 
Booth,  was  youn  ot  more  quick-fighted  ? — I  will 
anfwer  for  you — your  affections  were  more  hap- 

<  pily 
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'  pily  difpofed  of  to  a  much  better  woman  tha.n 
'  myfelf,  whom  you  married  foon  afterwards.  I 
'  fhould  afk  you  for  her,  Mr.  Booth  ;  I  fhould 
*  have  afked  you  for  her  before;  but  I  am  unwor- 
'  thy  of  afking  for  her,  or  of  calling  her  my  ac- 
'  quaintance.' 

Booth  Hope  her  (liort,  as  flie  was  running  into 
another  fit  of  paflion,  and  begged  her  to  omit  all 
former  matters,  and  acquaint  him  with  that  pare  of 
her  hiftory  to  which  he  was  an  entire  ftranger. 
She  then  renewed  her  difcourfe  as  follows :  '  You 
know,  Mr.  Booth,  I  foon  afterward,  left  that 
town,  upon  the  death  of  my  grandmother,  and 
returned  home  to  my  father's  houfe  j  where  I 
had  not  been  long  arrived  before  foiDe  troops  of 
dragoons  came  to  quarter  in  our  neighbourhood. 
Among  the  officers,  there  was  a  cornet,  whofe 
deteded  name  was  Hebbers,  a  name  I  could 
fcarce  repeat,  had  I  not  at  the  fame  time  the 
pleafure  to  rcfleft  that  he  is  now  no  more.  My 
father,  you  know,  who  is  a  hearty  well-wifher  to 
the  prefent  government,  ufed  always  to  invite  the 
officers  to  his  houfe  j  fo  did  he  thefe.  Nor  was  it 
long  before  this  cornet,  in  fo  particular  a  manner 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  poor  old  gentleman 
(I  cannot  think  of  him  without  tears),  that  our 
houfe  became  his  principal  habitation  ;  and  he 
was  rarely  at  his  quarters,  unlefs  when  his  fu- 
perior  officers  obliged  him  to  be  there.  I  fhal! 
fay  nothing  of  his  perfon,  nor  could  that  be  any 
recommendation  to  a  man  j  it  was  luch,  however^^ 
as  no  woman  could  have  made  an  objection  to. 
Nature  had  certainly  wrapt  up  her  odious  work 
in  a  mod  beautiful  covering.  To  fay  the  truth, 
he  was  the  handfomeft  man,  except  one  only, 
that  I  ever  faw — I  aflure  you,  I  have  fcen  a  hand- 

fomer but — well. — He    had    bcfides    all    tlie 

qualifications  of  a  gentleman  ;   was  genteel,  and 
<  e:itremely  polite  j   fpoke  French  well,  and  danccci 
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to  a  miracle;  but  what  chiefly  recommended  him 
to  my  father,  was  his  Ikill  in  mufic,  of  which  you 
know  that  dear  man  was  the  mod  violent  lover. 
I  wilh  he  was  not  too  fufceptible  of  flattery  on 
that  head  i  for  I  have  heard  Hebbers  often  great- 
ly commend  my  father's  performance,  and  have 
obferved  that  the  good  man  was  wonder- 
fully pleafed  with  fuch  commendations.  To 
fay  the  truth,  it  is  the  only  way  I  can  account 
for  the  extraordinary  friendfliip  which  my  fa- 
ther conceived  for  this  perlbn  j  fuch  a  friend- 
ihip,  that  he  at  lafl:  became  a  part  of  our  fa- 
mily. 

<  This  very  circumfl:ance,  which,  as  I  am  con- 
vinced, llrongly  recom^mended  him  to  my  father, 
had  the  very  contrary  effed  with  me ;  1  had  never 
any  delight  in  muflc,  and  it  was  not  without  much 
difficulty  I  was  prevailed  on  to  learn  to  play  on 
the  harpfichord,  in  which  I  had  made  a  very 
{lender  progrefs.  As  this  man,  therefore,  v/as 
frequently  j:he  occaflon  of  my  being  importuned  to 
play  againfl:  my  will,  I  began  to  entertain  fome 
diflike  for  him  on  that  accounts  and  as  to  his  per- 
fon,  I  aflTure  you,  I  long  continued  to  look  on  it 
with  great  indifference. 

<  How  ftrange  will  the  art  of  this  man  appear  to 
vou  prefently,  who  had  fufiicient  addrefs  to  con- 
vert that  very  circumftance  which  had  at  firfl:  oc- 
cafioned  my  diflike,  into  the  firft  feeds  of  aff^eclion 
for  him. 

«  You  have  often,  I  believe,  heard  my  fifler  Betty 
'play  on  the  harpfichord  j  fhe  was  indeed  reputed 
the  beft  performer  in  the  whole  country. 

<  I  was  the  farthefl:  in  the  world  from  regarding 
this. perfection  of  her's  with  envy.  In  reality,  per- 
haps, I  defpifed  all  perfe6lion  of  this  kind  ;  at  ieafl:, 
as  I  had  neither  Ikill  nor  ambition  to  excel  this 
way,  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  mere  indif- 
ference, 

*  Hebbers 
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<  Hebbers  firft  put  this  emulation  in  my  head.  He 

*  took  great  pains  to  perfuade  me,  that  I  had  much 
'  greater  abilities  of  the  mufical  kind  than  my 
'  fifterj    and   that  I   might  with  the  greateft  eafe, 

*  if  I  pleafed,  excel  her  ;   offering  me,  at  the  fame 

*  time,  his  affiilance,  if  I  would  refolve  to  undertake 

*  it. 

*  When  he  had  fufficiently  inflamed  my  ambition, 

<  in  which,  perhaps,   he  found  too  little  difficulty, 

*  the   continual   praifes  of  my  fifter,   which  before 

*  I  had  difregarded,  became  more  and  more  nau- 
feous  in  my  ears ;  'and  the  rather,  as  mufic  being 

<  the  favourite  paffion  of  my  father,  I  became  ap- 
prehenfive  (not  without  frequent  hints  from  Heb- 
bers of  that  nature)  that  fhe  might  gain  too  great 

'  a  preference  in  his  favour. 

*  To  my  harpfichord  then  I  applied  myfelf  night 
<■  and  day,  with  fuch  induftry  and  attention,   that  I 

<  foon  began  to  perform  in  a  tolerable  manner.      I 

*  do  not  abfolutely  fay  I  excelled  my  fifler,  for  many 

*  were    of  a   different  opinion  -,    but   indeed    there 

*  might  be  fome  partiality  in  all  that. 

*  Hebbers,  at  leafl,  declared  himfelf  on  ray  fide, 

*  and  nobody  could  doubt  his  judgment.  He  af- 
'  ferted  openly,  that  I  played  in  the  better  manner 

*  of  the  two  J   and  one  day,  when  I  was  playing  to 

*  him  alone,  he  affcdled  to  burft  into'a  rapture  of 
'  admirauon,  and,  fqueezing  me  gently  by  the  hand, 

*  faid.  There,  madam,  I  now  declare  you  excel 
f  your  filler  as  much  in  mufic,  a?,  added  he,  in  a 
'  whilpering  figh,  you  do  her,  and  all  the  world  in 

*  every  othf^r  ch:irm. 

«  No  woman  can  bear  any  fuperiority  in  whatever 

*  thing  fhe  defires  to  excel  in.  I  now  began  to  hate 
'  all  the  admirers  of  my  fiflcr,  to  be  uneafy  at  every 
'  commendation  beflowed  on  herfKill  in  mufic,  and 

*  conftquently  to  love  Hebbers  for  the  preference 

*  which  he  gave  to  mine. 

'  Ic 
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«  It  was  now  that  I  began  to  furvey  the  handfomc 
perfon  ofHebbers  with  pleafure.  And  here,  Mr. 
Booth,  I  will  betray  you  the  grand  fecret  of  our 
fex. — ^Many  women,  I  believe,  do,  with  great 
innocence,  and  even  with  great  indifference,  con- 
verfe  with  men  of  the  fined  perfonsj  but  this  I  am 
confident  may  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that,  when 
once  a  woman  comes  to  afk  this  queflion  of  her- 
fclf  i  Is  t!ie  man  whom  I  like  for  fome  other  rea- 
fon,  handfome  ?  her  fate  and  his  too,  very  ftrongly 
depend  on  her  anfwering  in  the  affirmative. 

*  Hebbers  no  fooner  perceived  that  he  made  an 
impreiTion  on  my  heart,  of  which,  I  am  fatisfied, 
1  gave  him  too  undeniable  tokens,  than  he  afFefted, 
on  a  fudden,  to  (hun  me  in  the  moft  apparent 
manner.  He  wore  the  moft  melancholy  air  in  my 
prtfence,  and,  by  his  dejefled  looks  and  fighs, 
firmly  perfuaded  me,  that  there  was  fome  fecret 
forrow  labouring  in  his  bofom  j  nor  will  it  be 
difficult  for  you  to  imagine  to  what  caufe  i  im- 
puted it. 

<  Whilfl  I  was  wifiiing  for  his  declaration  of  a 
paffion,  in  which,  I  thought  I  could  not  be  mif- 
taken,  and,  at  the  fame  zlnv^  trembling,  whenever 
we  met,  with  the  apprehenfion  of  this  very  decla- 
rarjon,  the  widow  Carey  came  from  London  to 
make  us  a  vifit,  i'.  tending  to  flay  the  whole  fum- 
mer  at  our  houfe, 

*  Thofe  who  know  Mrs.  Carey,  will  fcarce  think 
I  do  her  an  injury,  in  faying,  fhe  is  far  from  being 
handfomej  and  yet  fhe  is  as  finilhed  a  coquette 
?.'  if  fhe  had  th';  higheft  beauty  to  fupport  that 
^harafter.  But,  perhaps,  you  have  feen  her  j  and, 
if  you  have,  1  am  convinced  you  will  readily  fub- 
fcribe  to  n  y  opinion.* 

«  Booth  a;.fwered,  he  had  not  j*  and  then  fhe  pro- 
ceeded as  in  :he  following  chapter. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

^he  hijlory  of  Mifs  Matthews  continued, 

THIS  young  lady  had  not  been  three  days 
with  us,  before  Hebbers  grew  fo  particular 
with  her,  that  it  was  generally  obferved  j  and  my 
poor  father,  who,  1  believe,  loved  the  cornet  as 
if  he  had  been  his  fon,  began  to  jeft  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  as  one  who  would  not  be  difpleafed  at 
throwing  a  good  jointure  into  the  arms  of  his 
friend. 

*  You  will  eafily  guefs,  Sir,  the  difpofition  of  my 
mind  on  this  occafion  ;  but  I  v/as  icl  permitted 
to  fuffer  long  under  it  j  for  one  day,  when  Ileb- 
bers  was  alone  with  me,  hc^  took  an  opportunity 
of  exprefllng  his  abhorrence  at  the  thoughts  of 
marrying  for  intereft,  contrary  to  his  inclinations. 
I  was  warm  on  the  fubjeft,  and,  I  believe,  went 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  none  but  fools  and  villains 
did  i^o.  He  replied,  with  a  figh.  Yes,  madam, 
but  what  would  you  think  of  a  man  whofe  heart 
is  all  the  while  bleeding  for  another  woman,  to 
whom  he  would  willingly  facrifice  the  world; 
but,  becaufe  he  muft  facrifice  her  intered  as  well 
as  his  own,  never  durft  even  give  her  a  hint  of 
that  pafTion  which  was  preying  on  his  very  vitals  ? 
Do  you  believe,  Mifs  f'anny,  there  is  fuch  a 
wretch  on  earth?  I  anfwcred,  with  an  aflumed 
coldnefs,  I  did  not  believe  there  was.  He  then 
took  me  gently  by  the  hand,  and,  wi'h  a  look  fo 
tender,  that  I  cannot  dcfcribe  it,  vowed  he  was 
himfelf  that  wretch.  Then  darting,  as  if  con- 
fcious  of  an  error  committed,  he  cried  with  a 
faultering  voice,  What  ami  faying?  pardon  me 
Mifs  Fanny;  fince  I  beg  only  your  pity,  I  never 
will  afk  for  more. — At  thefe  words,  hearing  my 
father  coming  up,  I  betrayed  myfelf  entirely,  if, 
*  *  indeed. 
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*  indeed,  1  had  not  done  it  before.     I  haftily  with- 

*  drew  my  hand,  crying,  Hufh  !  for  heaven's  fake, 
^  my  father  is  juft  coming  inj  my  bluflies,  ir.y  look, 
'  and  my  accent  telling  him,  I  fuppofc,  all   which 

*  hewifhcd  to  know. 

^  A  few  days  now   brought   matters  to  an  eclair-' 

*  ciffement  between   us  j  the   being  undeceived  in- 
«  what  iiad  given  me  fo  much   uneafmefs,   gave  me 

<  a  pleafure  too  fweet  to  be  refifted.  To  triumph 
«  over  the  v/idow,  for  whom  I  had,  in  a  very  fhort 
'  time,   contra6ted  a  mod  inveterate  liatred,  v/as  a 

<  pride  not  to  be  defcribed,  Hebbers  appeared  to 
'  me  to  be  the  caufe  of  all  this  happinefs.     I  doubted 

*  net  but  that  he  had  the  mod  difinterefled   paffion 

*  for  me,  and  thought  him  every  way  worthy  of  its 

*  return.     I  did  return  it,  and  accepted  him  as  my 

*  lover. 

'  He  declared  the  greateft  apprehenfions  of  my 
«  father's   fufpicion,  though   I   am   convinced  thefe 

<  were  caufelefs,  had  his  defigns  been  honourable. 

*  To  blind  thefe,  I  confented  that  he  fliould  carry 
'  on  fham  addrelTes  to  the  widow,  who  was  now  a 

*  conilant  jeft  between  usj  and  he  pretended,  from 
«  time  to  time,   to  acquaint  me  faithfully  with  every 

*  thing  that  paft  at  his  interviews  with  her;   nor  was 

<  this  faithlefs  woman  wanting  in  her  part  of  the  de- 

<  ceit.     She  carried  herfelf  to  me  all  the  while  with' 

*  a  fhew  of  affed:ion,  and  pretended  to  have  the  ut- 
«  moft  friendfhip  for  me.     But  fuch  are  the  friend- 

<  (hips  of  women  !' 

At  this  remark,  Booth,  though  enough  afFefted 
at  fome  parts  of  the  (tory,  had  great  difficulty  to  re- 
frain from  laughter;  but,  by  good  luck,  he  efcaped 
being  perceived  j  and  the  lady  went  on  wichout  in- 
terruption. 

<  1  am  come  now  to  a  part  of  my  narrative   in 

<  which  it  is  impoffible  to  be  particular,    without 

<  being  tedious ;  for  as  to  the  commerce  between 
'  lovers,    it.  U,    I    believe,   much  the  fame    in  all 

*  cafes  j 
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cafes  ;    and  there  is,  perhaps,  fcarce  a  fingle  phrafe 

*  that  hath  not  been  repeated  ten  millions  of  times. 

*  One  thing,    however,   as  I  ftrongly  remarked  ic 
'  then,  fo  I  will   repeat   it   to  you  now.     In  all  our 

*  converfations,  in  moments  when  he  fell  into  the 
'  warmeft  raptures,  and  expreffed  the  greatefl:  un- 
'  eafinefs  at   the  delay  of  his  joys,   he  feldom  men  • 

*  tioned  the  word  Marriage  5  and  never  once  foli- 
'  cited  a  day  for  that  purpofe.  Indeed,  women 
'  cannot    be  cautioned  too  much  againft  fuch  lo- 

*  vers  J  for  though  I  have  heard,  and  perhaps, 
'  truly,  of  fome  of  our  fex  of  a  virtue  fo  exalted, 
^  that  it  is  proof  agaihft  every  temptation;  yet  the 
^  generality,    I   am    afraid,    are    too  much    in    the 

*  power   of  a  man  to  whom  they  have  owned  an 

*  affeftion.  What  is  called  being  upon  a  good  foot- 
'  ing,  is,  perhaps,  being  upon  a  very  dangerous 
•^  one  J  and  a  woman  who  hath  given  her  confent  to 

*  marry,    can    hardly   be   faid  to   be  fafe  till  fhe  is 

*  married. 

«  And  now.  Sir,  I  haften  to  the  period  of  my 
«  ruin.  We  had  a  v^edding  in  our  family;  my 
'  mufical  fifter  v/as   married   to  a  young  fellow   as 

<  mufical  as  herfelf.  Such  a  match,  you  may  be 
«  fure,  amongfb  other  feftivities,  muil  have  a  ball. 

*  Oh!  Mr.  Booth,  fhall  modefty  forbid  me  to  re- 
•^  mark  to  you  what  paft  on  that  occafion  ?  But  why 
«  do  I  mention   modefty,  who  have   no  pretenfions 

*  to  it  ?  Every  thing  was  fiid,  and  pradtifed,  on 
«  that  occafion,  as  if  the  purpofe  had  been  to  in- 

<  flame  the  mind  of  every  woman  prefent.  That 
'  effeft,  I  freely  own  to  you,  it  had  with  me.  Mu- 
^  fic,    dancing,   wine,  and  the  moil  lufcious  conver- 

*  fation,    in  which   my  poor  dear  father  innocently 

*  joined,  raifed  ideas  in  me  of  which  I  fliill  for 
«  ever  repent;  and  I  wiflied  (why  fliould  I  deny 
'  it  ?)  that  it  had  been  my  wedding  inltead  of  my 
«  filler's. 

Vol.  VIII.  O  '  The 
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«  The  villain  Hebbers  danced  with  me  that  night, 

'  and  he  loft  no  opportunity  of  improving  the  occa- 

*  lion.     In  fiiort,  the  dreadful  evening  came.     My 
'  father,    though   it  was  a  very  unufuai  thing  with 

*  him,  grew  intoxicated   with  liquor;    moft  of  the 

*  men  were  in  the  fame  condition  -,  nay,   I  myfelf 

*  drank  more  than  I  was  accuftomed  to,  enough  to 
'  inflame,  though  not  to  dilbrder.   I  loft  my  former 

*  bed-fellow,    my    fifter,  and, — you  may,    I  think, 

*  guefs  the  reft, — the  villain  found  means  to  fteal  to 
'  my  chamber,  and  I  was  undone. 

*  Two  months  I  palled  in  this  detefted  commerce, 
^  buying,  even   then,  my'  guilty,  half-tafted  plea- 

*  fures  at  too  dear  a  rate,    with  continual  hoi'Vor  and 

*  apprehenfion;    but  what  have  I  paid  finc'e,    what 

*  do  I  pay  now,    Mr.  Booth?    O  may  my  fate  be  a 

*  warning  to  every  woman  to  keep   her  innocence^ 
'  to  refift  every  tem^ptation,  fince  fhe  is  certain  to 

*  repent  of  the  fooliih  bargain.     May  it  be  a  warn- 

*  ing  to  her  to  deal  with  mankind  with  care  and 

*  cautions   ^o  ftjun  the  leaft  approaches  of  diftio- 

*  nour,  and  never  to  confide  too  much  in  the  ho- 

*  nefty  of  a  man,  nor  in  her  own  ftrength,  where  flie 

*  hasfo  much  at  ftake;  let  her  remember  fhe  walks 

*  on  a  precipice,  and   the  bottomlefs  pit  is  to  re- 

*  ceive  her,  if  ilie  flips;    nay,  if  fhe  makes  but  one 

*  falfe  ftep. 

'  I  afk  your  pardon,    Mr.  Booth,   I  might  have 

*  fpared  thefe  exhortations,  fince  no  woman   hears 

*  me;  but  you  will  not  wonder  at  feeing  me  affe(fted 
*"  on  this  occafion.' 

Booth  declared  he  was  much  more  furprifed  at  her 
being  able  fo  well  to  preferve  her  temper  in  recount- 
ing her  ftory. 

'  O  Sir,'  anfwered  fhe,  ^  I  am  at  length  reconciled 

*  to   my   fate;  and    I  can   now  die  with  pleafure, 
<  fince  I  die  revenged.     I  am  not  oneof  thofe  mean 

*  wretches  v/ho  can  fit  down  and  lament  their  mif- 

*  fortunes. 


Chap.  8,  AMELIA.  195 

'  fortunes.  If  I  ever  fhed  tears,  they  are  the  tears 
'  of  indignation — but  I  will  proceed. 

^  It  was   my  face  now  to  folicit   marriage;  and  I 

*  failed  not  to  do  it  in  the  moft  earneil  manner. 
*^  He  anfwered  me  at  firftwith  procraftinarions,  de- 
^  daring,  from  time  to  time, .  he  would  mention 
'  it  to  my  father;    and  (till  excufing  himfclf  for  not 

*  doing  it.     Atlaft,  he  thought  on  an  expedient  to 

*  obtain  a  longer  reprieve.  This  was  by  pretend- 
'  ing,  that  he  Ihould,  in  a  very  few  weeks,    be  pre- 

*  ferred  to  the  command  of  a  troop ;  and  then  he 
*■  faid,  he  could,  with  feme  confidence,  propofc  the 

*  match. 

*  In   this  delay,    I    was  perfuaded   to   acquiefce ; 

*  and  was  indeed  pretty  eafy ;  for  I  had  not  yet  the 
^  leafl  mifrrufh  of  his  honour;  but  what  words  can 
'  paint  my  fenfations  !  when  one  morning  he  came 
'  into  my  room,  with  all  the  marks  ot'  dejedion  in 

*  his  countenance,  and  throwing  an  open  letter  on 

*  the  table,  faid.    There  is  news,    madam,  in   than 

*  letter  which  I  am  unable  to  tell  youj  nor  can  ic 

*  give  you  more  concern  than  it  hath  given  me. 

*  This  letter  was  from  his  captain,   to  acquaint 

*  him,  that  the  rout,  as  they  call  it,  was  arrived, 
'  and  that  they  were  to  march    within  two  days. 

*  And  this,  I  am  fmce  convinced,  was  what  he  ex- 
'  pededj  inftead  of  the  preferment  which  had  been 
^  made  the  pretence  of  delaying  our  marriage, 

*  The  fliock  which  I  felt  at  reading  this  was  in- 

*  exprelTible,  occafioned  indeed  principally  by  the 
departure  of  a  villain  v/hom  1  loved.  However, 
I  foon  acquired  fufncicnt  prefence  of  mind  to  re- 
member the  main  point;  and  I  now  infilled  per- 
emptorily on  his  making  me  immediately  his 
wife,  whatever  might  be  the  confequence. 

'  He  feemed  thunderllruck  at  this  propofal,  be- 
ing, I  fuppofe,  deflicute  of  any  excufe  :  but  I  was 
too  impatient  to  wait  for  an  anfwer,  and  cried  out 
with  much  eagernefs.  Sure  you   cannot  hefit.ire  a 
O  2  *  moment 
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*  moment  upon  this  matter Hefitntc  !    madam  ! 

'  replied  he — what  you   aflc  is  impoITiblc — is  this  a 
^  time  for  me  to   mention  a  thing  of  this  kind  to 

*  your  father?  — my  eyes   were   now   opened  all  at 

*  once — I  fell  into  a   rage  little  fliort  of  madnefs. 

*  Tell  not  mc,  I  cried,  of  impoffibiiities,  nor  times, 

*  nor  of  my  father, my  honour,  my  reputa- 

^  tion,  my  all   are  at  (take. — I  will  have  no  excufe, 

*  no  delay — make   me  your  wife  this  inflanr,  or  I 

*  will  proclaim  you  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth 
'  for  the  greateft  of  villains. — He  anfwered,  with  a 
'  kind  of  fneer,  What  will  you  proclaim,  madam? — 

*  whofe  honour  will  you  injure  ?    My  tongue  faltered 

*  when  I  offered  to  reply,    and  1  fell  into  a  violent 

*  agony,  which  ended  in  a  fit  j  nor  do  I  remember 

*  any  thing  more  that  pad,  till  I  found  myfelf  in  the 

*  arms  of  my  poor  affrighted  father. 

'  O   Mr.  Booth !    what  was  then  my  fituation. 

*  1  tremble  even  now  from  the  refiedlion. —  I  muft 

*  ftop  a  moment.  I  can  go  no  farther.'  Booth  at- 
tempted all  in  his  power  to  footh  herj  and  (he 
foon  recovered  her  powers,  and  proceeded  in  her 
ftory, 

CHAP.    IX. 

In  which  Mifs  Matthews  concludes  her  relation, 

E  F  O  R  E  I  had  recovered  my  fenfes,    I  had 

fufficiently  betrayed  myfelf  to  the  bed  of  men, 

who,  inftead  of  upraiding  m.e,  or    exerting   any 

*  anger,  endeavoured  to  comfort  me  all  he  could, 

*  with  affurances  that  all  fhould  yet  be  well.  This 
'  goodnefs  of  his  affefled  me  with  inexpreffible 
«  fenfations ;  I  proftrated  myfelf  before  him,  em- 

*  braced  and  kiffed  his  knees,  and  almoft  diffolved 
'  in  tears,  and  a  degree  of  tendernefs  hardly  to  be 
<  conceived But  I  am  running  into  too  minute 

*  defcriptions. 

Hebbers 
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*  Hebber?,  feeing  me  in  a  fit,  had  left  me,  and 
^  fent  one  of  the  fervants  to  take  care  of  me.  He 
^  then  ran  away  like  a  thief  from  the  houfe,  with- 
«  out  taking  his  leave  of  my  father,  or  once  thank- 
f  ing  him  for  all  his  civilities.     He  did  not  ilop  at 

*  his  quarters,  but  made  directly  to  London,  appre- 

<  henfive,  I  believe,  eiiiher  of  my  father  or  brother's 
^  refentment;    for  I  am  convinced  he   is  a  coward. 

<  Indeed  his  fear  of  my  brother  was  lurerly  ground- 
^  Jefs  ;  for  I  believe  he  \^«ouId  rather  have  thanked 

<  any  man  who  had  deftroyed  mej  and  I  ani  fure  1 
«  am  not  in  the  lead  behind  hand  with  him  in  good 

*  wifhes. 

*  All  his  inveteracy  to  me  had,  however,  no  effefl 
'  on  my  father,  at  leafl:  at  tiiat  timci  for  though  the 

*  good  man  took  fufficient  occafions   to  reprimand 

*  me  for  my  paft  offence,  he  could  not  be  brought 

*  to  abandon  me.  A  treaty  of  marriage  was  now 
'  fet  on  foot,  in  which  my  father  himfelf  offered  me 

*  to  HebberSj  with  a  fortune  fuperior  to  that  which 
s  had  been  given  with  my  filler;  nor  could   all  my 

*  brother's  remonftrances  againft  it,  as  an  act  of  the 
'  higheft  injultice,  avail, 

«  Hebbers  entered  into  the  treaty,  though  not 
^  with  much  warmth.     He  had  even    the  affurancc 

*  to  make  additional  demands  on  my  father,  which 

*  being  complied  with,  evei-y  thing  was  concluded, 
^  and  the  villain  once  more  received  into  the  houfe, 
f  He  foon  found  means  to  obtain  my  forgivenefs  of 

*  his  former  behaviour  j  indcfed  he  convinced  me, 
^  fo  fooliflily  blind  is  female  love,  that  he  had  never 

<  been  to  blame, 

*  When  every  thing  was  ready  for  our  nuptials, 

*  and  the  day  of  the  ceremony  was  to  be  appointed, 
^  in  the  midft  of  my  happinefs,    I  received  a  letter 

*  from  an  unknown  hand,  acquainting  me  (guefs, 
^   iVIr.  Booth,    how  I  was  fhocked  at   receiving  it) 

*  that  Mr,  Hebbers  was  already  married  to  a  wo- 
'^  man,  in  a  dillanc  part  of  the  kingdom. 

O  3  M  wiU 
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*  I  u'ill  not  tire  you  with  all  that  pafl:  at  our  next 
'  interview.     1   communicated  the  letter   to  Heb- 

*  bers,  who,  after  fome  little  hefitation,  owned  the 

*  facfl,  and  not  only  owned  it,   but  had  the  addrefs 

*  to  improve  ic   to  his  own  advantage,   to  make  \z 

<  the  means  of  fatisfying  me  concerning  all  his  for- 

*  mer  delays  s    which,    to   lay  the   truth,   I  v/as  no$ 

*  fo  much  difpleafed  at  imputing  to   any  degree  of 

*  villany,    as  I  fliould  have  been  to  impure  it  to  the 

*  v/ant  of  a  fufficier.t  warmth  of  affeclion  j;  and 
•■  though   the  difappointment   of  all   my  hopes,   at 

*  the  very  inilant  of  their  expecled  fruicion,  threw 
*•  me  into  the  mod  violent  diforders  j  yet,  when  I 
*■  came  a  little  to  myfelf,    he  had  no  great  difficulty 

*  to  perfuade  me  that  in  every  infbance,  with  regard 

*  to  me,  Hebbers  had  acted  from  no  other  motive 
«  than  from  the  rnoft  ardent  and  ungovernable  love, 

*  And  there  is,  1  believe,  no  crime  which  a  woman 
^  will  not  forgive,  when  ih.e  can  derive  it  from  than 

*  fountain.  In  fhort,  I  forgave  him  all,  and  am 
^'  willing  to  perfuade  myfelf  1  am   not  weaker  than 

*  the  reit  of  my  fex.     Indeed,   Mr.  Booth,  he  hath 

*  a  bewitching  tongue,  and  is  mafter  of  an  addrefa 

*  that  no  woman  could  refift.     I  do  aillire  you,  the 

<  charms  of  his  perfon  are  his  leaft  perfection,  ac 
«  leaft  in  my  eye.' 

Here  Booth  Imiled,  but  happily  without  her  per- 
ceiving it. 

'  A  frefli  difficulty  (continued  ffie)  now  arofe. 
•^  This  was  to  excufe  the  delay  of  the  ceremony  to 
'  m.y  father,  who  every  day  very  earnefcly  urged  it. 

*  This  made  me  fo  very  uneafy,  that  I  atlaft  liftened 
«  to  a  propofal,  which  if  any  one,   in  the   days  of 

<  my  innocence,  or  even  a  few  days  before,  had 
'  allured    me    I    could   have    fubmitted    to    have 

*  thought  of,   I  fiiould  have  treated  the  fuppofition 

*  with  the  higheil  contempt  and  indignation  j  nay, 

*  1  fcarce  refied  on  it  now  with  more  horror  than 
?  aftcnifniTient,     In  fhort,   I  agreed   to  run   away 

«  with 
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*  with  him.     To  leave  my  father,   my   reputation, 

*  every  thing  which  was  or  ought  to  have  been  dear 
*^  to  nne,   and  to  live  with  this  villain   as  a  miCtrefs, 

*  fince  I  could  not  be  his  wife. 

*  Was  not  this  an  obligation  of  the  highefl:  and 
'  tenderefl:  kind,   and   had  I   not  reafon  to  expecft 

*  every  return  in  the  man's  power  on  whom  I  had 
•^  conferred  it  ? 

*  I  will  make  fhort  of  the  remainder  of  my  ftory, 

*  for  what  is  there  of  a  woman  worth  relating,  after 
'  what  I  have  told  you  ? 

*  Above  a  year  I  lived  with  this  man  in  an  obfcure 
^  court  in  London,  during  which  t:m,e  I  had  a  child 
'  by  him,  whom  Heaven,  I  thank  it,  hath  been 
^  pleafed  to  take  to  itfelf. 

'  During  many  months  he  behaved  to  m.e  with 

*  all  the  apparent  tendernefs,  and  even  fondnefs  ima- 

*  ginablci  but  alas !  how  poor  was  my  enjoyment 
'  of  this,  compared  to  what  it  would  have  been  ia 
'  another  ficuation  ?    When  he  was  prefent,  life  was 

*  barely  tolerable;  but  when  he  was  abfent,  nothing 
^  could   equal    the    mifery   I  endured.     I  pafh  my 

*  hours  almoft  entirely  alone  J  for  no  company,  but 
'  what  I  defpifed,  would  confort  with  me.    Abroad^ 

*  I  fcarce  ever  went,  left  I  fliould  meet  any  of  my 
'  former  acquaintance  j    for  their  fight  would   have 

*  plunged   a  thoufand    daggers    in    my   foul.     My 

*  only  diverfjon  was  going  very  feldom  to  a  play, 

*  where  1  hid  myfelf  in  the  gallery,  with  a  daughter 
«  of  the  womanof  the  lioufe.  A  girl  indeed  of  good 
«  fenfe,  and  many  good  qualities;  but  how  much  be- 

*  ncath  me  was  it  to  be  the  companion  of  a  creature 

*  fo  low!  O  heavens!  v>hen  I  have  feen  my  equals 
'  glittering  in  a  fide-box,  how  have  the  thoughts  of 
'  my  loft  honour  torn  my  foul  !' 

*  Pardon  me,  dear  madam,'  cries  Booth,  '  for 
'  interrupting  you  j  but  I  am  under  the  utmod 
'  anxiety  to  know  what  became  of  your  poor  fa- 
^  ther,    for  whom  I  have    fo  great  a  rcfpesft,  and 

O  4  *  who 
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f  who,  I  am  convinced  nuift  fo  bitterly  feei  your 

*  lof-,.' 

*  O  Mr.  Booth,'  anfwereci  flifj  *  he  w;is  fcarce 
^  ever  out  of  my  thoughrs.  His  dear  image  (till  ob- 
«  trudcd  itfcif  in    my  mind,  and  I   believe   would 

*  have   broken   mv  hearr,   had   I  noc  taken  a  very 

*  prcpoilcrous  way  to  eafe  mylelf.     I  am  indeed  al- 

*  moll  afhamed   to  tell  you  3    but  neceffity  put  it  in 

*  my  head. — You  will  tliink  the  matter  too  trifling; 
«  to  have  been  remeriibered,   and  fo  it  furely  was  i' 

*  nor  fhould  I  have  remiembcred  it  on  any  other  oc- 
'  cafion.     You  muft  know  then.   Sir,  that  my  bro- 

<  ther  was  alwavs  my  inveterate  enemy,  and  al- 
«  together  as  fond  of  my  fifter.     He  once  prevailed 

<  v^ith  my  father  to  let  him  take  my  fifl-er  with  him 

*  in   the  chariot,  and  by  that  means  I  v;as  difap- 

*  pointed  of  going  to  a  ball  which  I  had  fet  my 

<  heart  on.  The  difappointment,  I  aiTiire  you,  was 
«  great  at  the  time  ;    but  I  had  long  fince  forgotten 

*  it.  I  mjufl  have  been  a  very  bad  woman,  if  I 
'  had  not;   for  it  was  the  only  thing  in  which  I  can 

*  remember  that  my  father  ever  difobliged  me. 
'  However,  I  now  revived  this  in  my  mind,  which 

*  I  artificially  worked  up  into  fo  high  an  injury,  that 
'  I  affure  you,  it  afforded  me  no  little  comfort. 
*,When  any  tender  idea  intruded  into  my  bofom, 
«  I  immediately  raifed  this  phantom  of  an  injury  iri 

*  my  imagination,  and  it  confiderably  leflened  the 
«  fury  of  that  forrov/  which  I  fhould  have  other- 

<  wife  felt  for  the  lofs  of  fo  good  a  father ;  who 
f  died  within  a  few  months  of  my  departure  from 
«■  him. 

'  And  now.    Sir,  to  draw  to  a  conclufion.  One 

<  night  as  I  was  in  the  gallery  at  Drury-Lane  play- 

*  noufe,    I   faw   below  me,   in   a   fide-box (fhe 

*  was  once  below  me  in  every  place),  that  widow 

<  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  before 1  had  fcarce 

«  caft  my  eyes  on  this  woman,  before  I  v/as  fo 
«  fliockai  with  the  iighr,  that  it  almoft  deprived  me 

c  of 
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of  my  lenfes  -,  for  the  villain  Hebbers  came  pre- 
fently  in,  and  feated  himfclf  behind  her. 
'  He  had  been  almofi:  a  month  from  me,  and  I 
believed  him  to  be  at  his  quarters  in  Yorkfhire. 
Gucfs  what  were  my  fenfations,  when  I  beheld 
him  fitting  by  that  bafe  woman,  and  talking  to 
her  with  the  utmolt  familiarity.  I  could  not  long 
endure  this  fight ;  and  having  acquainted  my 
companion  that  I  was  taken  fuddenly  iil,  I  forced 
her  to  go  home  with  me  at  the  end  of  the  fecond 
acl. 

*  After  a  reftlefs  and  fieeplefs  night,  when  I  rofe 
the  next  morning,  I  had  the  comfort  to  receive  a 
vifit  from  the  woman  of  the  houfe,  vvlio,  after  a 
very  fhort  introduftion,  afked  me  when  I  had 
heard  from  the  captain,  and  when  I  expected  to 
fee  him  ?  I  had  not  lirength  or  fpirirs  to  make 
her  any  anfwerj  and  fhe  proceeded  thus:  Indeed 
I  did  not  think  the  captain  would  have  ufed  me  fo. 
My  huftand  was  an  officer  of  the  arm.Vj  as  well  as 
himfeif  J  and  if  a  body  is  a  little  low  in  the  world, 
I  am  fure  that  is  no  reafon  for  folks  to  trample  on 
a  body.  I  defy  the  world  to  fay  as  I  ever  was 
guilty  of  an  ill  thing.  For  heaven's  fake.  Madam, 
fays  I,  what  do  you  mean  ?  Mean  !  cries  Ilie,  I 
am  fure  if  I  had  not  thought  you  had  been  captain 
Hebber's  lady,  his  lawful  lady  too,  you  fliould 
never  have  i^ct  footing  in  my  houfc.  1  would  have 
captain  Hebbers  know,  that  though  I  am  reduced 
to  let  lodgings,  I  never  have  entertained  any  but 
perfons  of  characler. — In  this  manner,  Sir,  Ihe  ran 
on,  faying  many  lliocking  things  not  worth  repeat- 
ing, till  my  anger  at  laft  got  the  better  of  my  pa- 
tience as  well  as  my  forrow,  and  I  pufhed  her  out 
of  the  room. 

*  She  had  not  been  long  gone  before  her  daughter 
^  came  to  me,  and  after  many  expreflions  of  tender- 
'  nefs  and  pity  acquainted  me,  that  her  mother 
■'  had  jull  found  out,  by  means  of  the  captain's  Icr- 

*  vanr. 
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*  vant,  that  the  captain  was  married  to  another  lady  ; 

*  which,  if  you  did  not  know  before,  madam,  faid 

*  fhe,  1   am  forry  to   be   clie   meflenger  of  fuch  ill 

*  news. 

*  Think,   Mr.  Booth,  what  I  mud:  have  endured 

*  to  fee  rnvfelf  humbled   before  fuch  a  creature  as 

*  this,  the  daughter  of  a  woman  who  lets  lodgings  ! 

*  liowever,   having    recolleded  myfelf  a   lirtle,  I 

*  thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  deny  any  thing  j   fo 

*  knowing  this  to  be  one  of  the  bcH:  natured,  and 

*  moft  fenfible  girls  in  the  world,  I  refolvtd   to  tell 

*  her  my  whole  ilory,  and  for  the  future  to  make  her 

*  miy  confidante.     I  anfwered  her,   therefore,  with  a 
'  good  deal  of  alTurance,  that  fiie  need  not   regret 

<  telling  me  this  piece  of  ill  news,  for  i  had  known 

*  it  before  I  came  to  her  houfe. 

'  Pardon  me,  madam,'  replied  the  girl,  ^  you  can- 

*  not  poflibly  have  known  it  fo  long;  for  he  hath  not 

*  been  married  above  a  week  :  lali:  night  was  the 

*  firit  time    of    his    appearing  in    public    with  his 

*  wife  at  the  play.     Indeed,  I  knew  very  well  the 
«  caufe  of  your  iineafinefs    there  j    but  would   not 

*  mt-ntion - 

*  His    wife   at   the   play  !'    anfwered   I   eagerly, 

*  what  wife!    whom  do  you  mean  ? 

"'  I  mean  the  widow  Carey,  madam,'  replied  fhe, 
^  to  whom  the  captain  was  married  a  few  days  fince. ' 

*  His  fervant  was  here  laft  night  to  pay  for  your 

*  lodging;   and  he  told  it  m.y  m.other, 

*  I  know  not  what  ani\yer  I  made,  or  whether  I 

*  made  any  ;   I  prefently  fell  dead  on  the  floor,  and 

*  it  wfis  with  great  difficulty  I  was  brought  back  to 

*  life  by  the  poor  girl  j  for  neither  the  mother,  nor 

*  the  maid  of  thz  houfe,  would  lend  me  any  airift- 

<  ance,  both  feeming  to  regard  me  rather  as  a  mon- 

*  fler  than  a  woman.' 

'  Scarce  had   I  recovered  the  uL-  of  my  fenfes, 

*  when  I    received    a   letctr  from   the  villain,   de- 
«  daring  he  had  not  aiiurance  to  fee  my  face,  and 

«  very 
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'  very  kindly  advifing  mv°  to  endeavour  to  reconcile 

*  myrelf  to  my  family  j    concluding  with  an  offer, 

*  in  cafe  I  did  not    fucceed,    to  allow  me  twenty 
^  pounds  a-year  to  fupporc  me  in  lome  remote  part 

*  of  the  kingdom, 

*  I  need  not  mention  my  indignation  at  thefe  pro- 
f  pofals.  In  the  higheft  agony  of  rage,  I  went  in> 
'  a  chair  to  the  deteited  houfe,  where  I  eafily  got  ac- 
'  cefs  to  the  wretch  I  had  devoted  to  deftruclion, 
'  whom  I  no  fooner  found  within  my  reach,  than  I 
^  plunged  a  drawn  penknife,  which  I  had  prepared 

*  in  my  pocket  for  the  purpofe,  into  his  accurfed 

*  heart.    For  this  fact,  I  was  immediately  fr^ized,  and 

*  foon  after  committed  hither  ;   and  for  this  facfc  I 

*  am  ready  to  die,  and  fliall,  with  pleafure,  receive 
'  the  fentence  of  the  law. 

'    f  Thus,  Sir,'  faid  fi-ie,  ^  I  have  related  to  you  my 

*  unhappy  ftoryi   and  if  I  have  tired  your  patience, 

*  by  dwelling  too  long  on  thofe  parts  which  at:ecte4 
^  me  the  mo(t,  I  afk  your  pardon.' 

Booth  made  a  proper  fpeech  on  this  occafion,  and 
having  exprefled  much  concern  at  her  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  concluded,  that  he  hoped  her  fentence  would  be 
milder  than  Ihe  feemed  to  expe6l. 

Her  reply  to  this  was  full  of  fo  much  bitternefs 
and  indignation,  that  we  do  not  think  proper  to  re- 
cord the  fpeech  at  length;  in  which,  having  vented 
her  pafTion,  fhe  all  at  once  put  on  a  ferene  coun- 
tenance, and,  with  an  air  of  great  complacency,  laid, 
«  Well,  Mr.  Booth,  I  think  1  have  now  a  right  to  fa- 

*  tisfy  my  curiofity,  at  :he  expence  of  your  breath. 

*  I  may  fay  it  is  not  altogether  a  vain  curioHty  j   for 
^  perhaps  I  have  had  inclination  enough  to  intereft 

*  myfelf  in  whatever  concerns  you  ; — but  no  matter 

*  for  that— thofe  days  (added  ihe  with  a  figh)   are 
<  now  over.' 

Booth,  who  was  extremely  good-natured  and 
well-bred,  told  her,  that  flie  Ihould  not  command 
]i'im   twice  whatever  v/as  in  his  power,  and  then, 

after 
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after  the  ufual  apology,  was  going  to  begin  his 
hiftory,  when  the  keeper  arrived  and  acquainted  the 
lady  that  dinner  was  ready,  at  the  fame  time  fay- 
ing, *  I  fuppofe.  Madam,  as  the  gentleman  is  an 

*  acquaintance  of  your's,  he  mud  dine  with  us 
'  too.' 

Mifs  Matthews  told  the  keeper,  that  fhe  had  only 
one  word  to  mention  in  private  to  the  gentleman, 
and  that  then  they  would  both  attend  him. — She 
then  pulled  her  purfe  from  her  pocket,  in  which 
were  upwards  of  twenty  guineas,  being  the  remain- 
der of  the  money  for  which  fhe  had  fold  a  gold  re- 
peating watch,  her  father's  prefent,  with  fome 
other  trinkets,  and  defired  Mr.  Booth  to  take  what 
he  fliould  have  occafion  for; — faying,  *  You  know, 

*  I  believe,  dear  Will,  I  never  valued  money  ;  and 
^  now  I  am  fure  I  Iball  have  very  little  ufe  for  it.' 
Booth,  with  much  difficulty,  accepted  of  two  gui- 
neas ;  and  then  tbey  both  together  attended  the 
keeper. 

CHAP.    X. 

'italle-talk  conjijling  of  a  facetious  difcourfe  that  pciffed  m 
the  prifon, 

THERE  were  affembled  at  the  table  the  go- 
vernor of  thefe  (not  improperly  called  infer- 
nal) regions  ;  the  lieutenant-governor,  vulgarly 
named  the  firft  turnkey;  Mifs  Matthews,  Mr, 
Booth,  Mr.  Robinfon  the  gambler,  feveral  other 
prifoners  of  both  fexes,  and  one  Murphy  an  attor- 
ney. 

The  governor  took  the  f.rft  opportunity  to  bring 
the  affair  of  Mifs  Matthews  upon  the  carpet,  an^ 
then  turning  to  Murphy,  he  faid,  *  It  is  very  lucky 
'  this  gentleman  happens  to  be  prefent  j  1  do  afr 
^  fure  you.  Madam,  your  caufe  cannot  be  in  ablcj 

<  hands. 
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*  hands.    He  is,  I  believe,  the  bed  man  in  England 

*  ac  a  defence;    I  have  known  him  often  fucceed 

*  againft  the  molt  pofitive  evidence.* 

*  Fy,  Sir,'   anfwered  Murphy,  *  you  know  I  hate 

*  all  this ;   but  if  the  lady  will  truft  me  with  her 

*  caufe,  I  will  do  the  belt  in  my  power.     Come, 
'  Madam,  do  not  be  difcouraged  ;    a  bit  of  man- 

*  flaughter  and  cold  iron,  I  hope,  will  be  the  worft : 

*  or  perhaps  we  may  come  off  better,  wich  a  flice  of 

*  chance-medley,  or  fe  defendendo*' 

*  I  am  very  ignorant  of  the  law.  Sir,'  cries  the 
lady. 

'  Yes,  Madam,'  anfwered  Murphy,   *  it  cannot: 

*  be  expefted  you  fhould  underiiand  it.     There  are 

*  very  few  of  us  who  profefs  it,   that  }.inderftand  the 

*  whole  J  nor  is  it  neceffary  we  fhould.  There  is  a 
'  great  deal  of  rubbifh  of  little  ufe,  about  indict- 

*  ments,  and  abatements,  and  bars,  and  ejeflments, 

*  and    trovers,   and   fuch  ftuff,  with  which  people 

*  cram  their  heads  to  little  purpofe.   The  chapter  of 

*  evidence  is  the  main  bufinefs ;  that  is  the  flieet- 
'  anchor  j  that  is  the  rudder,  which  brings  the  vel- 
'  fel  fafe  in  portum»      Evidence  is  indeed  the  whole, 

*  the  fumma  lolidis,  for  de  non  apparentibus  et  non  in- 

*  fijlentihus  eadem  efi  ratio.'* 

'  If  you  addrefs  yourfelf  to  m.e,  Sir,'  faid  the  lady, 

*  you  are  much  too  learned,  I  allure  you,  for  my  un- 

*  derftanding.* 

'  Tace,  Madam,'   anfwered   Murphy,   ^  is  Latin 

*  for  a  candle  :  I  commend  your  prudence.     I  [hall 

*  know  the  particulars  of  your  cafe  when  we  are 

*  alone.' 

'1  hope  the  lady,'  faid  Robinfon,  *  hath  no  fuf- 

*  picion  of  any  perfon  here.     I  hope  we  are  all  per- 

*  fons  of  honour  at  this  tabJe.' 

*  D — n  my  eyes  !'  anfwered  a  well-drefled  woman, 
'  I  can   anfwer   for    myfelf  and   the   other    ladies; 

*  though  I  never  faw  the  lady  in  my  life,  Ihe  need 

*  nop 
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'  not  be  fliy  of  us,  d — n  my  eyes  !  I  fcorn  to  *  rap 

<  aj^ainfl  any  lady. 

'  D — n  me,  Madam  !'   cried  another  female,   *  I 

<  honour  what  you  have  done.     I  once  put  a  knife 

*  into  a  cull  myfelf — fo  my  fervice  to  you.  Madam, 
'  and  I  wiili  you  may  come  o^  mxh  fe  dJjfidcndo  with 

*  all  my  heart.* 

*  I  beg,  grod  vvoman,'  faid  Mifs  Matthews,  'you 

*  would  talk  on  fome  other  fubjed:,  and  give  your- 

*  felf  no  concern  about  my  affairs.' 

*  You  fee,   ladies,'   cried   Murphy,   '  the  gentle- 

*  wom.an  doth  not  care  to  talk  on  this  matter  befo.'"e 

*  company  J   fo  pray  do  not  prefs  her.' 

'  Nay,  I  value  the  lady's  acquaintance  no  more 

*  than  Pae  values  mine,'  c?-ies  the  firll  vvoman  who 

fpoke *  I   have  kept   as  good  company  as    the 

'   lady,   I   believe,  every  day  in   the  week.     Good 

*  woman  !  I  do  not  ufe  to  be  fo  treated — If  the  lady 

*  fays  fuch  another  word  ro  me,  d — n  me,  I  will 

*  darken    her  daylights.     Marry,  come   up,    good 

*  woman! — the  lady's  a  whore  as  well  as  myfelf; 

<  and  though  I  am  fent  hither  to  mill-doll,  d — n  my 

<  eyes,   I  have  money  enough  to  buy  it  off  as  well 

*  as  the  lady  herfelf.' 

A6lion  might  perhaps  foon  have  enfued  this 
fpeech,  had  not  the  keeper  interpofed  his  autho- 
rity, and  put  an  end  to  any  further  difpute.  Soon 
after  which,  the  company  broke  up  ;  and  none  but 
himfelf,  Mr.  Murphy,  Captain  Booth,  and  Mifs 
Matthews  remained  together. 

Mifs  Matthews  then,  at  the  entreaty  of  the 
keeper,  began  to  open  her  cafe  to  Mr.  Murphy, 
Y^hom  Ihe  admitted  to  be  her  folicitor,  though  Ihe 
ftill  declared  fhe  was  indifferent  as  to  the  event  of 
the  trial. 

Mr.  Murphy  having  heard  all  the  particulars  with 
which  the  reader  is  already  acquainted   (as  far  as 

*   A  cant  word,  meaning  to  fwear,  or  rather  to  perjure  your- 

related 
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rc-lated  to  the  murder),  fhook  his  head,  and  faid. 
There  is  but  one  circumilance.  Madam,  which  I 
wifh  was  out  of  the  cafe  ;  and  that  we  muft  put 
out  of  it ;  I  mean  the  carrying  the  penknife 
drawn  into  the  room  with  you;  for  that  feems  to 
imply  malice  prcpenfive,  as  we  call  it  in  the  law  : 
this  circumilance,  therefore,  inuft  not  appear 
againfl:  you  j  and  if  the  fcrvant  who  was  in  the 
room  obferved  this,  he  muft  be  bought  off  at  all 
hazards.  All  here,  you  fay,  are  friends;  therefore, 
I  tell  you  openly,  you  muft  furnifh  m.e  with  money 
fufficient  for  this  purpofe.  Malice  is  all  we  have 
to  guard  againft.' 

'  I  would  not  prefume,  Sir,  cries  Booth,  '  to  in- 
form you  in  the  Law  ;  but  I  have  heard  in  cafe  of 
ftabbing,  a  man  may  be  indided  upon  the  fta- 
tute  i  and  it  is  capital,  though  no  malice  ap- 
pears.' 

*  You  fay,  true.  Sir,'  anfwered  Murphy,  ^  a  man 
may  be  indiftcd  cojitra  fcrmiim  ftatutis  ^  and  that 
method,  I  allow  you,  requires  no  malice  ;  I  pre- 
fume you  are  a  lawyer.  Sir  r' 

*  No,  indeed.  Sir,'  anfwered  Booth,  *  I  know 
nothing  of  the  law.' 

*  Then,  Sir,  I  will  tell  you — If  a  man  be  in- 
dicted contra  fcrmam  JiattitiSy  as  we  fay,  no  malice 
is  neceflary ;  bccaufe  the  form  of  the  flaiure 
makes  malice ;  and  then  what  we  have  to  guard 
againft,  is  having  ftruck  the  firft  blow — pox  on'r, 
it  is  unlucky  this  was  done  in  a  room — If  it  had 
been  in  the  ftreet,  we  could  have  had  live  or  fix 
witnefles  to  have  proved  the  firft  blow,  cheaper 
than  I  am  afraid  we  Ihall  get  this  one  j  for  when 
a  man  knov/s,  from  the  unhappy  circuiPiftances 
of  the  cafe,  that  you  can  procure  no  other  wit- 
nefs  but  himfelf,  he  is  always  dear.  Ic  is  fo  in  ail 
other  ways  of  bufinefs — 1  am  very  implicit,  you 
fee  i  but  we  are  all  among  friends.  The  fafcft 
way  is  to  furnifti  me  with  money  enough  to  oftVr 

<  '        <  him 
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«  him  a  good  round  fum  an  once;   and,    I  think  (ic 

*  is  for  your  good  I  fpeak),  fifty  pounds  is  the  leaft 
f  that  can  be  ofiered  him. — I  do  aflurC;!  I  would 
'  offer  him  no  lefs,  was  it  my  own  cafe.' 

'  And  do  you  think.  Sir,'  laid  fhe,  '  that  I  would 
'  fave  my  life  at  the  expence  of  hiring  another  to 

*  perjure  himfeif  ?' 

*  Ay,  furely  do  I,'  cries  Murphy,  '  for  where  is 
'  the  fault,  admitting  there  is  fome  fault  in  perjury, 
'  as  you  call  it ;  and  to  be  fure,  it  is  fuch  a  matter^ 
«  as  every  man  fhould  rather  wifh  to  avoid  than  not : 
«  and  yet,  as  it  may  be  managed,  there  is  not  fo 

*  much  as  fome  people  are  apt  to  imagine  in  it  j 
«  for  he  need  not  kifs  the  book,  and  then  pray 
«  where  is  the  perjury  ?  but  if  the  crier  is  fharpef 
'  than  ordinary,  what  is  it  he  kiffes  ?  is  it  any  thing 
'   but  a  bit  of  calves-ficin  ?  I  am  fure  a  man  muft 

<  be  a  very  bad  Chriftian  himfeif,  who  would  not 
«  do  fo  much  as  that  to  fave  the  life  of  any  Chriftian 
'  whatever,  much  more  of  fo  pretty  a  lady — Indeedj 

<  Madam,  if  wc  can  make  out  but  a  tolerable  cafe, 
'  fo  much  beauty  will  go  a  great  ways  with  the  judge 
'  and  the  jury  too.' 

The  latter  part  of  this  fpeech,  notwithftanding 
the  mouth  it  came  from,  caufed  Mifs  Matthews 
to  fupprefs  much  of  the  indignation  which  began  to 
arife  at  the  former ;  and  fhe  anfwered  with  a  fmile, 
'  Sir,  you  are  a  great  cafuift  in  thefe  matters;  but 
'  we  need  argue  no  longer  concerning  them  ;  for  if 

<  fifty  pounds  would  fave  my  life,  I  'alfure  you,  I 

<  could  not  command  that  fum.     The  little  money 

<  I  have  in  my  pocket  is  all  I  can  call  my  own  j  andj 

<  I  apprehend,  in  the  fituation  I  am  in,  I  fhall  have 

<  very  little  of  that  to  fpare.' 

'  Come,  come.  Madam,'  cries  Murphy,'  life  is 

<  fweet,  let  me  tell  you,  and  never  fweeter  than 
'  when  we  are  near  lofing  it.  I  have  known  many 
«  a  man  very  brave  and  undaunted  at  his  firft  com* 

<  mitmcnt,  who,  when  bufinefs  began  to  thicken  a 

*  little 
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*  little  upon  him,  hath  changed  his  note — It  is  no 
'  time  to  be  faving  in  your  condition.' 

The  keeper,  who,  after  the  liberality  of  Mifs 
Matthews,  and  on  feeing  a  purfe  of  guineas  in  her 
hand,  had  conceived  a  great  opinion  of  her  wealth, 
no  fooner  heard  that  the  fum  which  he  had  in  in- 
tention intirely  confifcated  for  his  own  ufe,  was  at- 
tempted to  be  broke  in  upon,  thought  it  high  time 
to  be  upon  his  guard.  '  To  be  fure,'  cries  he,  '  Mr. 

*  Murphy,  life  is  fweet,  as  you  fay,  that  mud  be  ac- 

*  knowledgedi  to  be  fure  life  is  fweet  j  but  fweet  as  it 

*  is,  no  perlbn  can  advance  more  than  they  are  worth 

*  tofaveit.  And  indeed,  if  the  lady  can  command  no 

*  more  money  than  that  little  fhe  mentions,  fhe  is  to 

*  be  commended  for  her  unwillingnefs  to  part  with 

*  any  of  it  j  for,  to  be  fure,    as  flie  fays,  fhe  will 

*  want  every  farthing  of  that,  to  live  like  a  gentle- 

*  woman  till  fhe  comes  to  her  trial.  And,  to  be  fure, 

*  as  fweet  as  life  is,  people  ought  to  take  care  to 
'  be  able  to  live  fv/eetly  while  they  do  live  ;  bcfides, 

<  I  cannot  help  faying,  the  lady  fhews  herfelf  to  be 
'  what  fhe  is,  by  her  abhorrence  of  perjury,  which 

*  is  certainly  a  very  dreadful  crime.      And,   though 

*  the  not  kilTing  the  book  doth,  as  you  fay,  make  a 
'  great  deal  of  difference  j  and  if  a  man  had  a 
'  great  while  to  live  and  repent,  perhaps  he  might 

<  fwallow  it  well  enough ;  yet,  when  people  comes 
«  to  be  near  their  end  (as  who  can  venture  to  foretel 

*  what  will  be  the  lady's  cafe  !),  they  ought  to  take 

<  care  not  to  overburthen  their  confcience.  I  hope 
«  the  lady's  cafe  will  not  be  found  murder  j  for  I 

*  am  fure  I  always  wifh  well  to  all  my  prifoners,  who 

*  fliew  themfelves  to  be  gentlemen,  or  gentlewomen  5 

*  yet  one  fhould  always  fear  the  word.' 

«  Indeed,  Sir,  you  fpeak  like  an  oracle,'  anfwcred 
the  lady;  '  and  one  fubordination  of  perjury  would 

<  fit  heavier  on   my  confcience,  than  twenty  fuch 

*  murders  as  I  am  guilty  of.' 

Vol.  VIII.  P  «  Nay, 
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*  Nay,  to  be  fure.  Madam,'  anfwered  the  keeper, 
'  no  body  can  pretend  to  tell  what  provocation  you 

*  muft  have  had  ;  and  certainly  it  can  never  be 
'  imagined,  that  a  lady  who  behaves  herfelf  fo 
'  handfomely  as  you  have  done  ever  fince  you  have 
<  been  under  my  keys,  fhould  be  guilty  of  killing  a 

*  man  without  being  very  highly  provoked  to  do  it.' 

Mr.  Murphy  was,  I  believe,  going  to  anfwer,  when 
he  was  called  out  of  the  room  -,  after  which  nothing 
pafled  between  the  remaining  perfons  worth  relating, 
till  Booth  and  the  lady  retired  back  again  into  the 
lady's  apartment. 

Here  they  fell  immediately  to  commenting  on  the 
foregoing  difcourfe  5  bur  as  their  comments  were,  I 
believe,  the  fame  with  what  mofl:  readers  have  made 
on  the  fame  occafion,  we  fhall  omit  them.  At  laft, 
Mifs  Matthews  reminding  her  companion  of  his  pro- 
mife  of  relating  to  her  what  had  befallen  him  fince 
the  interruption  of  their  former  acquaintance,  he  be- 
gan as  is  written  in  the  next  book  of  this  hiftory. 
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CHAP.    I. 

In  which  captain  Booth  begins  to  relate  his  hijlory* 


H  E  tea-table  being  removed  j  and  Mr* 
Booth  and  the  lady  left  alone,  he  proceeded 
as  follows  ; 

'  Since  you  defire,  Madann,  to  know  the  particu- 
'  lars  of  my  courtfliip  to  that  beft  and  deareft  of 
'  women,  whom  I  afterwards  married  ;    I  will  en- 

*  deavour  to  recoiled  them  as  well  as  I  can,  at  lead 

*  all  thofe  incidents  which  are  mod  worth  relating  to 
'  you. 

*  If  the  vulgar  opinion  of  the  fatality  in  marriage 

*  had  ever  any  foundation,  it  furely  appeared  in  my 

*  marriage  with  my  Amelia.    I  knew  her  in  the  fird 
'  dawn  of  her  beauty;   and,  I  believe,  Madam,  Ihe 

*  had  as  much  as  ever  fell  to  the  fliare  of  a  woman  ; 

*  but  though  I  always  admired  her,  it  was  long  with- 
out any  I'paik  of  love.  Perhaps  the  general  ad- 
miration which  at  that  time  purfued  her,  the  re- 
fpect  paid  her  by  perlbns  of  the  highefl:  rank,  aiiiJ 
the  numberlefs  addreffes  which  were  made  her  by 
men  of  great  fortune,  prevented  my  afpiring  at  tlio 
poflcflion  of  thofe  charms,  which  feemcd  lo  abio- 

?  2  *  lutely 
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«  lucely  out  of  my  reach.  However  It  was,  I  afTure 
'  you  the  accident  which  deprived  her  of  the  ad- 
'  miration  of  others,  made  the  firfl  great  impreflion 

*  on  my  heart  in  her  favour.     The  injury  done  to 

*  her  beauty   by  the  overturning  of  a   chaife,   by 

*  which,  as  you  may  well  remember,  her  lovely 
'  nofe  was  beat  all  to  pieces,  gave  me  an  aflfurance 

*  that  the  woman  who  had  been  fo  much  adored  for 

*  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  deferved  a^much  higher 

*  adoration  to  be  paid  to  her  mind  :   for  that  fhe 

*  was  in  the  latter  refpeft  infinitely  more  fuperior 

*  to  the  reft  of  her  fex,  than  fhe  had  ever  been  in 

<  the  former.' 

*  I  admire  your  tafte  extremely,*  cried  the  lady. 

*  I  remember  perfeftly  well  the  great  heroifm  with 

*  which  your  Amelia  bore  that  misfortune.' 

*  Good  heavens !  Madam,'  anfwered  he,  *  what  a 
'  magnanimity  of  mind  did  her  behaviour  demon- 

*  ftrate !  if  the  world  have  extolled  the  firmnefs  of 

*  foul  in  a  man  who  can  fupport  the  lofs  of  fortune  ; 
'  of  a  general,  who  can  be  compofed  after  the  lofs 
'  of  a  victory  j  or  of  a  king,  who  can  be  contented 

*  with  the  lofs  of  a  crown  j   with  what  aftonifhment 

*  ought  we  to  behold,  with  what  praifes  to  honour, 

<  a  young  lady,  who  can,  with  patience  and  refig- 
'  nation,  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  exquifite  beauty,  in 
'  other  words  to  the  lofs  of  fortune,  power,  glory, 
'  every  thing  which  human  nature  is  apt  to  court 
'  and  rejoice  in  !  what  mud  be  the  mind  which  can 

*  bear  to  be  deprived  of  all  thefe  in  a  moment,  and 

*  by  an  unfortunate  trifling  accident;    which  could 

*  fupport  all  this,  together  with  the  moft  exquifite 

*  torments  of  body,    and  with  dignity,  with  rcfig- 

*  nation,    without   complaining,    almoit  without   a 

*  tear,  undergo  the  moft  painful  and  dreadful  ope- 

*  rations  of  furgery  in  fuch  a  fituation  V  Here  he 
ftopt,  and  a  torrent  of  tears  guflied  from  his  eyes ; 
fuch  tears  as  are  apt  to  flow  from  a  truly  noble 
heart,  at  the  hearing  of  any  thing  furprifingly  great 

and 
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and  glorious.  As  foon  as  he  v/as  able,  he  again 
proceeded  thus  : 

*  Would  you  think,  Mifs  Matthews,  that  the  mif- 

*  fortune  of  my  Amelia  was  capable  of  any  aggra- 
'  vation  !    I  alTure  you,  fhe  hath  often  told  me  it 

*  was  aggravated  with  a  circumftance  which  out- 
'  weighed  all  the  other  ingredients.  This  was  the 
'  cruel  infults  fhe  received  from  fome  of  her  mod 

*  intimate  acquaintance,  feveral  of  whom,  after 
'  many  diftortions  and  grimaces,  have  turned  their 
'  heads  afide,  unable  to  fupport  their  fecret  triumph, 
'  and  burfl;  into  a  loud  laugh  in  her  hearing.' 

*  Good  heaven  !'  cried  Mifs  Matthews,  '  what  de- 

*  teftable  aftions  will  this  contemptible  paffion  of 

*  envy  prevail  on  our  fex  to  commit  ?' 

*  An  occafion  of  this  kind,  as  (he  hath  fince  told 

*  me,  made  the  firfl:  impreffion  on  her  gentle  heart 

*  in  my  favour.     I  was  one  day  in  company  with 

*  feveral    young   ladies,    or    rather   young    devils, 

*  where  poor  Amelia's  accident  was  the  fubjecl  of 

*  much  mirth  and  pleafantry.     One  of  thefe  faid, 

*  She  hoped  Mifs  would  not  hold  her  head  fo  high 
'  for  the  future.    Another  anfwered,  I  do  not  know 

*  Madam,  what  fhe  may  do  with  her  head,  but  I 

*  am  convinced  flie  will  never  more  turn  up  her 
'  nofe  at  her  betters.     Another  cried,  What  a  very 

*  proper  match  might  now  be  made  between  Amelia 

*  and  a  certain  captain,  who  had  unfortunately  re- 
'  ceived  an  injury  in  the  fame  part,  though  from 
'  no  fliamefiii  caufe.      Many   other  farcafms   were 

*  thrown  out,  very  unworthy  to  be  rei^eated.    I  was 

*  hurt  with  perceiving  fo  much  malice  in  human 
'  fhape,  and  cried  out  very  bhintlv,  Indeed,  ladies, 
'  you  need  not  exprefs  fuch  fatisfacLion  at  poor  Mifs 

*  Emily's  accident;  for  (lie  will  Hill  be  the  hand- 
'  fomeft  woman  in  England.     This  fpeech  of  mine 

*  was  afterwards  varioufly  repeated,  by  fome  to  my 
'  honour,  and  by  others  reprefented  in  a  contrary 

*  light  i   indeed,  it  was  often  reported  to  be  much 

V  3  *  ruder 
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ruder  than  it  was.  However,  it  at  length 
reached  Amelia's  ears.  She  faid  flie  was  very 
much  obliged  to  me  j  fince  I  could  have  fo  much 
compalTion  for  her  as  to  be  rude  to  a  lady  on  her 
account. 

*  About  a  month  after  the  accident,  when  Amelia 
began  to  fee  company  in  a  mafls:,  I  had  the  honour 
to  drink  tea  with  her.  We  were  alone  together, 
and  I  begged  her  to  indulge  my  curiofity  by 
fhewing  me  her  face.  She  anfwertd  in  a  molb 
obliging  manner,  "  Perhaps,  Mr.  Booth,  you 
'  will  as  little  know  me  when  my  m  dk  is  off,  as 
^  when  it  is  on  j  and  at  the  fame  inilant  unmafls:- 
f  ed." — The  lurgeon's  fkill  was  the  lead  I  con- 
fidered.  A  thoufand  tender  ideas  ruflied  all  ac 
once  on  my  mind.  I  was  unable  to  contain  my- 
felf,  and  eagerly  kiffing  her  hand,  1  cried— Upon 
my  foul,  Madam,  you  never  appeared  to  me  fo 
lovely  as  at  this  jnftant.  Nothing  more  remarkable 
pafied  at  this  vifit ;  but  1  fincerely  believe  we 
were  neither  of  us  hereafter  indifferent  to  each 
other. 

'  Many  months,  however,  pafled  afcer  this,  be- 
fore I  ever  thought  ferioufly  of  making  her  my 
wife.  Not  that  1  wanted  fufficient  love  for  Ame- 
lia. Indeed  it  arofe  from  the  vafl;  affection  I  bore 
her.  I  confidered  my  own  as  a  defperate  fortune, 
her's  as  entirely  dependant  on  her  mother,  who 
was  a  woman,  you  know,  of  violent  paffions, 
and  very  unlikely  to  confent  to  a  match  fo  highly 
contrary  to  the  intereft  of  her  daughter.  The 
more  I  loved  Amelia,  the  more  firmly  I  refolved 
within  myfelf,  never  to  propofe  love  to  her  fe- 
rioufly. Such  a  dupe  was  my  underftanding  to 
my  heart  j  and  fo  fooliflily  did  I  imagine  I  could 
be  mafher  of  a  flame,  to  which  I  was  every  day 
adding  fewel. 

'  O  Mifs  Matthews !  we  have  heard  of  men  en- 
tirely mailers  of  their  paffions,  and  of  hearts  which 

*  can 
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'  can  carry  this  fire  in  them,  and  conceal  it  at  their 

*  pleafure.'     Perhaps   there  may   be   fuch ;    buc    if 
'  there  are,  thofe   liearrs  may   be  compared,  I  bc- 

*  lieve,  to  damps,  in  which  it  is  more  difficult  to 

*  keep  fire  alive  than   co  prevent  its  blazing:     In 

*  mine,  it  was  placed  in  the  midfl  of  combiulible 

*  matter. 

*  After  feveral  vifirs,  in  which  looks  and  fighs 

*  had  been  interchanged  on  both  fides,  but  without 

*  the  lead  mention   of  paflion  in  private,  one  day 

*  the  difcourfe  between  us,  when  alone,  happened 

*  to  turn  on  love ;   I  fay  happened,  for  I  proteft  it 

*  was  not  defigned  on  my  fide,   and  I  am  as  firmly 

*  convinced   not   on    her's.     I  was  now  no  longer 

*  mailer  of  myl'clf  j    I   declared    myfelf  the    mod 
'  wretched   of  all   martyrs  to   this   tender   pafiion  j 

*  that  I  had  long  concealed  it  from  its  objecft.     At 

*  length,  after  mentioning  many  particulars,  fup- 
'  prefTing,    however,     thole   which   muft    have  ne- 

*  cefiarily  brought  it  home  to  Amelia,  I  concluded 

*  with   begging   her  to   be  the   confidante   of   my 

*  amour,  and  to  give  me  her  advice  on  that  oc- 

*  cafion. 

*  Amelia  (O  I  fhall  never  forget  the  dear  per- 
'  turbation  !)  appeared  all  confufion  at  this  inftant, 
'  She  trembled,  turned  pale,  and  difcovered  how 
'  well  ihe  underrtood  me,  by  a  thoufand  more  fymp- 

*  toms  than  I  could  take  notice  of,  in  a  ftate  of  mind 

*  fo  very  little  diff^erent  from  her  own.  At  lad,  with 
'  faltering  accents,  Ihe  faid,  I  had  made  a  very  ill 
'  choice  of  a  counfellor,  in  a   matter  in  which  flic 

*  was  fo  ignorant. — Adding,  at  lalt,  I  believe,  Mr. 

*  Booth,  you  gentlemen  want  very  little  advice  ia 

*  thefe  affairs,  which  you  all  underltand  better  than 

*  we  do. 

'  I  will  relate  no  moreof  our  converfation  at  pre- 
'  fent  J  indeed,  I  am  afraid  I  tire  you  with  too  many 

*  particulars.' 

P  4  '  O  no  1' 


2i6  AMELIA.  Book  II. 

<  O  no  !'  anfwered  flie,  *I  (hould  be  glad  to  hear 
«  every  ftep  of  an  amour  which  had  fo  tender  a  be- 

<  ginning.     Tell  me  every  thing  you  faid  or  did,  if 

*  you  can  remember  it/ 

He  then  proceeded,  and  fo  will  we  in  the  next 
chapter. 

CHAP.     II. 

Mr.  Booth  continues  his  Jiory.  In  this  chapter  there  are 
fame  pajfages  that  may  ferve  as  a  kind  of  touchfione, 
by  which  a  young  lady  may  examine  the  heart  of  her 
lover.  I  would  advife^  therefore^  that  every  lover  be 
obliged  to  read  it  over  in  the  prefence  of  his  mijh'efs, 
and  that  fJje  carefully  watch  his  emotions  while  he  is 
reading. 

"WAS  under  the  utmoft  concern,'  cries  Booth, 

when  I  retired  from  my  vifit,    and  had   re- 

flefted  coolly  on  what   I  had   faid.     I  now  faw 

*  plainly  that  I  had  made  downright  love  to  Amie- 
«  lia ;  and  I  feared  fuch  was  my  vanity,  that  1  had 
«  already  gone  too  far,  and  been  too  fuccefsful.  Fear- 

*  ed  1  do  1  h-jj  could  I  fear  what  Thoped  ?  how  fhali 

*  I  defcribe  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  !' 

<  You  need  give  yourfelf  no  great  pain,'  cried 
Mifs  Matthews,  '  to  defcribe  what  I  can  fo  eafily 

*  guefs.     To  be  honed  with  you,  Mr.  Booth,  I  do 

*  not  agree  with  your  lady's  opinion,  that  the  men 

*  have  a  fuperior  underftanding  in  the  matters  of 

*  love.     Men  are  often  blind  to  the  paffions  of  wo- 

*  men  s  but  every  woman  is  as  quick-fighted  as  a 
«  hawk  on  thefe  occafions  ;  nor  is  there  one  article 
«  in  tire  whole  fcience  which  is  not  underftood  by  all 

<  our  fex.' 

«  However,  Madam,'  faid  Mr,  Booth,  '  I  now  un- 
'  dertook   to  deceive   Amelia.     I    abftained   three 

*  days  from  feeing  her ;   to  fay  the  truth,   I  endea- 

*  voured  to  work  myfelf  up  to  a  refolution  of  leav- 

*  in  p. 


Chap.  2.  AMELIA.  217 

*  ing  her  for  ever  ;  but  when  I  could  not  fo  far 
^  fubdue  my  pafTion But  why  do  I  talk  non- 

*  fenfe,    of  fubduing  pafTion  ?    I  ftiould   fay  when 

*  no  other  pafiioa  could  furmount  my  love,  1  re- 

*  turned   to   vifit   her,   and    now   I   attempted  the 

*  ftrangeft  projedl  which  ever  entered  into  the  filly 
'  head  of  a  lover.  This  was  to  perfuade  Amelia 
'  that  I  was  really  in  love  in  another  place,  and  had 

*  literally  expreffed  my  meaning,  when  I  afked  her 

*  advice,  and  defired  her  to  be  my  confidante. 

«  I  therefore  forged  a  meeting  to  have  been  be- 

*  tween  me  and  my  imaginary  miftrefs,  fmce  I  had 

*  laft  feen  Amelia,  and  related  the  particulars  as  well 
'  as  I  could  invent  them,  which  had  paft  at  our  con- 

*  verfation. 

'  Poor  Amelia  prefently  fwallowed  this  bait  j  and, 
'  as  fhe  hath  told  me  fmce,  ablolutely  believed  me 
'  to  be  in  earnefb.  Poor  dear  love  !  how  fhould  the 
'  fincerefl:  of  hearts  have  an   idea  of  deceit  ?    for 

*  with  all  her  fimpiicity,  I  affure  you  (he  is  the  moft 

*  fenfible  woman  in  the  world.* 

*  It  is  highly  generous  and  good  in  you,'  (faid 
Mifs  Matthews,   with  a  fly  fneer),  '  co  impure  to 

*  honefty  what  others  would  perhaps  call  credulity.* 

*  I  proteft.  Madam,*  anfwered  he,  *  I  do  her  no 
'  more  than  juftice.     A  good  heart  will  at  all  times 

«  betray  the  belt  head  in  the  world  Well,  Ma- 

^  dam,  my  angel  was  now,  if  poflible,  more  con- 

*  fufed  than  before.  She  looked  fo  filly,  you  can 
<  hardly  believe  ic' — 

'  Yes,  yes,  I  can,'  anfwered  the  lady,  with  a 
laugh,  '  I  can  believe  it. — Well,  well,  go  on.    «  Af- 

*  tcr  fome  hefuation,'  cried  he,    *  my  Amelia  fiid 

*  faintly  to  me,  "  Mr.  Booth,  you  life  me  very  ill ; 
"  you  defire  me  to  be  your  confidante,  and  conceal 
•*  from  me  the  name  of  your  miftreis." 

*  Is  it  polTible  then.  Madam,'  anlwcred  I,  *  that 

*  you  cannot  guefs  her,  when  I  tell  you  flie  is  one 
«  of  your  acquaintance,  and  lives  in  this  town  r' 

"  My 
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«'  My  acquaintance  !"  faid  fhe,  "  La  !  Mr.  Booth, 
"  — In  this  town  !  I — I — I  thought  I  could  have 
'*  guelTed  for  once;  but  I  have  an  ill  talent  that 
<c  yj2iy — I  will  never  attempt  to  guefs  any  thing 
**  again."  *  Indeed,  I  do  her  an  injury  when  I  pre- 
'  tend  to  reprefent  her  manner.    Her  manner,  look, 

*  voice,   every  thing  was    inimitable;    I'uch  fweet- 

*  nefs,  foftnefs,  innocence,  modefty. — Upon  my 
«  foul,  if  ever   man  could  boaft  of  his  refolution, 

*  I  think  I  might  now,  that  I  abftained  from  falling 

<  proflrate  at  her  feet,  and  adoring  her.  However, 
'  I  triumphed;  pride,  1  believe,  triumphed,  or  per- 
«  haos  love  got  the  better  of  love.     We  once  more 

<  parted,  and  I  promifed,  the  next  time  I  faw  her, 

<  to  reveal  the  name  of  my  miftrefs. 

'  1  now  had,  I  thought,  gained  a  complete  vic- 

<  tory  over  myfelf  j   and  no  fmall  compliments  did 

*  I  pay  to  my  ov/n  refolution.  In  fliort,  I  triumphed 

<  as  cowards  and  niggards  do,  when  they  flatter 
«  themfelves  v/ith  having  given  fome  fuppofed  in- 

<  ftance  of  courage  or  generofity  j   and  my  triumph 

<  lafted  as  long  ;    that   is  to  fay,  till  my  afcendant 

<  paffion  had  a  proper  opportunity  of  difplaying  ic- 
«  felf  in  its  true  and  natural  colours. 

*  Having  hitherto  fiicceeded  fo  well  in  my  own 
«  opinion,  and  obtained  this  mighty  felf-conqueft, 

<  I  nov/  entertained  a  defign  of  exerting  the  mofi: 
«  romantic  generofity,  and  of  curing  that  unhappy 
«  paffion  which  I  perceived  I  had  raifed  in  Amelia. 

«  Among  the  ladies  who  had  exprefied  the  greateffc 
«  fatisfadion  at  my  Amelia's  misfortune,   Mils  Of- 

<  borne  had  didinguifhed  herfelf  in  a  very  eminent 
«  deo-ree ;  flie  was  indeed  the  next  in  beauty  to  my 
«  an"-el,  nay,  Ihe  had  difputed  the  preference,  and 
«  had  fome  among  her  admirers,   who  were  blind 

<  enough  to  give  it  in  her  favour.' 

<  Well,'  cries  the  lady,  '  I  will  allow  you  to  call 
f  them  blind  J  but  Mifs  Ofborne  was  a  charming 
«  girl.' 

»  SJie 
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'  She  certainly  was  handfome,'  anfwered  I,  '  and 

*  a  very  confiderable  fortune;  fo  I  thought  my  Ame- 

*  lia  would   have   little  difiicuhy  in  believing   me, 

*  when  I  fixed  on  her  as  my  miftrefs.  And  I  con- 
«  eluded,  that  my  thus  placing  my  affe6lions  on  her 
'  known  enemy,  would  be  the  fu rejft  method  of  era- 

*  dicating  every  tender  idea  with  which  1  had  been 

*  ever  honoured  by  Amelia. 

'  Well  then,  to  Amelia  I  went ;   fhe  received  me 
'  with  more   than    ufual  coldnefs  and   referve  j    in 

*  which, *to  confefs  the  truth,  there  appeared  to  me 

*  more  df  anger  than  indifference,  and  more  of  de- 

*  jecSlion  than  of  either.    After  fome  fnort  introduc- 

*  tion,  I  revived  the  difcourfe  of  my  amour,  and 
'  prelently  mentioned  Mifs  Ofborne  as  the  ladywhofe 

*  name  I  had  concealed  ;  adding,  that  the  tiue  rea- 
<  fon  why  I  did  not  mention  her  before,  was,  that 
'  I  apprehended  there  was  fome  little  diftance  be- 

*  tween  them,  which  I  hoped  to  have  the  happinefs 

*  of  accomimodating. 

'  Amelia  anfv^'ered  with  much  gravity,  "  If  you 
<*  know.  Sir,  that  there  is  any  diftance  between  us, 
*'  I  fuppofe  you  know  the  reafon  of  that  diltance; 
"  and  then  I  think,  I  could  not  have  expected  to  be 
"  affronted  by  her  name.  I  would  not  have  you 
"  think,  Mr.  Booth,  that  I  hate  Mifs  Oiborne.  No  ! 
*«  Heaven  is  my  witnefs,  I  defpife  her  too  much. — ■ 
*^  Indeed,  when  I  refieft  how  much  I  loved  the  wo- 
*'  man  who  hath  treated  me  fo  cruelly,  1  own  it 
<«  gives  me  pain — when  I  lay,  as  I  then  nnagined 
<*  and  as  all  about  me  believed,  on  my  death-bed,  in 
<'  all  the  agonies  of  pain  and  mifery,  to  become  the 
"  objcft  of  laughter  to  my  dearelt  friend. — O  Mr. 
'^  Booth,  it  is  a  cruel  relleiflion  1  and  could  I  after 
"  this  have  expecfted  from  you — but  why  not  from 
**  you,  to  whom  I  am  a  perfon  entirely  indiffe- 
*^  rent,  if  fuch  a  friend  could  treat  me  fo  barba- 
?<  roufly?" 

*  Durinc: 
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<  During  the  greateft  part  of  this  fpeech,  the  tears 
ftreamed  from  her  bright  eyes.  I  could  endure  ic 
no  longer.  I  caught  up  the  word  indifferent,  and 
repeated  it,  faying,  Do  you  think  then.  Ma- 
dam, that  Mifs  Emily  is  indifferent  to  me  ?* 
*'  Yes  furely,  I  do,"  anfwcred  fhe,  "  I  know  I 

'  am  J  indeed,  why  fhould  I  not  be  indifferent  to 

«  you  ?'* 

*  Have  my  eyes,'  faid  I,  *  then,  declared  no- 
thing ?' 

''  O !  there  is  no  need  of  your  eyes,"  anfwered 
fhe.  "  Your  tongue  hath  declared  that  you  have 
'  fingled  out  of  all  womankind  my  greateft,  I  will 
f  fay,  my  bafeft  enemy. — — I  own  I  once  thought 
'  that  chara6ler  would  have  been  no  recommend- 
'  ation  to  you; — but  why  did  I  think  ih  ?  I  was 
^  born  to  deceive  myfelf." 

*  I  then  fell  on  my  knees  before  her  ;  and  forcing 
her  hand,  cried  out,  O  my  Amelia !  I  can  bear  no 
longer.  You  are  the  only  miftrefs  of  my  affec- 
tions J  you  are  the  deity  I  adore.  In  this  ftyle  I 
ran  on  for  above  two  or  three  minutes,  what  it  is 
impoffible  to  repeat,  till  a  torrent  of  contending 
paflions,  together  with  the  furprife,  overpowered 
her  gentle  fpirits,  and  fhe  fainted  away  in  my 
arms. 

*  To  defcribe  my  fenfation  till  flie  returned  to 
herfelf,  is  not  in  my  power.' — ■'^  You  need  not,' 

ries  Mifs  Matthews.—*  Oh,  happy  Amelia !  why 
had  I  not  been  blert  with  fuch  a  paiTion  ?' — *  I  am 
convinced.  Madam,'  continued  he,  <  you  cannot 
expcft  all  the  particulars  of  the  tender  fcene  which 
enfued.  I  was  not  enough  in  my  fenfes  to  remem- 
ber it  all.  Let  it  fufEce  to  fay,  that  that  beha- 
viour with  which  Amelia,  while  ignorant  of  its 
motive,  had  been  fo  much  difpleafed,  when  (lie 
became  fenfible  of  that  motive,  proved  tlie  ftrong- 
eft  recommendation  to  her  favour  j  and  Ihe  was 
pleafed  to  call  ic  generous.' 

3  <  Generous  !* 
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*  Generous !'  repeated  the  lady,  '  and  fo  it  was 

*  almoft  beyond  the  reach  of  humanity.    I  queftion 

*  whether  you  ever  had  an  equal.' 

Perhaps  the  critical  reader  may  have  the  fame 
doubt  with  Mifs  Matthews;  and  left  he  Ihould,  we 
will  here  make  a  gap  in  our  hiftory,  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  accurately  confidering  whether  this 
conduct  of  Mr.  Booth  was  natural  or  no  ;  and  con- 
fequently,  whether  we  have,  in  this  place,  main- 
tained or  deviated  from  that  ftri6l  adherence  to  uni- 
verfal  truth,  which  we  profefs  above  all  other  hif- 
torians. 

CHAP.     III. 

'The  narrative  continued.     More  of  the  touchfione, 

O  O  T  H  made  a  proper  acknowledgment  of 
Mifs  Matthews's  civility,  and  then  renewed 
his  ftory. 

*  We  were   upon   the  footing   of  lovers ;     and 

*  Amelia  threw  off  her  referve  more  and  more,  till 

*  at  length  I  found  all  that  return  of  my  affeflion 

*  which  the  tendercft  lover  can  require. 

*  My  fituation  would  now  have  been  a  paradife, 

*  had  not  my  happinefs  been  interrupted  with  the 

*  fame  rcfleflions  I  have  already  mentioned  j    had  I 
'  not,  in  fliort,  concluded,  that  I  mull  derive  all  my 

*  joys  from  the   almoft  certain  ruin  of  that  dear 

*  creature  to  whom  I  ftiould  owe  them, 

'  This  thought  haunted  me  night  and  day  ;    till 

*  I,  at  laft,   grew  unable  to  fupport  it :   I  therefore 

*  refolved  in  the  ftrongeft  maimer,  to  lay  it  before 

*  Amelia. 

*  One  evening  then,  after  tlie  higlieft  profeffions 

*  of  the  moft  difinterefted  love,  in  which  Heaven 

*  knows  my  fincerity,   I  took  an  occafion  to  fpeak 

*  to  Amelia,  in  the  following  manner  : 

"  Too 
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*'  Too  true  is  it,  I  am  afraid,  nr-y  deareft  crea- 
''  tLire,  rhac  the  higheft  human  happinefs  is  im- 
"  pcrfeft.  How  rich  would  be  my  cup,  was  it  not 
*'  for  one  poifonous  drop  which  imbitters  the  whole  ! 
**  O,  Amelia  !  v;hat  muft  be  the  confequence  of  my 
*'  ever  having  the  honour  to  call  you  mine! — ^You 
*'  know  my  ntuation  in  life,  and  you  know  your 
"  own:  I  have  nothing  more  than  the  poor  pro- 
*'  vifion  of  an  enfign's  commiffion  to  depend  on; 
*'  your  fole  dependance  is  on  your  mother;  fliould 
**  any  acl  of  difobedience  defeat  your  expe£lations, 
**  how  wretched  muft  your  lot  be  with  me  -,  O, 
•*  Amelia  !  how  ghaftly  an  object  to  my  mind  is 
"  the  apprehenficn  of  your  diftrefs !  can  I  bear  to 
<*  refiefl  a  moment  on  the  certainty  of  your  fore- 
"  going  all  the  conveniencies  of  life  1  on  the  poITi- 
<*  bility  of  your  fufFering  all  its  moft  dreadful  in- 
"  conveniencies  I  what  muft  be  my  milery  then,  to 
**  fee  you  in  fuch  a  fituation,  and  to  upbraid  myfelf 
«'  with  being  the  accurfed  caufe  of  bringing  you  to 
*'  it  ?  fuppofe  too  in  fuch  a  fealbn,  I  fhould  be  fum- 
**  moned  from  you.  Could  I  fubmit  to  fee  you 
*«  encounter  all  the  hazards,  the  fatigues  of  war, 
*'  with  me  ?  you  could  not  yourfelf,  however  wil- 
<*  ling,  fupport  them  a  fingle  campaign.  What 
"  then  !  muft  I  leave  you  to  ftarve  alone,  deprived 
"  of  the  tendernefs  of  a  hufband,  deprived  too  of 
**  the  tendernefs  of  the  beft  of  mothers,  through 
**  my  means  ?  a  woman  moft  dear  to  me,  for  being 
«^  the   parent,    the    nurfe,   and    the   friend   of  my 

*'  Amelia. But  oh  1    my  fweet   creature,   carry 

<*  your  thoughts  a  little  farther.  Think  of  the 
*'  tendered  confequences,  the  deareft  pledges  of 
*'  our  love.  Can  I  bear  to  think  of  entailing  beg- 
"  gary  on  the  pofterity  of  my  Amelia  ?  on  our' 
"  Oh,  Heavens  1  on  our  children  ! — On  the  other 
*«  fide,  is  it  poflible  even  to  mention  the  word — I 
**  will  not,  muft   not,   cannot,   cannot  part  with 

5  "  you. 
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*'  you. — What  mud  we  do,  Amelia  ?  It  is  now  1 
*'  iincerely  aflc  your  advice." 

"  What  advice  can  I  give  you,"  faid  flie,  "  in 
*«  luch  an  alternative  ?  would  to  Heaven  we  had 
"  never   met." 

<  Thefe  words  vvere  accompanied  with  a  Hgh,  and 

*  a  look  inexpreOibly  tender,  the  tears  at  the  lame 

*  time  overflowing  all    her  lovely  cheeks.     I   was 

*  endeavouring  to  reply,  when  1  was  interrupted  by 
«  what  foon  put  an  end  to  the  fcene. 

*  Our  am.our  had  already   been   buzzed  all  over 

*  the  town  J    and  it  came  at  lalt  to  the  ears  of  Mrs. 

*  Harris  :    I  had,  indeed,  obferved  of  late  a  o-reat 
'  alteration    in    that  lady's  behaviour  tov/ards   me 
'  whenever  I  vifited  at  the  houfe  ;   nor  could  I,  for 
'  a  long  time,  before  this  evening,  ever  obtain  a 
«  private  interview  with  Amelia  j  and  now,  it  feems 

*  I  owed  it  to  her  mother's  intention  of  overhear- 

*  ing  all  that  pafled  between  us. 

'  At  the  period  then  abovementioned,  Mrs. 
«  Harris  burfl:  from  the  clofet,  where  fhe  had  hid 
'  herfelf,  and  furprifed  her  daughter,  reclinino-  on 

*  my  bofom,  in  all  that  tender  forrow  I  have  juft 

*  defcribed.     I  will  not  attempt  to  paint  the  rao-e 

<  of  the  mother,    or  the  daughter's  confufion,    or 

<  my  own.  "  Here  are  very  fine  doings,  indeed  '* 
cries  Mrs.  Harris  ;  "  You  have  made  a  noble 
«  ufe,  Amelia,  of  my  indulgence,  and  the  truft  I 
«  repofed  in  you.— As  for  you,  Mr.  Booth,  I  will 
"  not  accufe  you  ;  you  have  ufed  my  child,  as  I 
"  ought  to  have  expected  j  I  may  thank  myfelf  for 
"  what  hath  happened  j"  with  much  more  of  the 
'  fame  kind,  before  flie  would  fulTer  me  to  fpeak ; 

*  but,    at  laft,  I  obtained  a   hearing,   and  ofFered 

*  to  excufe  my  poor  Amelia,  who  was  ready  to  fink 
«  into  the  earth  under  the  oppreffion  of  grief,  by 
'  taking  as  much  blame  as  I  could  on  myfelf.' 
Mrs.  Harris  anfwered,  ''  No,  Sir,  I  mufl  fay  yoii 
*«  are  innocent  in  comparifon  of  her;   nay,  1  can 
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<  fay,  I  have  heard  you  ufe  difiuafive  arguments  j 
'  and  I  promife  you  they  are  of  weight.     1  have, 
'  I  thank  heaven,    one  dutiful  child,   and  I  fhall 
«  henceforth  think  her  my  only  one."—*  She  then 
forced  the  poor,  trembling,  fainting  Amelia  out 
of  the  room  j  which  when  Ihe  had  done,  Hie  began 
very  coolly  to  reafon  with  me  on  the  folly,  as  well 
as  iniquity,  which  I  had  been  guilty  of]    and  re- 
peated to  me  almoft  every  word  I  had  before  ur- 
ged to  her  daughter.      In  fine,  (lie  at  laft  obtain- 
ed of  me  a  promife,  that  1  would  foon  go  to  my 
regiment,  and  fubmit  to  any  mifery,  rather  than 
that  of  being  the  ruin  of  Amelia. 

*  1  now,  for  many  days,  endured  the  greateft  tor- 
ments which  the  human  mind  is,  I  believe,  capa- 
ble of  feeling  ;  and  I  can  honeftly  fay,  I  tried  all 
the  means,  and  applied  every  argument  which  I 
could  raife,  to  cure  me  of  my  love.  And  to  make 
thefe  the  more  effe6lual,  I  fpent  every  night  in 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  fight  of 
Mrs.  Harris's  houfe,  where  I  never  failed  to  find 
fome  objedl  or  other,  which  raifed  fome  tender 
idea  of  my  lovely  Amelia,  and  almoft  drove  me 
to  diltraclion.' 

*  And,  don't  you  think.  Sir,'  faid  Mifs  Matthews, 
you  took  a  moft  prepofterous  method  to  cure  your- 
felf  ?' 

*  Alas,  Madam  1'  anfwered  he,  *  you  cannot  fee 
it  in  a  more  abfurd  light  than  I  do ;  but  thofe 
know  little  of  real  love  or  grief,  who  do  not  know 
how  much  we  deceive  ourfelves  when  we  pretend 
to  aim  at  the  cure  of  either.  It  is  with  thefe,  as 
it  is  with  fome  diftempers  of  the  body,  nothing  is, 
in  the  leaft,  agreeable  to  us  but  what  ferves  to 
heighten  the  difeafe. 

'  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  when  I  was  driven 
almoft  to  the  higheft  degree  of  defpair,  and  could 
contrive  no  method  of  conveying  a  letter  to 
Amelia,  how  was  I  furprifed  when  Mrs.  Harris's 

«  fervant 
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«  fervant  brought  me  a  card,  with  an  invitation  from 

«  the  mother  herfelf,  to  drink  tea  that  evening  at  her 

^  houfe  ! 

'  You  will  eafily  believe,  Madam,  that  I  did  not 

*  fail  fo  agreeable  an  appointment  j  on  my  arrival, 
'  I  was  introduced  into  a  large  company  of  men  and 
'  women,  Mrs.  Harris,  and  my  Amelia  being  part 
'  of  the  company. 

'  Amelia  feemed  in  my  eyes  to  look  more  beau- 

*  tiful  than  ever,  and  behaved  with  all  the  gaiety 
«  imaginable.  The  old  lady  treated  me  wiih  much 
'  civility}  but  the  young  lady  took  liule  notice  of 
«  me,  and  addreffed  mod  of  her  difcourfe  to  ano- 

*  ther  gentleman  prefenr.  Indeed,  (he  row  and 
*^  then  gave  me  a  look  of  no  aiicou^-aging  kind; 

*  and  I  obferved  her  colour  change  more  than  once, 

*  when   her  eyes  m.et  minej  circumn.ances  which, 

*  perhaps,  ought  to  have  afforded  me  fufficient 
«  comfort,  but  they  could  not  allay  the  thoufand 
<  doubts  and  fears  with  which  I  was  alarmed  j  for 
'  my  anxious  thoughts  fuggefted  no  lefs  to  me  than 
'  that  Amelia  had  made  her  peace  with  her  mother 

*  at  the  price  of  abandoning  me  for  ever,  and  of 

*  giving  her  ear  to  fome  other  lover.  All  my  pru- 
«  dence  now  vanifhed  at  once  j  and  I  would  that  in- 

*  ftant  have  gladly  run  away  with  Amelia,  and  have 
«  married  her,  witiiout  the  lead  confideracion  of  any 
'  confequences. 

*  With  fuch  thoughts  I  had  tormented  myfelf  for 

*  near  two  hours,  till  molt  of  the  company  had  taken 
«  their  leave.     This  I  v/as  myfelf  incapable  of  doing; 

*  nor  do  I  know  when  I  fliould  have  put  an  end  to 
'  my  vifit,  had  not  Dr.  Harrilon  taken  me  away  al- 

*  moft  by  force,  telling  me  in  a  whifper,  that  he  had 

*  fomething  to  fay  to  me  of  great  confequence.— 
«  You  know  the  doctor.  Madam — .* 

*  Very  well,  Sir,*  anfwered  Mifs  Matthews,  '  and 

*  one  of  the  bed  men  in  the  world  he  is,  and  an  ho- 

*  nour  to  the  facrcd  order  to  which  he  belongs.* 

Vol.  VIII.  Q^  '  You 
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'  You  will  judge,'  replied  Booth,  *  by  the  fequel, 

<  whether  I   have  reafon  to  think  him  fo.' He 

then  proceeded  as  in  the  next  chapter, 

CHAP.     IV. 

^be  Jlory  of  Mr.  Booth  continued.  In  this  chapter  the 
reader  will  perceive  a  glimpfe  of  the  charaher  of  a 
very  good  divine ;  with  fame  matters  of  a  very  tender 
kind. 

*  r  I  "MIE  dofbor  condu(5led  me  into  his  ftudy;  and 
'  J[  then  defiring  me  to  fit  down,  began,  as  near 
«  as  I  can  remember,  in  thefe  words,  or  at  leaft  to 
*■  this  purpofe : 

*'  You  cannot  imagine,  young  gentleman,  that 
«f  your  love  for  Mils  Emily  is  any  fecret  in  this 
'«  places  I  have  known  it  fome  time,  and  have 
"  been,  I  aflure  you,  very  much  your  enemy  in  this 
"  affair." 

*  I  anfwered.  That  I  was  very  much  obliged  to 
'  him.' 

''  Why,  fo  you  are,"  replied  he;  '^  and  fo  per- 
''  haps  you  will  think  yourfelf  when  you  know 
<«  all. — I  went  about  a  fortnight  ago  to  Mrs.  Har- 
"  ris,  to  acquaint  her  with  my  apprehenfions  on 
<'  her  daughter's  account  j  for  though  the  matter 
"  was  much  talked  of,  I  thought  it  might  poffibly 
<«  not  have  reached  her  ears,  I  will  be  very  plain 
"  with  you.  1  advifed  her  to  take  all  poffible  care 
«'  of  the  young  lady,  and  even  to  fend  her  to  fome 
**  place,  where  Ihe  might  be  effeflually  kept  out  of 
**  your  reach,  while  you  remained  in  the  town." 

*  And  do  you  think.  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  that  this  was 

*  afting  a  kind  part  by  m.e  ?  or  do  you  expeft  that 

<  I  fhould  thank  you  on  this  occafion  ?' 

"  Young  man,"  anfwered  he,  "  I  did  not  intend 
**  you  any  kindnefs ;  nor  do  1  defire  any  of  your 
**  thanks.     My  intention  was  to  preferve  a  worthy 

"  lady 
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**  lady  from  a  young  fellow  of  whom  I  had  heard  no 
*'  good  charafler,  and  whom  I  imagined  to  have  a 
'*  defi2;n  of  ftealinK  a  hum.an  creature  for  the  fake  of 
*'  her  fortune." 

*  It  was  very  kind  of  you,  indeed/  anfwered  I,  '  to 

*  entertain  fuch  an  opinion  ot  me.' 

"  Why,  Sir,"  replied  the  doftor,  "  it  is  the  opi- 
"  nion  v/hich,  I  believe,  moftof  you  young  gencle- 
"  men  of  the  order  of  the  rag  deferve.  I  have 
*'  known  fome  inftances,  and  have  heard  of  more, 
"  where  fuch  young  fellows  have  committed  rob- 
"  bery  under  the  name  of  marriage." 

'  I  was  going  to  interrupt  him  with  fome  anger, 

*  when  he  defired  me  to  have  a  little  patience,  and 
'  then  informed  me,  that  he  had  vifited  Mrs.  Har- 

*  ris,  with  the  above-mentioned  defign,  the  evening 

*  after  the  difcovery  I  have  related ;  that  Mrs.  Harris^ 

*  without  waiting  for  his  information,  had  recounted 

*  to  him  all  which  had  happened  the  evenmg  before; 
'  and  indeed  fhe  muft  have  an  excellent  memory,  for 
'  I  think  fhe  repeated  every  word  I  faid;  and  added, 
'  that  fhe  had  confined  her  daughter  to  her  chamber, 
<  where  (he  kept  her  a  clofe  prifoner,  and  had  not 
'  feen  her  fince. 

*  J  cannot  exprefs,  nor  would  modefiiy  fuffer  me 
'  if  I   could,  all  that  now  pad.     The  do(5lor  took 

*  me  by  the  hand,  and  buril  forth  into  the  warmeft 
'  commendations  of  the  fenfe  and  generofity  which 
'  he  was  pleafed  to  fay  difcovered  themfelves  in  my 

*  fpeech.     You  know.  Madam,  his  ftrong  and  fingu- 

*  iar  way  of  exprelling  himfelf  on  all  occafions,  efpe- 
'  cially  when  he  is  alTcifted  with  any  thing.  "  Sir," 
faid  he,  "  if  I  knew  half  a  dozen  fuch  inllances  in  the 
«'  army,  the  Painter  Ihould  put  red  liveries  upon  all 
"  the  faints  in  my  clofet." 

'  From  this  inftant,  the  dodlor  told  me,  he  had 

*  become  my  friend  and  zealous  advocate  with  Mrs. 

*  Harris,  on  whom  he  had  at  la(l  prevailed,  though 
'  not  without  the  greatell  difliculty,  to  confent  to 

(2^2  *  my 
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*  my  marrying  Amelia,  upon  condition  that  I  fet- 

<  tied  every  penny  which    the  mother  fhould   lay 

*  down;  and  that  fhe  would  retain  a  certain  fum  in 

*  her  hands,  which  fhe  would  at  any  time  depofit  for 

*  my  advanccm^^nt  in  the  army. 

*  You  will,  I  hope.  Madam,  conceive,  that  I  made 

*  no  hefitation  at  thefe  conditions  j  nor  need  I  men- 

<  tion  the  joy  which  I  felt  on  this  occafion,  or  the  ac- 

*  knowledgment  I  paid  the  doiftor,  who  is  indeed, 

*  as  you  fay,  one  of  the  bell  of  men. 

*  The  next  morning  I  had  permilTion  to  vifit 
«  Amelia,  who  received  me  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 

*  I  now  concluded  my  happinefs  to  be  complete. 

'  Every  thing  was  now  agreed  on  all  fides,  .and 
'  lawyers  employed  to  prepare  the  writings,  when 
'  an  unexpefted  cloud  arofe  fuddenly  in  our  ferene 

*  Iky,    and  all   our  joys  were  obfcured   in  a  mo- 
'  ment. 

*  When  matters  were,  as  I  apprehended,  draw- 

*  ing  near  a  conclufion,  I  received  an  exprefs  that 

<  a  fifter,  whom  I  tenderly  loved,  was  feized  with  a 

*  violent  fever,  and  earneltly  defired  me  to  come  to 

*  her.     I  immediately  obeyed  the  fummons,  and, 

*  as  it  was  then  about  two  in  the  morning,  without 
'  flaying  even  to  take  leave  of  Amelia,  for  whom 

<  I  left  a  fliort  billet,  acquainting  her  with  the  reafon 

*  of  my  abfcnce, 

'  The  gentleman's   houfe  where  my  fifler  then 

<  was,  flood  at  fifty  miles  diflance,  and  though  I 

<  ufed  the  utmofl  expedition,  the  unmerciful  dif- 
'  temper  had,  before  my  arrival,  entirely  deprived 

*  the  poor  girl  of  her  fenfes,  as  it  foon  after  did  of 

<  her  life. 

«  Not  all  the  love  I  bore  Amelia,  nor  the  tumul- 
«  tuous  delight  with  which  the  approaching  hour 

<  of  pofTe'ring   her  filled  my  heart,    could,    for  a 

<  while,  allay  my  grief  at  the  lofs  of  my  beloved 

<  Nancy.     Upon  my  foul,  I  cannot  yet  mention 

*  her  name  without  tears.     Never  brother  and  fifler 

*  had. 
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had,  I  believe,  a  higher  friendfnip  for  each  other. 
Poor  dear  girl  !  whilft  I  fat  by  her  in  her  light- 
headed fits,  (lie  repeated  fcarce  any  other  name  but 
mine;  and  it  plainly  appeared,  that  when  her  dear 
reafon  was  ravifhed  away  from  her,  it  had  left  my 
image  on  her  fancy,  and  that  the  laft  ufe  flie  had 
m.ade  of  it  was  to  think  on  me.  — "  Send  for  my 

*  dear  Billy  immediately,"  fhe  cried,  "  I  know  he 
'  will  come  to  me  in  a  moment.  Will  no  body 
'  fetch  him  to  me  ?  pray  don't  kill  me  before  I  fee 

*  him  once  more — Ywu  durfl  not  ufe  me  fo  if  he 
'  was  here." ^  Every  accent  ftill  rings  in  my 

ears. — Oh,  heavens !  to  hear  this,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  fee  the  poor  delirious  creature  deriving 
the  greateft  horrors  from  my  fight,  and  miftak- 
ing  me  for  a  highwayman  who  had  a  little  before 
robbed  her. — But  I  afk  your  pardon,  the  fenfa- 
tions  I  felt  are  to  be  known  only  from  experience, 
and  to  you  miift  appear  dull  and  infipid.  —At  lail, 
flie  feemed  for  a  moment  to  know  me,  and  cried, 
O  heavens!  my  dearefl  brother!"  upon  which 
fhe  fell  into  immediate  convulfions,  and  died  away 
in  my  arms.' 
Here  Booth   fbopped  a  moment,  and   wiped  his 

eyes  i  and  Mifs  Matthews,  perhaps  out  of  complai- 

lance,  wiped  hers. 

CHAP.     V. 

Containing  ftrange  revolutions  of  fortune, 

00  TH  proceeded  thus: 
^  %     *  This  lofs,  perhaps,  Madam,  you  will  think 

*  had  made  me  miferable  enough;  but  Fortune  did 
not  think  fo  ;  for  on  the  day  when  my  Nancy 
was  to  be  buried,  a  courier  arrived  from  Dr. 
Harrifon  with  a  letter,  in  which  the  dodor  ac- 
quainted me,  that  he  was  juft  come  from   Mrs. 

*  Harris,  when  he  dilpatched  the  exprefs  j  and  ear- 

0^3  *  nellly 
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*  neflly  ckfircd  me  to  return  the  very  inftant  I  re- 

*  ceived  his  letter,  as  I  valued  my  Amelia.     Though 

<  if  the  daughter,*  added  he,  *  fhould  take  after  her 

<  mother  (as  moll  of  them  do)   it  will  be^  perhaps, 

*  wifer  in  you  to  flay  away. 

«  I  prefently  fent  for  the  meflenger  into  my  room, 

<  and  with  much  difficulty  extorted  from  him,  that 

*  a  great  fquire  in  his  coach  and  fix  was  come  to 
'   Mrs.  Harris's,  and  that  the  whole   town  faid   he 

*  was  fliortly  to  be  married  to  Amelia. 

*  I  now  foon  perceived  how  much  fuperior  my 

*  love  for,  Amelia  was  to  every  other  paffion  j   poor 

*  Nancy's  idea  difappeared  in  a  moment:  I  quitted 
^  the  dear  lifelefs  corpfe,  over  which  I  had  Ihed  a 

*  thoufand  tears,    left    the  care    of   her  funeral  to 

<  others,  and  pofted,  I  may  almoft  fay  flew,  back  to 
«  Amelia,  and  alighted  at  the  doctor's  houfe,  as  he 
«  had  defired  me  in  his  letter. 

<  The  good  man  prefently  acquainted  me  with 
'  what  had  happened  in  my  abfence.     Mr.  Winck- 

<  worth  had,  it  feems,  arrived  the  very  day  of  my 
«  departure  with  a  grand  equipage,    and,  without 

<  delay,  had  made  formal  propoi'als  to  Mrs.  Harris, 

*  offering  to  fettle  any  part  of  his  vafl:  eflate,  in 

*  whatever  manner  fhe  pleafed,  on  Amelia.  Thefe 
'  propofals  the  old  lady  had,  without  any  delibe- 
'  ration,  accepted,  and  had  infixed,  in  the  moft  vio- 

*  lent  manner,  on  her  daughter's  compliance,  which 
«  Amelia  had  as  peremptorily  refufed  to  give;  in- 
«  filling  on  her  part,  on  the  content  which  her  mo- 
«  ther  had  before  given  to  our  marriage,  in  which 
«  file  was  heartily  feconded  by  the  doctor,  who  de- 
'  clared  to  her,  as  he  nov/  did  to  me,'  *'  That  we 
**  ought  as  much  to  be  efteemed  man  and  wife,  as 
<«  if  the  ceremony  had  already  pafi:  between  us." 

'  Thefe  remonftrances,  the  do6lor  told  m.e,  had 
'  vyorked  no  effeft  on  Mrs.  Harris,  who  ftill  per- 
^  filled  in  her  avowed  refolution  of  marrying  her 


I 
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daughter  to  Winckworth,  whom  the  doflor  had 
Jikewifc  attacked,  telling  him  that  he  was  paying 
his  addrefTes  to  another  man's  wife;  but  all  to  no 
purpofe,  the  young  gentleman  was  too  much  ia 
love  to  hearken  to  any  dilTuafives. 
*  We  now  entered  into  a  confultation  what  means 
to  employ.  The  doftor  earneftly  proteded  againft 
any  violence  to  be  ofrered  to  the  perfon  of  Winck- 
worth, which,  I  believe,  I  had  rafhly  threatened; 
declaring,  that  if  I  made  any  attempt  of  that  kind, 
he  would  forever  abandon  my  caufe.  I  made  him 
afolemn  promife  of  forbearance.  At  1  aft,  he  deter- 
mined to  pay  another  vifit  to  Mrs.  Harris,  and  if 
he  found  her  obdurate,  he  faid  he  thought  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  join  us  together  without  any  further 
confent  of  the  mother  -,  which  every  parent,  he  faid, 
had  a  right  to  refufe,  but  not  to  retraft  when  given, 
unlefs  the  party  himfelf,  by  fome  conduct  of  his, 
gave  a  reafon. 

'  The  doctor  having  made  his  vifit  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  before,  the  matter  now  debated  was, 
how  to  get  poflTefTion  of  Amelia  by  ftraragem  ;  for 
fhe  was  now  a  clofer  prifoner  than  ever,  was  her 
mother's  bedfellow  by  night,  and  never  out  of  her 
fight  by  day. 

'  While  we  were  deliberating  on  this  point,  a 
wine  merchant  of  the  town  came  to  vifit  the  doc- 
tor, to  inform  him  that  he  had  juft  bottled  off  a 
hogdiead  of  excellent  old  port,  of  which  he  of- 
fered to  fpire  him  a  hamper,  faying,  that  he 
was  that  day  to  fend  in  twelve  dozen  to  Mrs. 
Harris. 

'  The  doctor  now  fmiled  at  a  conceit  which  came 
into  his  head;  and,  taking  me  afide,  alked  me  if 
1  had  love  enough  for  the  young  lady  to  venture 
into  the  houfc  in  a  hamper.  I  joyfully  leapt  at 
the  propofal,  to  which  the  merchant,  at  the  doc- 
tor's intercelTion,  confented;  for  I  believe,  Ma- 
0^4  '  dam^ 
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<  dam,    you  know  the  great  authority  which  that 

<  worthy  man  iiad  over  the  whole  town.  The  doc- 
'  tCT;  ..'jixover,  promifed  to  procure  a  licence,  and 
«  to  periorm  the  office  for  us  at  his  houfe,  if  I  could 

*  find  any  means  of  conveying  Amelia  thither. 

*  In  this  hamper  then  I  was  carried  to  the  houfe, 

<  and  clepofirea   in  the  entry,  where  I  had  not  lain 

*  long  beibre  1  was  again  removed  and  packed  up 

*  in  a  cart,  in  order  to  he  Tent  five  miles  into  the 

*  country  i  for  I  heard  the  orders  given  as  I  lay  in 
^  the  entry  j  and  there  I  likewife  heard  that  Amelia 
?  and    her    mother  were    to    follow    me    the   next 

<  moriimg, 

*  I  was  unloaded  from  my  cart,    and  fet  down 

*  with  the  reft  of  the  lumber,  in  a  great  hall.     Here 

*  I  remained  above  three  hours,  impatiently  wait- 

*  ing  for  the  evening,  when  I  determined  to  quie 
^  a  poiture,   which  was  become  very  uneafy,    and 

*  break  my  prifon  ;  but  Fortune  contrived  to  releafe 

*  me  fooner,  by  the  following  means :  The  houfe 

*  where  I  now  was,  had  been  left  in  the  care  of  one 

<  maid-fervant.  This  faithful  creature  came  into 
«  the  hall,  with  the  footman  who  had  driven  the 
^  cart.  A  Icene  of  the  higheft  fondnefs  having  paft 
«  between  them,  the  fellow  propofed,  and  the  maid 

*  confented,  to  open  the  hamper  and  drink  a  bottle 
«  together,  which  they  agreed  their  miftrefs  would 
'  hardly  mils  in  fuch  a  quantity.     They  prefently 

*  began  to  execute  iheir  purpofe.      They  opened 

<  the  hamper,  and  to  their  great  furprife  difcovered 

*  the  contents. 

«  I  took  an  immediate  advantage  of  the  confter- 

*  nation  which  appeared  in  the  countenances  of 
?  both  the  fervants,  and  had  fjfficienc  prefence  of 
'  mind  to  improve  the  knowledge  of  thofe  fecrets 
f  to  which  1  vv'as  privy.  I  told  them  that  it  en- 
'  tircly  depended  on  their  behaviour  to  me  whether 
?  their  miftrefs  fliould  ever  be  acquainted,  either 

^  with 
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'  with  what  they  had  donCj  or  with  what  they  had 

<  intended  to  do;  for  that  if  they  would  keep  my 

*  fecret,  I  would  reciprocally  keep  theirs.  I  thea 
'  acquainted  them  with  my  purpofe  of  lying  con- 
'  cealed  in   the   houfe,  in  order  to  watch  an   op- 

<  portunity  of  obtaining  a  private  interview  with 
f  Amelia. 

'  In  the  fituation  in  which  thefe  two  delinquents 

*  flood,  you  m.ay  be  afTured  it  was  not  difficult  for 
'  me  to  feal  up  their  lips.     In  fhorr,  they  agreed  to 

*  whatever  I  propofed.     I  lay  that  evening  in  my 

*  dear  Amelia's  bedchamber,  and  was  in  the  morn- 

*  ing  conveyed  into  an  old  lumber  garret,  where 
f  I  was  to  wait  till  Amelia  (whom  the  maid  pro- 
«  mifed,  on  her  arrival,  to  inform  of  my  place  of 

*  concealment)  could  find  fome  opportunity  of  fee- 

*  ing  me.' 

*  I  afl^:  pardon  for  interrupting  you,'  cries  Mifs 
Matthews,  *  but  you   bring  to  my  remembrance  a 

*  foolifh  ftory  which  I  heard  at  that  time,  though 
^  at  a  great  diftance  from  you  :  That  an  officer  had, 

*  in  confederacy  with  Mifs  Plarris,  broke  open  her 

*  mother's  cellar,  and  ftole  away  a  great  quantity  of 

*  her  wine.     I  mention  it  only  to  fhew  you  what  fort 

*  of  foundations  moft  ftories  have.' 

Booth  told  her  he  had  heard  fome  fuch  thing 
himfelf,  and  then  continued  his  ftory  as  in  the  next 
chapter. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Containing  many  furprijing  adventures. 

*  \  T  ERE/  continued  he,  '  I  remained  the  wholcr 
'  JlI  <^^y  i'^  hopes  of  a  happinefs,  the  expected 
•^  approach  of  which,  gave  me  fuch  a  delight,  that 

*  I  would  not  have  exchanged  my  poor  lodgings  for 

*  the  fineft  palace  in  the  univerfe. 

'  A  little 
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*  A  little  after  it  was  dark,  Mr?.  Harris  arrived 
together  with  Amelia  and  her  fifter.  1  cannot  ex- 
prefs  how  much  my  heart  now  began  to  flutter  j 
for  as  my  hopes  every  moment  encreafed,  ftrange 
fears,  which  I  had  not  felt  before,  began  now  to  in- 
termingle with  them. 

*  When  I  had  continued  full  two  hours  in  thef.! 
circumftances,  I  heard  a  woman's  Hep  tripping 
up  flairs,  which  I  fondly  hoped  was  my  Amelia; 
but  all  on  a  fudden  the  door  flew  open,  and  Mrs. 
Harris  herfelf  appeared  at  it,  with  a  countenance 
pale  as  death,  her  whole  body  trembling,  I  fup- 
pofe,  with  anger  ;  flie  fell  upon  me  in  the  moft 
bitter  language.  It  is  not  neceflfary  to  repeat 
what  flie  faid,  nor  indeed  can  1,  I  was  fo  fiiocked 
and  confounded  on  this  occafion. — In  a  word,  the 
fcene  ended  with  my  departing  without  feeing 
Amelia.' 

*  And  pray,'  cries  Mifs  Matthevvs,  *  how  hap- 
pened this  unfortunate  difcovery  ?' 

Booth  anfwered,  *  That  the  lady  at  fupper  or- 
dered a  bottle  of  wine,  which  neither  myfelf,' 
faid  he,  *  nor  the  fervants,  had  prefence  of  mind  to 
provide.  Being  told  there  was  none  in  the  houfe, 
though  fhe  had  been  before  informed  that  the 
things  came  all  fafe,  fltie  had  fent  for  the  maid, 
who  being  unable  to  devife  any  excufe,  had  fallen 
on  her  knees,  and  after  confeffing  her  defign  of 
opening  a  bottle,  which  fhe  imputed  to  the  fellow, 
betrayed  poor  me,  to  her  mifl:rels. 
'  Well,  Madam,  after  a  lecture  of  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour's  duration  from  Mrs.  Harris,  I  fuf- 
fered  her  to  condu6l  me  to  the  outward  gate  of 
her  court-yard,  whence  I  fe:  forward  in  a  difcon- 
folate  condition  of  mind,  tcv/ards  my  lodgings. 
I  had  five  miles  to  walk  in  a  dark  and  rainy  night: 
But  how  can  I  mention  thefe  trifling  circum- 
ftances, as  any  aggravation  of  my  difappoint- 
ment  I' 

*  How 
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^  How  was  It  pofTible,'  cried  Mifs  Matthews,  *  that 
you  could  be  got  out  of  the  houle  without  feeing 
Mifs  Harris  ?' 

*  I  affure  you,  Madam,'  anfwered  Booth,  '  I  have 
often  wondered  at  it  myfelf ;  but  my  fpirits  were 
fo  much  funk  at  the  fight  of  her  mother,  that  no 
man  was  ever  a  greater  coward  than  I  was  at  that 
inftant.  Indeed,  I  believe  my  tender  concern  for 
the  terrors  of  Amelia,  were  the  principal  caufe  of 
my  fubminion.  However  it  was,  I  left  the  houfe, 
and  walked  about  an  hundred  yards,  when,  at  the 
corner  of  the  garden  wall,  a  female  voice,  in  a 
whjfper,  cried  out,  "  Mr.  Booth."  The  perfon 
was  extremely  near  me,  but  it  was  fo  dark  I  could 
fcarce  fee  her ;  nor  could  I,  in  the  confufion  I  was 
in,  immediately  recognize  the  voice.  I  anfwered 
in  a  line  of  Congreve's,  which  burft  from  my  lips 
fpontaneoufly  i  for  I  am  fure  I  had  no  intention 
to  quote  plays  at  that  time: 

"  Who  calls  the  wretched   thing  that  was  Al- 
'  phonfo?" 

*  Upon  which  a  woman  leapt  into  my  arms, 
crying  out, — "  O  !   it  is  indeed  my  Alphonfo,  my 

«  only   Alphonfo!" O   Mils  Matthews!  guefs 

what  I  felt  when  I  found  I  had  my  Amelia  in  my 
arms.  I  embraced  her  with  an  extacy  not  to  be 
defcribed,  at  the  fame  inftant  pouring  a  thoufand 
fenderneifes  into  her  ears ;  at  leaft,  if  I  could  ex- 
prefs  fo  many  to  her  in  a  minute;  for  in  that  time 
the  alarm  began  at  the  houfe,  Mrs.  Harris  had 
milled  her  daughter,  and  the  court  was  prefently 
full  of  lights  and  noifcs  of  all  kinds. 

*  I  now  lifted  Amelia  over  a  gate,  and  jumping 
after,  we  crept  along  together  by  the  fide  of  a 
hedge,  a  different  way  from  what  led  to  the  town, 
as  I  imagined  that  would  be  the  road  through 
which  they  would  purfue  us.  In  this  opinion  I 
was  right  j  for  we  heard  them  pafs  along  that 
road,  and  the  voice  of  Mrs.  Harris  hcrfclf,   who 

*  ran 
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«  ran  with  rhe  reft,  notwithftanding  the  darknefs  and 
the  rain.  Bv  thefe  means  we  luckily  made  our 
efcape,  and  ciaaiberingover  a  hedge  and  ditch,  my 
Amelia  pertorrning  the  part  of  a  heroine  all  the 
wav,  we   at  length   arrived  at  a  little  green  lane, 

^  where  ftood  a  vaft  fprcading  oak,  under  which  we 
fhelrered  ouilelvcs  from  a  violent  ftorm. 
*  When  this  was  over,  and  the  moon  began  to 
appear,  Amelia  declared,  (he  knew  very  well  where 
fhe  was ;  and  a  little  farther,  (triking  into  another 
lane,  to  the  right,  Ihe  faid,  that  would  lead  us  to 
a  houfe  whe'-e  we  fhould  be  both  fafe  and  unfuf- 
pefled  I  followed  her  direfti ons,  and  we  at  length 
came  to  a  little  cottage  about  three  miles  diftant 
from  Mrs.  Harris's  houfe. 

«  As  it  now  rained  very  violently,  we  entered  this 
cottage,  in  which  we  efpied  a  light,  without  any 
ceremony.  Here  we  found  an  elderly  woman  fit- 
ting by  herfelf  at  a  little  fire,  who  had  no  fooner 
viewed  us,  than  fhe  inftantly  fprung  from  her  feat, 
and  darting  back,  gave  the  ftrongefl:  tokens  of 
amazement ;    upon  which  Amelia  faid,   *'  Be  not 

'  furprifed,   nurfe,    though  you  fee  me  in  a  ftrange 

*  pickle  I  own."  The  old  woman,  after  having 
feveral  times  blefled  herfelf,  and  exprefiled  the 
moft  tender  concern  for  the  lady,  who  ftood  drip- 
ping before  her,  began  fo  beftir  heiieU  in  mak- 
ing up  the  fire;  at  the  fame  time  intrea  ing  Aaie- 
lia,  that  llie  niight  oe  permitted  to  furnifh  her 
with  fome  clo'hes,  wh.c'i,  ftie  faid,  though  not 
fine,  were  clean  and  wholefome,  and  much  dryer 
than  her  own.  1  feconded  this  motion  fo  vehe- 
mently, that  Amflia,  though  ftie  declared  herfelf 
under  no  appr-ihcnfion  of  catching  cold  (Ihe  hath 
indeed  the  beft  conftitution  in  the  world),  at  laft 
confented,  and  I  ret'red  without  doors,  under  a 
fhed,  tr»  give  my  angel  an  opportunity  of  dreffing 
herfelf  in  the  only  room  which  the  cottage  afforded 
below  ftairs. 

'At 
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^  At  my  return  into  the  room,  Amelia  infifted 

*  on  my  exchanging   my  coat  for  one  which   be- 

'  longed  to  the  old  woman's  Ton.' *  I  am  very 

'  glad,'  cried  Mifs  Matthews,  '  to  find  fhe  did  not 

*  forget  you.  I  own,  I  thought  it  fomewhat  cruel 
^  to  turn  you  out  into  the  rain.' *  O  Mifs  Mat- 

*  thews  !  '  continued  he,  taking  no  notice  of  her  ob- 
fervation,  *  I  had  now  an  opportunity  of  contem- 
'  placing  the  vaft  power  of  exquifite  beauty  J    which 

*  nothing  almoft  can  add  to  or  diminifh.  Amelia, 
'  in  the  poor  rags  of  her  old  nurfe,   looked  fcarce 

*  lefs  beautiful  than  I  have  feen  her  appear  at  a  ball 
'  or  an  affembly.' — *  Well,  well,'  cries  Mils  Mat- 
thews, '  to  be  fure  fhe  did;  —  but  pray  go  on  with 

*  your  ftory.' 

'  The  old  woman,'  continued  he,  '  after  having 

*  equipped  us  as  well  as  fhe  could,  and  placed  our 

*  wet  clothes  before  the  fire,  began  to  grow  inqui- 

*  fitive;  and  after  fome  ejaculations,  fhe  cried  —  '*  O 
*'  my  dear  young  madam  !  my  mind  niifgives  m.e 
"  hugeoufly,  and  pray  who  is  this  fine  young  gen- 
"  tleman  ?  Oh !  Mifs  Emmy,  Mifs  Emmy,  1  am 
*'  afraid  Madam  knows  nothing  of  all  this  matrcr." 

*  Suppofe  he  fhould  be  my  hufband,  nurfe,'  anfwered 

Amelia, **  Oh  !    good  !    and   if  he   be,"  replies 

the  nurfe,  *'  I  hope  he  is  fome  great  gentleman  or 
"  other,  with  avaft  eftate,  and  a  coach  and  fix:  for 
*'  to  be  fure,  if  an  he  was  the  greateft  lord  in  the  land, 
*'  you  would  deferve  it  all." — '  But  why  do  I  at- 
'  tempt  to  mimic  the  honefl:  creature.    In  fhort,  fhe 

*  difcovered   the   greatell  afiedtion  for  my  Amelia  : 

*  with  which  I   was  much   more  delighted  than  I 

*  was  offended  at  the  fufpicions  Ihe  fliewed  of  me, 

*  or   the   many   bitter  curfes  which  Hie  denounced 

*  againft  me,  if  I  ever  proved  a  bad  hufband  to  fo 

*  fweet  a  young  lady. 

*  I  fo  well  improved  the  hint  given  me  by  Ame- 

*  lia,  that  the  old  woman  had  no  doubt  of  our  be- 
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ing  really  married  j    and   comforting  herfelf,   that 

if  ic  was  not  as  well   as  it  might  have  been,  yec 

Madam  had  enough  for  us   both,   and  that  hap- 

pinefs  did  not  always  depend  on  great  riches,   fhe 

began  to  rail  at  the  okl  lady  for  having  turned  us 

out  of  doors,  which  I   fcarce  told  an  untruth  irr 

aflerting.     And  when  Amelia  faid,   *"•  She  hoped 

'  her   nurfe  would  not  betray   her"  —  The  good 

woman   anfwered  v/ith   much  warmth, — "  Betray 

^  you,   my  dear  young  madam  !    no,  that  I  would 

'  not,   if  the  king  would  give  me  all   that   he  is 

*  worth  :  No,  not  if  Madam  herfelf  would  give  me 

*  the   great  houfe,  and  the  whole  farm  belonging 
'  to  it." 

'  The  good  woman  then  went  out  and  fetched  a 
chicken  from  the  rooft,  which  fhe  killed,  and  be- 
gan to  pick,  without  afl'?:ing  any  queftions.  Then 
fummoning  her  fon,  who  was  in  bed,  to  her  aflift- 
ance,  fhe  began  to  prepare  this  chicken  for  our 
fupper.  This  fne  afterwards  fet  before  us  in  fo 
neat,  I  may  almoft  fay,  elegant  a  manner,  that 
whoever  would  have  difdained  ir,  either  doth  not 
know  the  fenfation  of  hunger,  or  doth  not  deferve 
to  have  it  gratified.  Our  food  was  attended  with 
fome  ale,  which  our  kind  hoftefs  faid  fiie  intended 
not  to  have  tapped  till  Chriftmas ,  "  but,"  ad- 
ded flie,  "  I  little  thought  ever  to  have  the  honour 
of  feeing  my  dear  honoured  lady  in  this  poor 
place." 

*  For  my  own  part,  no  human  being  was  then 
an  objeft  of  envy  to  me;  and  even  Amelia  feem- 
ed  to  be  in  pretty  good  fpirits;  flie  foftly  whif- 
pered  to  me,  that  flie  perceived  there  might  be 
happinefs  in  a  cottage.' 

*  A  cottage  1 '  cries  Mifs  Matthews  fighingj  ^  a 
cottage  with  the  man  one  loves  is  a  palace.' 

'  When   fupper   was   ended,'    continued  Booth, 

the  good  woman  began  to  think  of  our  further 

6  '  wants. 
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wants,  and  very  earneflly  recommended  her  bed 
to  us,  faying,  it  was  a  very  neat,  though  homely 
one,  and  that  fhe  could  furnifli  us  with  a  pair 
of  clean  fheecs.  She  added  fome  pcrfuafives 
which  painted  my  angel  all  over  with  Vermillion. 
As  for  myelf,  I  behaved  fo  awkwardly  and  fool- 
iflily,  and  fo  readily  agreed  to  Amelia's  refolu- 
tion  of  fitting  up  all  night,  that  if  it  did  noc 
give  the  nurfe  any  fufpicion  of  our  marriage,  it 
ought  to  have  infpired  her  with  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt for  me. 

*  We  both  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  nurfe  to 
retire  to  her  own  bed,  but  found  it  utterly  im- 
poffible  to  fucceed  j  fhe  thanked  heaven  fhe  un- 
derftood  breeding  better  than  that.  And  fo  well 
bred  was  the  good  woman,  that  we  could  fcarce 
get  her  out  of  the  room  the  whole  night. 
Luckily  for  us,  we  both  underflood  French,  by 
means  of  which  we  confulted  together,  even  in 
her  prefence,  upon  the  meafures  we  were  to  take 
in  our  prefent  exigency.  At  length  it  was  refolv- 
ed  that  1  fliould  fend  a  letter  by  this  young  lad, 
whom  I  havejuft  before  mentioned,  to  our  worthy 
friend  the  dodor,  defiring  his  company  at  our 
hut,  fince  we  thought  it  utterly  unfafe  to  venture 
to  the  town,  which  we  knew  would  be  in  an  up- 
roar on  our  account  before  the  morning.' 
Here  Bootli  made  a  full  ftop,  fmiled,  and  then 
faid,  he  was  going  to  mention  fo  ridiculous  a  dif- 
irefs,  that  he  could  fcarce  think  of  it  without  lauc^h- 
ing. — What  this  was,  the  reader  fliall  know  in  the 
next  chapter. 


C  li  A  P. 


S40  AMELIA.  Book  IL 

CHAP.     VIL 

^he  ftory   of  Booth  continued.      More  furprifmg  ad' 
ventures, 

*  TT^ROM  what  trifles,  dear  Mifs  Matthews', 
Jt/  cried  Booth,  '  may  fome  of  our  greateft  dif- 
treffes  arife  !  do  you  not  perceive  1  am  going  to 
tell  you  we  had  neither  pen,  ink,  nor  paper  in  our 
prefent  exigency. 

*  A  verbal  mefTage  was  now  our  only  refource  j 
however,  we  contrived  to  deliver  it  in  fuch 
terms,  that  neither  nurfe  nor  her  fon  could  pofii- 
bly  conceive  any  fufpicion  from  it  of  the  prefent 
fituation  of  our  afi-airs.  Indeed,  Amelia  whif- 
pered  me,  I  m/ight  fafely  place  any  degree  of 
confidence  in  the  lad  ;  for  he  had  been  her  fofter 
brother,  and  fhe  had  a  great  opinion  of  his  inte- 
grity. He  was  in  truth  a  boy  of  very  good  na- 
tural parts ;  and  Dr.  Harrifon,  who  had  received 
him  into  his  family,  at  Amelia's  recom.mendation, 
had  bred  him  up  to  write  and  read  very  well,  and 
had  taken  fom.e  pains  to  infufe  into  him  the  prin- 
ciples of  honefty  and  religion.  He  was  not,  in- 
deed, even  now  difcharged  from  the  do61:or's  fer- 
vice ;  but  had  been  at  home  with  his  mother  for 
fome  time,  on  account  of  the  fmall-pox,  from 
which  he  was  lately  recovered. 
<  I  have  faid  fo  much,'  continued  Booth,  *  of  the 
boy's  character,  that  yau  may  not  be  furprifed  at 
fome  ftories,  which  I  fhall  tell  you  of  him  here- 
after. 

*  I  am  going,  now,  Madam,  to  relate  to  you  one 
of  thofe  ftrange  accidents,  which  are  produced  by 
fuch  a  train  of  circumilances,  that  mere  chance 
hath  been  thought  incapable  of  bringing  them 
together  J    and  which  have  therefore  given  birth, 

*  in 
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in  fuperftitious  minds,  to  Fortune,  and  to  feveral 
other  imaginary  beings. 

'  We  were  now  impatiently  expeding  the  arrival 
of  the  doflorj  our  meffenger  had  been  gone 
much  more  than  a  fufficient  time,  which  to  us, 
you  may  be  afTured,  appeared  not  at  all  fhorter 
than  it  was,  when  nurle,  who  had  gone  out  of 
doors  on  fome  errand,  came  running  haftily  ro  us, 
crying  out,  "  O  my  dear  young  madam,  her  lady- 

*  fhip's  coach  is  juft  at  the  door  1  "  Amelia  turned 
pale  as  death  at  thefe  words  j  indeed,  I  feared  fhc 
would  have  fainted,  if  I  could  be  faid  to  fear,  who 
had  fcarce  any  of  my  fenfcs  left,  and  was  in  a  con- 
dition little  better  than  my  angers. 

'  While  we  were  both  in  this  dreadful  fituation, 
Amelia  fallen  back  in  her  chair  with  the  counte- 
nance in  which  ghofts  are  painted,  myfelfather 
feet,  with  a  complexion  of  no  very  different  co- 
lour, and  nurfe  fcreaming  out,  and  throwing  wa- 
ter in  Amelia's  face,  Mrs.  Harris  entered  the 
room.  At  the  fight  of  this  fcene,  fiie  threw  her- 
{e\^  likewiie  into  a  chair,  and  called  immediately 
for  a  glafs  of  water,  which  Mifs  Betty  her  daugh- 
ter fupplied  her  with;  for,  as  to  nurfe,  nothing 
was  capable  of  making  any  impreflion  on  her, 
whilft  fl:ie  apprehended  her  young  miftrefs  to  be 
in  danger. 

'  The  doiftor  had  now  entered  the  room,  and 
coming  immediately  up  to  Amelia,  after  fome  ex- 
prefTions  of  furprife,  he  took  her  by  the  hand, 
called  her  his  little  fugar-plumb,  and  allured  her 
there  were  none  but  friends  prefenr.  He  then 
led  her  tottering  acrofs  the  room  to  Mrs.  Harris* 
Amelia  then  fell  upon  her  knees  before  her  mo- 
ther; but  the  doftor  caught  her  up,  faying,  "  life 

*  that  pofture,  child,  only  to  the  Almighty;"  but 
I  need  not  mention  this  fingularicy  of  his  to  yoa 
who  know  him  lb  well,  and  mud  have  heard  hirn 
often  difpuie  againlt  addrelfing  ourl'elves  to  man  •., 
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in  the  humblefl:  pofture  which  we  ufe  towards  the 
Supreme  Being, 

*  I  will  tire  you  with  no  more  particulars  j  we 
were  foon  fatisfied  that  the  dodtor  had  reconciled 
us  and  our  affairs  to  Mrs.  Harris  j  and  we  now 
proceeded  diredly  to  church,  the  dodor  having 
before  provided  a  licence  for  us.' 

'  But  where   is  the  ftrange  accident,'  cries  Mifs 
Matthews  ?    '  fure  you  raifed  more  curioficy    than 
you  have  fatisfied.* 

*  Indeed,  Madam,*  anfwered  he,  *  your  reproof 
is  juft;  I  had  like  to  have  forgotten  itj  but  you 
cannot  wonder  at  me  when  you  reflefl  on  that  in- 
terefting  part  of  my  ftory,  which  I  am  now  relat- 
ing.— But  before  I  mention  this  accident,  I  muft 
tell  you  what  happened  after  Amelia's  efcape  from 
her  mother's  houfe.  Mrs.  Harris  at  firil  ran  out 
into  the  lane  among  her  fervants,  and  purfued  us 
(fo  flie  imagined)  along  the  road  leading  to  the 
town  ;  but  that  being  very  dirty,  and  a  violent 
fcorm  of  rain  coming,  flie  took  fheker  in  an  ale- 
houfe,  about  half  a  mile  from  her  own  houfe^ 
whither  flie  fent  for  her  coach  j  flie  then  drove 
together  with  her  daughter  to  town,  where  foon 
after  her  arrival,  flie  fent  for  the  do6lor,  her  ufual 
privy  counfellor  in  all  her  affairs.  They  fat  up 
all  night  together,  the  do6lor  endeavouring,  by 
arguments  and  perfuafions,  to  bring  Mrs.  Harris 
to  reafon;  but  all  to  no  purpofe,  though,  as  he 
hath  informed  me,  Mifs  Betty  feconded  him  with 
the  warmefb  entreaties.' 

Here  Mifs  Matthews  laughed  ;  of  which  Booth 
begged  to  know  the  reafon  j  flie,  at  lait,  after  many 
apologies,  faid,    *  It  was  the  firft  good   thing  flie 

*  ever  heard  of  Mifs  Betty  j     nay,'  faid  flie,  '  and 

*  afking  your  pardon  for  my  opinion  of  your  fifter, 
'  fince  you  v/ill  have  it,  I  always  conceived  her  to  be 

*  the  deepefl:  of  hypocrites.* 

I  Booth 
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Booth  fetched  a  figh,  and  faid,  he  was  afraid  fhe 
had  not  always  avfled  fo  kindly  j — and  then,  after  a 
little  hefitation  proceeded : 

*  You  will  be  pleafed,  Madam,  to  ren:iember,  the 

*  lad  was  fent  with  a  verbal  meffage  to  the  doctor; 

*  which  meffage  was  no  more  than  to  acquaint  him 
^  where  we  were,  and  to  defire  the  favour  of  his 
^  company,    or    that   he  would    fend   a  coach    to 

*  bring  us  to  whatever  place  he  would  pleafe  to 
'  meet  us  at.  This  meffage  was  to  be  delivered  to 
^  the  doctor  himfelf,  and  the  medenger  was  order- 

*  ed,   if  he  found  him  not  at  home,   to  go  to  him 

*  wherever  he  was.      He  fulfilled  his  orders,   and 

*  told  it  to  the  doftor  in  the  prefence  of  MrSi 
'  Harris.' 

*  Oh,  the  ideot!'  cries  Mifs  Matthews.  *  Not 
*^  at  all,'  anfwered  Booth  :    *  he  is  a  very  fenfible 

*  fellow,    as  you  will,  perhaps,  fay  hereafter.     He 

*  had  not  the  lead  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  any  fecrecy 
"^  was  neceffary ;     for  we  took  the  utmoft  care  he 

*  Ihould   not  fufpecl  it. — Well,   Madam,  this  acci- 

*  dent,  which  appeared  fo  unfortunate,  turned  in 
'  the  highefl  degree  to  our  advantage.  Mrs.  Har- 
^  ris  no  fooner  heard  the  meffage  delivered,  than  fhe 

*  fell  into  the  moft  violent  paffion  imaginable,  and 
'  accufed  the  doflor  of  being  in  the  plot,  and  of 
'^  having  confederated  with  me  in  the  de(ign  of  car- 
'  rying  off  her  daughter. 

*  The  do6lor,  who  had  hitherto  ufed  only  footh- 
'  ing  methods,  now  talked  in  a  different  drain.     He 

*  confeff'^d  the  accufation,  and  jullified  his  conducft. 
'  He  faid  he  was  no  meddler  in  the  family  affairs 
'  of  others,   nor  fliould  he  have  concerned  himfelf 

*  with  hers,  but  at  her  own  requeft;    but  that  fince 

*  Mrs.  Harris   herfelf  had   made  him  an   agent  in 

*  this  matter,  he  would  take  care  to  acquit  himfelf 

*  with  honour,  and  above  all  things  to  prefervc  a 
'  young  lady  for  whom  he  had  the  highelt  cltcem  ; 
"  for  Ihe  is,"  cries   he,  and,  by  heavens,   he   faitl 

R  2  *  true. 
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'  true,  *"'  the  mofl  worthy,  generous,  and  noble  of 
"  all  human  beings."     You  have  yourfelf,  Madann, 

*  faid  he,  confented  to  the  match.  I  have,  at  your 
^  requefl,  made  the  match  ;  and  then  he  added 
'  fome   particulars   relating  to  his  opinion  of  me, 

*  which  my  modefty  forbids  me  to  repeat.' — Nay, 
'  but,'  cries  Mifs  Matthews,  '  I  infifl:  on  your  con- 
'  quefl:  of  that  modefty  for  once. — We  women  do 

*  not  love   to  hear  one  another's  praifes,   and  I  will 

<  be  made  amends  by  hearing  the  praifes  of  a  man, 
'  and  of  a  man,  whom  perhaps,*  added  fhe  with 
a  leer,  '  I  Ihall  not  think  much  the  better  of  upon 
'  that  account.' — '  In  obedience  to  your  commands 

<  then.  Madam,'  continued  he,  *  the  doflor  was  fo 
'  kind  to  fay,   he  had  enquired  into  my  charafter, 

*  and  had  found  that  I  had  been  a  dutiful  fon,  and 
«  an  affectionate  brother.      Relations,  faid  he,   in 

<  which,  whoever  difcharges  his  duty  v/ell,  gives  us 
^  a  well-grounded  hope,  that  he  will  behave  as 
«  properly  in  all  the   reft. He  concluded  with 

*  faying,  that  Amelia's  happinefs,  her  heart,  nay 
'  her  very  reputation,  v/ere  all  concerned  in  this 
«  matter,  to  which,  as  he  had  been  made  inftru- 
'  mental,  he  was  refolved  to  carry  her  through  it; 
«  and  then  taking  the  licence  from  his  pocket,  de- 
'  Glared  to  Mrs.  Harris,   that  he  would  go  that  in- 

*  flant  and  marry  her  daughter  wherever  he  found 
'  her.     This  fpeech,  the  dodor's  voice,  his  look, 

<  and  his  behaviour,  all  which  are  fufficiently  cal- 
«  culated  to  infpire  awe,  and  even  terror,  when  he 

<  pleafes,  frightened  poor  Mrs.  Harris,  and  wrought 

*  a  more  fenfible  efFed  than  it  was  in  his  power  to 
'  produce  by  all  his  arguments  and  entreaties;  and 
'  I  have  already  related  what  followed. 

<  Thus  the  ftrange  accident  of  our  v/anting  pen, 
'  ink,  and  paper,  and  our  not  trufting  the  boy 
'  with  our  fecret,   occafioned  the  difcovery  to  Mrs. 

*  Harris ;  that  difcovery  put  the  dodor  upon  his 
«*  metal,  and  produced  that  blefled  event  which  I 

'  have 
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have  recounted  to  you,  and  which,  as  my  mother 

*  hath  fince  confelfed,  nothing  but  the  fpiric  which 

*  he   had  exerted   after  the  difcovery,   could  have 

*  brought  about. 

*  Well,    Madam,   you  now  fee  me  married   to 

*  Amelia  J    in   which  fituation  you   will,   perhaps, 

*  think  my  happinefs  incapable  of  addition.  Pcr- 
'  haps  it  was  i"o ;  and  yet  I  can  with  truth  fay,  that 

*  the  love  which  I  then  bore  Amelia,  was  not  com- 
'  parable  to  what  1  bear  her  now.'  '  Happy  Ame- 
'  lia  !'   cried    Mifs  Matthews.     *    If  all   men    were 

like  you,  all  women  Vv'ould  be  blefTed  ;    nay,   the 

*  whole  world  would  be  fo  in  a  great  meafurej  for 
upon  my  foul,  I  believe  that  from  the  damned  in- 
conllancy  of  your  fex  to  ours  proceeds  half  the 

*  miferies  of  mankind.' 

That  we  may  give  the  reader  leifure  to  confider 
well  the  foregoing  fentiment,  we  will  here  put  an 
end  to  this  chapter. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

In  which  our  readers  ivill  probably  be  divided  in  their 
opinion  of  Mr.  Booth'j  condu'ol, 

BOOTH  proceeded   as  follows: 
*   The  firlt  months  of  our  marriage  produced 

*  nothing  remarkable  enough  to  mencion.      I   am 

*  fure  I   need   not  tell  Mils  Matthews  that  I  found 
^  in  my  Amelia  every  perfedion  of  human  nature. 

*  Mrs.  Harris  at  firlt  gave  us  fome  little  uncafinefs. 

*  She  had  racher  yielded  to  the  do6lor  than  given  a 

*  willing  confent   to  the  match;    however,   by  de- 

*  grees,    flie   became  more  and  more  fatisfied,  and 

*  ac    lall    feemed    perfecliy   reconciled.       This    we 
«  afcribed  a  good  deal  to  the  kind  ofHccs  of  Mifs 

*  Betty,  who  had  always  appeared  to  be  my  friend. 
'  She  had  been  greatly  alFiilin^  to  Amelia  in  mak- 

*  jng  her  efcape,   which  I  had  no  opportunity  of 

R  J  *  men- 
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'  mentioning  to  you  before,  and  in  all  things  be- 
^  haved  fo  well,  outwardly  at  leaft,  to  myfelf  as 
«  well  as  her  fifter,  that  we  regarded  her  as  our 
^  fincereft  friend. 

*  About  half  a  year  after  our  marriage,  two  ad- 
^  ditional  companies  were  added  to  our  regiment, 
<  in  one  of  which   I  was  preferred  to  the  command 

*  of  a  lieutenant.     Upon  this  occafion,   Mifs  Betty 

*  gave  the  firft  intimation  of  a  difpofition  which  wc 
'■  have  fince  too  feverely  experienced.* 

*  Your  fervanr.  Sir,'  fays  Mifs  Matthews,  *  then 

*  I  find  I   was  not  miftaken  in  my  opinion  of  the 

*  lady. — No,  no,  fhew  me  any  goodnefs  in  a  cen- 

*  forious  prude  and' — 

As  Mifs  Matthews  hefitated  for  a  fimile  or  an  ex- 
ecration. Booth  proceeded  :   *  You  will  pleafe  to  re- 

*  member^  Madam,   there  was  formerly  an  agree- 

*  ment   between    myfelf  and    Mrs.  Harris,   that  I 

*  fhould  fettle  all  my  Amelia's  fortune  on  her,  ex- 

*  cept   a  certain  fum,  which  was  to  be  laid  out  in 

*  my  advancement  in  the  army  i    but  as  our  mar- 

*  riage  was  carried  on  in  the  manner  you  have 
'  heard,    no   fuch   agreement    was    ever   executed. 

*  And  fince  I  was  become  Amelia's  hufband,  not 
'  a  word  of  this  matter  was  ever  mentioned  by  the 
«  old  lady  i  and  as  for  myfelf,  I  declare  I  had  not 
'  yet  awakened  from,  that  delicious  dream  of  blifs  in 

*  which  the  poflelTion  of  Amelia  had  lulled  me.' 
Here   Mifs   Matthews   fighed,    and  cafl  the  ten- 
dered of  looks  on  Booth,    who  thus  continued  his 
ftory  : 

*  Soon   after   my  promotion,    Mrs.    Harris  one 

*  morning  took  an  occafion  to  fpeak  to  me  on  this 

*  afrair.  She  faid,  that  as  I  had  been  promoted 
'  gratis   to  a  lieutenancy,   fhe  would  affift  me  with 

*  money  to  carry  me  yet  a  ftep  higher;   and  if  more 

*  was  required  than  was  formerly  mentioned,  it 
^  fliould  not  be  wanting,  fince  fhe  was   fo  perfedly 

*  fatisfied    with   my    behaviour    to   her  daughter, 

*  Addings 
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*  Adding,  that  fhe   hoped   I   had  Hill  the  fame  in- 

*  clination  to  fettle  on  my  v/ife  the  remainder  of  her 

*  fortune. 

*  I  anfvvered  with  very  warm  acknowledgments 
'  of  my  mother's  goodnefs,  and  declared,  If  1  had 
'  the  world,  I   was  ready  to  lay  it  at  my  Amelia's 

*  feet. — And  fo,  heaven  knows,  I  would  ten  thou- 

*  fand  worlds. 

'  Mrs.  Harris  feemed  pleafed  with  the  warmth  of 

*  my  fentiments,  and  laid,  fhe  would  immediately 
'  fend  to  her  lawyer  and  give  him  the  neceffary  or- 

*  ders ;    and  thus  ended  our  converfation  on  this 
«  fubjea:. 

*  From  this  time,  there  was  a  very  vifible  altera- 
'  tion   in  Mifs  Betty's  behaviour.      She   grew  re- 

*  ferved   to    her  fifter  as   well  as  to  me.     She  was 
'  fretful    and    captious   on    the    flighted  occafion ; 

*  nay,   fhe   affefled   much  to  talk  on  the  ill  confe- 
'  quences  of  an  imprudent  marriage,  efpccially  be- 

*  fore  her  mother;    and  if  ever  any  little  tendernefs 
^  or    endearments   efcaped    me    in   public    towards 

*  Amelia,   flie  never  failed  to  make  fome  malicious 

*  remark  on  the  (hort  duration  of  violent  pafllons  j 

*  and  when  I   have  exprefied  a  fond   fentim.ent  for 
'  my  wife,  her  filler  would   kindly  wifh   Ihe  might 

*  hear  as  much  feven  years  hence. 

'  All   thefe  matters  have  been  (Ince  fnggefled  to 

*  us  by  refle(5t:ion  J    for  while  they  adlually  pafl,  both 

*  Amelia  and  myfelf  had  our  thoughts  too  happily 

*  enL^ao;ed  to  take  notice  of  what  discovered  itfelf  ia 

*  the  mind  of  any  other  perfon. 

*  Unfortunately    for    us,    Mrs.    Harris's    lawyer 

*  happened    at  this    time  to  be   at  London,   where 
'  bulinefs  detained  him  upwards  of  a  month  j    a;Kl 

*  as  Mrs.  Harris  would  on  no  occafion  employ  any 

*  other,  our  affair  was  under  an   entire   furpt-nfioa 
'  till  his  return. 

'  Amelia,  who  was  now  big  with  cliild,  had  often 

*  exprefled   the  deepelt   concern    Ql  her  apprchcn- 

R  4  *  fions 
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fions  of  my  being  fome  time  commanded  abroad  ; 
a  cireumftance,  which  (he  declared  if  it  fhould 
ever  happen  to  her,  even  though  flie  fliould  not 
then  be  in  the  fame  fituation  as  at  prefent,  would 
infallibly  break  her  heart.  Thefe  remonftrances 
were  made  with  fuch  tendernefs,  and  fo  much 
affefted  me,  that  to  avoid  any  probability  of  fuch 
an  event,  I  endeavoured  to  get  an  exchange  into 
the  horfe-guards,  a  body  of  troops  which  very 
rarely  goes  abroad,  unlefs  where  the  king  himfelf 
commands  in  perfon.  I  foon  found  an  officer  for 
my  purpofe,  the  terms  were  agreed  on,  and  Mrs. 
Harris  had  ordered  the  money  which  I  was  to  pay 
to  be  ready,  notwithdanding  the  oppofition  made 
by  Mifs  Betty,  who  openly  difiuaded  her  mother 
from  it  J  alleging  that  the  exchange  was  highly 
to  my  difadvantage  J  that  I  could  never  hope  to 
rife  in  the  army  after  it  i  not  forgetting,  at  the 
fame  time,  fome  infinuations  very  prejudicial  to 
my  reputation  as  a  foldier. 

'  When  every  thing  was  agreed  on,  and  the  two 
commiiTions   were    actually  made   out,    but   not 
figned   by  the  king,  one  day,   at  my  return  from 
hunting,   Amelia    flew   to   me,  and   eagerly  em- 
bracing me,  cried  out,    "  O  Billy,  I  have  news 
for  you  which  delights  my  foul.     Nothing  fure 
was  ever  fo  fortunate  as  the  exchange  you  have 
made.     The  regiment  you  was  formerly  in,  is  or- 
dered for  Gibraltar." 

*  I  received  this  news  with  far  lefs  tranfport  than 
it  was  delivered.  I  anfwered  coldly.  Since  the  cafe 
was  fo,  I  heartily  hoped  the  commifllons  might  be 
both  figned.  "  What  do  you  fay  ?"  replied  Amelia 
eagerly  i — "  Sure  you  told  me  every  thing  was 
entirely  fettled.  That  look  of  yours  frightens  me 
to  death." — But  I  am  running  into  too  minute 
particulars.  In  fhort,  I  received  a  letter  by  that 
very  pod,  from  the  officer  with  whom  I  had  ex- 
changed,  infilling,    that  though  his  majefty  had 

'  nQt 
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not  figned  the  commifTionSj  that  ftill  the  bargain 
was  valid,  partly  urging  it  as  a  right,  anti  partly 
defiring  it  as  a  favour,  that  he  might  go  to  Gi- 
braltar in  my  room. 

'  This  letter  convinced  m.e  in  every  point.  I  was 
now  informed  that  the  commiiTions  were  noc 
figned,  and  confequently  that  the  exchange  was 
not  completed :  of  confequence  the  other  could 
have  no  right  to  infifh  on  going  j  and  as  for  grant- 
ing him  fuch  a  favour,  I  too  clea;;Jy  faw  1  mufl 
do  it  at  the  expence  of  my  honour.  I  was  now 
reduced  to  a  dilemma,  the  moll:  dreadful  which  I 
think  any  man  can  experience  ;  in  which,  I  am  not 
afhamed  to  own,  I  found  love  was  not  fo  over- 
matched by  honour  as  he  ought  to  have  been. 
The  thoughts  of  leaving  Amelia  in  her  prefent 
condition,  to  mifery,  perhaps  to  death  or  mad- 
nefs,  were  infupportable  ;  nor  could  any  other 
confideration  but  that,  which  now  tormented  wit 
on  the  other  fide,  have  combated  them  a  mo- 
ment.' 

<  No  woman  upon  earth,'  cries  Mifs  Matthews, 
can  defpife  want  of  fpirit  in  a  man  more  thaa 
myfelfi  and  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  you  was 
rather  too  nice  on  this  occafion.' 
*  You  will  allow.  Madam,'  anfwered  Booth, 
that  whoever  offends  againft  the  laws  of  honour 
in  the  lead  inftance,  is  treated  as  the  highefb  de- 
linquent. Here  is  no  excufe,  no  pardon  i  and  he 
doth  nothing  who  leaves  any  thing  undone.  But 
if  the  confii(^  was  fo  terrible  with  myfelf  alone, 
what  was  my  fituation  in  the  prefence  of  Amelia  ? 
how  could  1  fupport  her  fighs,  her  tears,  her  ao;o- 
nies,  her  defpair  I  could  I  bear  to  think  myj'clf 
the  cruel  caufe  of  her  futferings,  for  fo  I  was  ! 
could  I  endure   the  thought   of  having  it  in  my 

f  power  to  give  her  inltanr  relief,  for  fo  it  was,  and 

'  refufe  it  iier ! 

'  Mifs 
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'  Mifs  Betty  was  now  again  become  my  friend. 

*  She  had  I'carce   been  civil  to  me  for  a  fortnight 

*  lad  pad,  yet  now  fhe  commended  me  to  the  fkies, 

*  and  as  feverely  blamed  her  fifter,  whom  fhe  ar- 

*  raigned  of  the  moft  contemptible  weaknefs,   in 

*  preferring  my  fafety  to  my  honour :  She  faid  many 

*  ill-natured  things  on  the  occafion,  which  I  Ihall 
^  not  now  repeat. 

*  In  the  midft  of  this  hurricane,  the  good  do6lor 

*  came  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Harris,  and  at  my  defire 
«  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  matter.' 

Here  Mr.  Booth  was  interrupted  in  his  narrative, 
by  the  arrival  of  a  perfon  whom  we  fhali  introduce 
in  the  next  chapter. 

CHAP.     IX, 

Containing  a  feme  of  a  different  kind  from  any  of  the 

preceding, 

TH  E  gentleman  who  now  arrived  was  the 
keeper  5  or  if  you  pleafe,  (for  fo  he  pleafed  to 
call  himfelf )  the  governor  of  the  prifon. 

He  ufed  fo  little  ceremony  at  his  approach,  that 
the  bolt,  which  was  very  flight  on  the  infide,  gave 
way,  and  the  door  immediately  flew  open.  He 
had  no  fooner  entered  the  room  than  he  acquainted 
Mifs  Matthews,  that  he  had  brought  her  very  good 
news,  for  which  he  demanded  a  bottle  of  wine  as 
his  due. 

This  demand  being  complied  with,  he  acquainted 
Mifs  Matthews,  that  the  wounded  gentleman  was 
not  dead,  nor  was  his  wound  thought  to  be  mor- 
tal :  that  lofs  of  blood,  and,  perhaps,  his  fright^ 
had  occafioned  his  fainting  away  j  *  but  I  be- 
'  lieve.  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  if  you  take  the  proper 
'  meafures,  you  may  be  bailed  to-morrow.     I  ex- 

*  peifl  the  lawyer  here  this  evening,  and  if  you  put 
<  the  buflnefs  into  his  hands,  I  warrant  it  will  be 

*  done. 
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*  done.  Money  to  be  fure  mull  be  parted  with, 
'  that's  to  be  fure.     People  to  be  fure  will  expeft 

*  to  touch  a  little  in  fuch  cafes.     For  my  own  parr, 

*  I  never  defire  to  keep  a  prifoner  longer  than  the 

*  law  allows,  not  I :    I  always  inform  them  they  can 

*  be  bailed  as   foon  as  I  know  it.     I   never  make 

*  any  bargain,  not  I;    I   always  love  to  leave  thofc 

*  things   to   the  gentlemen   and   ladies  themfelves. 

*  I  never  fufpedt  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  wanting 

<  generofity.* 

Mifs  Matthews  made  a  very  flight  anfwer  to  all 
thefe  friendly  profeffions.  She  faid,  fhe  had  done 
nothing  (he  repented  of,  and  was  indifferent  as  to 
the  event.     '  All  I  can  fay,'  cries  fhe,    *  is,  that  if 

*  the  wretch  is  alive,  there   is  no  greater  villain  in 

*  life  than  himfclf  j'  and  inftead  of  mentioning  any 
thing  of  the  bail,  Ihe  begged  the  keeper  to  leave 
her  again  alone  with  Mr.  Booth.  The  keeper  re- 
plied, '  Nay,  Madam,  perhaps  it  may  be  better  to 

*  flay  a  little    longer   here,    if  you    have  not   bail 

*  ready,  than  to  buy  them  too  dear.  Befides,  a 
'  a  day  or  two  hence,  when  the  gentleman  is  part:  all 
«  danger  of  recovery,    to   be  fure  lome  folks  that 

*  would   expe6l   an  extraordinary  fee  now,   cannot 

*  expecft   to  touch  any  thing.     And  to  be  fure  you 

*  fhall  want  nothing  here.  The  beft  of  all  things 
«  are  to  be  had  here  for  money,  both  eaiabie  and 
«  drinkable]  though  I  fiy  it,  1  ihan't  turn  my  back 

<  to  any  of  the  taverns  for  either  eatables  or  wind, 

<  The  captain   there   need   not  have  been  fo  Ihy  ot 

*  owning  himfelf  when  he  firft  came  in  i    we  have 

<  had  captains  and  other  great  gentlemen  here  bc- 

*  fore  now  J    and   no  fhame   to  them,    though  I  fay 

<  it.     Many  a  great  gentleman  is  fometimes  found 

*  in  places  that  don't  become  them  half  fo  well,  let 
'  me  tell  them  that,  captain  Bootli,  let  me  tell  them 
^  that.' 

*  I  fee 
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'  I  fee,  Sir/  anfwered  Booth,  a  little  difcompofed, 

*  that  you   are   acquainted  with  my  title  as  well  as 

*  my  name.' 

*  Ay,  Sir,'  cries  the  keeper,  *  and  I  honour  you 

*  the   more  for  it.     I  love   the  gentlemen  of  the 

*  army.      I   was  in  the  army  myfelf  formerly  j    in 

<  the  lord  of  Oxford's  horfe.     It  is  true  I  rode  pri- 

*  vate;    but  I  had  money  enough  to  have  bought 

*  in  quarter-mafter,  when   I  took  it  into  my  head 

*  to   marry,  and  my  wife  fhe  did   not  like  that  I 

*  fhould  continue  a  foldier,  fhe  was  all  for  a  private 

*  life  ;    and  fo  1  came  to  this  bufinefs.' 

'  Upon   my  word.  Sir,'  anfwered  Booth,    *  you 

*  confulted  your  wife's  inclinations  very  notably; 

*  bur,  pray,  will  you  fatisfy  my  curiofity  in  telling 

*  me,  how  you  became  acquainted  that  I  was  in  the 

*  army  ?    for  my  drefs,  I  think,   could  not  betray 

*  me.' 

*  Betray !'  replied  the  keeper,  *  there  is  no  be- 
«  traying  here,  1  hope — I  am  not  a  pcrfon  to  betray 

*  people — But  you  are  fo  fhy  and  peery,  you  would 
.<  almoft  make  one  fufped  there  was  more  in  the 

<  matter.      And  if  there  be,  I   promife   you,  you 

<  need  not  be  afraid  of  telling  it  me.     You  will  ex- 
«  cufe  me  giving  you  a  hint  J  but  the  fooner  the  bet- 

<  ter,  that's  all.     Others  may  be  beforehand  with 

<  you,  and  firft  come  firft  ferv'd  on  thefe  occafions, 
«  that's  all.     Informers  are  odious,  there's  no  doubt 

*  of  that,  and  no  one  would  care  to  be  an  informer 

<  if  he  could  help  it,  becaiife  of  the  ill  ufage  they 
'  always  receive  from  the  mob  :  yet  it  is  dangerous 

<  to  truft  too  much  j    and  when  {dfety  and  a  good 
f  part  of  the  reward   too  are  on  one  fide,  and  the 

*  gallows  on  the  other — I  know  which  a  wife  man 

<  would  chufe.' 

<  What  the  devil  do  you  mean  by  all  this  ?'  cries 
Booth. 

'  No  offence,  I  hope,'  anfwered  the  keeper  j  '  I 
f  fpeak  for  your  good,  and  if  you  have  been  upon 

*  the 
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*  the  fnaffling  lay you  underftand  me,   I  am 

<  fure.* 

*  Not  I,*  anfwered  Booth,  *  upon  my  honour.* 

*  Nay,  nay,'  replied  the  keeper,  with  a  contemp* 
tuous  fneer,  *  if  you  are  fo  peery  as  that  comes  to, 

*  you  muft  take  the  confequence. — But  for  my  part, 
«  I  know  I  would  not  trufl  Robinfon  with  two-pence 

*  untold.' 

*  What  do  you   mean  ?'*  cries  Booth,  '  who  is 

*  Robinfon  V 

'  And  you  don't  know  Robinfon  !*  anfwered  the 
keeper  with  great  emotion.  To  which  Booth  re- 
plying in  the  negative  j  the  keeper,  after  fome 
tokens  of  amazement,  cried  out  J  'Well,  captain,  I 

*  muft  fay  you  are  the  beft  at  ir,  of  all  the  gentle- 
'  men  I  ever  faw.  However,  I  will  tell  you  this  : 
'  the  lawyer  and  Mr.  Robinfon  have   been  layino- 

*  their  heads  together  about  you  above  half  an  hour 

*  this  afternoon.     I  overheard   them  mention  Cap- 

*  tain  Booth  fevcral  times;   and  for  my  part,  I  would 

*  not  anfwer  that  Mr.  Murphy  is  not  now  gone 
'  about  the  bufinefs;  but  if  you  will  impeach  any 
'  to  me  of  the  road,  or  any  thing  elfe,  I  will  ftep 
«  away  to  his  worfliip  ThraQier   this  infant,  and  I 

*  am  fure  I   have  intereft  enough  with  him   to  <?et 

*  you  admitted  an  evidence.' 

'  And  fo,'  cries  Booth,  <  you  really  take  me  for 
'  a  highwayman  ?" 

'  No  offence,  captain,  I  hope,'  fiid  the  keeper: 
'  as  times  go,  there  are  many  worfe  men  in  the 
'  world  than  thofe.  Gentlemen  may  be  driven  to 
'  dirtrefs,    and   when  they   are,    I    know   no  more 

*  genteeler  way  than  the  road.     It  hath  been  many  a 

*  brave  man's  cale,  to   my  knowledge,  and  nien  of 

*  as  much  honour  too  as  any  in  the  world.' 

*  Well,  Sir,'  faid  Booth,  '  I  afTure  you  I  am  not 

*  that  gentleman  of  honour  you  imagine  me.' 
Mifs   Matthews   who    had   long   underltood    the 

keeper  no  better  than  Mr.  Ejoth,  no  fooacr  ht-ard 

his 
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his  meaning  explained,  than  flie  was  fired  with 
greater  indignation  than  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
prefled.  '  How  dare  you,  Sir,'  faid  fhe  to  the  keeper^ 
<  infult   a  man  of  fafhion,  and  who  hath  had  the 

*  honour  to  bear  his  majefty's  commiffion  in  the 
'  army  ?  as  you  yourfelf  own   you  know.     If  his 

*  misfortunes  have  fent  him  hither,  fure  we  have 

*  no  laws  that  will  proteft  fuch  a  fellow  as  you   in 

*  infulting  him  ?'  *  Fellow  !'  muttered  the  keeper 
— *  I  would  not  advife  you,  Madam,  to   ufe  fuch 

*  language  to  me.' — *  Do  you  dare  threaten  me  ?' 
replied  Mifs  Matthews  in  a  rage>  *  Venture  in  the 

*  lead  inftance  to   exceed   your  authority  with   re- 

*  gard  to  me,  and  I  will  profecute  you  with  the  ut- 

*  mod  vengeance.' 

A  fcene  of  very  high  altercation  now  enfued,  till 
Booth  interpofed,  and  quieted  the  keeper,  who  was, 
perhaps,  enough  inclined  to  an  accom.modation  j 
for,  in  truth,  he  waged  unequal  war.  He  was  be- 
fides  unwilling  to  incenfe  Mifs  Matthews,  whom  he 
expedled  to  be  bailed  out  the  next  day,  and  who 
had  more  money  left  than  he  intended  (he  fhould 
carry  out  of  the  prifon  with  her ;  and  as  for  any 
violent  or  unjuftinable  methods,  the  lady  had  dif- 
covered  much  too  great  a  fpirit  to  be  in  danger  of 
them.  The  governor  therefore,  in  a  very  gentle 
tone,  declared,  that  if  he  had  given  any  offence  to 
the  gentleman,  he  heartily  afKed  his  pardon  ;  that 
if  he  had  known  him  to  be  really  a  captain,  he 
fhould  not  have  entertained  any  fuch  fufpicions; 
but  the  captain  was  a  very  conimon  title  in  that 
place,  and  belonged  to  feveral  gentlemen  that  had 
never  been  in  the  army,  or  at  moll,  had  rid  private 
like  himfelf.  '  To  be  fure,  captain,'  faid  he,  '  as 
«  you   yourfelf  own,  your  drefs    is   not  very   mili- 

*  tary  i'  (for  he  had  on  a  plain   fuftian    fuit)  ^  and 

*  befides,  as  the  lawyer  hyi^^vgfcitur  afcfs^  is  a  very 
«  good  rule.  And  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  greater 
'  rafcal  upon  earth  than  that  fame  Robinlon   that 

*  I  was 
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*  I  was    talking   of.     Nay,    I   aflure  you,    I  wifli 

*  there  may  be  no  mifchief  hatching  againft  you. 

*  But  if  there  is,  I  will  do  all  I  can  with  the  lawyer 

*  to  prevent  it.  To  be  fure  Mr.  Murphy  is  one  of 
'  the  clevereft  men  in  the  world  at  the  law:  that 
'  even  his  enemies  muft:  own  j  and  as  I  recommend 
'  him  to  all  the  bufinefs  I  can  (and  it  is  not  a  little 

*  to  be  fure  that  arifes  in  this  place),  why,  one  good 

*  turn  deferves  another.  And  I  may  expe6t  that 
'  he. will  not  be  concerned  in  any  plot  to  ruin  any 

*  friend  of  mine;  at  lead,  when  I  defire  him  not. 

*  I  am  fure  he  could  not  be  an  honefl:  man  if  he 

*  would.* 

Booth  was  then  fatisfied  that  Mr.  Robinfon, 
whom  he  did  not  yet  know  by  name,  was  the 
gamefter  who  had  won  his  money  at  play.  And 
now,  Mifs  Matthews,  who  had  very  impatiently 
borne  this  long  interruption,  prevailed  on  the  keeper 
to  withdraw.  As  foon  as  he  was  gone,  Mr.  Booth 
began  to  felicitate  her  upon  the  news  of  the  wound- 
ed gentleman  being  in  a  fair  likelihood  of  recovery. 
To  which,  after  fhort  filence,  fhe  anfwered,  'There 

*  is  fomething,  perhaps,  which  you  will  not  eafily 
'  guefs,    that    makes    your    congratulation    more 

*  agreeable  to  me  than  the  firft  account  1  heard  of 

*  the  villain's  having  efcaped  th-e  fate  he  deferves  ; 
'  for,  I  do  alTure  you,  at  firft,   it  did  not  make  me 

*  amends    for    the    interruption   of    my   curiofity. 

*  Now,  I  hope,  we  fhall  be  difturbed  no  more,  till 

*  you  have  finifhed  your  whole  ilory. — You  left  off, 

*  I  think,  fomewhere  in  the  ftruggle  about  leaving 
'  Amelia,   the  happy  Amelia.' — '  And  can  you  call 

*  her  happy  at  fuch  a  period  ?'  cries  Booth.   <  Hap- 

*  py,  av,  happy,  in  any  fituation,'  anfvvered  Mifs 
Matthews,    '  wi:h     fuch    a   huft)and.      I,    at    leail, 

*  may  well  think  fo,  who  have  experienced  the 
«  very  reverfe  of  her  fortune;   but  I  was  not   born  to 

*  be  happy,     I  may  fay  with  the  poet : 

"  The 
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"  The  blackeft  ink  of  fate  was  fure  my  lot, 

*•  And  when  fate  writ  my  name,  it  made  a  blot." 

*  Nay,  nay,  dear  Mifs  Matthews,*  anfwered 
Booth,  ^  you  muft,  and   fhall    banifh  fuch  gloomy 

*  thoughts.     Fate   hath,  I  hope,  many  happy  days 

*  in  flore  for  you.'— — '  Do  you   believe  it,  Mr. 
'  Booth  ?*  replied  (he,  '  indeed  you  know  the  con- 

*  trary— You  mu(l  know — For  you  can't  have  for- 

*  got.     No  Amelia  in  the  world  can  have  quite  ob- 
'  literated— Forgetfulnefs  is  not  in  our  own  power. 

*  If  it  was,   indeed,  I  have  reafon  to  think — But  I 

*  know  not  what  I  am   faying. —  Pray  do,  proceed 

*  in  that  ftory.' 

Booth  fo  immediately  complied  with  this  requeft, 
that  it  is  poffible  he  was  pleafed  with  it.  To  fay 
the  truth,  if  all  which  unwittingly  dropt  from  Mils 
Matthews  v/as  put  together,  fome  conclufions  mighty 
it  feems,  be  drawn  from  the  whole,  which  could 
not  convey  a  very  agreeable  idea  to  a  conftant  huf- 
band.  Booth  therefore  proceeded  to  relate  what  is 
written  in  the  third  book  of  this  hiftorv.    , 


AMELIA. 


BOOK    ni. 

C  H  A  P.     I. 

In  "dchich  Mr,  Booth  refumes  his  Jlory, 

F  I  am  not  miftaken,  Madam,'  continued  Boothi 
*  I  was  jud  going  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
doctor's  opinion,  when  we  were  interrupted 

by  the  keeper. 

*  The  dodtor  having  heard  counfel  on  both  fides, 

*  that  is  to  lay,  Mrs.  Harris  for  my  (laying,  and  Mifs 

*  Betty  for  my  going,  at  laft  delivered  his  own  fen- 
«  tiinents.     As  for  Amelia,   Hie  fat  filent,  drowned 

*  in  her  tears  j  nor  was  I  myfelf  in  a  much  better 

*  fituation. 

*'  As  the  commifiions  are  not  figned,"  faid  the 
doifi-or,  "  I  think  you  may  be  faid  to  remain  in  your 
*'  former  regiment;  and  therefore  I  think  you  ought 
"  to  go  on  this  exp'.'dition  ;  your  duty  to  your  king 
"  and  country,  whole  bread  you  have  eaten,  requires 
<^  it  5  and  this  is  a  duty  of  too  high  a  nature  to  ad- 
**  mit  the  lead  deficiency.  Regard  to  yourcharac- 
*'  tcr  likevvife  requires  you  to  go;  for  the  world, 
•'  which  might  jultly  blame  your  Haying  at  home, 
*^  if  the  cafe  was  even  fairly  ftated,  will  not  deal  fo 
•^  honeftly  by  you  :  you  muft  expert  to  have  every 
"  circumrtance  againft  you  heigtuened,  and  moft  of 
«<  what  makes  for  your  defence  omitted  3  and  thus 

Vol.  VIII.  S  '*  yoa 
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«*  you  will  be  ftigmatized  as  a  coward,  without  any 
**  palliation.  As  the  n^alicious  difpofition  of  man- 
"  kind  is  too  well  known,  and  the  cruel  pleafure 
"  which  they  take  in  deftroying  the  reputations  of 
*'  others  ;  the  ufe  we  are  to  make  of  this  knowledge 
*'  is  to  afford  no  handle  to  reproach  :  for,  bad  as 
^^  the  world  is,  it  feldom  falls  on  any  man  who  hath 

*  not  given  fome  llight  caufe  for  cenfure,  though 
"  this,  perhaps,  is  often  aggravated  ten  thoufand 
*'  fold  ;  and  when  we  blame  the  malice  of  the  ag- 
"  gravation,  we  ought  not  to  forget  our  own  im- 
**  prudence  in  giving  the  occafion.  Remember, 
*'  my  boy,  your  honour  is  at  flake;  and  you  know 
*'  how  nice  the  honour  of  a  foldier  is  in  thefe  cafes, 
''  This  is  a  treafure,  which  he  muft  be  your  enemy 

"  indeed  who  would   attempt  to  rob  you  of. 

*'  Therefore,  you  ought  to  confider  every  one  ag 
*'  your  enemy,  who,  by  defiring  you  to  flay,  would 
*'  rob  you  of  your  honour.'* 

"  Do  you  hear  that,  fifter?"  cries  Mifs  Betty. — 
"  Yes,  I  do  hear  ir,"  anfwered  Amelia,  with  more 
'  fpirit  than  I  ever  faw  her  exert  before,  *«  and 
*'  would  preferve  his  honour  at  the  expence  of  my 
*'  life.  I  will  preferve  it  if  it  fnould  be  at  that  ex- 
*■*  pence;  and  Iince  it  is  Dr.  Harrifon's  opinion  that 
"  he  ought  to  go,  I  give  my  confent.  Go,  my  dear 
*«  hufband,"  cried  iLe,  failing  upon  her  knees, 
**  may  every  angel  of  heaven  guard  and  preferve 
**  you." — J  cannot  repeat  her  words  without  being 

*  afFefted,'  faid  he,  wiping  his  eyes,  ^  the  excel- 
'  lence  of  that  woman,  no  v/ords  can  paint:  Mifs 

*  Matthews,    flie  hath  every  perfecflion  in  humaa 

*  nature. 

'  I  will  not  tire  you  v/ith  the  repetition  of  any 

*  more  that  pail   on   that  occafion;  nor   with   the 

*  quarrel  that  enfued  between  Mrs.  Harris  and  the 

*  doflor;  for  the  old  lady  could  not  fubmit  to  my 
'  leaving  her  daughter  in  her  prefcnt  condition.    She 

*  fell  feverely  on  the  army^  and  curled  the  day  in 

2  *  which 
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*  which  her  daughter  was  married  to  a  foldier,  not 

*  fparing  the  dodor  for  having  had  Ibme  (hare  in 

*  the  match.     I  will  omit  likewife  the  tender  Icene 

*  which  pad  between  Amelia  and  myfelf  previous  to 
'  my  departure.' 

'  Indeed  I  beg  you  would  not,'  cries  Mifs  Mat- 
thews, *  nothing  delights  me  more  than  fcenes  of 

*  tendernefs.     I   Ihould   be  glad   to  know,   if  pof- 

*  fible,  every  fyliable  which  was  uttered  on  both 
'  fides.' 

'  I  will  indulge  you  then,'  cries  Booth,  '  as  far  as 

*  is  in  my  power.  Indeed,  I  believe,  I  am  able  to 
'  recoiled:  much  the  greateft  part;  for  the  impref- 
'  fion  is  never  to  be  effaced  from  my  memory.' 

He  then  proceeded  as  Mifs  Matthews  defired; 
but  left  all  our  readers  fliould  not  be  of  her  opi- 
nion, we  will,  according  to  our  ufual  cuflom,  en- 
deavour to  accommodate  ourfelves  to  every  tafte, 
and  fliall  therefore  place  this  fcene  in  a  chapter  by 
itfelf,  which  we  dcfire  all  our  readers  who  do  not 
love,  or  who  perhaps  do  not  know  the  pleafure  of 
tendernefs,  to  pafs  over;  fince  they  may  do  this 
without  any  prejudice  to  the  thread  of  the  narra- 
tive. 


CHAP.     II. 

Containhig  a  fce?ie  of  the  tender  kind. 

'  fT^HE  doflor.  Madam,'  continued  Booth,  *  fpent 

*  J^      Ins  evening  at  Mrs.  H;irris's  houfe,  where  I 

*  fat  v,/ith  him  v^-hilll  he  iinoked  his  pillow  pipe,  as 

*  his  phralc  is.     Amelia  was  retired   above  half  an 

*  hour  to  her  chamber,   before  I  went  to  her.     Ac 

*  my  entrance,  I  found  her  on  her  knees,  a  pofture 

*  in  which  I  never  t^idurbed  her.      In  a  few  minutes 

*  flie  aroJe,  came  to  me,   and  embracing  me,   liid, 

*  ihe  had  been  praying  for  relbiution  to  fupi)ort  tiie 

S  2  '  cruellelt 
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<  criiellefl:  moment  flie  had  ever  undergone,  or  could 

*  pofTibly  undergo.  I  reminded  her  how  much  more 
'  bitter  a  farewel  would  be  on  a  deathbed,  when 
'  we  never  could  m.eet  in  this  world,  at  lead,  again. 
'  I  then  endeavoured  to  Icffen  all  thole  objeds  which 

*  alarmed  her  mod,  and  particularly  the  danger  I 
'  was  to  encounter;  upon  which  head  I  Teemed  a 

*  little  to  comfort  her:   but  the  probable  length  of 

*  my  abfence,  and  the  certain  length  of  my  voyage, 

*  v-^ere  circumflances  which  no  oratory  of  mine 
'  could  even  palliate.     '*  Oh,  heavens  !"  faid  flie, 

*  burning   into  tears,  "  can   I   bear   to   think  that 
*'   hundreds,  thoufands,  for  ought  I  know,  of  miles 
*•  or  leagues;  that  lands  and  feas   are   between   us. 
'^   What   is   the  prafpecl  from   that   mount  in  our 
**  garden,  where   I   have  fat    fo   many  happy  hours 
'*  with  my  Billy  ?   what  is  the  diftancc  between  that 
•*  and  the  fartheft  hill  which  we  fee  from  thence, 
*'  compared  to  the  diftance  which  will   be  between 
"   us?  you  cannot  wonder  at  this  idea;   you  muft  re- 
"  member,  my  Billy,  at  this  place,  this  very  thought 
*'  came  formerly  into  my  foreboding  mind.     I  then 
"   begged  you  to  leave  the  army.      Why  would  you 
*'  not  comply  ?  — did  I   not  tell   you   then   that  the 
*^  fmallefl  cottage  we  could  furvey  from  the  mount, 
''  would  be  with  you  a  paradife  to  me  ;   it  would  be 
**  fo   dill — why  can't   my  Billy  think  fo  ?  am   I   fo 
*'  much  his  fuperior  in  love  ?    where  is   the   difho- 
*'  nour,  Billy  ?  or  if  there  be  any,  will  it  reach  our 
"  ears   in   our   little  hut?   are  glory  and  fame,   and 
''  not  his  Amelia,  the  happinefs  of  uiy  hulband  ?  go 
**  then,  puichafe  them   at   my  exptnce.     You  will 
"  pay  a  few  fighs,    perhaps  a  few  tears  at  parting, 
"  and  then  new  fcenes  will  drive  away  the  thoughts 
*'  of  poor  Amelia  from  your  bofom  :   but  what  af- 
"  fiftance  fhall  I  have  in  my  affliction  ?   not  that  any 
**  change  of  fcene   could   drive  you  one  moment 
"  from   my  remembrance;  yet  here  every  objeft  I 
**  behold  Will  place  your  loved  idea  in  the  liveliefl: 

**  manner 
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"  manner  before  my  eyes.  This  Is  the  bed  in 
'*  which  you  have  repo.'ed  j  that  is  the  chair  on 
**  which  you  fat.  Upon  thefe  boards  you  have 
'*  flood.  Thefe  books  you  have  read  to  me.  Can 
''  I  walk  among  our  beds  of  flowers,  without  view- 
"  ing  your  favourites,  nay,  thofe  which  you  have 
''  planted  with  your  own  hands  ?  can  I  fee  one 
"  beauty  from  our  beloved  mount,  which  you  have 
''  not  pointed  out  to  me  ?" — Thus  flie  v/ent  on,  the 
'  womanj  Madam,  you  fee,  llili  prevailing.'-— 
'  Since  you  mention  it,'  fays  Mifs  Matthews,  with 

*  a  Imile,  '  I  own  the  fame  obfervation  occurred 
'  to  me.  It  is  too  natural  to  us  to  confider  ourfelves 
'  only,  Mr.  Booth.' — *  You  (h.dl  hear,'  he  cried, — . 

*  At  laft,  the  thoughts  of  her  prefent  condition  fug- 

'  gcfted  themfelves.' "  But  if,"  faid  fhe,  '*  my 

"  fituation,  even  in  health,  will  be  fo  intolerable, 
''  hovv  fliall  I,  in  the  danger  and  agonies  of  child- 
'^  birth,  fupport  your  abfcnce  !" — Here  flie  flopped, 

*  and  looking  on  me  with  all  the  tendernefs  ima- 
'  ginable,  criex:!  out,  "  And  am  I  then  fuch  a  wretch 
"  to  wifli  for  your  prefence  at  fuch  a  feafon  ?  ought 
"  I  not  to  rejoice  that  you  are  out  of  the  hearing  of 

my  cries  or  the  knov/iedge  of  my  pains  ?  if  I  die, 
will  you  not  have  efcaped  the  horrors  of  a  part- 
ing, ten  thoufand  times  more  dreadful  than  this  ? 
go,  go,  my  Billy;  the  very  circumflance  which 
made  me  mod  dread  your  departure,  hath  per- 
feftly  reconciled  me  to  it.  I  perceive  clearly 
now  that  I  was  only  williing  to  iupport  my  own 
weaknefs  with  your  flrength,  and  to  relieve  my 
own  pains  at  the  price  of  yours.  Believe  me, 
my  love,  I   am   afliamed   of  myfclf." — I  caught 

*  her  in  my  arms  with  raptures  not  to  be  exprcll  in 

*  words,   called    her   my   heroine ;    fure  none  ever 

*  better  deferved   that  name  ;    after  which  we  re- 

*  mained  tor  fome  time  fpeechlef«,  and  locked  in 

*  pach  other's  embraces.' — '  I  am  convinced,  faid 

3  3  Mifi 
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Mifs  Matthews,  with  a  figh,  *  there  are  moments  in 
*  life  worth  purchafing  with  worlds.' — 

«  At  length  the  fatal  morning  came.  I  endea- 
voured to  hide  every  pang  of  my  heart,  and  to 
wear  the  utmoft  gaiety  in  my  countenance.  Ame- 
lia afted  the  fame  part.  In  thefe  alTumed  charac- 
ters we  met  the  family  at  breakfafl^  at  their  break- 
fad,  1  mean  j  for  we  were  both  full  already.  The 
do6tor  had  fpent  above  an  hour  that  morning  in 
difcourfe  with  Mrs.  Harris,  and  had  in  fome  mea- 
fure  reconciled  her  to  my  departure.  He  now 
made  ufe  of  every  art  to  relieve  the  poor  diftreffed 
Amelia  J  not  by  inveighing  againft  the  folly  of 
grief,  or  by  ferioufly  advifing  her  not  to  grieve  j 
both  which  were  fufEciently  performed  by  Mifs 
Betty.  The  doctor,  on  the  contrary,  had  recourfe 
to  every  means  which  might  call:  a  veil  over  the 
idea  of  grief,  and  raife  comfortable  images  in  my 
angel's  mind.  He  endeavoured  to  leffen  the  fup- 
poled  length  of  my  abfence,  by  difcourfing  on  mat- 
ters which  were  more  diftant  in  time.  He  faid,  he 
intended  next  year  to  rebuild  a  part  of  his  parfon- 
age-houfe. — "  And  you,  captain,"  fays  he,  "  fliall 
'  lay  the  corner-done,  I  promife  you  i"  with  many 
other  inftances  of  the  like  nature,  v.'hich  produced, 
I  believe,  fome  good  effccl  on  us  both, 
*  Amelia  fpoke  but  little  j  indeed  more  tears  than 
words  dropt  from  her  ;  however,  fl:ie  feemed  re- 
folved  to  bear  her  afHiftion  with  refignation.  But 
when  the  dreadful  news  arrived  that  the  horfes 
were  ready,  and  I,  having  taken  my  leave  of  all 
the  reft,  at  laft  approached  her  ;  ike  was  unable 
to  fupport  the  confli6t  with  nature  any  longer  j 
and  clinging  round  my  neck,  fhe  cried, — •*  Fare- 
'  vvel,  farewel  for  everj  for  I  fh all  never,  never, 
^^  fee  you  more."  At  which  words  the  blood  en- 
'  tircly  forfook  her  lovely  cheeks,  and  fhe  became 
^  a  lifeiefs  corpfe  in  my  arms, 

*  Amelia 
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'  Amelia  continued  fo  long  motionlefs,  that  the 
'  doctor,  as  well  as  Mrs.  Harris,  began  to  be  under 

*  the  moft  terrible  apprehenfions  :  fo  they  informed 

*  me  afterwards  ;  for  at  that  time  1  was  incapable 

*  of  making  any  obfervation.     I   had  indeed  very 

*  little  more  ufe  of  my  fenfes  than  the  dear  creature 

*  whom  I  fupported.     At  length,  however,  we  were 

*  all  delivered  from  our  fears;  and  life  again  vifjted 
'  the  lovelieft  manfion  that  human  nature  ever  af- 
'  forded  it. 

*  I  had  been,  and  yet  was,  fo  terrified  with  what 

*  had  happened,  and  Amelia  continued  yet  fo  weak 
'  and  ill,  that  I  determined,  wiiatever  might  be  the 

*  confequence,  not  to  leave  her  that  day  j  which  re- 

*  folution  Cnc  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with,  than 
<  flie  fell  on  her  knees,  crying,  "  Good  Heaven  ! 
'^  I  thank  thee  for  this  reprieve  at  leaft.  Oh  !  that 
"  every  hour  of  my  future  life  could  be  crammed 
*'  into  this  dear  day," 

*  Our  good  friend  the  doi5lor  remained  with  us. 

*  He  faid,  he  had  intended  to  vifit  a  family  in  fome 
'  afPiiflion  ;   but  I  don't  know,  fays  he,  why  I  fhould 

*  ride  a  dozen  miles  after  afflidion,  when  we  have 

*  enough   here.     Of  all  mankind  the  do6lor  is  the 

*  beft  of  comforters.      As  his  exceflive  good-nature 

*  makes  him  take  vaft  delight  in  the  office  ;  fo  his 

*  great  penetration  into  the  human  mind,  joined  to 

*  his  great  experience,  renders  him  the  moll  wonder- 

*  ful  proficient  in  it;   and  he  fo  well  knows  when  to 

*  footh,  when  to  reafon,  and  when  to  ridicule,  that 
'  he  never   applies  any  of   thofe  arts   improperly, 

*  which  is  almoft  univerlally  the  cafe  with  the  phy- 

*  ficians  of  the  mind,  and  whicli   it  requires  very 

*  great  judgment  and  dexterity  to  avoid. 

*  The  doctor  principally  applied  liimtclf  to  ridi- 

*  culin;?  the  dangers  of  the  fieo-e,   in  which  he  fuc- 

*  ceeded  fo  well,  that  he  fomctimes  forced  a  fmile 
'  even  into  the  face  of  Amelia.     But  what  moft 

S  4.  *  comforted 
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*  comforted  her,   were  the  arguments  he  iifed  to 

*  convince  her  of  the  probability  of  my  fpeedy,  if 
■^  not  immediate  return.  He  faid,  the  general  opi- 
'  nion  was,  that  the  place  would  be  taken  before 
'  our  arrival  there.     In  which  cafe,  we  fliould  have 

*  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to  make  the  bcft  of  our 

*  way  hpme  again. 

*  Amelia  was  fo  lulled  by  thefe  arts,  that  Ihe  paiTed 

*  the  day  much  better  than  I  expefled.     Though  the 

*  doctor  could  not  make  pride  (Irong  enough  to  con- 

*  querloves  yet,  he  exalted  the  former  to  make 

*  fome  ftand  againft  the  latter;  infomuch  that  my 

*  poor  Amelia,  I  believe,  more  than  once,  flattered 

*  herfelf,  to  fpeak  the  language  of  the  world,  that 

*  her  reafon  had  gained  an   entire  victory  over  her 

*  paflion  J  till  love  brought  up  a  reinforcement,  if  I 

*  may  ufe  that  term,  of  tender  ideas,  and  bore  down 
'  all  before  him. 

*  In  the  evening,  the  do(5lor  and  I  palTed  another 
^  half  hour  together,   when  he  propofed    to  me  to 

*  endeavour   to  leave  Amelia  aflecp  in   the   morn- 

*  ing,  and  promifed  me  to  be  at  hand  when  fhe 
'  awaked,  and  to  fupport  her  with  all  the  affiftance 

*  in  his  power.  He  added,  that  nothing  was  more 
'  foolifli,    than   for   friends   to   take  leave   of  each 

*  other.  It  is  true,  indeed,  fays  he,  in  the  com- 
'  mon  acquaintance   and  friendfhip  of  the  world, 

*  this  is  a  very  harmlefs  ceremony  f  but  between 

*  two  perfons,  who  really  love  each  other,  the 
'  church  of  Rome  never  invented   a  penance  half 

*  fo  fevere  as  this,  which  we  abfurdly  impofe  on 
^  ourfelves. 

*  I    greatly    approved    the    doctor's    propofal ; 

*  thanked   him,  and  promifed,  if  polTible,   to  put 

*  it  in  execution.     He  then  fliook  me  by  the  hand, 

*  and  heartily  wiilied  me  well,  faying,  in  his  blunt 

*  way;  "Well,  boy,  I  hope  to  fee  thee  crowned 
'^  with  laurels  at  thy  return  3  one  comfort  I  have 

"at 
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ff  at  lead,  that  ftone  walls  and  a  lea  will  prevent 
**  thee  from  running  away." 

*  When  I  had  left  the  doflor,  I  repaired  to  my 
'  Amelia,    whom   I   found    in    her    chamber,    em- 

*  ployed  in  a  very  different  manner  from  what  fhc 
'  had   been   the  preceding   night;    fhe  was  bufy  in 

*  packmg  up  Tome  trinkets  in  a  calket,  which  ihe 
«  defired  me  to  carry  with  me.  This  caflcet  was  her 
?  own  work,   and  llie  had  juft  faftened  it  as  I  came 

*  to  her. 

*  Her   eyes   very  plainly   difcovered    what   had 

*  palTed  while  fhe  v/as  engaged  in  her  work ,    how- 

*  ever,    her  countenance  was  now  ferene,  and  fhe 

*  (poke,  at  leail,  with  fome  cheerfulnefs.     But  after 

*  fome  time,  **  You  mi'ft  take  care  of  this  cafl^et, 
«'  Billy,"  laid  (he.— '<  You  mull,  indeed,  Billy— 
"  for — "   here   paflion    almoft    choked    her,    till  a 

*  flood  of  tears  gave  her  relief,  and   then  fhe  pro- 

*  ceeded — "  For  I  fhall  be  the  happieft  woman  that 
"  ever  was  born  when  I  fee  it  again." — I  told  her, 

*  with   the  bleffing   of  God  that  day  would   foon 

*  come.  "  Soon  !"  anfwered  flie, — "  No,  Billy,  not 
"  foon;  a  week  is  an  agcj — but  yet  the  happy  day 
*^  may  come.  It  fhall,  it  mu(i,  it  will  ! — Yes, 
<*  Billy,  we  fliall  meet  never  to  part  again  ; — even 
"  in  this  world  I  hope." Pardon  my  weaknefs, 

*  Mils  Matthews,  but  upon  my  foul  I  cannot  help 
«  it,'  cried  he,  wiping  his  eyes — *  Well,  I  wonder 
'  at  your  patience,  and  I  will  try  it  no  longer, 
'  Amelia  tired  out  with  fo  long  a  ftruggle  be- 
^  tween  variety  of  paffions,   and  having  not  clofed 

*  her  eyes  during  three  fucceflfive  nights,   towards 

*  the  morning  fell  into  a  profound  fleep.     In  which 

*  fleep  I  left  her — and  having  dreit  myfelf  with  all 

*  the    expedition    imaginable,    finging,    whiftlins^, 

*  hurrying,  attempting  by  every  method  to  baniili 

*  thought,  I  mounted  my  horfe,  which  I  had  over 
f  night  ordered  to  be  ready,  and  galloped  away 
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*  from  that  houfe  where  all  my  treafure  was  depo- 
«  fited. 

'  Thus,  Madam,  I  have,  in  obedience  to  your 

*  commands,  run  through  a  fcene,  which,  if  it  hath 

*  been  tirefome  to  you,  you  muft  yet  acquit  me  of 
^  having  obtruded  upon  you.     This  I  am  convinced 

*  of,  that  no  one  is  capable  of  tailing  fuch  a  fcene, 

*  who  hath  not  a  heart  full  of  tendernefs,  and  per- 

*  haps  not  even  then,  unlefs  he  hath  been  in  the 
<  fame  fituation.' 

CHAP.     III. 

In  which  Mr,  Booth  fets  forward  on  his  journey, 

*  TT|7  ^■^^^    Madam,  we  have  now  taken  our 

*  VV     leave  of  Amelia.     I   rode  a  full  mile  be- 

*  fore  I  once  fuffered  mylelf  to  look  back  •,  but  now 
'  being  come  to  the  top  of  a  little  hill,    the  laft 

*  fpot  I  knew  which  could  give  me  a  profpecl  of 

*  Mrs.  Harris's  houfe,  my  refokition  failed  :  I  dope 

*  and  caft  my  eyes  backward.     Shall  1  tell  you  what 

*  I  felt  at  that  inftant  ?    I  do  affure  you  I  am  not 

*  able.      So   many   tender  ideas  crowded  at  once 

*  into  my  mind,  that,   if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion, 

*  they  almoft  dilTolved  my  heart.  And  now,  Ma- 
'  dam,  the  moft  unfortunate  accident  came  firfl 
'  into  my  head.     This  was,  that  I  had  in  the  hurry 

*  and   confufion    left  the  dear  cafket  behind   me, 

*  The  thought  of  goins;  back  at  firft  fugo-efted  it- 

*  felf;  but  the  confequences  of  that  were  too  ap- 
'  parent.     I  therefore  refolved  to  fend  my  man,  and 

*  in  the  mean  time  to  ride  on  foftly  on  my  road. 

*  He  immediately  executed  my  orders,   and  afcer 

*  fome   time,   feeding  my  eyes  with  that  delicious 

*  and  yet  heart-felt  profpeft,   I  at  laft  turned  my 

*  horfe  to  defcend  the  hill,  and  proceeded  about  a 

*  hundred  yards,   when,   confidering   with    myfelf, 

*  that  I  fliould  lofe  no  time    by  a  fecond  indul- 

*  gence. 
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gence,  I  again  turned  back,  and  once  more  feafl- 
ed  nny  fight  with  the  lanie  painful  pleafure,  till 
my  man  returned,  bringing  me  the  cafket,  and  an 
account  that  Amelia  ftiU  continued  in  the  Tweet 
fleep  I  left  her. — I  now  fuddenly  turned  my  horfe 
for  the  laft  time,  and  with  the  utmoft  refolution 
purfued  my  journey. 

*  I  perceived  my  man  at  his  return — But  be- 
fore I  mention  any  thing  of  him,  it  may  be  pro* 
per,  Madam,  to  acquaint  you  who  he  was.  He 
was  the  fofter-brother  of  my  Amelia.  This 
young  fellow  had  taken  it  into  his  head  to  go 
into  the  army;  and  he  was  defirous  to  ferve  un- 
der my  command.  The  do6lor  confented  to  dif^ 
charge  him  j  his  mother  at  lafl:  yielded  to  his 
importunities;  and  1  was  very  eafily  prevailed  on 
to  lift  one  of  the  handfomeft  young  fellows  in 
England. 

'  You  will  eafily  believe  I  had  ibme  little  par- 
tiality to  one  whofe  milk  Amelia  had  fucked; 
but  as  he  had  never  ieen  the  regiment,  I  had  no 
opportunity  to  fliew  him  any  great  mark  of  favour. 
Indeed,  he  wailed  on  me  as  my  fcrvantj  and  I 
treated  dim  with  all  the  tendernefs  v/hich  can  be 
ufed  to  one  in  that  ftation. 

'  When  I  was  about  to  change  into  the  horfe- 
guards,  the  poor  fellow  began  to  droop,  fearing 
that  he  Ihould  no  longer  be  in  the  fame  corps 
with  me,  though  certainly  that  would  not  have 
been  the  cafe.  However,  he  had  never  men- 
tioned one  word  of  his  dilTatisfaAion. — He  is  in- 
deed a  fellow  of  a  noble  fpirit ;  but  when  he  heard 
that  1  was  to  remain  where  I  was,  and  that  we 
were  to  go  to  Gibraltar  together,  he  fell  into 
tranfporis  of  joy,  little  fliort  of  madnefs.  In 
fliort,  the  poor  fellow  had  imbibed  a  very  llrong 
affection  for  me  j  though  this  was  what  I  knew 
nothing  of  till  long  after, 

*  When 
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«  When  he  returned  to  me  then,  as  I  was  faying, 
with  the  cafket,  I  obferved  his  eyes  all  over  blub- 
bered with  tears.  I  rebuked  him  a  little  too  rafh- 
ly  on  this  occafion.  Heyday  !  fays  I,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this;  I  hope  I  have  not  a  milk- fop 
with  me.  If  I  thought  you  would  fhew  fuch  a 
face  to  the  enemy,  I  would  leave  you  behind, — 
Your  honour  need  not  fear  that,  anfwered  he,  I 
(hall  find  no  body  there  that  I  (hall  love  v/ell 
enough  to  make  me  cry.  I  was  highly  pleafed 
with  this  anfwer,  in  which  I  thought  I  could 
difcover  both  fenfe  and  fpirit.  I  then  afked  him 
what  had  occafioned  thole  tears  fince  he  had  left 
me  (for  he  had  no  fign  of  any  at  that  time), 
and  whether  he  had  feen  his  mother  at  Mrs.  Har- 
ris's ?  He  anfwered  in  the  negative,  and  begged 
that  I  would  afk  him  no  more  queftions ;  adding, 
that  he  was  not  very  apt  to  cry,  and  he  hoped 
he  fhould  never  give  me  fuch  another  opportunity 
of  blaming  him.  I  mention  this  only  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  his  affeflion  towards  me;  for  I  never 
could  account  for  thofe  tears,  any  otherwife  than 
by  placing  them  to  the  account  of  that  diflrefs  in 
which  he  left  me  at  that  time.  We  travelled  full 
forty  miles  that  day  without  baiting,  when  arriv- 
ing at  the  inn  where  I  intended  to  refb  that  night, 
I  retired  immediately  to  my  chamber,  with  my 
dear  Amelia's  cafket,  the  opening  of  which  was 
the  nicefl:  repaft,  and  to  which  every  other  hun- 
ger gave  way. 

*  It  is  impoiTible  to  mention  to  you  all  the  little 
matters  with  which  Amelia  had  furnifhed  this 
caflvet.  It  contained  medicines  of  all  kind?, 
which  her  mother,  who  was  the  Lady  Bountiful 
of  that  country,  had  fupplied  her  with.  The 
mott  valuable  of  all  to  me  was  a  lock  of  her  dear 
hair,  which  I  have  from  that  time  to  this  worn  in 
my  bofom.  What  would  I  have  then  given  foi* 
a  little  pi(flure  of  my  dear  angel,  which  fhe  had 
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<  loft  from  her  chamber  about  a  month  before  ?  and 

*  which  we  had   the  higheft  reafon  in  the  world  to 

*  imagine  her  filter  had   taken  away  j    for  the  fuf- 

*  picion   lay  only  between   her  and  Amelia's  maid, 

*  who  was  of  all  creatures  the  honeftell,  and  whom 

*  her  millrefs  had  often  irufted  with  things  of  much 

*  greater  value  j  for  the  pidlure  which  was  fet  in 
«  gold,  and  had  two  or  three  little  diamonds  round 
'  it,  was  worth  about  twelve  guineas  only ;  where- 
'  as  Amelia  left  jewels  in  her  care  of  much  greater 

*  value.' 

*  Sure,'  cries  Mifs  Matthews,  '  flie  could  not  be 

*  fuch  a  paultry  pilferer'. 

*  Not  on  account  of  the  gold  or  the  jewels,'  cries 
Booth.     *  We  imputed  it  to  mere  fpite,  with  which 

*  I  afTure  you  Ihe  abounds  ;  and  flie  knew  that  next 
'  to   Amelia   herfelf,    there   was    nothing    which  I 

*  valued   fo  much  as  this  little  picture ;  for  fuch  a 

*  refemblance  did  it  bear  of  the  original,  that  Ho- 
'  garth  himfclf  did  never,  I  believe,  draw  a  ftronger 
'  likenefs.     Spite  therefore  was  the  only  motive  to 

*  this  cruel  depredation  j    and  indeed  her  behaviour 

*  on  the  occafion  fufficiently  convinced  us  both  of 

*  the  juftice  of  our  fufpicion,  though  we  neither  of 
'  us  durft  accufe  her  ;    and  (he  herfelf  had  the  alfur- 

*  ance  to  infifl:  very  ftrongly  (though  Hie  could  not 
'  prevail)  with  Amelia,  to  turn  away  her  innocent 
<  maid,  faying,  (lie  would  not  live  in  the  houfe  with 
'  a  thief.' 

Mifs  Matthews  now  difcharged  fome  curfcs  on 
Mifs  Betty,  not  much  worth  repeating,  and  then 
Mr.  Booth  proceeded  in  his  relation. 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

A  fea-piece* 

*  rr^HE  next  day  we  joined  the  regiment,  which 
'     JL     ^'^^s   foon   after  to  embark.     Nothing  but 

*  mirth  and  jollity  were  in  the  countenance  of  every 

*  officer  and  foldierj    and    as   I    now   met   feveral 

*  friends  whom  I  had  not  feen  for  above  a  year  be- 

*  fore,  I  pafled  feveral  happy  hours,  in  which  poor 

*  Amelia's  image  feldom  obtruded  itfelf  to  inter- 

*  rupt  my  pleafure.      To  confefs  the  truth,   dear 

*  Mifs  Matthev^s,   the  tendered  of  pafiions  is  capa« 

*  ble  of  Ibbfiding;    nor  is  abfence  from  our  dearefi: 

*  friends  fo  unfupportable  as  it  may  at  firft  appear, 

*  Diftance  of  time   and  place  do  really  cure  v;hat 

*  they  feem  to  aggravate  j    and  taking  leave  of  our 

*  friends  refembles  taking  leave  of  the  world  ;   con- 

*  cerning  which  it  hath  been  often  faid,  that  it  is 
'  not  death,  but  dying,  which  is  terrible.' — Here 
Mifs  Matthews  burft  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and 
cried,  ^  I  fmccrely  a(l<.  your  pardon  j    but  I  cannot 

*  help  laughing  at  the  gravity  of  your  philofophy.' 
Booth  anfwered.  That  rhe  doflrine  of  the  palTions 
had  been  always  his  favourite  ftudy  j  that  he  was 
convinced  every  man  a6led  entirely  from  that  paf- 
fion  which  was  uppermofl;;  *  Can  I  then  think,' 
faid  he,  *  v^^ithout  entertaining  the  utmoit  contempt 
*^  for  myfelf,    that  any  pleafure  upon  earth  could 

*  drive  r:  e  thoughts  of  Amelia  one  inltant  from  my 

*  mind  ? 

*  At   length   we   embarked   aboard   a   tranfporr, 

*  and   failed   for  Gibraltar  j    but    ihe   wind,    which 

*  was  at  firll  fair,  foon  chopped  about  j    fo   that  Vvc 

*  were  obliged,  for  feveral  days,  to  beat  to  wind- 

*  ward,  as    the   fea   phrafe  is.      During  this  tim.e, 

*  the   tafle  which   I   had  of  a  fcafaring  life  did  not 

*  appear  extremely  agreeable.     We  rolled  up  and 

*  down 
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down  in  a  little  narrow  cabbin,  in  which  were 
three  officers,  all  of  us  extremely  fea-fick ;  our 
ficknefs  being  much  aggravated  by  the  motion  of 
the  fhip,  by  the  view  of  each  other,  and  by  the 
ftench  of  the  men.  But  this  was  but  a  little 
tafte  indeed  of  the  mifery  which  was  to  follow ; 
for  we  were  got  about  fix  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  Scilly,  when  a  violent  ftorm  arofe  at 
north-eaft,  which  foon  raifed  the  waves  to  the 
height  of  mountains.  The  horror  of  this  is  not 
to  be  adequately  defcribed  to  thofe  who  have 
never  feen  the  like.  The  ftorm  began  in  the 
evening,  and  as  the  clouds  brought  on  the  night 
apace,  it  was  foon  entirely  dark ;  nor  had  we, 
during  many  hours,  any  other  light  than  what 
was  caufed  by  the  jarring  elements,  which  fre- 
quently fent  forth  flafhes,  or  rather  ftreams  of 
fire;  and  whilft  thefe  prefented  the  moft-  dreadful 
objefts  to  our  eyes,  the  roaring  of  the  winds, 
the  daOiing  of  the  waves  againft  the  fliip  and 
each  other,  formed  a  found  altogether  as  horrible 
for  our  ears;  while  our  fliip,  fometimes  lifted 
up  as  it  were  to  the  fkies,  and  fometimes  fwept 
away  at  once  as  into  the  loweft  abyfs,  feemed  to 
be  the  fport  of  the  winds  and  feas.  The  cap- 
tain himfelf  almoft  gave  all  for  loft,  and  expreft 
his  apprehenfion  of  being  inevitably  caft  on  the 
rocks  of  Scilly,  and  beat  to  pieces.  And  now, 
while  fome  on  board  were  addrefiing  themfelves 
to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  others  applying  for 
comfort  to  ftrong  liquors,  my  whole  thoughts 
were  entirely  engaged  by  my  Amelia.  A  thou- 
fand  tender  ideas  crowded  into  my  mind.  I  can 
truly  fay,  that  I  had  not  a  fingle  confideration 
about  myfelf,  in  which  flie  was  not  concerned. 
Dying  to  me  was  leaving  her;  and  the  fear  of 
never  feeing  her  more,  was  a  dagger  ftuck  in  my 
heart.  Again,  all  the  terrors  with  which  this 
ftorm,  if  it  reached  iier  ears,   niuft  fill  her  gentle 

*  mind 
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mind  on  my  account,  and  the  agonies  which  fhci 
mufl:  undergo,  when  fhe  heard  of  my  fate,  gave 
me  fuch  intolerable  pangs,  that  I  now  repented 
my  refolution,  and  wifhed,  I  own  1  wifhed,  that 
I  had  taken  her  advice,  and  preferred  love  and  a 
cottage  to  all  the  dazzling  charms  of  honour. 
*  While  I  was  tormenting  myfelf  with  thofe  me- 
ditations, and  had  concluded  myfelf  as  certainly 
loft,  the  mafler  came  into  the  cabin,  and  with 
a  cheerful  voice,  afTured  us  that  we  had  efcaped 
the  danger,  and  that  vve  had  certainly  paft  to  the 
weflvv'ard  of  the  rock.  This  was  comfortable 
news  to  all  prefent;  and  my  captain,  who  had 
been  fome  time  on  his  knees,  leapt  fcddenly  up, 
and  teftified  his  joy  with  a  greach  oath. 
^  A  perfon  unufed  to  the  Tea  v^ould  have  been 
aftonifhed  at  the  fatisfadlion  v/hich  now  difcovered 
itfelf  in  the  mafter  or  in  any  on  board  ;  for  the 
ftorm  fbill  raged  ■  with  great  violence,  and  the 
daylight  which  now  appeared,  prefented  us  with 
fights  of  horror  fufficient  to  terrify  minds  which 
were  not  abfolute  flaves  to  the  .pafTion  of  fear; 
but  fo  great  is  the  force  of  habit,  that  what  in- 
fpires  a  landman  with  the  higheft  apprehenfion 
of  danger,  gives  not  the  lealt  concern  to  a  failor> 
to  whom  rocks  and  quickfands  are  almoft  the 
only  objeifts  of  terror. 

'  The  mailer,  however,  was  a  little  miftaken  in 
the  prefent  inftance;  for  he  had  not  left  the  ca- 
bin above  an  hour,  before  my  man  came  running 
to  me,  and  acquainted  me  that  the  Ihip  was  half 
full  of  water;  that  the  Tailors  were  going  to  hoift 
out  the  boat  and  fave  themfclves,  and  begged 
me  to  come  that  moment  along  v^^ith  him,  as  I 
tendered  my  prefcrvation.  With  this  account^ 
which  was  conveyed  to  me  in  a  whifper,  I  ac- 
quainted both  the  captain  and  enfignj  and  we 
all  together  immediately  mounted  the  deck,  where 
we  found  the  mafter  making  ufe  of  all  his  ora- 

*  tory 
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*  tory  to  peiTuade  the  Tailors  that  the  fKip  was  in  no 
.*  danger  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  employing  all  his 
'  authority  to  let  the  pumps  a-going,  which  he  af- 

*  fured  them  would  keep  the  water  under,  and  iave 

*  his  dear  Lovely  Peggy  (for  that  was  the  name  of 

*  the  fliip),  which  he  I'wore  he  loved  as  dearly  as  his 

*  own  foul. 

*  Indeed  this  fufficiently  appeared  j    for  the  leak 

*  was  (^o  great,  and  the  water  flowed  in  fo  plenci- 

*  fully,   that  liis  Lovely  Peggy  was  half  filled,   be- 

*  fore   he   could    be  brought  to  think  of  quitting 

*  her;  but  now  the  boat  was  brought  alongfide 
^  therhi[);   and    the  mader  himfelf,    notwithftand- 

*  ing   all    his   love  for  her,  quitted    his   fnip,    and 

*  leapt  into  the  boar.    Every  man  prefent  attempted 

*  to  follow  his   example,,  when  I   heard    the  voice 

*  of  my  fervant  roaring  forth  my  name  in  a  kind  of 

*  agony.     1  made  direttly  to  the  fliip  fide,   but  was 

*  too  lare;    for  the   boat,  being  already  overladcin, 

*  [)ut  direcflly  off.  And  now.  Madam,  I  am  going 
'  to  relate  to  you  an  inliance  of  heruic  affeclion  in 
'  a  poor   fellow. towards  his  m after,  to  which  love 

*  itlelf,    even  among  perfons  of  iuperior  education, 

*  can  produce  but  fevv  fnnilar  inflcinces.  My  poor 
'  man  being  unal)le  to  get  me  with  him  into  the 
'  boar,    k-apt  fuddcniy  into  the  lea,   and  fwam  back 

*  to  the  Ihip;    and  v/hen   I  gently  rebuked  him  for 

*  his  ralhncfs,  he  anfwered,  He  chofe  rather  to  die 
'  with  me,  than  to  live  to  carry  the  account  of  my 

*  death  to  my  Amelia  ;    at  the  fame  time  burltin"- 

*  into  a  flood  ol  tears,  he  cried,  '*  Good  Heavens  ! 
<*  what  Will  that  poor  lady  feel  when  flie  hears  of 
'*  this  !"  *  This  tender  concern  for  my  dear  love 
'  endeared   the  poor  fellow  more  to    me,   than    the 

*  gallant  inflance  which  he  had  jLifl  before  given  of 
<  his  affecftion  towards  myfelf. 

*  And  now.  Madam,  my  eyes  were  ihocked  with 

*  a  flght,  the  horror  of  which  can  fcarce  be  ima- 

*  gined  :     for   the   boat    had  Ic.irce  got   four  hun- 
VoL.  VIIL  T  *  drtrd 
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<  dred  yards  from  the  fhip,   when  it  was  fwallowed 

*  up  by  the  mercilefs  waves,  which  now  ran  fo  high, 
'  that  out  of  the  number  of  perfons  which  were  in 
'  the  boat  none  recovered  the  fliip;    though  many 

*  of  them  we  faw  miferably  perifh  before  our  eyes, 
'  fome  of  them  very  near  us,  without  any  poiTibility 
'  of  giving  them  the  leaft  afTiftance. 

*  But  whatever  we  felt  for  them,   we  felt,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  more  for  ourfelves,  expelling  every  minute 
'  when  we  fhould  fhare  the  fame  fate.      Among  the 

*  refb,  one  of  our  officers  appeared  quite  ftupified 

*  with  fear.     I  never  indeed  faw  a  more  miferable 

*  example  of  the  great  power  of  that  paflion  :  I 
'  mud  nor,  however,  omit  doing  him  jufiice,  by 
'  faying,  that  1  afterwards  faw  the  fame  man  be- 
'  have  v^ell  in  an   engagement,   in    which   he   was 

*  wounded.  Though  there  Hkewife  he  was  faid  to 
'  have  betrayed  the  fame  palTion  of  fear  in  his  coun- 
^  tenance. 

'  The  other  of  our  officers  was  no  lefs  ftupified 

*  f if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  with  fool-hardinefs, 
'  and  feemed  almoft  infenfible  of  his  danger.     Ta 

*  fay  the  truth,  I  have,  from  this  and  fome  other 
'  inftances  which  I  have  (een,  been  almoft  inclined 

<  to  think,   that  the  courage  as  well  as  cowardice  of 

*  fools  proceeds  from  not  knowing  what  is  or  what 
«  is  not  the  proper  obje£l  of  fear  j  indeed,^  w^e  may 
'  account  for  the  extreme  hardinefs  of  fome  men, 
«  in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  terrors  of  children 
«  at  a  bugbear.     I'he  child  knows  not  but  that  the 

<  bugbear  is  the  proper  object  of  fear,  the  block- 
«  head  knows  not  that  a  cannon  ball  is  fo. 

'  As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  ffiip's  crew,  and 
«  the  foldiery,  moll  of  them  were  dead  drunk ;  and 
'  the  reft  were  endeavouring,  as  faft  as  they  could, 

*  to  prepare  for  death  in  the  fame  manner. 

*  In  this  dreadful  fituation  we  were  taught  that 
f  no  human  condition  Ihould  infpire  men  whh  ab« 
«  folute  defpairj    for  as  the  ftorm  had  ceafed  for 

*  feme 


Chap.  4.  A  M  E  L  I  A.  275 

*  foir.e  time,  the  fwelling  of  the  fca  began  confide- 
'  rably  to  abates    and  we  now  perceived   the  man 

*  of  war  which  convoyed  us,    at   no  great  didance 

*  aftern.  Thofe  aboard  her  eafily  perceived  our 
'  diftrefs,  and  m.ade  towards  us.  When  they  came 
'  pretty  near,   they  hoifled  out  two  boats  to  our  af- 

*  fiftance.      Thefe  no  fooner  approached  the  fhip^ 

*  than  they  were  inftantaneouQy  filled,  and  I  myfelf 
^  got  a  place  in  one  of  them,  chiefly  by  the  aid  of 
'  my  honeil  fervanc,   of  whofe'  fidelity  to  me  on  all 

*  occafions  I  cannot  fpeak  or  think  too  highly.    In- 

*  deed,  1  got  into  the  boat  fo  much  the  more  eafily, 
'  as  a  great  number  on  board  the  fhip  were  ren- 
'  dered,  by  drink,  incapable  of  taking  any  care  for 
'  themfelves.  There  v;as  time,  however,  for  the 
'  boat  to  pafs  and  repafs  j   fo  that  when  we  came  to 

*  call  over  names,  three  only,   of  all  that  remained. 

*  in  the  fnip,  after  the  lofs  of  her  own  boat,  were 

*  mining. 

'  The  captain,  enfign,  and  myfelf  were  received 

'  with    many    congratulations    by    our   officers    on 

'  board  the  man  of  war. — The  fea  officers  too,   all 

*  except   the  captain,   paid   us    their  compliments, 

*  though  thefe  v.ere  of  the  rougher  kind,   and  not 

*  without  feveral  jokes  on  our  efcape.     As  for  the 

*  captain  himfeif,    we  fcarce  faw  him  during  many 

*  hours  J     and    when   he   appeared,    he    prel'ented   a 

*  view  of  majefly  beyond  any  that  I  had  ever  feen. 
'  The  dignity  which  he  preferved,   did  indeed  give 

*  me    rather   the    idea  of  a  Mogul,  or   a  Turkilh 

*  emperor,   tlian  of  any  of  the  monarchs  of  Chrif- 

*  tendom..     To  fay  the  truth,   I  could  refemble  his 

*  walk  on  the  deck  to  nothincr  but  to  the  imay-e  of 

*  Captain  Gulliver  ftrutting  among  the  Lilliputians; 

*  he  feemed   to  think  himfeif  a  being  of  an  order 

*  fuperior  to  all   around  him,  and  more  efpecially 

*  to  us  of  the  land  fervice.     Nay,  fuch  vvas  the  be- 

*  haviour  of  all  the  fea  officers  and  failors  to  U3 
'  and  our  foldiers,   that  inftead  of  appearing  to  be 

T  2  *  lubjects 
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<  fubjecfls  of  the  fame  prince,  engaged  in  one  quar- 
«  rel,  and  joined  to  fupport  one  caufe  ;  we  land- 
'  men  rather  feemed  to  be  captives  on  board  an 
'  enemy's  veiTcl.     This   is  a  grievous  misfortune, 

*  and  often  proves  fo  fatal  to  the  fervice,  that  it  is 

*  great  pity  Ibme  means  could  not  be  found  of  cur- 
'  ing  it.' 

Here  Mr.  Booth  ftopt  a  wliile,  to  take  breath. 
"We  will  therefore  give  the  fame  refrefhment  to  the 
reader, 

CHAP.     V. 

Ihe  arrival  of  Booth  at  Gibraltar,  'ix'i//^  what  there 
bejel  him* 

<  'TpHE  adventures,'  continued  Booth,   'which 

*  ^     hapened   to  me  from  this  day  till  my  arri- 

*  val  at  Gibraltar,  are  not  worth  recounting  to  you. 
'  After  a  voyage,   the  remainder  of  which  was  to- 

*  lerably  profperous,   we  arrived  in  that   garrifon, 

*  the  natural  ftrength  of  which  is  fo  well  known  to. 
'  the  whole  world. 

'  About  a  week  after  my  arrival,  it  was  my  for- 

'tune  to  be  ordered  on  a  fally-party,   in  which  my 

'  left  leg   was   broke   with   a   mufket-ball  ;    and  I 

*  fhould  mod  certainly  have  either  periflied  mife- 
'  rably,   or   muft    have  owed    my   prefervation    to 

<  fome  oT  the  enemy,    had  not  my  faithful  fervant 

<  carried  me  off  on  his  (boulders,  and  afterwards, 
'  with  the  affiftance  of  one  of  his  comrades,  brouglit 
*■  me  back  into  the  garrifon. 

*  The  agony  of  my  wound  was  fo  great,  that  it 

*  threw  me  into  a  fever,  from  whence  my  furgeon 
'  apprehended   much  danger,     I  now  began  again 

*  to  feel  for  my  Amelia,  and  for  myfelf  on  her  ac- 
'  count ;  and  the  diforder  of  my  m^ind,  occafioned 
'  by  fuch  melancholy  contemplations,  very  highly 
'  aggravated  the  diftemper  of  my  body  ;  infomuch 

*  that 
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'  that  it  would  probably  have  'proved  fatal,   had  it 

*  not  been  for  the  friendfhip  of  one  Captain  James, 

*  an  officer  of  our  regiment,  and  an  old  acquaint- 
'  ance,   who  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  pleafanteft 

*  companions,   and  one  of  the  beft-natured  men  in 

*  the  world.     This  worthy  man,    who   had  a   head 

*  and  a  heart  perfectly  adequate  to  every  office  of 
'  friendffiip,  flayed  with  me  almoft  day  and  night 
'  during  my  illnefs  j  and  by  flrengthening  my  hopes, 

*  raifing   my    fpirits,    and   cheering   my    thoughts, 

*  preferved  me  from  defl:ru6lion. 

*  The  behaviour  of  this  man  alone  is  a  fufficient 
'  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  doftrine,   that  all  men 

*  a6t  entirely  from  their  paffions  j  for  Bob  James 
'  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  a6t  from  any  motive  of 
'  virtue  or  religion  ;    fince  he  conllantly  laughs  at 

*  both  j    and  yet  his  condu6l  towards  me  alone  de- 

*  monllrates   a   degree  of  goodnefs,    which,    per- 

*  haps,   fev/  of  the  votaries  of  either  virtue  or  re- 

*  ligion  can  equal.' 

*  You  need  not  take  much  pains,*  anfwered  Mifs 
Matthews,  with  a  fmile,  *  to  convince  me  of  your 
'  do6trine.     I  have  been  always  an  advocate  for  the 

*  fame.     I  look  upon  the  two  words  you  mention, 

*  to  ferve  only  as  clokes  under  which  hypocrify 
'  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  cheat  the  world.  I 
'  have  been  of  that  opinion  ever  fince  I  read  that 
f  charming  fellow  Mandevil.' 

*  Pardon  me.  Madam,'  anfwered  Booth,  *  I  hope 
'  you    do   not  agree   with  Mandevil   neither,  who 

*  hath  reprefented  human  nature  in  a  picflure  of 
'  the  highell  deformity.     He  hath   left  out  of  his 

*  fyftem  the  beft  paffion  which  the  mind  can  poffefs, 

*  and  attempts  to  derive  the  effi^cfts  or  energies  of 

*  that  paffion,  from  the  bafe  impuKcs  of  pride  or 

*  fear.  Whereas  it  is  as  certain  that  love  exifls  in 
<  the  mind  of  man,  as  that  its  oppofite  hatred  doth  ; 

*  and  the  fame  reafons  will  equally  prove  the  exilt- 

*  ence  of  the  one  as  the  exiilence  of  the  other,' 

T  ^  M  don't 
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'  I  don't  know,  indeed,'  replied  the  lady,  *  I  never 

'  thought  much  about  the  matter.     This  1  know, 

«  that   when    I    read    Mandevil,    I  thought  all    he 

'  faid  was  true;   and  1  have  been  often  told,  that  he 

*  proves  religion  and  virtue  to  be  only  mere  names. 

*  However,    if  he  denies   there  is  any  fuch  thing 

*  as  love,  that  is  moft  certainly  wrong. — I  am  afraid 
'  I  can  give  him  the  lie  myfeif.' 

*  1  will  join  with  ycuj  Madam,  in  that,'  anfwered 
Booth,  ^  at  any  time.' 

*  Will   you  join  with  me?'   anfwered  fhe,   look- 
ing eagerly  at  him — *  O  Mr.  Booth  !  I  know  not 

*  what  I  was  going  to  fay — What — Where  did  you 

*  leave  off? — I  would  not  interrupt  you — but  1  am 

*  imj  atlent  to  know  fomething.' 

*  What,  Madam  ?'    cries  Booth,  '  if  I  can  give 

*  you  any  fatisfadion.' 

'  No,   no,'  faid  fhe,  *  I  muft  hear  all,  I  would 

*  not  for  the  world  break  the  thread  of  your  ftory 
'  — Befides,  I  am  afraid  to  afk — Pray,  pray.  Sir,  go 
'  on.' 

*  Well,    Madam,*    cries  Booth,    *  I  think   I  was 
<  mentioning    the    extraordinary  a6ls  of  friendfhip 

*  done  me  by  Captain  James  -,  nor  can  I  help  tak- 
'  ing  notice  of  the  almofl:  unparelleled  fidelity  of 
'  poor  Atkinfon    (for    that  was  my  man's   name), 

*  who  was  not  only  conftant  in  the  afTiduity  of  his 
'  attendance,   but,  during  the  time  of  my  danger, 

*  demonftrated  a  concern  for  m.e  which  I  can  hard- 

*  ly  account  for,  as  my  prevailing  on  his  captain  to 

*  make  him  a  ferjeant  was  the  ftrfr  favour  he  ever 
'  received    at  my  hands,  and   this   did  not   happen 

*  till  I  was  almoit  perfedly  recovered  of  my  broken 

*  lee-.  Poor  fellow  1  I  Ihall  never  forget  the  extra- 
«  vagant  joy  his  halbert  gave  him  j  I  remember  it 
'  the  more,  becaufe  it  was  one  of  the  happieft  days 
^  of  my  own  life  ;    for  it  was  upon  this  day  that 

*  I   received  a  letter  from  my  dear  Amelia,  after  a 

'  long 
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long  filence,  acquainting  nne  that  fhe  was  out  of 
all  danger  from  her  lying-in. 

*  I  was  now  once  more  able  to  perform  my  duty; 
when  (fo  unkind  was  the  fortune  of  war)  the 
fecond  time  I  mounted  the  guard,  I  received  a 
violent  contufion  from  the  burfting  of  a  bomb. 
I  was  felled  to  the  ground,  where  I  lay  breathlefs 
by  the  blow,  till  honeft  Atkinfon  came  to  my 
afliftance,  and  conveyed  me  to  my  room,  where 
a  furgeon  immediately  attended  me. 

*  The  injury  I  had  now  received  was  much  more 
dangerous  in  my  furgeon's  opinion  than  the  for- 
mer j  it  caufed  me  to  fpit  blood,  and  was  attend- 
ed with  a  fever,  and  other  bad  fymptoms ;  fo  that 
very  fatal  confequences  were  apprehended. 

'  In   this   fituation,     the    image   of   my   Amelia 
haunted   me  day  and  night ;   and  the   apprehen- 
fions  of  never  feeing   her  more  were    fo  intole- 
rable,   that  1  had  thoughts  of  refigning  my  com- 
mifTion,   and    returning   home,    weak    as    I    was, 
that  I   might  have,    at   leaft,    the  fatisfadlion    of 
dying  in  the  arms  of  my  love.     Captain  James, 
however,  perfilted  in  dilTuading  me  from  any  fuch 
refolution.      He   told    me,    my  honour  was    too 
much  concerned,   attempted  to  raife  my  liopes  of 
recovery  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  j    but  chiefly 
he  prevailed   on    me    by   fuggeding,    that  if  the 
word   which    I    apprehended,    fliould    happen,    it 
was  much  better  for  Amelia,  that  flie  fliould  be 
ab'ent    than  prefent  in   fo   melancholy  an    hour, 
1  know,"    cried   he,     "  the  extreme  j-  y   which 
mull  arife  in  you  from  meeting  again  with  Ame- 
lia,   and  the   comfort  of  expiring  in   !:er  arms  ; 
but  conlidcr  what  flie  hcrfclf   mutt  endure  upon 
the  dreadful  occafion,   and  you  would  not   wifh 
to    purchafe  any   happinefs    at    the  price    of  [q 
much  pain  to  her."     This  argument,   at  length, 
prevailed   on   mej    and   it   was  after   many  long 
debates  refolved,   that  Ihe  fliould  not  even  know 
T  4  *  my 
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'  my  prefent  condition,  till  my  doom  either  for  life 

*  or  death  was  abfoiutely  fixed.* 

'  Oh  !  Heavens  1  hov/  great  !  how  generous  !' 
cried  Mifs  Matthews.  «  Booth,  thou  art  a  noble 
^  fellow;  and  I  fcarcc  think  there  is  a  woman  upon 

*  earth  worthy  fo  exalted  u  paflion.' 

Boorh  made  a  mode(t  anfwer  to  the  compiimcnc 
which  Mils  Matthews  had  paid  him.  This  drew 
more  civilities  from  the  lady  ;  and  thefe  again  more 
ackncwledgmcncs.  All  Vv'hicli  we  fhall  pafs  by,  and 
proceed  with  our  hiftory. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Containing  matters  which  will  pleafe  fome  readers^ 

W  O  months  and  more,  had  I  continued 
in  a  dare  of  uncertainty,  fometimes  with 
'  more  flattering,  and  fometimes  with  more  alarm- 
'  ing  fymptoitis  .;    when  one  afternoon  poor  Afkin- 

<  fon  canie  running  into  m.y  room,  all  pale  and  out 
'  of  breath,  and  begged  me  not  to  be  lurprilcd  at 
'  his  news.  I  aiKed  him  eagerly  what  v.-as  the 
'  matter,    and  if  it  was  any  thir.g  concerning  Ame- 

*  lia?— — -I  had  fcarce  uttered  the  dear  name,  when 
^  flie  herfelf  rufhed  into  t!ie  room^   and  ran  haftily 

<  to  m,e.  Crying,  "  Yes,  it  is,  it  \>  your  Amelia 
f'  herfelf!" 

*  There  is  nothing  {o  difficult  to  defcribe,   and 

*  g'^nerally  fo  dull  when  defcibed,    as  fcenes  of  ex- 

*  ceffiv-e  tendernefs.* 

*  Can  you  think  fo  ?'  fays  Mifs  Matthews,  '  fure- 

*  ly  there  is  nothing  fo  charming  ! — ^^O  !  Mr.  Booth, 

<  our  feK  is  d— -ned  by  the  want  of  tendernefs  in' 
«  yours — O  were  they  aii  like  you  — certainly  no  man 

<  was  ever  your  equal.' 

<  Indeed,  M?-dam,'  cries  Booth,  '  you  honour  me 
«  too  much- — But — well — when  the  firft  tranfports 
«  of  our  meeting  were  over,  Amelia  began  gently 

"  *  to 
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f  to  chide  me  for  having  concealed  my  illnefs  from 
'  her;    for   in  three  letters  which   I   had  writ  her 

*  fince  the  accident  had  happened,  there  was  noc 
'  the  leaft  mention  of  it,  or  any  hint  given  by 
^  which  file  could  pofTibly  conclude  I  was  othcrwife 
^  than  in  perfeft  health.     And  when  I  had  excufed 

*  myfelf,  by  afiigning  the  true  reafon,  ihe  cried — - 
"  O  Mr.  Booth  1  and  do  you  know  fo  little  of  your 
*'  Amelia,  as  to  think  I  could  or  would  furvive 
"  you  !  — wouki  it  not  be  better  for  one  dreadful 
"  fight  to  break  my  heart  ^11  at  once,  th^n  to 
"  break  it  by  degrees  ? — O  Billy  i    can  any  thing 

*<  pay  me  for  the  lofs  of  this  embrace  I" But  I 

'  aflc    your   pardon how    ridiculous    doth    my 

*  fondnefs  appear  in  your  eyes  !' 

*  How  often,'  anfwtred   fiie,   *  flTall  I  afiert  the 

contrary  ? What  would  you  have  me  fay,  Mr. 

Booth  ?  fiiall  I  tell  you  I  envy  Mrs.  Booth  of  all 
the  women  in  the  world  ?   would  you  believe  nie 

if  I  did  ?    I  hope  you — What  am  I  faying  ? 

Pray  make  no  farther  apology,  but  go  on.' 

*  Afcer  a  fcene,'  continued  he,  *  too  tender  to  b^ 
conceived  by  many,  Amelia  informed  me,  that  fiic 
had  received  a  letter  from  an  unknown  hand, 
acquainting  her  with  my  misfortune,  and  advifing 
her,  if  fiie  ever  defired  to  fee  me  more,  to  come 
dire*ftly  to  Gibraltar.  She  faid,  fiie  fiiould  noc 
have  delayed  a  moment,  after  receiving  this  let- 
ter, had  not  the  fame  fiiip  brought  her  one  from 
me  written  with  rather  more  than  ufual  gaiety, 
and  in  which  there  was  not  the  leail:  mention  of 
my  indiipoiition.  This,  fhe  faid,  greatly  puzzled 
her  and  her  mother,  and  the  worthy  divine  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  her  to  give  credit  to  my 
letter,  and  to  impute  the  other  to  a  fpecies  of 
wit  with  which  the  world  greatly  abounds.  This 
confifis  entirely  in  doing  various  kinds  of  mil- 
chief  to  our  fellow-creatures  j  by  belying  one,  de- 
ceiving another,  expofing  a  third,   and  drawing 

'  in 
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<  in  a  fourth  to  expofe  himfelf ;  in  fhort,  by  mak- 
'  ing  fome  the  objei^ts  of  laughter,  others  of  con- 
«  tempt  J     and    indeed    not    feJdorrj,    by  fubjedting 

<  thein  to  very  great  inconveniencies,   perhaps  to 

*  ruin,  for  the  fake  of  a  jell. 

*  Mrs.  Harris  and  the  doclor  derived  the  letter 
«  from  this  fpecies  of  wit.     Mifs  Betty,  however, 

*  was   of   a   different   opinion,     and   advifed    poor 

*  Amelia  to  apply  to  an  officer  whom  the  governor 

*  had  fent  over  in  the  fame  Ihip,  by  whom   the  re- 

<  port  of  iny  illnefs  was  fo  ftrongly  confirmed,  that 
'  Amelia  immediately  refolved  on  her  voyage. 

'  1  had   a  great  curiofity  to  know  the  author  of 

*  this  letter;  but  not  the  leaft  trace  of  it  could  be 
'  difcovered.  The  only  perfon  with  whom  I  lived 
«  in   any  great  intimacy  was  Captain  James ;     and 

*  he,  Madam,  from  what  I  have  already  told  you, 

*  you   will  think  to  be  the  laft  perfon  I  could  fuf- 

*  ped: ;    befides,  he  declared  upon  his  honour,  that 

<  he  knew   nothing  of  the  matter;    and   no  man*s 

*  honour   is,   I   believe,    more  facred.     There  was 

<  indeed   an  enfign  of  another  regiment  who  knew 

<  my  wife,   and  who   had  fometimes  vifited  me  in 

<  my  illnefs  j   but  he  was  a  very  unlikely  m.an  to 

<  intereft  himfelf  much  in  any  affairs  which  did 
«  not  concern  him;  and  he  too  declared  he  knew 
«  nothing  of  it.* 

«  And  did  you  never  difcover  this  fecret  ?'  cried 
Mifs  Matthews. 

<  Never  to  this  day,*  anfwered  Booth. 

*  I  fancy,'  faid  fhe,  '  I  could  give  a  fhrewd  guefs 

t  ,_ What  fo  likely  as  that  Mrs.  Booth,  when 

'  vou   left  her,  fhould  have  given   her   fofter-bro- 

*  ther  orders  to  fend  her  word  of  whatever  befel 
c  you  ?— Yet  flay— that  could  not  be  neither;  for 
«  then  fhe  would  not  have  doubted  whether  (he 
»  fhould  leave  dear  England  on  the  receipt  of  the 
c  letter. — No,  it  muft  have  been  by  fome  other 
€  means  ! — yet  that  I  owned  appeared  extremely  na- 

«  tural 
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tural  ro  me;  for  if  I  had  been  left  by  fuch  a 
hufband,  I  think  I  fhould  have  purfued  the  fame 
method.' 

*  No,  Madam,'  cried  Booth,  *  it  muft  have  been 
conveyed  by  fome  other  channel  j  for  my  Amelia, 
1  am  certain,  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  man- 
ner i  and  as  for  poor  Atkinfon,  1  am  convinced 
he  vvouid  not  have  ventured  to  take  fuch  a  Hep 
without  acquainting  me.  Befides,  the  poor  fel- 
low had,  I  believe,  fuch  a  regard  for  my  wife, 
out  of  gratitude  for  the  favours  fhe  hath  done 
his  mother,  that  I  make  no  doubt  he  was  highly 
rejoiced  at  her  abience  from  my  melancholy  fcene. 
Well,  whoever  writ  it,  is  a  matter  very  imaiate- 
rial  J  yet,  as  it  feemed  lb  odd  and  unaccountable 
an  incident,  I  could  not  help  mentioning  it. 
'  From  the  time  of  Amelia's  arrival,  nothing  re- 
markable happened  till  my  perfeft  recovery,  un- 
lefs  I  (hould  oblcrve  her  remarkable  behaviour,  fo 
full  of  care  and  tendernefs  that  it  was  perhaps 
without  a  parallel.* 

'  O  no,  Mr.  Booth,'  cries  the  lady. — '  It  is  fully 
equalled,  1  am  fure,  by  your  gratitude.  There 
is  nothing,  I  believe,  fo  rare  as  gratitude  in  your 
fcx,  efpecially  in  hufbands.  So  kind  a  remem- 
brance is,  indeed,  more  than  a  return  to  fuch  an 
obligation  ;  for  where  is  the  mighty  obligation 
which  a  woman  confers,  who  being  poifelfed  of 
an  ineftimable  jewel,  is  fo  kind  to  herfelf  as  to  be 
careful  and  tender  of  it  ?  I  do  not  fay  this  to 
lelTen  your  opinion  of  Mrs.  Booth.  1  have  no 
doubt  but  that  fhe  loves  you  as  well  as  fhe  is 
capable.  But  I  would  not  have  you  think  fo 
meanly  of  our  fex,  as  to  imagine  there  are  not  a 
thoufand  women  fufceptible  of  true  tendernefs  to- 
wards  a  nieritorious    man. Believe  me,    Mr. 

Booth,  if  1  had  received  fuch  an  account  of  an 
a-ccident  having  happened  to  fuch  a  hulband,  a 
mother  and  a  carfon  would  not  liave  ludd  me   a 

*  moment. 
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f  moment,    I    fhould   have  leapt  into  the  firfl-  fifh- 

f  ing-boat  I  could  have  found,  and  bid  defiance  to 

*  the  winds  and  waves.— ———Oh  !  there  is  no  true 
?  tendernefs  but  in  a  woman  of  fpirit.  I  would  not 
^  be  underftood  all   this  while  to  refle6b  on   Mrs. 

*  Booth.  I  am  only  defending  the  caufe  of  my  fex ; 
'  for,  upon   my  foul,  fuch  compliments  to  a  wife 

*  are  a  fatire  on  all  the  relT:  of  womankind.' 

'  Sure  you  jefl,  Mifs  Matthews,'  anfwercd  Booth, 
■with  a  fmile  ;  *  however,  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  pro- 
'  ceed  in  my  Ilory.' 

C  FI  A  P.     VII. 

'The  captain  continuing  kis  fiery y  recounts  fome  particu- 
lars '■jjhichy  'ws  dcubt  fjot,  to  fiiany  good  people,  will 
appear  unnatural, 

?  I  W  A  S  fcarce  fooner  recovered  from  my  in- 
'    1^    difpofition,  than  Amelia  herfelf  fell  ill.    This, 

*  I  am  afraid,  was  occafioned  by  the  fatigues  which 

*  I  could  not  prevent  her  from  undergoing  on  my 

*  account}   for  as  my  difeafe  went  off  with  violent 

*  fweats,  during  which  the  furgeon  ftriclly  or- 
«  dered  that  I  fhould  lie  by  myfelf,  my  Amelia 
«  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  fpend  many  hours 

*  in  her  own  bed.  During  my  reftlefs  fits  fhe 
<  would  fometimes  read  to  me  feveral  hours  to- 
«  gether  ;  indeed,  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that 
«  fhe    ever  quitted    my   bedfide.      Thefe  fatigues, 

*  added  to  the  uneafinefs  of  her  mind,  overpowered 

*  her  weak  fpirits,  and  threw  her  into  one  of  the 
f  word  diforders  that  can  poffibly  attend  a  woman. 
y  A  dilorder  very  common  among  the  ladies,  and 
<=  our  phyficians  have  not  agreed  upon  its  name. 
«  Some  call  it  the  fever  on  the  fpirits,  fome  a  ner- 
^  vous  fever^  fome  the  vapours,  and  fome  the  hy- 
«  llerics.' 

«  O  fay 


I 
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'  O  fay  no  more,'   cries  Mifs  Matthews,   '  I  pity 

*  you,  I  pity  you  from  my  foul.     A  man  had  better 

*  be  plagued  with  all  the  curfes  of  Egypt  than  with 
'  a  vapouriili  wife.' 

'  Pity  me  !    Madam^'  anfwered  Booth,  '  pity  ra- 
'  ther  that  dear  creature,    who,   from  her  love  and 

*  care  of  my  unworthy  felf,  contraded  a  diftemper, 
'  the  horrors  of  which  are  fcarce  to   be   imagined. 

*  It  is,  indeed,  a  fort  of  complication  of  all  difeafes 

*  together,    with  almoft  madnefs    added    to   them. 

*  In  this  fituation,  the  fiege  being  at  an  end,   the 

*  governor  gave   me  leave   to  attend   my  wife   to 

*  Montpelier,  the  air  of  which  was  judged  to  be 

*  moft  likely  to  reftore  her  to  health.     Upon  this 
'  occafion  fhe  v/rote  to  her  mother  to  defire  a  remit- 

*  tance,   and  fet  forth  the  melancholy  condition  of 

*  her  health,  and   her  necefTity  for  money,  in  fuch 

*  terms  as  would  have  touched  any  bofom  not  void 

*  of  humanity,  though  a  Itranger  to  the  unhappy 

*  fufferer.     Her  fifier  anfwered  it,   and  I  believe  I 
'  have  a  copy  of  the  anfwer  in  my  pocket.     I  keep 

*  ic  by  me  as  a  curiofity,  and  you  would  think  it 
'  more  fo,  could  I  fliew  you  my  Amelia's  letter. 

*  He  then  iearched   his  pocket-book,   and  finding 
'  the  letter  among  many  others,    he  read  it  in  the 

*  following  words  :' 


::m 


"  Dear  Sifter, 

Y  mamma  being  much  difordered,  hath 
commanded  mc  to  tell  you,  flie  is  both 
<*  fhocked  and  furprifed  at  your  extraordinary  re- 
*'  quell,  or,  as  (he  chufes  to  call  it,  order  for  mo- 
"  ney.  You  know  my  dear,  fhe  fays,  that  your 
*'  marriage  with  this  red-coat  man  was  entirely 
"  againfl:  her  confent,  and  the  opinion  of  all  your 
"  family  (I  am  fure  I  may  here  include  myfelf  in 
"  that  number),  and  yet,  after  this  fatal  aft  of  dif- 
"  obedience,  fhe  was  prevailed  on  to  receive  you 
*'  as  her  child ;    not,  however,  nor  arc  you  fo  to 

"  underftand 
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*'  underhand  it,  as  the  favourite  which  you  was 
*'  before.  She  forgave  you ;  but  this  was  as  a 
*^  chriftian  and  a  parent  j  ftill  prefcrving  in  her 
*'  own  mind  a  jull  lenfe  of  your  difobedience,  and 
*'  a  juft  refencment  on  that  account.  And  yet, 
"  notwithftanding  this  refentmenr,  fhe  defines  you 
*'  to  remember,  that  when  you  a  fecond  time 
•*  ventured  to  oppofe  her  authority,  and  nothing 
"  would  ferve  you  but  taking  a  ramble  (an  inde- 
*'  cent  one  I  can't  help  faying)  after  your  fellow, 
*'  fhe  thousfht  fit  to  (hew  the  cxcefs  of  a  mother's 
*'  tendernefs,  and  furnifhed  you  with  no  lefs  than 
*■•  fifty  pounds  for  your  fooli(h  voyage.  How  can 
*'  fhe  then  be  otherv/ife  than  furprifed  at  your 
*'  prefent  dem.and  ?  which,  fhould  fhe  be  fo  weak 
*^  to  comply  wich,  ihe  muft  expedc  to  be  every 
*'  month  repeated,  in  order  to  fupply  the  extra- 
''  vagance  of  a  young  rakifh  officer. — You  fay  fhe 
**  will  compafTionate  your  fufferings  ;  yes,  furely 
'^  fhe  doth  greatly  compaffionate  them,  and  fo  do 
"  I  too,  though  you  was  neither  fo  kind,  nor  fo 
"  civil  as  to  fuppofe  I  fhould.  But  I  forgive  all 
*'  your  flights  to  me,  as  well  now  as  formerly.  Nay, 
*'  I  not  only  forgive,  but  I  pray  daily  for  you.— 
*^  But,  dear  fifter,  what  could  you  expedl  lefs 
**  than  what  hath  happened  ?  you  fiiould  have 
*f  believed  your  friends,  who  were  wifer  and  older 
*^  than  you.  I  do  not  here  mean  myfelf,  though  I 
*'  own  ]  am  eleven  months  and  feme  odd  weeks 
<«  your  fuperior  j  though,  had  I  been  younger,  I 
*'  might  perhaps  have  been  able  to  advife  you  ;  for 
«f  wifdom,  and  what  fome  may  call  beauty,  do  not 
"  always  go  together.  You  wiii  not  be  offended  at 
**  this  ;  for  I  know  in  your  heart  you  have  always 
*'  held  your  head  above  feme  people,  whom  perhaps 
*'  other  people  have  thought  better  of;  but  why  do 
**  I  mention  what  I  fcorn  fo  much  ? — No,  my  dear 
*'  filter,  Heaven  forbid,  it  fnould  ever  be  faid  of  me, 
6  «'  thac 
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that  I  value  myfelf  upon  my  face — not  but  if  I 
could  believe  men  perhaps — but  I  hate  and  de- 
pife  men — you  know  I  do,  my  dear,  and  I  wifli 
you  had   defpifed   them  as   much ;    but  ja5fa  eji 

aler.^  as  the  doftor  fays.' You  are  to  make  the 

beft  of  your  fortune  i  what  fortune  I  mean  my 
mamma  may  pleafe  to  give  you,  for  you  know  all 
is  in  her  power.  Let  me  advifeyou  then  to  bring 
your  mind  to  your  circumdances,  and  remem- 
ber (for  I  can't  help  writing  it,  as  it  is  for  your 
own  good)  the  vapours  are  a  diilem.per  which  very 
ill  become  a  knapfiick.  Remember,  my  dear,  what 
you  have  done,  remember  what  my  mamma  hath 
done,  remember  we  have  fomiething  of  yours  to 
keep,  and  do  not  confider  yourfelf  as  an  only  child. 
— No,  nor  as  a  favourite  child  j  but  be  pleafed 
to  remember, 
"  Dear  fifter, 

<*  Your  mod  afreftionate  fifter, 

"  And  mioft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

"  E.  Harris." 

'  O  brave  Mifs  Betty  !'  cried  Mifs  Matthews,  '  I 
always  held  her  in  high  efteem  j  but  I  proteft  Hie 
exceeds  even  what  I  could  have  expe(fled  from 
her.' 

'  This  letter.  Madam,'  cries  Booth,  '  you  will 
believe  was  an  excellent  cordial  for  my  poor  wife's 
fpirits.  So  dreadful  indeed  was  the  effecft  it  had 
upon  her,  that  as  fhe  had  read  it  in  my  abfcnce, 
I  found  her  at  my  return  home  in  the  moil  violent 
fits;  and  fo  long  was  it  before  fhe  recovered  her 
fenfes,  that  I  defpaired  of  that  bleft  event  ever 
happening,  and  my  own  fenfes  very  narrowly 
efcaped  from  being  lacrificed  to  my  defpair. 
However,  (lie  came  at  laft  to  herfelf,  and  I  began 
to  confider  of  every  means  of  carrying  her  imme- 
diately to  Montpelier,  which  was  now  become 
imuch  morg- neceflary  than  before. 

*  Though 
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'  Though  I  was  greatly  fhocked  at  the  barbarity 

'  of  the  letter,  yet  I  apprehended  no  very  ill   con- 

*  jequence  from  it  j  for  as  it  was  believed  all  over 
'  the  army  that  I  had   married   a  great  fortune,  I 

*  had  received  offers  of  money,  if  1  v/anted  it,  from 

*  more  than  one.     Indeed,  I  might  have  cafily  car- 

*  ried  my  v/ife  to  Montpelier  at  any  timej  but  fhe 
'  was  extremely  averfe  to  the  voyage,  being  defirous 

*  of  our  returning  to  England,  as  I  had  leave  to  do  i 

*  and  flie  grew  daily  fo  much  better,  that  had  ic 
'  not  been  for  the  receipt  of  that  curfed — which 
'  1  have  juft  read  to  you,  I  am  perfuaded  fhe  might 
«  have  been  able  to  return  to  England  in  the  next 
'  fhip. 

*  Among  others,  there  was  a  colonel  in  the  gar- 
•f  rifon,  who  had  not  only  offered  but  importuned 

*  me  to  receive  money  of  him  :    I  now,  therefore, 

<  repaired  to  him  j  and  as  a  reafon  for  altering  my 
«  relok'tionj  I  produced  the  letter,  and  at  the  fame 
'  time  acquainted  him  with  the  true  flate  of  my  af- 
^  fairs.  The  colonel  read  the  letter,  fhook  his 
'  head,  and  after  fome  filence,  faid,  he  was  forry 
^  I  had  refufed  to  accept  his  offer  before  ;    but  that 

*  he  had  now  lb  ordered  matters,  and  dilpofed  of  his 

*  money,  that  he  had  not  a  Ihilling  left  to  fpare 

*  from  his  own  cccafions. 

*  Anfwers  of  the  fame  kind  I  had  from  feveral 

*  others  j  but  not  one  penny  could  I  borrow  of  any  ; 

*  for  I  have  been  fmce  firmly  perfuaded,   that  the 

*  honeft  colonel  was  not  content  with  denying  me 

<  himfelf,  but  took  effefluai  means,   by  fpreading 

<  the  fecrct  I  had  fo  fooliflily  trufted  him  with,  w 

*  prevent  me  from  fucceeding  elfewhere  j    for  fuch 

*  is  the  nature  of  men,  that  whoever  denies  himfelf 
'  to  do  you  a  favour,   is  unwilling  that  it  (hould  be 

*  done  to  you  by  any  other. 

'  This  was   the    firft  time  I  had    ever  felt  that 

<  diftrefs,  which  arifes  from  the  v/ant  of  money;  a 
f  diftrefs  very  dreadful  indeed  in  a  married  ftate  ; 

7  *  for 
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for  what  can  be  more  miferable  than  to  fee  any 
thing  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  a  beloved 
creature,  and  not  be  able  to  fupply  it  ? 
'  Perhaps  you  may  wonder.  Madam,  that  I  have 
not  mentioned  Captain  James  on  this  occafion  ; 
but  he  was  at  that  time  laid  up  at  Algiers  (whither 
he  had  been  fent  by  the  governor),  in  a  fever. 
However,  he  returned  time  enough  to  fupply  me, 
which  he  did  with  the  utmoft  readincfs,  on  the 
very  firft  mention  of  my  diftrefs ;  and  the  good 
colonel,  notwithftanding  his  having  difpofed  of 
his  money,  difcounted  the  captain's  draught. 
You  fee.  Madam,  an  inllance,  in  the  generous  be- 
haviour of  my  friend  James,  how  falfe  are  all  uni- 
verfai  fatires  ag-ainfl  human  kind.  He  is  indeed 
one  of  the  worthiefl:  men  the  world  ever  pro- 
duced. 

*  But,  perhaps,  you  will  be  m»ore  pleafed  flill 
with  the  extravagant  generofity  of  my  ferjeant. 
The  day  before  the  return  of  Mr.  James,  the 
poor  fellow  came  to  me,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
and  begged  I  would  not  be  offended  at  what  he 
was  going  to  mention.  He  then  pulled  a  purfe 
from  his  pocket,  which  contained,  he  faid,  the 
fum  of  twelve  pounds,  and  which  he  begged  me 
to  accept,  crying,  he  was  forry  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  lend  me  whatever  I  wanted.  I  was  fo 
Ilruck  with  this  inftance  of  generofity  and  fricnd- 
fliip  in  fuch  a  perfon,  that  I  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  prelTmg  me  a  fecond  time,  before  I  made 
him  an  anfwcr.  Indeed,  I  was  greatly  furprifcd 
how  he  came  to  be  worth  that  little  fum,  and  no 
lefs  at  his  being  acquainted  with  my  ov/n  wants. 
In  both  which  points  he  prefently  fatisfied  me. 
As  to  the  firif,  it  feems  he  had  plundered  a  Spa- 
ni(h  officer  of  fifteen  piftoles ;  and  as  to  the 
fecond,  he  confefled  he  had  it  from  my  wife's 
maid,  who  had  overheard  fomc  difcourfe  between 
her  miftrels  and  me.  Indeed  people,  I  believe,  al- 
VoL.  VIII.  U  '  ways 
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'  ways  deceive  themfelves,  who  imagine  they  can 
<  conceal  diflrefl:  circumltances  from  their  fervantsj 
'  for  thefe  are  always  extremely  quick-fighted  on 

*  fuch  occafions.' 

*  Good  Heaven  1'    cries  Mifs   Matthews,    *  how 

*  aftonifliing  is  fuch  behaviour  in  fo  low  a  fellow  1' 

'  I  thought  fo  myfelf,'  anfwered  Booth  j    *  and 

*  yet  I  know  not,  on  a  more  ftrid  examination  inro 
'  the  matter,  why  we  (hould   be  more  furprifed  to 

*  fee  greatnefs  of  mind  difcover  itfelf  in  one  degree 
'  or  rank  of  life,  than  in  another.      Love,    bene- 

*  volence,  or  what  you  will  pleafe  to  call  it,  may  be 
'  the  reigning  pafTion   in   a  beggar  as  well  as  in  a 

*  prince  -,  and  wherever  it  is,  its  energies  will  be  the 

*  fame. 

'  To   confefs   the  truth,    I  am  afraid  we  often 
'  compliment   what  we  call  upper  life,    with  too 

*  much  injuftice,  at  the  expence  of  the  lower.     As 

*  it  is  iio  rare  thing  to  fee  inftances  which  degrade 

*  human  nature  in  perfons  of  the  highefl:  birth 
'  and  education  J   fo  I  apprehend,  that  examples  of 

*  whatever   is    really  great   and   good,    have   been 

*  fometimes  found  amongft  thofe  who  have  wanted 
'  all  fuch  advantages.     In  reality,  palaces,  I  make 

*  no  doubt,    do    fometimes    contain    nothing    but 

*  drearinefs  and  darknefs,  and  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
'  nefs  hath  flione  forth  with  all  its  glory  in  a  cot- 
'  tage,' 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

The  Jlory  of  Booth  continued, 

MR.  Booth  thus  went  on  : 
*  We  now  took  leave  of  the  garrifon,  and 

*  having  landed   at  Marfeilles,  arrived  at  Montpe- 

*  lier,  without  any  thing  happening  to  us  worth  rc- 

*  membrance,  except  the  extreme  fea-ficknefs  of 
'  poor  Amelias  but  I  was  afterwards  well  repaid 
'  for   the  terrors   which  it  occafioned  me,   by  the 

*  good  confequences  which  attended  it ;  for  I  be- 
'  lieve  it  contributed   even   more   than   the   air  of 

*  Monrpelier,  to  the  perfect  re-eftablifhment  of  her 
«  health.' 

*  I  afk  your  pardon  for  interrupting  you,'  cries 
Mifs  Matthews,  *  but  you  never  fatisfied  me  whe- 
'  ther  you  took  the  ferjeant's  money. You  have 

*  made  me  half  in  love  with  that  charming  fel- 

*  low.* 

*  How  can  you  imagine.  Madam,'  anfwered 
Booth,  *  I  fhould  have  taken  from  a  poor  fellow 
'  what  was  of  fo  little  confequence  to  me,  and  at 

*  the  fame  time  of  fo  much  to  him  ? Perhaps 

*  now,    you   will  derive   this   from    the  pafiion  of 

*  pride.* 

*  Indeed,*  fays  (he,  *  I  neither  derive  it  from  the 

*  pafTion  of  pride,    nor  from  the  pafiion  of  folly : 

*  but  methinks  you  fhould  have  accepted  the  offer, 

*  and  I  am   convinced   you   hurt  him    very  much 

*  when  you  refufed  it.     But  pray  proceed  in  your 

*  ftory.'     Then  Booth  went  on  as  follows : 

*  As  Amelia  recovered   her   health    and   fpirirs 

*  daily,  we  began  to  pafs  our  time  very  pleafantly 

*  at  Montpelier;    for   the  greateft   enemy   to   the 

*  French  will  acknowledge,  that  they  are  the  belt 
'  people  in  the  world  to  live  amongft  for  a  little 
'  while.     In  fome  countries  it  is  almoft  as  eafy  to 

U  2  *'gcc 
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get  a  good  eilate  as  a  good  acquaintance.  In 
England,  particularly,  acquaintance  is  of  almoft 
as  flow  growth  as  an  oak  3  ib  that  the  age  of  man 
fcarce  fuffices  to  bring  it  to  any  perfe6lion,  and 
families  feldom  contracft  any  great  intimacy  till 
the  third,  or  at  lead  the  fecond  generation.  So 
fhy  indeed  are  we  Englifli  of  letting  a  flranger 
into  our  houfes,  that  one  would  imagine  we  re- 
garded all  fuch  as  thieves.  Now  the  French  are 
the  very  reverie.  Being  a  flranger  among  them 
entitles  you  to  the  better  place,  and  to  the  greater 
degree  of  civility  j  and  if  you  wear  but  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gentleman,  they  never  fufpeft  you 
are  not  cne.  Their  friendfhip  indeed  feldom  ex- 
tends fo  far  as  their  purfe;  nor  is  fuch  friendfhip 
ufual  in  other  countries.  To  fay  the  truth,  po- 
litenefs  carries  friendfhip  far  enough  in  the  or- 
dinary occafions  of  life,  and  thofe  who  want  this 
accomplifhmenr,  rarely  m.ake  amends  for  it  by 
their  fincerity  ;  for  bluntnefs,  or  rather  rudenefs, 
as  it  commonly  deferves  to  be  called,  is  not  always 
fo  much  a  mark  of  honefly  as  it  is  taken  to  be, 
*  The  day  after  our  arrival  we  became  acquainted 
with  Monf.  Bagillard.  He  was  a  Frenchman  of 
great  wit  and  vivacity,  with  a  greater  fliare  of 
learning  than  gentlemen  are  ufually  pofTelTed  of. 
As  he  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe  with  us,  we  were 
immediately  acquainted,  and  I  liked  his  conver- 
fation  fo  well,  that  I  never  thought  I  had  too 
much  of  his  company.  Indeed,  I  fpent  fo  much 
of  my  time  with  him,  that  Amelia  (I  know  not 
whether  I  ought  to  mention  it)  grev/  uneafy  at 
our  familiarity,  and  complained  of  my  being  too 
little  with  her,  from  my  violent  fondnefs  for  my 
new  acquaintance  J  for  our  converfation  turning 
chiefly  upon  books,  and  principally  Latin  ones 
(for  we  read  feveral  of  the  clafTics  together),  fhe 
could  have  but  little  entertainment  by  being  with 
us.     When  my  wife  had  once  taken  it  into  her 

*  head 
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head  that  fhe  was  deprived  of  my  company  by  Mr, 
Bagillard,  it  was  impoflible  to  change  her  opi- 
nion j  and  though  1  now  fpent  more  of  my  time 
with  her  than  I  had  ever  done  before,  ihe  ftill 
grew  more  and  mere  difiatisfied,  till,  at  laft,  fhe 
very  earneftly  defired  me  to  quit  my  lodgings,  and 
infifled  upon  it  with  more  vehemence  than  I  had 
ever  known  her  exprefs  before.  To  fay  the  truth, 
if  that  excellent  woman  could  ever  be  thought 
unreafonable,  1  thought  fhe  was  fo  on  this  occa- 
fion. 

*  But  in  what  light  foevcr  her  defires  appeared 
to  me,  as  they  manifeftly  arofe  from  an  affedion 
of  which  I  had  daily  the  moft  endearing  proofs, 
I  refolved  to  comply  with  her,  and  accordingly 
removed  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  town  ;  for  it  is 
my  opinion,  that  we  can  have  but  little  love  for 
the  perfon  whom  we  will  never  indulge  in  an  un- 
reafonable demand.  Indeed,  I  was  under  a  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  Monf.  Bagillard  -,  for  as  I 
could  not  poffibly  communicate  to  him  the  true 
reafon  for  quitting  my  lodgings  j  fo  I  found  it  as 
difficult  to  deceive  him  by  a  counterfeit  one  j  be- 
fides,  1  was  apprehenlive  I  ffiould  have  little  lefs 
of  his  company  than  before.  I  could,  indeed, 
have  avoided  this  dilemma  by  leaving  Montpclierj 
for  Amelia  had  perfeftly  recovered  her  healthy 
but  I  had  faithfully  promifed  Captain  James  to 
wait  his  return  from  Italy,  whither  he  was  gone 
fome  time  before  from  Gibraltar-,  nor  was  it  pro- 
per for  Amelia  to  take  any  long  journey,  ilie  being 
now  near  fix  months  gone  with  child. 

*  This  difficulty,  however,  proved  to  be  lefs  than 
I  had  imagined  itj  for  my  French  friend,  whe- 
ther he  fufpefled  any  thing  from  my  wife's  be- 
haviour, though  flie  never,  as  I  obferved,  Ihevved 
him  the  leall  incivility,  became  fuddenly  as  cold 
on  his  fide.  After  our  leaving  the  lodgings,  he 
never  made  above  two  or  three  formal  vifitsj   in- 
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'  deed,  his  time  was  foon  after  entirely  taken  up  by 
'  an  intrigue  with  a  certain  countefs,  which  blazed 

*  all  over  Montpelier. 

*  We  had  not  been   long  in  our  new  apartments 

*  before   an  Englifli  officer  arrived  at  Montpelier, 

*  and  came  to  lodge  in  the  fame  houfe  with  us. 
'*  This  gentleman,  whofe  name  was  Bath,   was  of 

*  the  rank  of  a  major,  and  had  fo  much  fingula- 
'  rity   in    his   charadter,   that,  perhaps,  you   never 

*  heard  of  any  like  him.     He  was  far  from  having 

*  any  of  thofe  bookiQi  qualifications,  which  had 
'  before   caufed   my  Amelia's  difquiet.     It  is  true, 

*  his  difcourfe  generally  turned  on  matters  of  no 

*  feminine   kind  -,    war  and  martial  exploits  being 

*  the  ordinary  topics  of  his  converfation  i   however, 

*  as  he  had  a  filler  with  whom  Amelia  was  greatly 

*  pleafed,  an  intimacy  prefently  grew  between  us, 
'  and  we  four  lived  in  one  family. 

*  The  major  was  a  great  dealer  in  the  marvellous, 

*  and  was  conftantly  the  little  hero  of  his  own  tale, 
'  This  made  him  very  entertaining  to  Amelia,  who, 
'  of  all  perfons  in  the  world,  hath  the  trueft  tafte 
'  and  enjoyment  of  the  ridiculous  ;   for  whilft  no  one 

*  fooner  difcovers  it  in  the  charadler  of  another,  no 
'  one  lb  well  conceals  her  knowledge  of  it  from  the 
^  ridiculous  perfon.     I   cannot  help   mentioning  a 

*  fentiment  of  hers  on  this  head,  as  I  think  it  doth 
'  her  great  honour.  ''^  If  I  had  the  fame  neglecft,'* 
'  faid  fhe,  "  for  ridiculous  people  with  the  genera- 
*'  lity  of  the  v/orld,  I  (hould  rather  think  them  the 
««  objecSts  of  tears  than  laughter;  but,  in  reality,  I 
**  have  known  feveral  who,  in  fome  parts  of  their 
"  charasfters,  have  been  extremely  ridiculous,  in 
"  others  have  been  altogether  as  amiable.  For  in- 
"  fiance,"  faid  fhe,  "  Here  is  the  major,  who  tells 
"  us  of  many  things  which  he  has  never  feen,  and 
"  of  others  which  he  hath  never  done,  and  both  in 
"  the  moll  extravagant  excefsj  and  yet  how  amiable 
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"  is  his  behaviour  to  his  poor  fifter,  whom  he  hath 
not  only  brought  over  hither  for  her  health,  at 
his  own  expence,   but  is  come  to  bear  her  com- 
pany."     I    believe.   Madam,  I   repeat  her  very 
words  i    for  1  am  very  apt  to  remember  what  (he 
fays. 

*  You  will  eafily  believe,   from   a  circumftance 
'  I  have  juft  mentioned  in  the  major's  favour,  ef- 

*  pecially  when  I    have  told  you  that  his  fifter  was 
'  one  of  the  beft  of  girls,  that  it  was  entirely  ne- 

*  cefiary  to  hide  from  her  all  kind  of  laughter  at 
'  any   part    of   her   brother's    behaviour.      To   fay 

*  the  truth,  this  was  eafy  enough  to  doj  for  the 
'  poor  girl  was  fo  blinded  with  love  and  gratitude, 

*  and  fo  highly  honoured  and  reverenced  her  bro- 
«  ther,  that  fhe  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  that  there 

*  was  a  perfon  in  the  world  capable  of  laughing  at 
'  him. 

*■  Indeed,  I  am  certain  fhe  never  made  the  lead 

'  difcovery  of  our  ridicule;  fori  am  well  convinced 

*  fhe  would   have  refented  it;    for  befides  the  love 

*  fhe  bore  her  brother,  fhe  had  a  little  family  pride, 

*  which  would  fometimes  appear.  To  fay  the  truth, 
'  if  file  had  any  fault,  it  was  that  of  vanity,  but  fhe 
'  was  a  very  good  girl  upon  the  whole ;   and  none  of 

*  us  are  entirely  free  from  faults.' 

*  You  are  a  good-natured  fellow,  Will,'  anfwer- 
'  ed  Mifs  Matthews;  *  but  vanity  is  a  fault  of  the 
'  firll  magnitude  in  a  woma.n,  and  often  the  occafion 

*  of  many  others.' 

To  this  Booth  made  no  anfwer^  but  continued 
his  flory. 

*  In  this  company  we  paffed  two  or  three  months 

*  very  agreeably,  till  the  major  and  I  both  betook 

*  ourfelves  to  our  feveral  nurferies  ;    my  wife  being 

*  brought  to  bed  of  a  girl,  and  Mifs  Bath  confined 

*  to  her  chamber  by  a  furfeit,   which  had  like  to 

*  have  occafioned  her  death.' 

U  4  Here 
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Here  Mifs  Matthews  burft  into  a  loud  laugh^  of 
which  when  Booth  afked  the  rcafon,  flic  faid,  flie 
could  not  forbear  at  the  thoughts  of  two  fuch  nurfes: 

*  And  did  you  really,'  fays  flic,  *  make  your  wife's 

*  caudle  yourfelf  ?* 

*  Indeed,  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  I  did  ;    and  do  you 

*  think  that  fo  extraordinary  ?' 

'  Indeed  I  do,'  anfwered  fhe,  *  I  thought  the 
'  beft  hufbands  had  looked  on  their  v/ives  lying-in 
'  as  a  time  of  feftival  and  jollity.  What !  did  you 
'  not  even  get  drunk  in  the  time  of  your  wife's 
'  delivery  ?     tell    me   honePily   how  you   employed 

*  yourfelf  at  this  time.' 

*  Why  then  honeRly,'  replied  he,  <  and  in  defi- 

*  ance  of  your  laughter,   I   lay  behind   her  bolfter, 

*  and   fupported  her  in   my   arms  ;    and   upon   my 

*  foul,   I  believe  I  felt  more  pain  in  my  mind  than 

*  ihe  underwent  in  her  body.     And  now  anfv/er  me 

*  as  honeftly  :    Do  you  really  think  it  a  proper  time 
'  of  mirth,  when  the  creature  one  loves  to  difcrac- 

*  tion  is  undergoing  the  m.ofl  racking  torments,  as 

*  well  as   in  the  mod  imminent  danger  ?    and 

*^  but  I  need  not  exprefs  any  more  tender  circum- 

'  fiances.' 

*  I  am  to  anfwer  honeftly,'  cried  flie. '  Yes, 

*  and   fincerely,'  cries  Booth — *  Why  then  honeftly 

*  and  fincerely,'  fays  fhe,   *  may  I  never  fee  Hea- 
«  ven,  if  I  don't  think  you  an  angel  of  a  man,' 

^  Nay,  Madam,'  anfwered  Booth, — '  but,  indeed^, 
«  you  do  me  too  much  honour,  there  are  many 
fuch  huft^ands — Nay,  have  we  not  an  example  of 
the  like  tendernefs  in  the  major?  though  as  to 
him,  I  believe,  I  fhall  make  you  laugh.  While 
my  wife  lay  in,  Mifs  Bath  being  extremely  ill,  I 
went  one  day  to  the  door  of  her  apartment,  to 
enquire  after  her  health,  as  well  as  for  the  major, 
whom  I  had  not  feen  during  a  whole  week.  I 
<  knocked  fofcly  at  the  door^  and  being  bid  to  open 

it. 
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it,  I  found  the  major  in   his  filler's  antichamber 
warming   her   poflet.      His    drefs    was    certainly 
whimfical   enough,    having  on   a   woman's   bed- 
gown, and   a  very  dirty   flannel  nightcap,  which 
being   added  to  a  very   odd   perfon   (for  he  is  a 
very   awkward    thin   man   near   {c^ytn   feet   hi£=;h) 
might  have  formed,  in  the  opinion  of  mod  men, 
a  very   proper  objetl   of  laughter.      The  major 
Itarted  from  his  feat  at  my  entering  into  the  room, 
and  with  much  emotion,  and  a  great  oath,  cried 
out,  "  Is  it  you,  Sirr"     I  then  enquired  after  his 
and   his   filler's  health.     He  anfwered,  That  his 
filler  was  better,  and  he  was  very  well,  '■•  though 
'  I  did  not  expedl.  Sir,"  cried  he,  with  not  a  little 
confufion,  "  to  be  leen  by  you   in  this  fituarion." 
I  told  him,  I  thought  it  impoffible  he  could  ap- 
•pear  in  a  fituation  more  becoming  his  characfler, 
^  You  do  not  ?"    anfwered  he.     "  By  G —  I  am 
'  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  that  opinion  ;   but 

*  I  believe,  Sir,  hov  -jver  my  weaknefs  may  prevail. 
'  on  me  to  defcend  trom  it,  no  man  can  be  more 
^  confcious  of  his  cv/n  dignity  than  myfelf."     His 

filler  then  called  to  him  from  the  inner  room ^  upon 

which  he  rang  the  bell  for  her  fervant,  and  theti 

after  a  flride  or  two  acrofs  the  room,  he  faid,  with 

an  elated  afpefl,  '*  I  would  not  have  you  think, 

'   Mr.  Booth,  becaufe  you  have  caught  me  in  this 

'  defliabille,  by  coming  wpon  me  a  little  too  abrupt- 

'  ly,  I  cannot  help  faying  a  little  too  abruptly,  that 

*  I  am  my  filler's  nurfe.  I  know  better  what  is  due 
'  to  the  dignity  of  a  man,  and  I  have  fiiewn  it  in  a 
'  line  of  battle. 1   think  I  have  made  a  figure 

*  there,  Mr.  Booth,  and  becoming  my  character ; 

*  by  G —  I  ought  not  to  be  defpifcd   too   much,  if 

*  my  nature  is  not  totally  without  its  weakncfies." 
He  uttered  thisj,  and  fome  more  of  the  fame  kind, 

*  with  great  majelly,  or,  as  he  called  it,  dignity, 
?  Indeed,  he  ufed  fome  hard  words  that  I  did  not 

*  under- 
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'  undcrftand ;  for  all  his  words  are  not  to  be  found 

*  in  a  didionary.     Upon   the  whole,  I  could  not 
'  eafily  refrain  from  laughter  j   however,  I  conquer- 

*  ed  myfelf,  and  foon  after  retired  from  him,  afto- 

*  nifhed  that  it  was  poffible  for  a  man  to  poflefs 

*  true  goodnefs,  and  be,  at  the  fame  time,  alhamed 
«  of  it. 

*  But  if  I  was  furprifed  at  what  had  paft  at  this 
'  vifit,    how  much  more  was  I  furprifed  the  next 

*  morning,  when  he  came  very  early  to  m.y  cham- 

*  ber,  and  told  me  he  had  not  been  able  to  deep 

*  one  wink  at  what  had  paft  between  us  !  "  There 
**  were  fome  words  of  yours,"  fays  he,  *f  which 
*'  muft  be  further  explained  before  we  part.  You 
*'  told  me.  Sir,  when  you  found  me  in  that  fitua- 
*'  tion,  v/hich  I  cannot  bear  to  recolIe6t,  that  you 
**  thought  I  could  not  appear  in  one  more  becom- 
*'  ing  my  character  s  thefe  were  the  words,  I  fliall 
<*  never  forget  them.  Do  you  imagine  that  there 
«'  is  any  of  the  dignity  of  a  man  wanting  in  my 
*«  character  ?  do  you  think  that  I  have,  during  my 
'«  lifter's  illnefs,  behaved  with  a  weaknefs  that  fa- 
"  vours  too  much  of  effeminacy  ?  I  know  how 
'*  much  it  is  beneath  a  man  to  whine  and  whimper 
<*  about  a  trifling  girl  as  well  as  you,  or  any  man ; 
<«  and  if  my  fifter  had  died,  I  fhould  have  behaved 
"  like  a  man  on  rhe  occafion.  I  would  not  have 
'«  you  think  I  confined  myfelf  from  company  mere- 
<f  ly  upon  her  account.  I  was  very  much  diforder- 
"  ed  myfelf.  And  when  you  furprifed  me  in  that 
"  fituation,  I  repeat  again,  in  that  fituation,  her 
*'  nurfe  had  not  left  the  room  three  minutes,  and 
**  I  was  blowing  the  fire  for  fear  it  fhould  have 
*«  gone  out." — In  this  manner  he  ran  on  almoft  a 
«  quarter  of  an  hour,  before  he  would  fuft^r  me 
*  to  fpeak.     At  hft,  looking  ftedfaftly  in  his  face, 

<  I  afked  him,  if  I  muft  conclude  that  he  was  in 
'  earncft?— "  In  earneft,"  fays  he,  repeating  my 

'  words. 
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words,  *'  Do  you  then  take  my  charafter  for  a 
'  jeft  ?" — Lookee,  Sir,  faid  I,  very  gravely,  I  think 
we  know  one  another  very  well  j  and  I  have  no 
reafon  to  fufped  you  fhould  impute  it  to  fear, 
when  I  tell  you,  I  was  fo  far  from  intending  to 
affront  you,  that  I  meant  you  one  of  the  highell 
compliments.  Tendernefs  for  women  is  fo  far 
from  leiTening,  that  it  proves  a  true  manly  cha- 
ra6ter.  The  manly  Brutus  lliewed  the  utmod 
tendernefs  to  his  Portia  j  and  the  great  king  of 
Sweden,  the  braved,  and  even  fierceft  of  men, 
Ihut  himfelf  up  three  whole  days  in  the  midfl:  of 
a  campaign,  and  would  fee  no  company  on  the 
death  of  a  favourite  fifter.  At  thefe  words,  I 
faw  his  features  foften  ;  and  he  cried  out,  "  D — n 
'  me,  I  admire  the  king  of  Sweden  of  all  the 
'  men    in    the  world  j   and   he   is   a   rafcal   that  is 

*  aihamed  of  doing  any  thing  which  the  king  of 
'  Sweden  did. — And  yet  if  any  king  of  Sweden 
'  in  France  was  to  tell  me  that  his  fifter  had  more 
'  merit  than  mine,  by  G —  I'd  knock  his  brains 

*  about  his  ears.     Poor  little  Bctfcy  !    fhe  is  the 

*  honefteft,  worthieft  girl  that  ever  was  born. 
^   Fleaven   be  praifed,  ihe    is   recovered;   for,   if  I 

*  had  loft  her,  1  never  Ihould  have  enjoyed  ano- 
^  ther  happy  moment." — In  this  manner  he  ran  on 

fome  time,   till   the  tears  began   to  overflow . 

wliich,  when  he  perceived,  he  ftopt;  perhaps  lie 
was  unable  to  go  on  j  for  he  fcemed  almoft 
choked; — after  a  ftiort  filence,  however,  having 
wiped  his  eyes  with  iiis  handkerchief,  he  fetched 
a  deep  figh,  and  cried,  **  I  am  afliamed  you 
'  fliould  fee  this,   Mr.  Booth  ;   but  d — n   me,   na- 

*  ture  v/iil  get  the  better  of  dignity."  I  now  com- 
forted him  with  the  example  of  Xerxes,  as  I  had 
before  done  v;ith  tiiat  of  the  king  of  Sweden  ;  and 
foon  after  we  fat  down  to  breakfafl  together  with 
much  cordial  friendfliipi  fori  aflure  you,  with 

*  all 
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'  all  his  oddity,  there  is  not  a  betccr-natured  man 
f  in  the  world  than  the  major.' 

'  Good-natured,  indeed  !'  cries  Mifs  Matthews, 
with  great  fcorn. — *  A  fool !  how  can  you  mention 
^  luch  a  fellow  with  commendation  ?' 

Booth  fpoke  as  much  as  he  could  in  defence  of 
his  friend ;  indeed,  he  had  reprefented  him  in  as  fa- 
vourable a  light  as  poffible,  and  had  particularly  left 
out  thofe  hard  words,  with  which,  as  he  hath  ob- 
ferved  a  little  before,  the  major  interlarded  his  dif- 
courfe.  Booth  then  proceeded  as  in  the  next  chap- 
ter. 

CHAP.     IX. 

Containing  'very  extraordinary  matters. 

^1 ISS   Bath,'    continued  Booth,  '  now  reco- 
_£  vered  fo  fad,  that  (lie  was  abroad  as  foon 

*  as  my  wife.     Our  little  partie  quarrce   began  to 

<  grow  agreeable  again  j  and  we  mixed  with  the 
«  company  of  the  place  more  than  we  had  done 

<  before.  Monf.  Bagillard  now  again  renewed  his 
«  intimacy,  for  the  countefs  his  miftrefs  was  gone 
'  to  Paris;  at  which  my  wife,  at  firft,  fiiewed  no 

*  diffatisfadion ;  and  I  imagined,  that,  as  fhe  had  a 
«  friend  and  companion  of  her  own  fex  (for  Mifs 

<  Bath  and  fhe  had  contracted  the  highell  fondnefs 

*  for  each  other)  that  fhe  would  the  lefs   mifs  my 

*  company.     However,  I  was  difappointed  in  this 

*  expectation ;    for  (he  foon   began  to  exprefs  her 

*  former  uneafinefs,  and  her  impatience  for  the  ar- 

*  rival  of  Captain  James,  that  we  might  entirely 

*  quit  Montpelier. 

*  I  could  not  avoid  conceiving  fome  little  dif- 

*  pleafure  at  this  humour  of  my  wife,  which  I  was 

*  forced  to  think  a  little  unreafonable. — "  A  little, 
*'  do  you  call  it,"  fays  Mifs  Matthews,    "  Good 

"  Heavens ! 


Chap.  9.  AMELIA.  301 

Heavens !  what  a  hufband  are  you  !"— How  little 
worthy,'  anfwered  he,  *  as  you  will  fay  hereafter  of 
fuch  a  wife  as  my  Amelia.  One  day  as  we  were 
fitting  together,  I  heard  a  violent  fcream  ;  upon 
which   my  wife  ftarting   up,    cried  our,    "  Sure 

that's  Mifs  Bath's  voice,"  and  immediately  ran 
towards  the  chamber  whence  it  proceeded.  I 
followed  her ;  and  when  we  arrived,  we  there  be- 
held the  mod  Ihocking  fight  imaginable;  Mifs 
Bath  lying  dead  on  the  floor,  and  the  major  all 
bloody  kneeling  by  her,  and  roaring  out  for  afiill- 
ance.  Amelia,  though  fhe  was  herfelf  in  little 
better  condition  than  her  friend,  ran  haftily  to 
her,  bared  her  neck,  and  attempted  to  loofen  her 
ftays,  while  I  ran  up  and  down,  fcarce  knowing 
what  I  did,  calling  for  water  and  cordials,  and  dil- 
patching  feveral  fervants  one  after  another  for  doc- 
tors and  furgeons. 

'  Water,  cordials,  and  all  necefl^ary  implements 
being  brought,  Mifs  Bath  was,  at  length,  reco- 
vered, and  placed  in  her  chair,  when  the  major 
feated  himfelf  by  her.  And  now  the  young  lady 
being  reftored  to  life,  the  major,  who,  till  then, 
had  engaged  as  little  of  his  own,  as  of  any  other 
perfon's  attention,  became  the  obje6};  of  all  our 
confiderations,  efpecially  his  poor  fifter's,  who 
had  no  fooner  recovered  fufficient  Itrength,  than 
flie  began  to  lament  her  brother,  crying  out,  that 
he  was  killed;  and  bitterly  bewailing  her  fate, 
in  having  revived  from  her  fwoon  to  behold  fo 
dreadful  a  fpedacle.  While  Amelia  applied  her- 
felf to  footh  the  agonies  of  her  friend,  1  began  to 
enquire  into  the  condition  of  the  major.  In  which 
I  was  afiifted  by  a  furgeon,  who  now  arrived. — 
The  major  declared  with  great  cheerfulnefs,  that 
he  did  not  apprehend  his  wound  to  be  in  the  Icaft 
dangerous,  and  therefore  begged  his  fifbcr  to  be 
comforted,  faying,  he  was  convinced  the  furgeon 
would  foon  give  her  the  lame  afTurancci  but  that 

*  good 
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*  good  man  was  not  fo  liberal  of  afTu ranees  as  the 
'  major  had  expected  ;  for  as  foon  as  he  had  probed 

*  the  wound,  he  afforded  no  more  than  hop:;s,  de- 
'  daring  that  it  was  a  very  ugly  wound  j  but  added, 

*  by  way  of  confolation,  that   he  had   cured  many 

*  much  worfe. 

'  When  the  major  was  dreft,  his  filler  fecmed  to 

*  poffefs  his  whole  thoughts,  and  all  his  care  was 
'  to  relieve  her  grief.  He  folemnly  protefted,  that 
'  it  was  no  more  than  a  Befli  wound,  and   not  very 

*  deep,   nor  could,  as   he  apprehended,  be   in    the 

*  leart  dangerous  3  and   as  for  the  cold  exprefTions 

*  of  the  furgeon,  he  very  well  accounted  for  them 

*  from  a  motive  too   obvious  to  be  mentioned. — - 

*  From   thefe  declarations  of  her  brother,  and  the 

*  interpofition  of  her  friends,  and,  above  all,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  from  that  vail  vent  which  ilie  had  given  to 
'  her  fright,    Mifs   Bath   feemed  a  little  pacified  : 

*  Amelia,  therefore,  at  laft  prevailed;   and  as  terror 

*  abated,  curiofity  became  the  fuperior  paflion.     I 

*  therefore   now   began    to   enquire   what   had   oc- 

*  cafioned    that  accident   whence    all    the    uproar 

*  arofe. 

'  The  major  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  looking 

<  very  kindly  at  me,  faid,  "  My  dear  Mr.  Booth, 
<«  I  mull  begin  by  aflcing  your  pardon;  for  I  have 
"  done  you  an  injury,  for  which  nothing  but  the 
"  height  of  friendiliip  in  me  can  be  an  excufe  ; 
*<  and  therefore  nothing  but  the  height  of  fiiend- 
"  fhip  in  you  can  forgive."  This  preamble,  Ma- 
«  dam,  you  will  eafily  believe,  greatly  alarmed  all 
^  the  company,  but  efpecially  me. 1  anfwered, 

<  dear  major,  I  forgive  you,  let  it  be  what  it  will ; 

*  but  what  is  it  pofiible  you  can  have  done  to  injure 

<  me  ?  "  That,"  replied  he,  "  which  I  am  con- 
«  vinced  a  man  of  your  honour  and  dignity  of  na- 

*<  ture,  by  G muft  conclude  to  be  one  of  the 

"^  higheil  injuries.  I  have  taken  out  of  your  own 
"  hands  the  doing  yourfelf  juflice.     I  am  afraid  I 

**  have 
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*  have  killed  the  man  who  hath  injured  your  ho- 
'  nour.  I  mean  that  villain  Bagillard  — but  I  can- 
«  not  proceed  j    for  you.   Madam,"  faid  he  to  my 

wife,  "  are  concerned;  and  I  know  what  is  due 

'  to  the  dignity  of  your  fex." — Amelia,  I  obferved, 

turned  pale  at  thefe  words,   but  eagerly  begged 

him  to  proceed. — "  Nay,  Madam,"  anfwered  he, 

*  if  I  am  commanded  by  a  lady,  it  is  a  part  of  my 
«  dignity  to  obey.'*     He  then  proceeded  to  tell  us, 

that  Bagillard  had  rallied  him  upon  a  fuppofition 
that  he  was  purfuing  my  wife  with  a  view  of  gal- 
lantry;  telling  him,  that  he  could  never  fucceed ; 
giving  hints  that  if  it  had  been  poffible,  he  Ihould 
have  fucceeded  himfelf;  and  ending  with  calling 
my  poor  Amelia  an  accompliflied  prude  j  upon 
which  the  major  gave  Bagillard  a  box  on  the  ear, 
and  both  immediately  drew  their  fwords. 
'  The  major  had  fcarce  ended  his  fpeech,  when  a 
fervant  came  into  the  room,  and  told  me  there 
was  a  friar  below  who  defired  to  fpeak  with  me  in- 
great  hafte.  I  fhook  the  major  by  the  hand,  and 
told  him  I  not  only  forgave  him,  but  was  extreme- 
ly obliged  to  his  friendfliip  ;  and  then  going  to  the 
friar,  I  found  that  he  was  Bagillard's  confeffor, 
from  whom  he  came  to  me,  with  an  earneft  de- 
fire  of  feeing  me,  that  he  might  afl-c  my  pardon, 
and  receive  my  forgivenefs  before  he  died,  for  the 
injury  he  had  intended  me.  My  wife  at  firft  -op- 
pofed  my  going,  from  feme  fudden  fears  on  my 
account;  but  when  flie  was  convinced  they  were 
groundlefs,  fhe  confented. 

*  I  found  Bagillard  in  his  bed  ;  for  the  major's 
fword  had  palfed  up  to  the  very  hilt  through  his 
body.  After  having  very  earnellly  afked  my  par- 
don, he  made  me  many  compliments  on  the  pof- 
feflion  of  a  woman,  who,  joined  to  the  moil  ex- 
quifite  beauty,  was  miftrefs  of  the  moft  impreg- 
nable virtue;    as  a  proof  of  which,  he  acknow- 

*  Icdgcd 
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ledged  the  vehemence  as  well  as  ill  fuccefs  of  his 
attempts  ;    and  to  make  Amelia's  virtue  appear 
the  brighter,  his  vanity  was  fo  predominant,  he 
could  not  forbear  running  over  the  names  of  fe- 
veral  women  of  fadiion  who  had  yielded  to  his  paf- 
fion,  which,  he  faid,  had  never  raged  fo  violently 
for  any  other  as  for  my  poor  Amelia;  and  that  this 
violence,  which  he  had  found  wholly  unconquer- 
able,  he  hoped  would  procure   his   pardon   at  my 
hands.     It  is  unneceffary  to  mention  what  I   faid 
on  the  occafion.     I  alTured  him  of  my  entire  for- 
givenefs;   and  fo  we  parted.     To  fay  the  truth,  1 
afterwards  thought  myfelf  almoft  obliged  to  him 
for  a  meeting  with  Amelia,  the  moft  luxurioufly 
delicate  that  can  be  imagined. 
*  I  now  ran  to  m.y  wife,  whom  I  embraced  with 
raptures  of  love  and  tendernefs.     When  the  firft 
torrent  of  thefe  was  a  little  abated,  "  Confefs  to 
me,  my  dear,"  faid  fhe,  "  could  your  goodnefs 
prevent  you  from  thinking  me  a  little  unreafon- 
able  in  exprefTing  fo  much  uneafmefs  at  the  lofs 
of  your  company,  while  I  ought  to  have  rejoiced 
in  the  thoughts  of  your  being  fo  well  entertained  ? 
I  know  you  muft  j  and  then  confider  what  I  muffc 
have  (dt,  while  I  knew  I  was  daily  iellening  my- 
felf in  your  efteem,  and  forced  into  a  conduct, 
which  I  was  fenfible  muft  appear  to  you,   who 
was  ignorant  of  my  motive,  to  be  mean,  vulgar, 
and  felnfli.     And  yet,  what  other  courfe  had  I  to 
take,  with  a  man  whom  no  denial,  no  fcorn  could 
abaQi  ?  —But  if  this  was  a  cruel  tafk,  how  much 
more    wretched   ftill    was   the    conftraint   I   was 
obliged  to  wear  in  his  prefence   before  you,  to 
Ihew  outward  civility  to  the  man  whom  my  foul 
detefbed,  for  fear  of  any  fatal  confequence  from 
your  fufpicion  j   and  this  too,  while  I  was  afraid 
he  would  conftrue  it  to  be  an  encouragement  ?— 
Do  you  not  pity  your  poor  Amelia  when  you 
5  '  "  reaed 
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"  refledonherfituation?" — *Pity!'cnedI, 'mylove! 

*  is  pity  an  adequate  exprefllon  for  efteem,  for  ado- 

*  ration  ? — But  how,  nny  love,  could  he  carry  this 

*  on  fo  fecretly — by  letters  ?'  "  O  no,  he  offered 
*'  me  many  ;  but  I  never  would  receive  but  one, 
"  and  that  I  returned  him.  Good  G —  I  would 
*'  not  have  fuch  a  letter  in  my  polfefTion  for  the 
**  univerfe,  I  thought  my  eyes  contaminated  with 
"  reading  it." — '  O  brave  j'  cried  Mifs  Matthews, 

*  heroic,  I  proteft. 

'  Had  1  a  wifh  that  did  not  bear 
'  The  ftamp  and  image  of  my  dear, 

*  I'd  pierce  my  heart  through  ev'ry  vein, 

*  And  die  to  let  it  out  again.' 

*  And  can  you  really,'  cried  he,   '  laugh  at  fo 

*  much  tendernefs  ?'  *  I  laugh  at  tendernefs  !  O  Mr. 

*  Booth  1'   anfwered  fhe,   *  Thou  knowefl:  but  little 

*  of  Califta.'     '  I  thought  formerly,'  cried  he,   '  I 
'  knew  a  great  deal,  and  thought  you,  of  all  womea 

*  in    the   world,     to    have    the    grearefc of  all 

*  women  1' — '  Take  care,  Mr.  Booth,'  faid  fhe.— 
'  By  Heaven  !  if  you  thought  fo,  you  thought  truly. 

*  But  what  is  the  objedl  of  my  tendernefs —fuch 
<  an  objecl  as '  *  Well,  Madam,'  fiys  he,  '  I 

*  hope  you  will  find  one.' *  I  thank  you  for  that 

*  hope,  however,'  fays  fhe,  *  cold  as  it  is  j  but  pray 

*  go  on  with  your  Itoryj'  which  command  he  im^ 
mediately  obeyed. 
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CHAP.     X. 

Containing  a  letter  of  a  very  curious  kind. 


'  ^'T^HE  major's  wound,'  continued  Booth,'  ^  was 

*  J       really  as  llight  as  he  believed  it ;  fo  that  in  a 

*  very  few  days  he  was  perfeftly  well  j   nor  was  Ba- 

*  gillard,  though  run  through  the  body,  long  ap- 
'  prehending  to  be  in  any  danger  of  his  life.     The 

*  major  then  took  me  afide,  and  wifhing  me  heartily 
*^  joy  of  Bagillard's  recovery,  told  me,  I  lliould  now, 

*  by  the  gift  (as  it  were)  of  Heaven,  have  an  oppor- 
'  tunity  of  doing  myfelf  juftice.  I  anfwered,  1  could 
'  not  think  of  any  fuch  thing  j  for  that  when  I  ima- 

*  gined  he  was  on  his  death-bed,  I  had  heartily  and 

*  fincerely  forgiven  him.   "  Very  right,"  replied  the 

*  major,  "  and  confident  with  your  honour,  when 
"  he  was  on  his  deathbed;  but  that  forgivenefs  was 
*'  only  conditional,  and  is  revoked  by  his  recovery.'" 

*  I  told  him,  I  could  not  poffibiy  revoke  it  j  for  that 

*  my  anger  was  really  gone. — "  "What  hath  anger,'* 

*  cried  he,  "  to  do  with  the  matter  ?  the  dignity 
*'  of  my  nature  hath  been  always  my  reafon  for 
*'  drawing  my  fword ;  and  when  that  is  concerned, 
**  I  can  as  readily  fight  with  the  man  I  love,  as 
«*  with  the  man  I  hate."— I  will  not  tire  you  with 
^  the  repetition  of  the  whole  argument,  in  which  the 

*  major  did  not  prevail  ;  and  I  really  believe,  I 
«  funk  a  little  in  his  eilcem  upon  that  account,  till 

<  Captain  JameSj  who  arrived  foon  after,  again  per- 

*  fe;5tly  reinftated  me  in  his  favour. 

*  When  the  captain  was  come,  there  remained 

*  no  caufe  of  our  longer  ftay  at  Montpelier;  for 
«  as  to  my  wife,   fhe  was  in  a  better  llate  of  health 

<  than  I  had  ever  known  her,    and  Mifs  Bath  had 

*  not  only  recovered  her  health,    but  her  bloom  j 

*  and  from  a  pale  fkeleton,  was  become  a  plump, 

*  handfome,  young  woman,    James  was  again  my 

-  *  cafhier  3 


Chap.  10.  AMELIA.  ^^y 

'  cafhier  ;  for  far  from  receiving  any  remittance,  ft 

*  was  now  a  long  time  fince  I  had  received  any  let- 
'  ter  from  England,  ihough  both  myklf  and  my  dear 

*  Amelia  had  written  feveral,  both  to  my  mother  and 
'  fifter;  and  now.  at  our  departure  from  Mont- 
'  pelier,  I  bethought  myfelf  of  writing  to  my  good 
'  friend  the  do6lor,  acquainting  him  with  our  jour- 

*  ney  to  Paris,  whither  I  defircd  he  would  direct  his 

*  anfwer, 

*  At  Paris  we  all  arrived,  without  encountering 
'  any  adventure  on  the  road  worth   relating;    nor 

*  did  any  thing  of  confequence  happen  here  during 
'  the  firft  fortnight;   for  as  you  know  neither  Cap- 

*  tain  James  nor  Mifs  Bath,  it  is  fcarce  worth  tell- 

*  ing  you,  that  an  affection,  which  afterwards  ended 

*  in  a  marriage,  began  now  to  appear  between  them, 
'  in  which  it  may  appear  odd  to  you  that  I  made 

*  the  firft  difcovery  of  the  lady's  flame,  and  my  wife 

*  of  the  captain's. 

*  The  feventeenth  day  after  our  arrival  at  Paris^ 

*  I  received  a  letter  from  the  doflor,   which  I  have 

*  in  my  pocket-book;  and,  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  read 
'  it  you  ;  for  I  would  not  willingly  do  any  injury  toi 

*  his  words.' 

The  lady,  you  may  eafily  believe,  defired  to  hear 
the  letter,  and  Booth  read  it  as  follows : 

<«  My  dear  children, 
"  P  O  R  I   will   now  call  you    fo,    as  you    have 
**  neither  of  you  now  any  other  parent  in  this 

*'  world.  Of  this  melancholy  news  I  rhould  have 
*'  fent  you  earlier  notice,  if  I  had  thought  you  ig- 
*'  norant  of  it,  or  indeed  if  I  had  known  whither 
"  to  have  written.  If  your  fifter  hath  received 
*'  any  letters  from  you,  ihe  hath  kept  them  a  fe- 
**  cret,  and  perhaps  out  of  alFcdion  to  you  hath 
*'  repofited  them  in  the  fame  place  where  Ihe  keeps 
**  her  goodnefs,  and  what  I  am  afraid  is  much 
**  dearer  to  her,  her  money.     The  reports  conccrn- 

X  2  "  \i% 
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*'  ing  you,  have  been  various ;  fo  is  always  the  cafe 
"  in  matters  where  men  are  ignorant  j  for  when  no 
*'  man  knows  what  the  truth  is,  every  man  thinks 
"  himfeJf  at  liberty  to  report  what  he  pleafes.  Thofe 
"  who  wifh  you  well.  Ion  Booth,  fay  fimply  that 
**  you  are  dead  ;  others,  that  you  ran  away  from 
"  the  fiege,  and  was  cafliiered.  As  for  my  daugh- 
'^  ter,  all  agree  that  fhe  is  a  faint  above;  and  there 
**  are  not  wantino;  thofe  who  hint  that  her  hufband 
"  fcnt  her  thither.  From  this  beginning  you  will 
**  expeft,  I  I'uppofe,  better  news  than  I  am  going 
"  to  tell  you  J  but  pray,  my  dear  children,  why 
*'  may  not  I,  who  have  always  laughed  at  my  own 
*'  afflictions,  laugh  at  yours,  without  the  cenfure  of 
"  much  malevolence  ?  I  wifh  you  could  learn  this 
*'  temper  from  me ;  for,  take  my  word  for  it,  no- 
'^  thing  truer  ever  came  from  the  mouth  of  a  hca- 
"  then  than  that  fentence, 

*'  -^Leve  fi[  quod  bene  fertur  onus  *, 

"  And  though  I  muft  confefs,  I  never  thought 
*'  Ariftotle  (whom  I  do  not  take  for  fo  great  a 
"  blockhead  as  fome  who  have  never  read  him) 
*^  doih  not  very  well  refolve  the  doubt  which  he 
"  hath  raifed  in  his  Ethics,  viz.  How  a  man,  in 
"  the  midft  of  King  Priam's  misfortunes,  can  be 
*'  called  happy  ?  yet  1  have  long  thought  that  there 
*'  is  no  calamity  fo  great,  that  a  chriftian  philofo- 
"  pher  may  not  reafonably  laugh  at  it.  If  the  hea- 
"  then  Cicero,  doubting  of  immortality  (for  fo  wife 
"  a  man  muft  have  doubted  of  thatv/hich  had  fuch 
''  flender  arguments  to  fupport  it)  could  aflert  it  as 
"  the  office  of  wifdom,  Humanas  res  defpicere  aique 
*'  infra  fe  pofjas  arbitrari  f. 

*  The  burden  becomes  light  by  being  well  borne, 
f  To  look  down  on  all   human  affairs  as  matters  below  his 
coniideration. 

c  «  Which 
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*'  Which  paffage,  with  much  more  to  the  fame 
"  purpofe,  you  will  find  in_  the  third  book  of  his 
'*  Tuiculan  Queftions. 

"  With  how  much  greater  confidence  m.ay  a  good 
"  cliriftian  defpife,  and  even  deride,  all  temporary 
■"  and  ilior-c  tranfnory  evils?  if  the  poor  wretch, 
"  who  is  trudging  on  to  his  miferable  cottage,  can 
**  laugh  at  the  rtorsns  and  tcmpelts,  tlie  rain  and 
*'  v/hirlwinds  which  furround  him,  while  his  richeft 
*^  hope  is  only  that  of  reft  ;  how  much  more  cheer- 
fully muft  a  man  pais  through  fuch  tranficnt  evils, 
whofe  fpirics  are  buoyed  up  with  the  certain  ex- 
"  peftation  of  finding  a  noble  palace,  and  the  mod 
*'  fumptuous  entertainment  ready  to  receive  him  ?  I 
"  do  not  much  like  the  fimile ;  but  I  cannot  think 
"  of  a  better.  And  yet,  inadequate  as  the  fimile 
*■'  is,  we  may,  I  think,  from  the  actions  of  man- 
"  kind,  conclude,  that  they  will  confider  it  as  much 
"  too  ftrong;  for  in  the  cafe  I  have  put  of  the  en- 
'*  tertainment,  is  there  any  man  fo  tender  or  poor- 
"  fpiritcd  as  not  to  defpife,  and  often  to  deride,  the 
*'  fierceft  of  thofe  incleinencies  which  I  have  men- 
*'  tioned  i  but  in  our  journey  to  the  glorious  man- 
*'  fions  of  everlafting  blifs,  how  feverely  is  every 
"  little  rub,  every  trifling  accident  lamented  ;  and 
'*  if  fortune  fhowers  down  any  of  her  heavier  ftorms 
"  upon  us,  how  wretched  do  we  prefently  appear  to 
"  ourfelves  and  to  others !  The  reafon  of  this  can 
"  be  no  other  than  that  we  are  not  in  carneft  in  our 
"  faith;  at  the  bed  we  think,  with  too  little  atten- 
<■'  tion,  on  this  our  great  concern.  While  the  moll 
**  paultry  matters  of  this  world,  even  thofe  pitiful 
*'  trifles,  thofe  childifli  gewgaws,  riches  and  ho- 
"  nours,  are  tranfaded  with  the  utmofi  earneil- 
*^  nefs,  and  moft  ferious  application,  the  grand  and 
"  weighty  afi^air  of  immortality  is  poftponed  and 
"  difregarded,  nor  ever  brought  into  the  lead  com- 
**  petition  with  our  afiairs  here.  If  one  of  my  cloth 
X  3  *'  Ihould 
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fhould  begin  a  difcourfe  of  Heaven  in  the  fcenes 
of  bufinefs  or  pleafure  j  in  the  Court  of  Requefts, 
at  Gai  raway's,  or  at  White's,  would  he  gain  a 
hearing,  unlefsj  perhaps,  of  fome  forry  jefter  who 
would  defire  to  ridicule  him  ?  would  he  not  pre- 
fentiy  acquire  the  name  of  the  mad  parfon,  and 
be  thought  by  all  men  worthy  of  Bedlam  ?  or 
would  he  not  be  treated  as  the  Romans  treated 
their  Aretalogi  *,  and  confidered  in  the  light  of 
a  biilTbon  ?  But  why  fnould  I  mention  thofe  places 
of  hurry  and  worldly  purfuit? — What  attention 
do  we  engage  even  in  the  pulpit  ?  here,  if  a  fer- 
mon  be  prolonged  a  little  beyond  theufual  hour, 
doth  it  not  fet  half  the  audience  afleep  ?  as  I 
queftion  not  I  have  by  this  time  both  my  chil- 
dren.—Well  then,  like  a  good-natured  fijrgeon, 
who  prepares  his  patient  for  a  painful  operation, 
by  endeavouring  as  much  as  he  can  to  deaden  his 
fenfation,  I  will  now  communicate  to  you,  in  your 
flumbering  condition,  the  news  with  which  I  threat- 
ened you.  Your  good  mother,  you  are  to  know, 
is  dead  at  laft,  and  hath  left  her  whole  fortune  to 
her  elder  daugh.ter. — This  is  all  the  ill  news  I  have 
to  tell  you.  Confefs  now,  if  you  are  awake,  did 
you  not  expeft  it  was  much  worfe  P  did  not  you 
apprehend  that  your  charming  child  was  dead  ? 
far  from  it,  he  is  in  perfect  health,  and  the  ad- 
miration of  every  body;  what  is  more,  he  will 
be  taken  care  of,  with  the  tendernefs  of  a  parent, 
till  your  return.  What  pleafure  muft  this  give 
you  !  if  indeed  any  thing  can  add  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  a  married  couple,  who  are  extremely  and 
defervedly  fond  of  each  other,  and,  as  you  write 
me,  in  perfeft  health.  A  fuperftitious  heathen 
Vv'ouid  have  dreaded  the  malice  of  Nemefis  in  your 

*  A  fet  of  beggarly  philofophers,  who  diverted  great  men  at 
their  table  with  burlefquc  dilcourfcs  on  virtue, 

**  fituation  ; 
i 
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"  fituation  ;  but  as  I  am  a  chriftian,  I  fhall  venture 
*'  to  add  another  circumftance  to  your  felicity,  by 
*'  affuring  you  that  you  have,  befides  your  wife,  a 
'^  faithful  and  zealous  friend. — Do  not,  therefore, 
'^  my  dear  children,  fall  into  that  fault  which  the 
''  excellent  Thucydides  obferves,  is  too  common  in 
*'  human  nature,  to  bear  heavily  the  being  deprived 
'^  of  the  fmaller  good,  without  conceiving,  at  the 
'^  fame  time,  any  gratitude  for  the  much  greater 
**  bleffings  which  v.'e  are  fuffered  to  enjoy.  I  have 
'^  only  farther  to  tell  you,  my  fon,  that  when  you 
**  call  at  Mr.  Morand's,  Rue  Dauphine,  you  will 
"  find  yourlelf  worth  a  hundred  pounds.  Good 
"  Heaven  !  how  much  richer  are  you  than  millions 
**  of  people  who  are  in  want  of  nothing!  farewel, 
"  and  know  me  for 

"  Your  fincere  and  afFeclionate  friend.'* 

*  There,  Madam,'  cries  Booth,  *  how  do  you  like 

*  the  letter?' 

'  Oh  i  extremely,'  anfvvered  flie,  *  the  dof^or  is 

*  a  charming  man;   I  always  loved  dearly  to  hear 

*  him  preach.     I  remember  to  have  heard  of  Mrs, 

*  Harris'sdeath  above  a  year  before  I  left  the  country; 
^  but  never  knew  the  particulars  of  her  will  before, 

*  I  am  extremely  forry  for  it,  upon  my  honour.' 

*  Oh  fy!    Madam,'  cries  Booth,  '  have  you  fo 

*  foon    forgot   the   chief   purport    of    the   dod:or's 
^  letter?' 

'  Ay,  ay,'  cried  Hie,  *  thefe  are  very  pretty  things 

*  to  read,   I   acknowledge;   but  the  lois  of  fortune 

*  is  a  ferious  matter;   and  I  am  fure  a  man  of  Mr. 

*  Booth's  underftanding  mitlt  think  fo.'  'Onecon- 
'  fiderarion,    I    mufl  own,   Madam,'    anfu'ercd   he, 

*  a  good  deal    baffled  all  the  dodor's  art^menrs, 

*  This  was  my  concern  for  my  little  growing  fa- 
■  mily,  who  mull  one  day  feci  the  iofs ;  nor  was  I 
f  fo  eafy  upon  Amelia's  account  as  upon  my  own, 

X  4  *  though 
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*  though  fhe  herfelf  put  on  the  utmoft  cheerfulnefs, 

*  and  ftretched  her  invention  to  the  utmoft  to  conn- 
'  fort  me. — But  fure,  Madam,  there  is  fomething 

*  in  the  do6lor's  letter  to  admire  beyond  the  philo- 

*  fophy  of  it  j   what  think  you  of  that  eafy,  gene- 

*  rous,  friendly  manner,  in  which  he  fent  me  the 

*  hundred  pounds  r' 

*  Very  noble  and  great  indeed,'  replied  Ihe  ;  '  but 

*  pray  go  on  with  your  ftory  ;  for  I  long  to  hear  the 

*  whole,' 


CHAP.    XI. 

In  which  Mr,  Booth  relates  his  return  to  England. 

*  l^T  O  T  H  I  N  G  remarkable,    as  I  remember^, 

*  JL^     happened   during  our  ftay  at  Paris,  which 

*  we  left  foon  after,  and  came  to  London.     Here 
^  we  refted  only  two  days,  and  then,  taking  leave 

*  of  our  fellow-travellers,  we  fet  out  for  Wiltfhire, 

*  my  wife  being  fo  impatient  to  fee  the  child  which 
'  fhe  had  left  behind  her,  that  the  child  fhe  carried 

*  v;ith  her  v/as  almoft  killed  with  the  fatigue  of  the 

*  journey. 

*  We   arrived  at  our  inn  late    in   the  eveninor. 

*  Amelia,  though  fhe  had  no  great  reafon   to   be 

*  pleafed  with   any  part  of  her  fitter's  behaviour, 

*  refolved  to  behave  to  her  as  if  nothing  wrong  had. 
'  ever  happened.     She,  therefore,  fent  a  kind  note 

*  to  her  the  moment  of  our  arrival,  giving  her  her 

*  option,  whether  (he  would  come  to  us  at  the  inn,. 

*  or  whether  we  would  that  evening  wait  on  her. 

*  The  fervant,  after  waiting  an  hour,  brought  us  an 
'  anfwer,  excufing  her  from  coming  to  us  fo  late, 

*  as  fhe  was  difordered  with  a  cold,  and  defiring  my 
'  wife  by  no  means  to  think  of  venturing  out  after 

*  the  fatigue  of  her  journey  i  faying,  Ihe  would,  on 

*  that 
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that  account,  defer  the  great  pleafure  of  feeing 
her  till  the  morning,  without  taking  any  more 
notice  of  your  humble  fervant,  than  if  no  fuch 
perfon  had  been  in  the  world,  though  I  had  very 
civilly  fent  my  compliments  to  her.  J  fhould  not 
mention  this  trifle,  if  it  was  not  to  fhew  you  the 
nature  of  the  woman,  and  that  it  will  be  a  kind 
of  key  to  her  future  condu<5l. 

*  When  the  fervant  returned,  the  good  do6lor, 
who  had  been  with  us  almofl  all  the  time  of  his 
abfence,  hurried  us  away  to  his  houfe,  where  we 
prefently  found  a  fupper  and  a  bed  prepared  for 
us.  My  wife  was  eagerly  defirous  to  fee  her  child 
that  night  j  but  the  doiftor  would  not  fuffer  it  j  and 
as  he  was  at  nurfe  at  a  diftant  part  of  the  town, 
and  the  doflor  aiTured  her  he  had  feen  him  in  per- 
fed  health  that  evening,  fiie  fufFered  herfelf  at  lad 
to  be  diffuaded. 

*  We  fpent  that  evening  in  the  moft  agreeable 
manner;  for  the  doftor's  wit  and  humour,  joined 
to  the  higheft  cheerfulnefs  and  good-nature,  made 
him  the  moft  agreeable  companion  in  the  world; 
and  he  was  now  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  which  he 
was  pleafed  to  place  to  our  account.  We  fat  to- 
gether to  a  very  late  hour;  for  fo  excellent  is  my 
wife's  conftitution,  that  fhe  declared  fhe  was  fcarce 
fenfible  of  any  fatigue  from  her  late  journies. 

*  Amelia  flept  not  a  wink  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning  early  the  do6lor  accompanied  us  to  the 
little  infant.  The  tranfporcs  we  felt  on  this  oc- 
cafion  were  really  enchanting,  nor  can  any  but  a 
fond  parent  conceive,  I  am  certain,  rhe  leaft  idea 
of  them.  Our  imaginations  fuggefled  a  hundred 
agreeable  circumftances,  none  of  which  had,  per- 
haps, any  foundation.  We  made  words  and  mean- 
ing out  of  every  found,  and  in  every  feature  found 
out  fome  refemblance  to  my  Amelia,  as  ihe  did  to 
me, 

*  But 
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'  But  I  afk  your  pardon  for  dwelling  on  fuch  in- 

<  cidents  j  and  will  proceed  to  fcenes,  which,  to  mod 

<  perfons,  will  be  more  entertaining. 

f  We  went  hence  to  pay  a  vifjt  to  Mifs  Harris, 
«  whofe  reception  of  us  was,  I  think;;  tr'-ly  » idicu- 

<  lous;  and  as  you  know  the  lady,  I  wiU  c-  :  -avour 

<  to  defcribe  it  particularly.     At  our  firft  tiinval  we 

<  were  ufhered  into  a  parlour,  where  we  were  fuf- 

<  fered   uo   wait   alniolt  an   hour.      At  length   the 

<  lady  of  the  houfe  appeared  in   deep  mourning, 

<  with  a  face,   if  pofiible,  more  difmal   than  her 

<  drefs,  in  which,  however,  there  was  every  ap- 
«  pearance  of  art.     Her  features  were  indeed  fcrew- 

<  ed  up  to  the  very  height  of  grief.      With  this 

<  face,  and  in  the  moft  folemn  gait,  fhe  approached 

<  Amelia,    and  coldly  faluted  her.      After  which, 

<  fhe  made  me  a  very  diftant  formal  courtefy,  and 

<  we  all  fat  down.      A  fhort  filence  now  enfued, 

<  which  Mifs  Harris  at  length  broke,  with  a  deep 

<  ficrh,  and  faid,  "  Sifter,  here  is  a  great  alteration 
<«  in  this  place  fince  you  faw  it  laft;  Heaven  hath 
"  been  pleafed  to  take  my  poor  mother  to  itfelf." — 

*  (Here  fhe  wiped  her  eyes,  and  then  continued) 
**  I  hope  I  know  my  duty,  and  have  learned  a  pro- 
<f  per  refignation  to  the  divine  will  j  but  fome- 
««  thing  is  to  be  allowed  to  grief  for  the  beft  of 
*'  mothers  j  for  fo  fhe  was  to  us  both ;  and  if  at 
*<  laft  Ihe  made  any  diftinclion,  fhe  muft  have  had 
"  her  reafons  for  fo  doing.  1  am  fure  I  can  truly 
<«  fav  I  never  wifhed,  much  lefs  defired  it."  The 
«  tears  now  ftood  in  poor  Amelia's  eyes;  indeed, 

*  fhe  had  paid  too  many  already  for  the  memory 

<  of  fo  unnatural  a  parent.  She  anfwered  with  the 
«  fweetnefs  of  an  angel,  that  fhe  was  far  from  blam- 

<  ing  her  fifter's  emotions  on  fo  tender  an  occafion  ; 
'  that  fhe  heartily  joined  with  her  in  her  grief;  for 

<  that  nothing  which  her  mother  had  done  in  the 
«  latter  part  of  her  life,  could  efface  the  remembrance 

^  *  of 
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of  that  tendernefs  which  (he  had  formerly  fhewn 
her.  Her  filter  caught  hold  of  the  word  efface,  and 
rung  the  changes  upon  it. — '*  Efface!"  cried  (lie, 

*  O  Mifs  Emily  (for  you  muft  not  exped  me  to 
'  repeat  names  that  will  be  for  ever  odious),  I  wifh 
'  indeed  every  thing  could  be  effaced. — Effaced ! 
'  O  that  that  was   poffible  !    we  might  then  have 

*  ftill  enjoyed  my  poor  mother  i  for  I  am  convinced 
'  ftie  never  recovered  her  grief  on  a  certain  occa- 
'  lion." Thus  fhe  ran  on,  and  after  manv  bitter 

flrokes  upon  her  fifter,.  at  laft  direftly  charged 
her  mother's  death  on  my  marriage  with  Amelia. 
1  could  be  filent  then  no  longer.  I  reminded 
her  of  the  perfeft  reconciliation  between  us  be- 
fore my  departure,  and  the  great  fondnefs  which 
fhe  expreffed  for  me  j  nor  could  I  help  faying  in 
very  plain  terms,  that  if  (he  had  ever  changed 
her  opinion  of  me,  as  I  v/as  not  confcious  of 
having  deferved  fuch  a  change  by  my  own  beha- 
viour, I  was  well  convinced  to  whofe  good  offices 
I  owed  it.  Guilt  hath  very  quick  ears  to  an  ac- 
cufation.  Mils  Harris  immediately  anfwered  to 
the  charge.  She  faid,  fuch  fufpicions  were  no 
more  than  fhe  expeded  j  that  they  were  of  a 
piece  with  every  other  part  of  my  condudi,  and 
gave  her  one  confolation,  that  they  ferved  to  ac- 
count for  her  fifter  Emily's  unkindnefs,  as  well 
to  herfelf  as  to  her  poor  deceafed  motJier,  and  in 
fome  meafure  leffened  the  guilt  of  ic  with  regard 
to  her,  fince  it  was  not  eafy  to  know  how  far  a 
woman  is  in  the  power  of  her  hufband.  My  dear 
Amelia  reddened  at  this  rcflccflion  on  me;  and 
begged  her  fiftcr  to  name  any  fingle  inllance  of 
unkindnefs  or  difrefpecfl,  in  which  Ihe  had  ever 
offended.  To  this  the  other  anfwered,  (I  am 
fure  I  repeat  her  words,  tiiough  1  cannot  mimic 
either  the  voice  or  air  with  which  they  were 
fpoken) — "  Pray,  Mifs  Emily,  which  is  to  be  tlic 
*«  judge,  yourfelf  or  that  gentleman  .?    I  remember 

"  the 


3i6  AMELIA.  Book  III. 

*  the  time  when  I  could  have  truded  to  your  judg- 
'  inent  in  any  affair ;  but  you  are  now  no  longer 
^  miftrefs  of  yourCelf,  and  are  not  anfwerable  for 
'  your  actions.  Indeed,  it  is  my  conflant  prayer 
'  thai  your  actions  may  not  be  imputed  to  you. — 

*  It  was   the  conftant  prayer  of  that  blefled  wo- 

*  man,  my  dear  mother,  who  is  now  a  faint  above; 
'  a  faint  whofe  name  I  can  never  mention  v/ithout 

*  a  tear,  though  I  find  you  can  hear  it  without  one. 
^  — I  cannot  help  obferving  fome  concern  on  fo 
'  melancholy  an  occafion  ;  it  feems  due  to  decency; 
'  but  perhaps  (for  I  always  wifh  to  excufe  you) 
'  you   arc  forbid  to  cry."     The  idea  of  being   bid 

or  forbid  to  cry,  ilruck  fo  ftrongly  on  my  fancy, 
that  indignation  only  could  have  prevented  me 
from  hughing.  But  my  narrative,  I  am  afraid, 
begins  to  grow  tedious. — In  fhort,  after  hearing, 
for  near  an  hour,  every  malicious  infinuation 
which  a  fertile  genius  could  invent,  we  took  our 
leave,  and  feparated  as  perfons  who  would  never 
willingly  meet  again. 

*  The  next  morning,  after  this  interview,  Ame- 
lia received  a  long  letter  from  Mifs  Harris ;  in 
which,  after  many  bitter  invedives  againft  me, 
fhe  excufed  her  mother,  alleging  that  (lie  had 
been  driven  to  do  as  fhe  did,  in  order  to  prevent 
Amelia's  ruin,  if  her  fortune  had  fallen  into  my 
hands.  She  likewife  very  remotely  hinted  that 
fne  would  be  only  a  truftee  for  her  filter's  chil- 
dren, and  told  her,  that  on  one  condition  only, 
fhe  would  confent  to  live  with  her  as  a  filler. 
This  was,  if  fhe  could  by  any  means  be  fepa- 
rated from  that  man,  as  the  was  pleafed  to  call 
me,  who  had  caufed  fo  much  mifchief  in  the 
family. 

f  I  was  fo  enraged  at  this  ufage,  that,  had  not 
Amelia  intervened,  I  believe  I  fnould  have  ap- 
plied to  a  magiftrate  for  a  fearch-warrant  for  that 
pi<5turc,  which  there  was  fo  much  reafon  tofufpe(5fc 

<  Ihe 
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*  fhe  had  ftolen ;  and  which,  I  am  convinced,  upon 
'   a  fcarch,  we  {hould  have  found  in  her  pofTcfllon.' 

'  Nay,    it  is  poflible  enough,'   cries  Mifs  Mat- 
thews j    *  for  I   believe   there    is   no  wickednefs  of 

*  which  the  lady  is  not  capable.' 

'  This  agreeable  letter  was  fucceeded  by  another 

*  of   the   like   comfortable   kind,    which    informed 

*  me  that  the   company  in  which  I  was,    being  an 

*  additional  one  raifed  in  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
'  v.'as  reduced  j    fo  that  I  was  now  a  lieutenant  on 

*  half- pay. 

'  Whild  we  were  meditating  on  our  prefent  fitu- 

*  ation,  the  good   do6lor   came  to  us.     When  we 

*  related  to  him  the  manner  in  which  my  fifter  had 

*  treated  us,  he  cried  our,  **  Poor  foul !  I  pity  her 
<'  heartily ;"  for  this  is  the  fevered  refentment  he 
'   ever  exprefles  J    indeed,  I    have  often   heard  him 

<  fay,  that  a  wicked   foul  is   the  greateft  objeft  of 

<  compafnon  in  the  world.' — A  fentiment  which  we 
fhall  leave  the  reader  a  little  time  to  digelt, 

CHAP.     XII. 

In  which  Air.  Booth  concludes  hisjlory, 

c  rr^HE  next  day  the  do6lor  fet  out  for  his  par- 

'  X     fonage,  which   was  about  thirty  miles  dif- 

'  rant,  whither  Amelia  and  myfelf  accompanied  him, 

*  and  where  v/e  flayed  with  him  all  the  time  of  his 
'  refidence  there,   being  almoft  three  months. 

*  The    fituation  of  the    parifh  under   my  good 

*  friend's  care  is  very  pleafanr.     It  is  placed  among 

*  meadows,   waflicd   by  a  clear  trout  flream,  and 

*  flanked  on  both  fides  with  downs.  His  houfe, 
'  indeed,  would  not  much  attradl  the  admiration  of 
'  the  virtuofo.     He  built  it  himfelf,   and    it   is  re- 

*  markabie  only  for  its   plainnefsj    with  which  the 

*  furniture  fo  well  agrees,  that  there  is  no  one  thing 
'  in  it  that  may  not  be  abfolutely  necelTary,  except 

^  books. 
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books,  and  the  prints  of  Mr.  Hogarth,  whonn  he 
calls  a  moral  fatirift, 

'  Nothing,  however,  can  be  innagined  more 
agreeable  than  the  life  that  the  dodtor  leads  in 
this  homely  houfe,  which  he  calls  his  earthly  pa- 
radife.  All  his  parifhioners,  whom  he  treats  as 
his  children,  regard  him  as  their  common  father. 
Once  in  a  week  he  conftantly  vifits  every  houfe 
in  the  parifh,  examines,  commends,  and  rebukes, 
as  he  finds  occafion.  This  is  pra6tifcd  likewife  by 
his  curate  in  his  abfence  i  and  fo  good  an  effeft 
is  produced  by  this  their  care,  that  no  quarrels 
ever  proceed  either  to  blows  or  law-fuits;  no 
beggar  is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  parifh  j  nor 
did  I  ever  hear  a  very  profane  oath  all  the  time  I 
lived  in  it. 

*  But  to  return,  from  fo  agreeable  a  digreflion, 
to  my  own  atfairs,  that  are  much  lefs  worth 
your  attention.  In  the  midft  of  all  the  pleafures 
i  tailed  in  this  fweet  place,  and  in  the  moft  de- 
lightful company,  the  woman  and  man  whom  I 
loved  above  all  things,  melancholy  reflections  con- 
cerning my  unhappy  circumftances  would  often 
fteal  into  my  thoughts.  My  fortune  was  now 
reduced  to  lefs  than  forty  pounds  a  year ;  I  had 
already  two  children,  and  my  dear  Amelia  was 
again  with  child. 

'  One  day  the  doftor  found  me  fitting  by  myfelf, 
and  employed  in  melancholy  contemplations  on 
this  fubjecft.  He  told  me  he  had  obferved  mt 
growing  of  late  very  feriousj  that  he  knew  the 
occafion,  and  neither  wondered  at,  nor  blamed 
me.  He  then  afked  me  if  I  had  any  profpefl  of 
going  again  into  the  army  ;  if  not,  what  fcheme 
of  life  I  propofed  to  myfelf  f 
<  I  told  him,  that  as  I  had  no  powerful  friends, 
1  could  have  but  little  expedlations  in  a  military 
way  ;  that  I  was  as  incapable  of  thinking  of  any 
other  fcheme,  as  all  bufinefs  required  fome  know- 


*  ledge 
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'  ledge  or  experience,  and  likewife  money  to  fee  up 
'  with;    of  all  which  I  was  deftitute. 

'^  You  mud  know  then,  child,"  faid  the  doftor, 
*'  that  I  have  been  thinking  on  this  fubje(fl  as  well 
"  as  you  J  for  I  can  think,  I  promife  you,  with  a 
"  pleafant  countenance."  Thefe  were  his  words. 
*'  As  to  the  army,  perhaps  means  might  be  found 
*'  of  getting  you  another  commiffion  ;  but  my 
"  daughter  feems  to  have  a  violent  objection  to  it ; 
''  and  to  be  ph'n,  I  fancy  you  yourfelf  will  find 
"  no  glory  miake  you  amends  for  your  abfcnce 
"  from  her.  And  for  my  parr,"  faid  he,  *•'  I  never 
<*  think  thofe  men  wife,  who,  for  any  worldly  in- 
"  tereft,  forego  the  greateft  happinefs  of  their  lives. 
"  If  I  miftake  not,"  fays  he,  "a  country  life,  where 
"  you  could  be  always  together,  would  make  you 
*'  both  much  happier  people." 

*  I  anfwered,  that  of  all  things  I  preferred  it 
'  mofl ;  and  I  believed  Amelia  was  of  the  fame 
'  opinion. 

*  The  do£lor,  after  a  little  hefitation,  propofed 
'  to  me  to  turn  farmer,  and  offered  to  let  me  his 

*  parfonage,   which  was  then  become  vacant.     He 

*  faid,  it  was  a  farm  which  required  but  Ifttle  ftock, 
'  and  that  little  Ihould  not  be  wanting. 

*  I  embraced  this  offer  very  eagerly,  and  with 
'  great  thankfulnefs,  and  immediately  repaired  to 
'  Amelia  to  communicate  it  to  her,  and  to  know 

*  her  fentiments. 

*  Amelia    received    the   news   with   the   higheff 

*  tranfports  of  joy  j    Ihe  faid  that  her  greateft  fear 

*  had  always   been  of  my  entering  again   into  the 

*  army.     She  was  fo  kind  as  to  fay,  that  all  ftations 

*  of  life  were  equal  to  her,  unlefs  as  one  afforded 

*  her  more  of  my  company  than  another.  "  And 
**  as  to  our  children,"  faid  Ihe,  <*  let  us  breed  them 
'*  up  to  an  humble  fortune,  and  they  will  be  con- 
"  tented  with  it;  for  none,"  added  my  angel,  **de- 
*^  ferves  happinefs,  or  indeed,    are  capable  of  it, 

•'  v,ho 
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"  who  make  any  particular  ftation  a  neccflary  in- 
"  gredienc." 

*  Thus,  Madam,  you  fee  me  degraded  from  my 

*  former  rank  in  life  j    no  longer  Captain  Booth, 
«  but  Farmer  Booth  at  your  fervice. 

'  During  my  firfh  year's  continuance  in  this  new 

*  fcene  of  life,  nothing,  I  think,  remarkable  hap- 

<  pened  i   the  hiflory  of  one  day  would,  indeed,  be 

<  the  hidory  of  che  whole  year.* 

'  Well,  pray  then,'  faid  Mifs  Matthews,  *  do  let 
«  us  hear  the  hiftory  of  that  day;    1  have  a  ftrange 

<  curiofity  to  know  how  you  could  kill  your  time  ; 

*  and  do,  if  poflible,  find  out  the  very  beft  day  you 

<  can.' 

*  If  you  command  me.  Madam,'  anfwered  Booth, 
f  you  muft  yourfelf  be  accountable  for  the  dulnefs 

*  of  the  narrative.     Nay,  I  believe,  you  have  im- 
«  pofed  a  very  difficult  talk  on  me  j  for  the  greateft 

<  happinefs  is  incapable  of  defcription. 
<  I  rofe  then.  Madam ' 

*  O,  the  moment  you  waked,  undoubtedly,*  faid 

<  Mifs  Matthews..^ 

«  Ufually,'  faid  he,  *  between  five  and  fix.* 

'  I  will  have  no  ufually,'  cried  Mifs  Matthews, 

*  you  are  confined  to  a  day,  and  it  is  to  be  the  beft 

<  and  happieft  in  the  year.' 

*  Nay,  Madam,'  cries  Booth,  <  then  I  muft  tell 
«  you  the  day  in  which  Amelia  was  brought  to  bed, 

*  after  a  painful  and  dangerous  labour;    for  that  I 

*  think  was  the  happieft  day  of  my  life.' 

'  I  proteft,'  faid  flie,  '  you  are  become  farmer 
«  Booth,  indeed.  What  a  happinefs  have  you  painted 
^  to  my  imagination !    you  put  me  in  mind  of  a 

*  news-paper,  where  my  lady  fuch-a-one  is  delivered 
«  of  a  fon,    to  the  great  joy  of  fome  illuftrious 

*  family.' 

«  Why  then,  I  do  afTure  you,  Mifs  Matthews,' 
cries  Booth,  «  1  fcarce  know  a  circumftance   that 

^  dif- 


Chap,  12.  A  M  E  L  I  A.  3^^ 

diftinguifhed  one  day  from  another.  The  whole 
was  one  continued  feries  of  love,  health,  and  tran- 
quillity. Our  lives  refembled  a  calm  fea. — 
'  The  dulleft  of  all  ideas,'  cries  the  lady. 
'  I  know,*  faid  he,  '  it  muil  appear  dull  in  de- 
fcription  ;  for  who  can  defcribe  the  pleafures  which 
ihe  morning  air  gives  to  one  in  perfect  health  j 
the  flow  of  fpirits  which  Iprings  up  from  exercife  ; 
the  delights  which  parents  feel  from  th.e  prattlcj 
and  innocent  follies  of  their  children ;  the  joy  with 
v.'hich  the  tender  fmile  of  a  wife  infpircs  a  hul- 
band  5  or  laftly,  the  cheerful,  folid  comfort  which 
a  fond  couple  enjoy  in  each  other's  converfation* 
— All  thefe  pleafures,  and  every  other  of  which 
our  fituation  was  capable,  we  tailed  in  the  higheft 
degree.  Our  happineis,  was,  perhaps,  too  greats 
for  fortune  feemed  to  grow  envious  of  if,  and  in- 
teroofed  one  of  the  moll  cruel  accidents  that  could 
have  befallen  us,  by  robbing  us  of  our  dear  Iriend 
the  docftor.' 

'  I  am  forry  for  it,'  faid  Mifs  Matthev/s.  *  He 
was  indeed  a  valuable  man,  and  I  never  heard  of 
his  death  before.' 
*  Long  may  it  be  before  any  one  hears  of  it,' 
cries  Booth.  *  He  is,  indeed,  dead  to  us;  but  will, 
I  hope,  enjoy  many  happy  years  of  life.  You 
know.  Madam,  the  obligations  he  had  to  his  pa- 
tron the  earl  j  indeed,  it  was  impoffible  to  be 
once  in  his  company  without  hearing  of  them  j 
I  am  fure  you  will  neither  wonder  that  he  was 
chofcn  to  attend  the  young  lord  in  his  travels  as 
his  tutor,  nor  that  the  good  man,  however xiifa- 
greeable  it  might  be  (as  in  faft  it  was)  to  his  in- 
clination, fliould  comply  with  the  earnefl:  requelt 
of  his  friend  and  patron. 

'  By  this  means  I  was  bereft  not  only  of  the  bed 
companion  in  the  world,  but  of  the  bell  counfel- 
lorj  a  lofs  of  which  i  have  lince  felt  the  bitter 
Vol.  VIII.  Y  '  con- 
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confequence  ;  for  no  greater  advantage,  I  ann  con- 
vinced, can  arrive  to  a  young  man  who  hath  any 
degree  of  understanding,  than  an  intimate  con- 
verfe  with  one  of  riper  years,  who  is  not  only 
able  to  advife,  but  who  knows  the  manner  of  ad- 
vifing.  By  this  means  alone,  youth  can  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  age,  and  that  at 
a  time  of  life  when  fuch  experience  will  be  of 
more  fervice  to  a  man^  than  when  he  hath  lived 
long  enough  to  acquire  it  of  himfelf. 

*  From  want  of  my  fage  counfellor,  I  now  fell 
into  many  errors.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  in  en- 
larging my  bufinefs,  by  adding  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  a  year  to  the  parfonage;  in  renting 
which  I  had  alfo  as  bad  a  bargain  as  the  do6tor 

*  had  before  given  me  a  good  one.  The  confe- 
quence of  which  was,  that  whereas,  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  year,  I  was  worth  upwards  of  fourfcore 
pounds;  at  the  end  of  the  fecond,  I  was  near 
half  that  fum  worfe  (as  the  phrafe  is)  than  no- 
thing. 

'  A  fecond  folly  I  was  guilty  of,  in  uniting 
families  with  the  curate  of  the  parilTi,  who  had 
juft  married,  as  my  vv'ife  and  I  thought,  a  very 
good  fort  of  a  woman.  We  had  not,  however, 
lived  one  month  together,  before  I  plainly  per- 
ceived this  good  fort  of  a  woman  had  taken  a  great 
prejudice  againft  my  Amelia;  for  which,  if  I 
had  not  known  fomething  of  the  human  pafilons, 
and  that  high  place  which  envy  holds  among 
them,  I  fhould  not  have  been  able  to  account  i 
for  fo  far  was  my  angel  from  having  given  her 
any  caufe  of  diflike,  that  (he  had  treated  her  not 
only  with  civility,  but  kindnefs. 

*  Befides  fuperiority  in  beauty,  which,  I  believe, 
all  the  world  would  have  allowed  to  Amelia, 
there  was  another  caufe  of  this  envy,  which  I  am 
almoft  alhamed  to  raentionj  as  it  may  well  be 

'  called 
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called  my  greatcft  folly.  You  are  to  know  then. 
Madam,  that  from  a  boy  I  had  been  always  fond 
of  driving  a  coach,  in  which  I  valued  myfelfon 
having  fome  fkill.  This,  perhaps,  was  an  in- 
nocent, but  I  allow  it  to  have  been  a  childifli 
vanity.  As  I  had  an  opportunity,  therefore,  of 
buying  an  old  coach  and  harnefs  very  cheap  (in- 
deed they  coft  me  but  twelve  pounds)  and  as  I 
confidered  that  the  fame  horles  which  drew  my 
waggons,  would  likewife  draw  my  coach,  I  re- 
folved  on  indulging  myfelf  in  the  purchafe. 
'  The  confequence  of  fetting  up  this  poor  old 
coach  is  inconceivable.  Before  this,  as  my  wife 
and  myfelf  had  very  little  diftinguifhed  ourfelves 
from  the  other  farmers  and  their  wives,  either 
in  our  drefs,  or  our  way  of  living,  they  treated 
us  as  their  equals;  but  now  they  began  to  con- 
fider  us  as  elevating  ourfelves  into  a  flate  of  fu- 
periority,  and  immediately  began  to  envy,  hate, 
and  declare  war  againfl:  us.  The  neighbouring 
little  fquires  too,  were  uneafy  to  fee  a  poor  renter* 
become  their  equal  in  a  mattef  in  which  they 
placed  fo  much  dignity;  and  not  doubting  but  ic 
arofe  in  me  from  the  fame  oftentation,  they  be- 
gan to  hate  me  likewife,  and  to  turn  my  equi- 
page into  ridicule;  aflcrting  that  my  horfes,  which 
were  as  well  matched  as  any  in  the  kingdom, 
were  of  different  colours  and  fizes ;  with  much 
more  of  that  kind  of  wir,  the  only  bafis  of  which 
is  lying. 

'  But  what  will  appear  more  furprifing  to  you, 
Madam,  was,  that  the  curate's  wife,  who  being 
lame,  had  more  ufe  of  the  coach  than  my  Amelia 
(indeed,  fhe  feldom  went  to  church  in  any  other 
manner)  was  one  of  my  bitterell  enemies  on  the 
occafion.  If  fhe  had  ever  any  dil'pute  with  Ame- 
lia, which  all  the  fweetnefs  of  my  poor  girl  could 
not  fometimcs  avoid,  fhe  was  fuic  tu  introduce 
y  2  *  with 
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*  with  a  malicious  fneer,  "  Though  my  hufband 
*^  doth  not  keep  a  coach,  Madam."     Nay,  fhe  took 

*  this  opportunity  to  upbraid  my  wife  with  the  lofs 
'  of  her  fortune,  alleging,  That  fome  folks  might 
'  have  had   as  good  pretenfions  to  a  coach  as  other 

*  folks,  and  a  better  too,  as  they  brought  a  better 
'  fortune  to  their  hufbands,  but  that  all  people  had 
'  not  the  art  of  making  brick  without  draw. 

*  You  will  wonder,  perhaps,  Madam,  how  I  can 
'  remember  fuch   ftuff,  which,  indeed,  was  a  long 

*  time  only  matter  of  amufement  to  both  Amelia 

*  and  myfelf  j  but  we,  at  laft,  experienced  the 
'  mifchievous  nature   of  envy,   and    that   it  tends 

*  rather   to  produce  tragical   than  comical  events. 

*  My  neighbours    now   began   to   confpire   againft 

*  me.     They  nicknamed  me,  in  derifion,  the  Squire 

*  Farmer.     Whatever  I  bought,  I  was  fure  to  buy 

*  dearer,   and   when   I  fold,   I   was  obliged  to  fell 

*  cheaper  than  any  other.      In  favfl,   they  were  all 

*  united ;  and  while  they  every  day  committed 
<  trefpafles  on  my  lands  with  impunity,  if  any  of 

*  my  cattle  efcaped  into  their  fields,  I  was  either 
'  forced  to  enter  into  a  law-fuit,  or  to  make  amends 
'  fourfold  for  the  damage  fuftained. 

*  The  confequences  of  all  this  could  be  no  other 
^  than  that  ruin  which  enfued.  Without  tiring  you 
'  with   particulars,   before  the  end  of  four  years,   I 

*  became    involved    in    debt    near    three    hundred 

*  pounds,  more  than  the  value  of  all  my  effects. 
'  My  landlord  feized  my  flock  for  rent  j  and  to 
'  avoid  immediate  confinement  in  prifon,  I  was 
'  forced   to  leave  the  country,  with  all  that  I  hold 

*  dear  in  the  world,  my  wife,  and  my  poor  little 
'  family, 

*  In   this  condition,   I  arrived  in  town  five  or  fix 

*  days  ago.  I  had  juft  taken  a  lodging  in  the  verge 
'  ot'the  court,  and  had  writ  my  dear  Amelia  word 
'  where  Ihe  might  find  me,  when  fiie  had  fettled 

her 
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'  her  affairs  in  the  beft  manner  fhe  could.  That 
'  very  evening,  as  I  was  returning  home  from  a 
'  coffee-houfc,  a  fray  happening  in  the  ftreer,  I 
'  endeavoured  to  affifl:  the  injured  party,  when  I  was 

*  feized  by  the  watch,  and  after  being  confined  all 
'  night  in    the  round- houfe,   was  conveyed  in  the 

*  morning  before  a  juftice  of  peace,  who  committed 
'  me  hither;  where  I  Ihould  probably  have  Itarved, 
'  had  I  not,  from  your  hands,  found  a  mod:  unac- 

*  countable  prefervation. — And  here,  give  me  leave 

*  to  aflure  you,  my  dear  Mifs  Matthews,  that  what- 

*  ever  advantage  I  may  have  reaped  from  your  mif- 
'  fortune,  I  fincerely  lament  itj  nor  would  I  have 
'  purchafed  any  relief  to  myfelf  at  the  price  of  feeing 

*  you  in  this  dreadful  place.' 

He  fpoke  thefe  Jaft  words  with  great  tendernefs ; 
for  he  was  a  man  of  confummate  good-nature,  and 
had  formerly  had  much  affection  for  this  young  ladv; 
indeed,  more  than  the  generality  of  people  are  capa- 
ble of  entertaining  for  any  perfon  whatloever. 


Y  7  CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.     I. 

Containing  z'ery  myjierious  matter, 

ISS  Matthews  did  not  in  the  leail  fall  fhort 
of"  Mr.  Booth  in  exprefTions  of  tendernels. 
Her  eyes,  the  moll  eloquent  orators  on 
fuch  occafions,  exerted  their  utmoft  force ;  and,  an 
the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech,  Ihe  cull  a  look  as  lan- 
guilhingly  fvveec,  as  ever  Cleopatra  gave  to  An- 
tony. In  real  fa(5l,  this  Mr.  Booth  had  been  her 
firfl:  love,  and  had  made  more  imprefTions  on  her 
young  heart,  which  the  learned  in  this  branch  of 
philolbphy  affirm,  and  perliaps  truly,  are  never  to 
be  eradicated. 

When  Booth  had  finiflied  his  (lory,  a  filence  en- 
fued  of  fome  minutes  j  an  interval  which  the  painter 
would  defcribe  much  better  than  the  writer.  Some 
readers  may,  however,  be  able  to  make  pretty  per- 
tinent conjeflures,  by  what  I  have  laid  above,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  are  told  that  Mifs  Matthew^,  broke 
the  filence  by  a  figh,  and  cried,  *  Why  is  Mr.  Booth 

*  unwilling   to  allow  me  the  happinefs  of  thinking 

*  my  misfortunes  have  been  of  fome  little  advantage 
'  to  him  ?    furc  the  happy  Amelia  v/ould  not  be  fo 

*  felfiHi  to  envy  me  that  pleafure.     No;    not  if  fne 

y  4  *  was 
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was  as  much  the  fondefl;  as  (he  is  the  happieft  of 
women.'  '  Good  Heavens !  Madam,'  faid  he, 
do  you  call  my  poor  Amelia  the  happieft  of  wo- 
men ?'  *  Indeed  1  do,'  anfwered  flie  brifldy.— *  O 
Mr.  Booth  !  there  is  a  fpeck  of  white  in  her  for- 
tune, which,  vv^hen  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  fenfible 
woman,  makes  her  full  amends  for  all  the  crofles 
which  can  attend  her — Perhaps  fhe  may  not  be 
fenfible  of  it;    but  if  it  had  been  my  bleft  fate — 

0  Mr.  Booth  1  could  I  have  thought  when  we  were 
firft  acquainted,  that  the  moft  agreeable  man  in 
the  v/orld  had  been  capable  of  making  the  kind,- 
the  tender,  the  affeftionate  hufband — the  happy 
Amelia,  in  thofe  days,  was  unknown;  Heaven 
had  not  then  given  her  a  profpeft  of  the  happinefs 
it  intended  her— but  yet  it  did  intend  it  her;  for 
fure  there  is  a  fatality  in  the  affairs  of  love;  and 
the  more  I  refleil  on  mv  own  life,  the  more  I  am 
convinced  of  it.  O  Heavens !  how  a  thouf^nd 
little  circumftances  crowd  into  my  mind.  When 
you  firft  marched  into  our  town,  you  had  then  the 
colours  in  your  hand  ;  as  you  pafled  under  the 
window  where  I  flood,  my  glove,  by  accident, 
dropt  into  the  ftreet ;  you  ftooped,  took  up  my 
glove,  and  putting  it  upon  the  fpike  belonging  to 
your  colours,  lifted  it  up  to  the  window.  Upon 
this    a  young  lady,    who  ftood   by,   faid,    "  So, 

Mifs,  the  young  officer  hath  accepted  your  chaU 
lenge."  I  blufned  then,  and  I  blulh  now,   when 

1  confefs  to  you,  I  thought  you  the  prettieft  young 
fellow  1  had  ever  (ecn ;  and,  upon  my  foul,  I 
believe  you  was  then  the  prettieft  fellow  in 
tb.e  world.' — Booth   here   made   a  low  bow,   and 

cried,  '  O  dear  Madam,  how  ignorant  was  I  of 
my  own  happinefs !'  '  Would  you  really  have 
thought  fo  r'  anfwered  ftie  ;  *  however,  there  is 
fome  politenefs,  if  there  be  no  finceriiy  in  what 
you  fay.'     Here   the  governor  of  the  enchanted 

caftle  interrupted  them,  and  entering  the  room  with- 
out 
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out  any  ceremony,  acquainted  the  lady  and  gentle- 
man, that  it  was  locking-up  time;  and  addreffing 
Booth  by  the  name  of  captain,  afked  him  if  he 
would  not  pleafe  to  have  a  bed  ;  adding,  that  he 
might  have  one  in  the  next  room  to  the  lady,  but 
that  it  would  come  dear  ;  for  that  he  never  let  a  bed 
in  that  room  under  a  guinea,  nor  could  he  afford  in 
cheaper  to  his  father. 

No  anfwer  was  made  to  this  propofal ;  but  Mifs 
Matthews,  who  had  already  learnt  fome  of  the  ways 
of  the  houfe,  faid,  flie  believed  Mr.  Booth  would 
like  to  drink  a  glafs  of  fomething ;  upon  which 
the  governor  immediately  trumpeted  forth  the 
praifes  of  his  rack  punch,  and  v/ithout  waiting  for 
any  farther  commands,  prefently  produced  a  large 
bowl  of  that  liquor. 

The  governor,  having  recommended  rhe.goodnefs 
of  his  punch  by  a  hearty  draught,  began  to  revive 
the  other   matter,   faying,   that  he  was  juft  going  to 

bed,  and  mud  firft  lock  up. *  But  fuppofe,'   faid 

Matthews,  with  a  fmile,  *  the  captain  and  I  fhould 
'  have  a  mind  to  fit  up  all  night.' — 'With  all  my 

*  heart,  faid  the  governor  j  but  I  expedl  a  confldera- 

*  tion  for  thofe  matters.  For  my  part,  I  don't  en- 
'  quire  into  what  doth  not  concern  me;  but  fingle 
<  and  double  are  two  things.     If  I  lock  up  double,  I 

*  expeft  half  a  guinea  j  and  I'm  fure  the  captain  can- 
'  not  think  that's  out  of  the  way — It  is  but  the  price 
f  of  a  bagnio.' 

Mifs  Mitthews's  face  became  of  the  colour  of 
fcarlet  a:  thofe  words — Plowever,  fne  muftered  up 
her  fpirics,  and  turning   to  Booth   faid,    *  What  fay 

*  you,  captain  ?  for  my  own  part,  I  had  never  lefs  in- 

*  clination  to  Qeep  ;.  which  hath  the  greater  charms 

*  for  you,  the  punch  or  the  pillow  ?'    *  1  hope.   Ma- 

*  dam,'    anfwered  Booth,    *  you   have  a  better  opi- 

*  nion   of  me,    than    to  doubt   my    preferring    Mifs 

*  Matthews's  converfacion  to  either.'     '  I  alfure  you,* 

7  replied 
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r  plied  fhe,    '  it  is  no  compliment  to  you,  to  fay  I 
*  prefer  yours  to  fleep  at  this  time.' 

The  governor  then,  having  received  his  fee,  de- 
parted J  and  turning  the  key,  left  the  gentleman 
and  the  lady  to  themfelvcs. 

In  imitation  of  him,  we  will  lock  up  likewife  a 
fcene,  which  we  do  not  think  proper  to  expofe  to 
the  eyes  of  the  public.  If  any  over  curious  readers 
Ihould  be  difappointed  on  this  occafion,  we  will  re- 
commend fuch  readers  to  the  apologies  with  whith 
certain  gay  ladies  have  lately  been  pleafcd  to  oblige 
the  world,  where  they  v/ill  poffibly  find  every  thing 
recorded,  that  pall  at  this  interval. 

But  though  we  decline  painting  the  fcene,  it  is 
not  our  intention  to  conceal  from  the  world  the 
frailty  of  Mr.  Booth,  or  of  his  fair  partner,  who  cer- 
tainly pad  that  evening,  in  a  manner  inconfiftent 
with  the  ftridt  rules  of  virtue  and  chaftity. 

To  fay  the  truth,  we  are  much  more  concerned 
for  the  behaviour  of  the  gentleman  than  of  the 
lady,  not  only  for  his  fake,  but  for  the  fake  of  the 
bed  woman  in  the  vv^orld,  whom  we  fhould  be  forry 
to  confider  as  yoked  to  a  man  of  no  worth  nor  ho- 
nour. 

We  defire,  therefore,  the  good-natured  and  can- 
did reader  v/ill  be  pleafed  to  weigh  attentively  the 
feveral  unlucky  circumftances  which  concurred  fo 
critically,  that  fortune  lecmed  to  have  ufed  her  ut- 
moll  endeavours  to  enfnare  poor  Booth's  conftancy. 
Let  the  reader  fee  before  his  eyes  a  fine  young  wo- 
man, in  a  manner,  a  firft  love,  conferring  obliga- 
tions, and  ufing  every  art  to  foften,  to  allure,  to 
win,  and  to  enfiame  j  let  him  confider  the  time  and 
place;  let  him  remember  that  Mr.  Booth  was  a 
young  fellow,  in  the  higheft  vigour  of  life;  and 
iaftly,  let  him  add  one  fingle  circumdance,  that 
the  parties  were  alone  together ;  and  then,  if  he  will 
not  acquit  the  defendant,  he  muft  be  convi(5led  i  for 
1  have  nothing  more  to  fay  in  his  defence. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

^he  latter  fart  of  which  we  expert  will  pleafe  our  reader 
better  than  the  former, 

A  Whole  week  did  our  lady  and  gentleman  live 
in  this  crinninal  converfation,  in  which  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  fornner  was  much  more  perfeft  than 
that  of  the  latter;  for  though  the  charms  of  Mifs 
Matthews,  and  her  exceffive  endearments,  fometimes 
lulled  every  thought  in  the  fweet  lethargy  of  plea- 
furej  yet  in  the  intervals  of  his  fits,  his  virtue 
alarmed  and  roufed  him,  and  brought  the  image  of 
poor  injured  Amelia  to  haunt  and  torment  him.  In 
fact,  if  we  regard  this  world  only,  it  is  the  interefl 
of  every  man  to  be  either  perfedlly  good,  or  com- 
pletely bad.  He  had  better  deftroy  his  confcience, 
than  gently  wound  it.  The  many  bitter  refleflions 
which  every  bad  a6lion  cofts  a  mind  in  which  there 
are  any  remains  of  goodnefs,  are  not  to  be  compen- 
fated  by  the  higheft  pleafures  which  fuch  an  ad:ion 
can  produce. 

So  it  happened  to  Mr.  Booth.  Repentance  ne- 
ver failed  to  follow  his  tranfgrefTions ;  and  yet  ib 
perverfe  is  our  judgment,  and  fo  flippery  is  the 
defcent  of  vice,  when  once  we  are  entered  into  it, 
the  fame  crime  which  he  now  repented  of,  became 
a  reafon  for  doing  that  which  was  to  caufe  his  fu- 
ture repentance  ;  and  he  continued  to  fin  on,  be- 
caufe  he  had  begun.  His  repentance,  however,  re- 
turned dill  heavier  and  heavier,  till,  at  lalt,  it  flung 
him  into  a  melancholy,  which  Mifs  M:uthevvs 
plainly  perceived,  and,  at  which,  fhe  could  not 
avoid  exprefllng  fome  relentment  in  obfcure  hints, 
and  ironical  compliments  on  Amelia's  fuperiority  to 
her  whole  fex,  who  could  not  cloy  a  gay  young  fel- 
low by  many  years  polTefllon.  Siie  would  then 
repeat  the  compliments  which  others  had  made  to 

her 
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her  own  beauty — and  could  not  forbear  once  cry- 
ing out :  *  Upon  my  loul,  my  dear  Billy,  I  believe 
'  the  chief  diladvantage  on  my  fide,   is  in  my  fupe- 

*  rior  fondnefsj  for  love,  in  the  minds  of  men,  hath 

*  one  quality,  at  lead,  of  a  fever,  which  is  to  pre- 

*  fer  coidnefs  in  the  objecl.     Confefs,  dear  Will,  is 

*  there  not  fomething  vaftly  refrefhing  in  the  cool 

*  air  of  a  prude.' — Booth  fetched  a  deep  figh,  and 
begged  her  never  more  to  mention  Amelia's  name. 
— *  O  Will,'   cries  (he,  '  did  that  requeft  proceed 

*  from   the  motive   I   could  wifh,  i  fhould  be  the 

*  happieft  of  womankind.' — '  You  would  not  fure, 

*  Madam,'  faid   Booth,    *^  defire   a   facrifice,  which 

*  1  mud  be  a  villain  to  make  to  any  ?' ^  Defire  !* 

anfvvered  (he,  *  are  there  any  bounds  to  the  defires 

*  of  love  !   have  not  I  been  lacrificed  ?   hath  not  my 

*  firfl;  love  been  torn  from  my  bleeding  heart  ? — I 

*  claim  a  prior  right — As  for  facrifices,   I  can  make 

*  them  tooi  and  would  facrifice  the  whole  world  at 

*  the  leaft  call  of  my  love.' 

Here  fhe  delivered  a  letter  to  Booth,  which  fhe 
had  received  within  an  hour,  the  contents  of  which 
were  thefe  : 

'  Dearefl:  Madam, 

*  'T^^HOSE  only  who  truly  know  what  love  iss^ 

*  -"-     can   have  any  conception   of  the  horrors  I 

*  felt  at  hearing  of  your  confinement  at  my  arrival 

*  in  town,  which  was  this  morning,     I  immediately 

*  fent  my  lawyer  to  enquire  into  the  particulars, 
'  who  brought  me  the  agreeable  news  that  the 
<  man,  whole  heart's  blood  ought  not  to  be  valued 

*  at  the  rate  of  a  fingle  hair  of  yours,  is  entirely 

*  out  of  all  danger,  and  that  you  might  be  ad- 
«  mitted  to  bail.      I  prefently  ordered  him  to  go 

*  with   two  of  my  tradefmen,   who  are  to  be  bound 

*  in  any  fum  for  your  appear-^nce,  if  he  fhould   be 

*  mean  enough   to  profecute  you.      Though  you 

*  may  expedt  my  attorney  with  you  foon,  I  would 

*  no£ 
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«  not  delay  fending  this,  as  I  hope  the  news  will  be 

*  agreeable  to  you.  My  chariot  will  attend  at  the 
'  fame  time  to  carry  you  wherever  you  pleafe.     You 

*  may  eafiiy  guefs  what  a  violence  I  have  done  to 
^  mylelf  in  not  waiting  on  you  in  perfon  j  but  I,  who 

*  know  your  delicacy,  feared  it  might  offend,  and 

*  that  you  might  think   me   ungenerous  enough  to 

*  hope  from  your  diilreffes  an  unhappinefs,  which  I 

*  am  refolved  to  owe  to  your  free  gift  alone,  when 

*  your  good-nature  fhall  induce  yon  to  beftow  on 
^  me  what  no  man  living  can  merit.  I  beg  you 
'  will  pardon  all  the  contents  of  this  hafly  letter, 
'  and  cio  m.e  the  honour  of  believing  me, 

«  Deareft  Madam, 

*  Your  moft  palHonate  admirer, 

'  and  moft  obedient  hutnble  fervanr, 

«  D  A  M  O  N/ 

Booth  thouo;ht  he  had  fomewhere  before  feen  the 
fame  hand  j  but  in  his  prefent  hurry  of  fpirits  could 
not  recollect  whofe  it  was;  nor  did  the  lady  give 
him  any  time  for  refle6lion  :  for  he  had  fcarce  read 
the  letter  when  (he  produced  a  little  bit  of  paper, 
and  cried  our,  '  Here,  Sir,  here  are  the  contents 
'  which  he  fears  will  offend  me.'  She  then  put  a 
bank-bill  of  a  hundred  pounds  into  Mr.  Booth's 
hands,  and  afked  him  with  a  fmile.  If  he  did  not 
think  fhe  had  reafon  to  be  offended  with  fo  much 
infolence  ? 

Before  Booth  could  return  any  anfwer,  the  gover- 
nor arrived,  and  introduced  Mr.  Rogers  the  attor- 
ney, wlio  acquainted  the  lady,  that  he  had  brought 
her  difchargc  from  her  confinement,  and  that  a 
chariot  waited  at  the  door  to  attend  her  wherever 
fhe  pleafed. 

She  received  the  difcharge  from  Mr,  Rogers,  and 
laid,  flie  was  very  much  obliged  to  the  ir<ntlcman 
who  employed  him,  but  that  flic  v.ould  not  make 

ufc 
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ufe  of  the  chariot,  as  fhe  had  no  notion  of  leaving 
that  wretched  place  in  a  triumphant  manner;  in 
■which  refolution,  when  the  attorney  found  her  obfti- 
nate,  he  withdrew,  as  did  the  governor,  with  many 
bows,  and  as  many  ladyfhips. 

They  were  no  fooner  gone,  than  Booth  afked  the 
lady.  Why  fhe  would  rcfufe  the  chariot  of  a  gentle- 
man who  had  behaved  with  fuch  exceflive  refpeft  ? 
She  looked  earneftly  upon  him,  and  cried,  *  How 

*  unkind  is  that  queftion  !  do  you  imagine  I  would 

*  go  and  leave  you  in  fuch  a  fuuation  ?  thou  knoweft 

*  but  little  of  Caiifta.     Why,  do  you  think  I  would 

*  accept  this  hundred  pounds  from  a  man  I  diflike, 

*  unlefs  it  was  to  be  ferviceable  to  the  man  I  love  ? 

*  I  infifl;  on  your  taking  it  as  your  own,  and  ufing 

*  whatever  you  want  of  it.' 

Booth  protefted  in  the  folemneft  manner,  that  he 
would  not  touch  a  fhilling  of  it,  faying,  he  had  al- 
ready received  too  many  obligations  at  her  hands, 
and  more  than  ever  he  fhould  be  able,  he  feared, 
to  repay.     *  How  unkind,'  anfwered  fhe,  *  is  every 

*  word  you  fay  ?  why  will  you  mention  obligations  ? 
'  love  never  confers  any.     It  doth  every  thing  for 

*  its  own  fake.     I  am  not  therefore  obliged  to  the 

*  man  whofe  paffion  makes  him  generous  j  for  I  feel 

*  how  inconfiderable  the  whole  v/orld  would  appear 

*  to  me,  if  I  could  throw  it  after  my  heart.' 
Much  more  of  this  kind  pad,  fhe  Itill  prelTing  the 

bank-note  upon  him,  and  he  as  abfolutely  refufing, 
till  Booth  left  the  lady  to  drefs  herfelf,  and  went  to 
walk  in  the  area  of  the  prifon. 

Mifs  Matthews  now  applied  to  the  governor,  to 
know  by  what  means  fhe  might  procure  the  cap- 
tain his  liberty.     The  governor  anfwered,  ^  As  he 

*  cannot  get  bail,  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter;  and 

*  money,  to  be  fure,  there  muft  be  j  for  people,  no 
'  doubt,  expect  to  touch  on  thefe  occafions.     When 

*  prifoners  have   not  wherewithal   as   the  law   re- 

I  *  quires 
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*  quires  to  entitle  themfelves  to  juftlce,  why  they 
'  muft  be  beholden  to  other  people,  to  give  them 

*  their  liberty  j    and  people  will   nor,   to  be  fure, 

*  fuffer  others  to  be  beholden  to  them  for  nothing, 
'  whereof  there   is   good  reafon ;    for  how  Ihould 

*  we  all  live  if  it  was  not  for  thefe  things!' 

*  Well,   well,'  faid  fhe,  '  and  how   much   will    ic 

*  coftr' '  How  much!'    anfwered  he, — *  How 

*  much  ! — why,  let  me  fee.' — Here  he  heficated 
fome  time,  and  then  anfwered,  'That  for  five  guineas 

*  he  would  undertake  to  procure   the   captain   his 

*  difcharge.'  That  being  the  fum  which  he  com- 
puted to  remain  in  the  lady's  pocket ;  for  as  to  the 
gentleman's,  he  had  long  been  acquainted  with  the 
emptinefs  of  it. 

Mifs  Matthews,  to  whom  money  was  as  dirt  (in- 
deed fhe  may  be  thought  not  to  have  known  rhe 
value  of  it)  delivered  him  the  bank-bill,  and  bid 
him  get  it  changed;  for  if  the  whole,  fays  flie,  will 
procure  him  his  liberty,  he  fliall  have  it  this  even- 
ing. 

'  The  whole.  Madam,'  anfwered  the  governor, 
as  foon  as  he  had  recovered  his  breath  ;  for  it  almoit 
forfook  him  at  the  fight  of  the  black  word  hun- 
dred.    *  No,  no.  —  There  might  be  people  indeed 

*  — but  I  am  not  one  of  thofe.     A  hundred  !  no, 

*  nor  nothing  like  it. — As  for  myfelf,  as  I  faid,  I 

*  will  be  content  with  five  guineas,  and  I  am  fure 

*  that's  little  enough.  What  other  people  will 
<  expe(5l,    I    cannot  exadly  fay. — To  be  fure    his 

*  worfliip's  clerk  will  expeft  to  touch  pretty  hand- 

*  fomely  -,  as  for  his  worfhip  himfelf,  he  never  touches 
«  any  thing,  that  is,  not  to  fpeak  of;  but  then  t!ic 

*  conflable  will  expect  fomething,  and   the  warch- 

*  men  muft  have  fomething,    and  the  lawyers   o.i 

*  both  fides  they  muft  have  their  fees  for  finilh- 
'  ing.'— *  Well,'  faid  flie,  <  I  leave  all  to  you.     If 

*  it   cofts  me  twenty  pound   I   v/ill  have  him  dif- 

*  charged  this  afternoon. —But  you  muft  give  Ins 

«  dif- 
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*  difcharge  into  my  hands,  without  letting  the  cap- 

*  rain  know  any  thing  of  the  matter.' 

The  governor  promifed  to  obey  her  commands 
in  every  particular  j  nay,  he  was  To  very  induftri- 
ous,  that  though  dinner  was  jufi;  then  coming  upon 
the  table,  at  her  earned  requeft,  he  fet  out  imme- 
diately on  the  purpofe,  and  went,  as  he  faid,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  lawyer. 

All  the  other  company  aflembled  at  table  as  ufual, 
where  poor  Booth  v;as  the  only  perfon  out  of  fpirits. 
This  was  imputed  by  all  prelent  to  a  wrong  caufcj 
nay,  Mifs  Matthev/s  herfelf  either  could  not,  or 
would  not,  fufpect  that  there  was  any  thing  deeper 
than  the  defpair  of  being  fpeedily  difcharged,  that 
lay  heavy  on  his  mind. 

However,  the  mirth  of  the  refl,  and  a  pretty 
liberal  quantity  of  punch,  which  he  fwailowed  after 
dinner  (for  Mifs  Matthews  had  ordered  a  very 
large  bowl  at  her  own  expence,  to  entertain  the 
good  company  at  her  farevv^el)  fo  far  exhilarated  his 
fpirits,  that,  when  the  young  lady  and  he  retired 
to  their  tea,  he  had  all  the  marks  of  gaiety  in  his 
countenance,  and  his  eyes  fparkled  vyith  good  hu- 
mour. 

The  gentleman  and  lady  had  fpent  about  two 
hours  in  tea  and  converfacion,  when  the  governor 
returned,  and  privately  delivered  to  the  lady  the 
difcharge  for  her  friend,  and  the  fum  of  eighty- two 
pounds  five  (hillings  ;  the  reft  having  been,  he  faid, 
difburfed  in  the  bufinefs,  of  which  he  was  ready  at 
any  time  to  render  an  exadl  account. 

Mifs  Matthews  being  again  alone  with  Mr.  Booth, 
fhe  put  the  difcharge  into  his  hands,  defiring  him  to 
afl^   her  no  queftions;  and  adding,  'I  think.  Sir, 

*  we  have  neither  of  us  now  any  thing  more  to  do 
<  at  this  place.'  She  then  fummoned  the  governor, 
and  ordered  a  bill  of  that  day's  expence,  for  long 
fcores  v/ere  not  ufuai  there  J  and  at  the  fame  time 
ordered  a  hackney-coach,  without  having  yet  de- 
termined 


< 
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termined  v/hither  fhe  would  go,  but  fully  determin- 
ed {he  was,  wherever  ihe  went,  to  take  Mr.  Booth 
with  her. 

The  governor  was  now  approaching  with  a  long 
roll  of  paper,  when  a  faint  voice  was  heard  to  cry 
out  haftily,  '  Where  is  he  r' — and  prefently  a  female 
fpe<5lre,  all  pale  and  breathlefs,  rufhed  into  the  room, 
and  fell  into  Mr.  Booth's  arms,  where  fhe  immedi- 
ately fainted  away. 

Booth  made  a  fliift  to  fupport  his  lovely  burthen  ; 
though  he  was  liimfelf  in  a  condition  very  little 
different  from  hers.  Mifs  Matthews  likewife,  who 
prefently  recollefted  the  face  of  Amelia,  was  ftruck 
motionlefs  with  the  furprizej  nay,  the  governor 
himfelf,  though  not  eafily  moved  at  fight  of  hor- 
rour,  flood  aghalt,  and  neither  offered  to  fpeak  nor 
fdr. 

Happily  for  Amelia,  the  governefs  of  the  man- 
fions  had,  out  of  curiofity,  followed  her  into  th.e 
roomj,  and  was  the  only  ufeful  perfon  prefcnt  on 
this  occaficn ;  fhe  immediately  called  for  water,  and 
ran  to  the  lady's  afTiflance,  fell  to  loofening  her 
ftays,  and  performed  all  the  ofnces  proper  at  fuch 
a  feafon  ;  which  had  fo  good  an  effecl,  that  Amelia 
foon  recovered  the  diforder  which  the  violent  agi- 
tation of  her  fpirits  had  caufed,  and  found  herfelf 
alive  and  awake  in  her  hufband's  arms. 

Some  tender  carefTes,  and  a  fofc  whifper  or  two 
paft  privately  between  Booth  and  his  ladyj  nor  was 
it  without  great  difficulty,  that  poor  Amelia  puc 
fome  rellraint  on  her  fondnefs,  in  a  place  fo  impro- 
per for  a  tender  interview.  She  now  call  her  eyes 
round  the  room,  and  fixing  them  on  Mifs  Mat- 
thews, who  flood  like  a  fhuue-,  (he  foon  recollevfled 
her,  and  addrefTing  her  by  her  name,  faid,  *  Sure, 
'  Madam,  I  cannot  be  millaken  in  thofe  features ; 
«  though  meeting  you  here  might  almoft  make  me 
*  fufped:  my  memory.' 

Vol.  VIII.  Z  Mifs 
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Mifs  Matthews's  face  was  now  all  covered  with 
fcarlet.  The  reader  may  eafily  believe  (he  was  on 
no  account  plealed  v^^ith  Amelia's  prefence  ;  indeed, 
Ihe  expeded  from  her  fome  of  thofe  infuks,  of 
which  virtuous  women  are  generally  fo  liberal  to 
a  frail  filler  i  but  fhe  was  miftaken,  Amelia  was  not 
one 

Who  thought  the  nation  ne'er  would  thrive. 
Till  all  the  whores  were  burnt  alive. 

Her  virtue  could  fupport  itfelf  with  its  own  intrin- 
fic  worth,  without  borrowing  any  afllftance  from  the 
vices  of  other  women  ;  and  l"he  confidered  their  na- 
tural infirmities  as  the  objefts  of  pity,  not  of  contempt 
or  abhorrence. 

When  Amelia  therefore  perceived  the  vifible  con- 
fufion  in  Mifs  Matthews,  fhe  prefently  called  to  re- 
membrance fome  (lories  which  fhe  had  imperfe6liy 
heard  j  for  as  fhe  was  not  naturally  attentive  to  fcan- 
dal,  and  had  kept  very  little  company  fmce  her  re- 
turn to  England,  (he  was  far  from  being  a  miflrefs 
of  the  lady's  whole  hiftoiy.  However,  fhe  had  heard 
enough  to  impute  her  confufion  to  the  right  caufe ; 
Ihe  advanced  to  her,  and  told  her,  fhe  was  extremely 
forry  to  meet  her  in  fuch  a  place,  but  hoped  that  no 
very  great  misfortune  was  the  occafion  of  it, 

Mifs  Matthews  began,  by  degrees,  to  recover  her 
fpirits.     She  anfwered,  with  a  referved  air,  '  I  am 

*  much  obliged  to  you.  Madam,  for  your  concern  j 

*  we  are  all  liable  to  misfortunes  in  this  world.     In- 

*  deed,  I  know  not  why  I  fhould  be  much  afhamed 
'  of  being  in  any  place  where  1  am  in  fuch  good 
<  company.' 

Here  Booth  interpofed.  He  had  before  acquaint- 
ed Amelia  in  a  whifper,  that  his  confinement  was  at 
an  end.  *  The  unfortunate  accident,  my  dear,*  faid 
he,  *  which  brought  this  young  lady  to  this  melan- 

^  choly 
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*  choly  place,   is  entirely  determined;    and  flie   is 
'  now  as  ablblutely  at  her  liberty  as  myfelf.' 

Amelia  imputing  the  extreme  coldnefs  and  referve 
of  the  lady  to  the  caufe  already  mentioned,  advanced 
Hill  more  and  more  in  proportion  as  file  drew  back  j 
till  the  governor,  who  had  withdrawn  fome  time, 
returned^  and  acquainted  Mifs  Matthews  that  her 
coach  was  at  the  door  ;  upon  which  the  company 
foon  feparatcd.  Amelia  and  Booth  went  together 
in  Amelia's  coach,  and  poor  Mifs  Matthews  was 
obliged  to  retire  alone,  after  having  fatisfied  the  de- 
mands of  the  governor,  which  in  one  day  only  had 
amounted  to  a  pretty  confiderable  fum  j  for  he, 
with  great  dexterity,  proportioned  the  bills  to  the 
abilities  of  his  gucfts. 

It  may  feem,  perhaps,  wonderful  to  fome  readers, 
that  Mils  Matthews  fhould  have  maintained  that 
cold  referve  towards  Amelia,  fo  as  barely  to  keep 
•within  the  rules  of  civility,  inftead  of  embracing 
an  opportunity  which  feemed  to  ofrer,  of  gaining 
fome  degree  of  intiinacy  with  a  wife,  whofe  hufband 
file  was  fo  fond  of;  bur,  befidcs  that,  her  fpirits  were 
entirely  difconcerted  by  lb  fudden  and  unexpe6ted 
a  difappointment ;  and  befides  the  extreme  horrors 
which  file  conceived  at  the  prefence  of  her  rival, 
there  is,  I  believe,  fomething  fo  outrageoufly  fufpi- 
cious  in  the  nature  of  all  vice,  efpecially  when  joined 
with  any  great  degree  of  pride,  that  the  eyes  of  thofe 
whom  we  imagine  privy  to  our  failings,  are  intole- 
rable to  us,  and  we  are  apt  to  aggravate  their  opi- 
nions to  our  difad vantage  far  beyond  the  reality. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     III. 

Containing  wife  ohjsrvations  of  the  author^  and  other 
matters. 

THERE  is  nothing  more  difHcult  than  to  lay 
down  any  fixed  and  certain  roles  for  happi- 
nefs  J  or  indeed  to  judge  with  any  precifion  of  the 
happinefs  of  others,  from  the  knov^ledge  of  external 
circumftances.  There  is  fometimes  a  little  fpeck 
of  black  in  the  brighteft  and  gayeft  colours  of  tor- 
tune,  which  contaminates  and  deadens  the  whole. 
On  the  contrary,  when  all  without  looks  dark  and 
difmal,  there  is  often  a  fecret  ray  of  light  within  the 
mind,  which  turns  every  thing  to  real  joy  and  glad- 
nefs. 

I  have  in  the  courfe  of  my  life  feen  many  occa- 
fions  to  make  this  obfervation ;  and  Mr.  Booth  was 
at  prefent  a  very  pregnant  inftance  of  its  truth. 
He  was  juft  delivered  from  a  prilbn,  and  in  the 
poflefifion  of  his  beloved  wife  and  children  ;  and 
(which  might  be  imagined  greatly  to  augment  his 
joy)  fortune  had  done  all  this  for  him  within  an 
hour,  without  giving  him  the  lead  warning  or  rca- 
ibnable  expectation  of  this  ftrange  reverfe  in  his 
circumftances;  and  yet  it  is  certain^  that  there  were 
very  few  men  in  the  world  more  ferioufly  miferable 
than  he  was  at  this  inftant.  A  deep  melancholy 
feized  his  mind,  and  cold  damp  fweats  overfpread 
his  perfon,  fo  that  he  was  fcarce  animated  j  and 
poor  Amelia,  inftead  of  a  fond  warm  hufband,  be- 
llowed her  careiles  on  a  dull  lifelefs  lump  of  clay. 
He  endeavoured,  however,  at  firft,  as  much  as  pof- 
lible,  to  conceal  what  he  felt,  and  attempted,  what 
is  the  hardeft  of  all  tafks,  to  aft  the  part  of  a  happy 
man ;  but  he  found  no  fupply  of  fpirits  to  carry  on 
this  deceit,  and  v/ould  have  probably  funk  under 
his  atternpij  had  not  poor  Amelia's  fimplicity  helped 

him 
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him  to  another  fallacy,  in  which  he  had  much  better 
fuccefs.  ■' 

This  worthy  woman  very  plainly  perceived  the  dif- 
order  in  her  hufband's  minds  and  having  no  doubt 
of  the  caufe  of  it,  efpecially  when  (he  faw  the  tears 
ftand  in  his  eyes  at  the  fight  of  his  children,  threw 
her  arms  round  his  neck,  and  embracing  him  with 
rapturous  fondnefs,  cried  out,  *  My  dear  Billy,  let 
'  nothing  make  you  uneafy.     Heaven  will,  I  doubt 

*  not,  provide  for  us  and  thefe  poor  babes.     Great 

*  fortunes  are  not  neceflary  to  happinefs.     For  my 

*  own   part,  I   can  level  my  mind  with  any  flate  5 

*  and  for  thofe  poor  little  things,  whatever  condition 
«  of  life  we  breed  them  to,  that  will  be  fufficient  to 

*  maintain  them  in.     How  many  thoufands  abound 

*  in  affluence,  whofe  fortunes  are  much  lower  than 

*  ours !  for  it  is  not  from  nature,  but  from  educa- 

*  tion  and  habit,  that  our  wants  are  chiefly  derived. 
'^  Make  yourfelf  eafy  therefore,  my  dear  love;  for 
'  you  have  a  wife  who  will  think  herfelf  happy  with 
'  you,  and  endeavour  to  make  you  fo  in  any  fitua- 

*  tion.  Fear  nothing,  Billy,  induftry  will  always 
^  provide  us  a  wholefome  meal ;  and  I  will  take 
'  care,  that  neatnefs  and  checrfulnefs  fhall  make  it 
^  a  pieafant  one.' 

Booth  prefently  took  the  cue,  which  flie  had  given 
him.  lie  fixed  his  eyes  on  her  for  a  minute,  with 
great  earneftnefs  and  inexpreflible  tendernefs  i  and 
then  cried,  *  O  my  Amelia,  how  much  are  you  my 

*  luperior  in  every  perfedtion  !  how  wife,  how  great, 
'  how  noble  are  your  fcntimenrs  !  why  can  I  not  imi- 

*  tate  what  I  fo  much  admire  ?  why  can  I  not  look 

*  with  your  conftancy,  on  thofe  dear  little  pledges 

*  of  our  loves  ?  All  my  philofophy  is  bafllcd  with 
<  the  thought  that  my  Amelia's  children  are  to 
'  ftruggle  with  a  cruel,  hard,  unfeeling  world,  and 

*  to  bufiet  thofe  waves  of  fortune,  which  have  over- 
f  whelmed  their  father, — Here  1  own  I  want  your 

Z   3  '  firmnefs, 
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<  firmnefs,  and  am  noc  withoui:  an  excufe  for  want- 

*  ing  it  J   ifor  am   I   not  the  cruel  caufe  of  all  your 
'  wretchednefs  ?  have  I  not  ftept  between  you  and 

*  fortune,  and  been  the  curfed  obllacle  to  all  your 

*  greatnefs  and  happinefs?' 

*  Say  not  fo,  my  love,'  anfwered  fhe,     *  Great  I 

*  might  have  been,  but  never  happy  with  any  other 

*  man.     Indeed,  dear  Billy,  I  laugh  at  the  fears  you 

*  formerly  raifed  in  me  j  what  feemed  fo  terrible  at 

*  a  diftance,  now  it  approaches   nearer,  appears  to 

*  have  been   a  mere  bugbear — and  let  this  comfort 

*  you,  that  I  look  on  myfelf  at  this  day  as  the  hap- 

*  pied  of  women  •,   nor  have  I  done  any  thing  which 

*  I  do  not  rejoice   in,   and  would,  if  I  had  the  gift 

*  of  prefcience,  do  again.' 

Booth  was  fo  overcome  v;ith  this  behaviour,  that 
he  had  no  words  to  anfwer.  lo  fay  the  truth,  it  was 
difficulr  to  find  any  w^orthy  of  the  occafion.  He  threv/ 
himfelf  proilrate  at  her  feet,  whence  poor  Amelia  was 
forced  to  ufe  ail  her  Itrength  as  well  as  entreaties  to 
raife,  and  place  him  in  his  chair. 

Such  is  ever  the  fortitude  of  perfect  innocence, 
and  fnch  the  deprelTion  ot  guilt  in  minds  not  ut- 
terly abandoned.  Booth  was  naturally  of  a  fanguine 
temper  j  nor  v/ould  any  fuch  apprehenfions  as  he 
mentioned  have  been  fufficient  to  have  retrained  his 
joy,  at  meeting  with  his  Am.elia.  3n  fa6t,  a  reflexion 
on  the  injury  he  had  done  her  v/as  the  fole  caufe  of 
his  grief.  This  it  was  that  enervated  his  heart,  and 
threw  him  into  agonies,  which  all  that  profufion  of 
heroic  tendernefs  that  the  m^oft  excellent  of  women 
intended  for  his  comfort,  ferved  only  to  heighten 
and  aggravate  i  as  the  more  fhe  rofe  in  his  admiira- 
tion,  the  more  fhs  quickened  his  knic  of  his  ovv'n 
unworthinefs. 

After  a  difagreeable  evening,  the  firfl  of  that  kind 
that  he  had  ever  paft  with  his  Amelia,  in  which  he 
had  the  utmod  diincuhy  to  force  a  little  cheerful- 

nefs. 
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nefs,  and  in  which  her  fpirits  were  at  length  over- 
powered by  difcerning  the  oppreffion  on  his,  they 
retired  to  reft,  or  rather  to  mifery,  which  need  not 
be  delcribed. 

The  next  morning  at  breakfaft,  Booth  began  to 
recover  a  little  from  his  melancholy,  and  to  tafte  the 
company  of  his  children.  He  now  firft  thought  of 
enquiring  of  Amelia,  by  what  means  fhe  had  difco- 
vered  the  place  of  his  confinement.  Amelia,  after 
gently  rebuking  him  for  not  having  himfelf  acquaint- 
ed her  with  it,  informed  him,  that  it  was  known  all 
over  the  country,  and  that  The  had  traced  the  original 
of  it  to  her  filler  j  who  had  fpread  the  news  with  a 
malicious  joy,  and  added  acircumftance,which  would 
have  frightened  her  to  death,  had  not  her  knowledge 
of  him  made  her  give  little  credit  to  it,  which  was, 
that  he  was  committed  for  murder.  But  thouQ-h  fhe 
had  difcredited  this  part,  flie  faid,  the  not  hearing 
from  him,  during  feveral  fucceffive  pofts,  made  her 
too  apprehenfive  of  the  reft  :  that  fhe  got  a  convey- 
ance therefore  for  herfelf  and  children  to  Salilburyj 
from  whence  the  ftage-coach  had  brought  them  to 
town,  and  having  depofited  the  children  at  his  lodg- 
ing, of  which  he  had  fcnt  her  an  account  on  his  firft 
arrival  in  town,  ftie  took  a  hack,  and  came  diredly 
to  the  prifon  where  Cat  heard  he  was,  and  where  fhe 
found  him. 

Booth  excufed  himfelf,  and  with  truth,  as  to  his 
not  having  writj  for,  in  fad,  he  had  writ  tv/ice  from 
the  prifon,  though  he  had  mentioned  nothing  of  his 
confinement;  but  as  h.Q  lent  away  his  letters  afcer 
nine  at  night,  the  fellow,  to  whom  they  were  in- 
truftedj  had  burnt  them  both  for  the  fake  of  putting 
the  twopence  in  his  own  pocket,  or  rather  in  the 
pocket  of  the  keeper  of  the  next  gin-fhop. 

As  to  the  account  which  Amelia  gave  him,  it  {a-V' 
ed  rather  to  raife  than  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity.  He 
began  to  fufpect,  that  feme  perfon  had  fcen  both  him 

Z  4  and 
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and  Mifs  Matthews  together  in  the  prifon,  and  had 
confounded  her  cafe  with  his  ;  and  this  the  circuni- 
flance  of  murder  made  the  more  probable.  But  who 
this  perfon  fliould  be,  he  could  not  guefs.  After 
giving  himfelf  therefore  fome  pains  in  forming  con- 
jefturcs  to  no  purpofe,  he  was  forced  to  reft  content- 
ed with  his  ignorance  of  the  real  truth. 

Two  or  three  days  now  paft  without  producing 
any  thing  remarkable  j  unlefs  it  were,  that  Booth 
more  and  more  recovered  his  fpirits,  and  had  now 
alnnoit  regained  his  former  degree  of  cheerfulnefs, 
when  the  following  letter  arrived  again  to  torment 
him  :-^ — > 

'  Dear  Billy, 
'  'X'O  convince  you  I  am  the  mod  reafonable  of 

*  **■    women,  I  have  given  you  up  three  whole  days 

*  to  the  unmolefted  poffefiion  of  my  fortunate  rival; 

*  I  can  refrain  no  longer  from,  letting  you  know  that 

*  I  lodge  in  Dean-llreec,  not  far  froui  the  church,  at 

*  the  fign  of  the  Pelican  and  Trumpet  j  where  I  ex- 

*  pe6i:  this  evening  to  lee  you — Believe  me,   I  am 

*  with  more  afiedlion  than  any  other  woman  in  the 

*  world  can  be, 

«  My  dear  Billy, 

♦  Your  affectionate,  fond,  doating 

*  F.  Matthews.' 

Booth  tore  the  letter  with  rage,  and  threw  it  into 
the  ftre  ;  refolving  never  to  vifit  the  lady  more,  unlefs 
It  was  to  pay  her  the  money  fhe  had  lent  him,  which 
he  was  deteraiintd  to  do  the  very  firft  opportunity} 
for  it  was  not  at  prefent  in  his  power. 

This  letter  threw  him  back  into  his  fit  of  dejec- 
tion, in  which  he  had  not  continued  long,  when  a 
packet  from  the  country  brought  him  the  following 
from  his  friend  Dr.  Harrifon  ; 


Sir, 
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'Sir,  LycTis,  January  21,  N.  S, 

^"^  HO  UGH  I  am  now  on  my  return  home,  I 
have  taken  up  my  pen  to  communicate  to 
you  Tome  news  I  have  heard  from  England, 
which  c-ives  me  much  uneafinefs,  and  concerninfr 
which  I  can  indeed  deliver  m.y  fentiments  with 
much  more  eafe  this  way  than  any  other.  In  my 
anfwer  to  your  laft,  I  very  freely  gave  you  my 
opinion,  in  which  it  was  my  misfortune  to  difap- 
prove  of  every  ftep  you  had  taken  j  but  thofe 
were  all  pardonable  errors.  Can  you  be  fo  par- 
tial to  yourfelf,  upon  cool  and  fober  reflexion^ 
to  think  what  I  am  going  to  mention  is  fo  ?  I  pro- 
mife  you,  it  appears  to  me  a  folly  of  fo  mon- 
ftrous  a  kind,  that,  had  I  heard  it  from  any  but 
a  perfon  of  the  higheit  honour,  I  fhould  have 
rejeded  it  as  utterly  incredible.  I  hope  you 
already  guefs  vfhat  I  am  about  to  name;  fince. 
Heaven  fco-bid,  your  condudt  fhould  afford  you 
any  choice  of  luch  grofs  inftances  of  weaknefs. 
In  a  word,  then,  you  have  fet  up  an  equipage. 
What  fnall  I  invent  in  your  excufe,  either  to 
others,  or  to  myfclf?  In  truth,  I  can  find  no 
excufe  for  you,  and  what  is  more,  I  am  certain 
you  can  find  none  for  yourfelf.  I  mufl  deal  there- 
fore very  plainly  and  fincerely  with  you.  Vanity 
is  always  contemptible;  but  when  joined  with 
diflmncily,  it  becomes  odious  and  detellable. 
At  whofc  expence  are  you  to  fupport  this  equi- 
page ?  is  it  not  entirely  at  the  expence  of  others  ? 
and  will  it  not  finally  end  in  that  of  your  poor 
wife  and  children  ?  you  know  you  are  two  years 
in  arrears  to  me.  If  I  could  impute  this  to  any 
extraordinary  or  common  accident,  I  think  I 
fhiould  never  have  mentioned  it ;  but  I  will  not 
fuller  my  money  to  fupport  the  ridiculous, 
and,  I  rnufl:  fay,  criminal  vanity  of  any  one.  I 
expcd  therefore   to  find,  at  my  return,  that  you 

*  have 
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*  have  either  difcharged   my  whole  debt,,  or  your 

*  equipage.     Let  me   beg  you  ferioufiy  to  conlider 

<  your  circumPtances   and  condition  in  life,  and  to 

*  remember  that  your  fnuafion  will  not  jullify  any 

*  the  lead  unneceflary  expence.     Simply  to  be  poovy 

*  fays  my  favourite  Gre*;k  hiftorian,  'a:as  not  hdd 
'  jcandalous  by  the  wife  Atkenlans^  but  highly  fo,  to  owe 
'  that  poverty  to  our  ozvn  indifcretiotu     Prefent   my 

*  affeftions  to  Mrs.  Booth,  and  be  aflfured,  that  I 
«  fhall  not,  without  great  realbn,  and  great  pain  too, 

*  ever  ceafc  to  be, 

'  Your  moft  faithful  friend, 

*  R.  Harrison.* 

Had  this  letter  come  at  any  other  time,  it  would 
have  given  Booth  the  moft  fenfible  affliclion  ;  but 
io  totally  had  the  affair  of  Mifs  Matthews  polIelTed 
his  mind,  that,  like  a  man  in  the  moft  raging  fit  of 
the  gout,  he  was  fcarce  capable  of  any  additional 
torture  i  nay,  he  even  made  an  ufe  of  this  lacter 
cpifilei  as  it  ferved  to  account  to  Amelia  for  that 
concern  which  he  really  felt  on  another  account. 
The  poor  deceived  lady  therefore  applied  herfelf  to 
give  him  comfort  where  he  leaft  wanted  it.  She  faid, 
he  might  eafily  perceive  tiiat  the  matter  had  been 
mifrepiefented  to  the  doclor,  who  would  not,  Ihe 
was  furc,  retain  the  leaft  anger  againft  him  when  he 
knew  the  real  truth. 

After  a  (hort  converfation  on  this  fubject,  in 
which  Booth  appeared  to  be  greatly  confokd  by  the 
arcruments  of  his  wife,  they  parted.  He  went  to 
take  a  v;aik  in  the  Park,  and  ihe  remained  at  home 
to  prepare  him  his  dinner. 

He  was  no  fooner  departed  than  his  little  boy, 
not   quite    Hx   years   old,    faid    to    Amelia,    '  La  ! 

*  miamma,  what  is  the  matter  with  poor  papa,  what 
'  makes  him  look  fo  as  if  he  was  going  to  cry  ?  he 
'   is    not    half  fo   merry  as   he  ufed  to   be   in    the 

<  country.'     Amelia  anfwered,      *  Oh  !    my   dear, 

*  your 
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^  your  papa  is  only  a  little  thoughtful,    he  will   be 

*  merry  again  foon.* — Then  looking  fondly  on  her 
children,  fhe  burft  into  an  agony  of  tears,  and 
cried,  '  Oh  Heavens  !    what   have  thefe  poor  little 

*  infants  done?  why  will  the  barbarous  world  en- 
^  deavour   to   llarve  them,   by  depriving  us  of  our 

<  only  fi  iend  ? — O  my  dear,  your  father  is  ruined, 
f  and  we  are  undone  !' — The  children  prefently  ac- 
companied their  mother's  tears,  and  the  daughter 
cried — *  Why,  will  any  body  hurt  poor  papa?  hath 

*  he  done  any  harm  to  any  body  ?' — *  No,  my  dear 

*  child,'  faid  the  morher,    '  he  is  the  befh  man  in 

*  the  world,  and  therefore  they  hate  him.'  Upon 
which  the  boy,  who  was  extremely  fenfible  at  his 
years,  anfwered,   *  Nay,  mamma,  how  can  that  be  ? 

*  have  not  you  often  told   me,  that  if  I  was  good, 

<  every  body  would  love  me  ?'  *  All  good  people 
'  will,'  anfvvercd  Ihe.  *  Why  don't  they  love  pa- 
'  pa  then  ?'  replied  the  child,    '  for  I  am  fure  he  is 

*  very  good.'  '  So  they  do,  my  dear/  faid  the 
morher,    '    but   there  are  more  bad  people  in  the 

<  world,  and  they  will  hate  you  for  your  goodnefs.' 
'  Why  then  bad  people,'  cries  the  child,  *  are  loved 
f  by  m^ore  than  the  good.'  —  *  No  matter  for  that, 
'  my  dear,'  faid  (lie,   *  the  love  of  one  good  perfon 

*  is  more  wortii  havitag,   than  that  of  a  thoufand 

*  wicked  ones  j  nay,  if  there  was  no  fuch  perlbn 
f  in   the  world,  fliil   you  mufl:  be  a  good  boy;    for 

*  there  is  one  in  FIcaven  who  will  love  you,  and 
'  his  love  is  better  for  you  than  that  of  all  man- 
'  kind.' 

This  little  dialogue,  we  are  apprehenfive,  will  be 
read  with  contempt  by  many  j  indeed,  we  fhould 
not  have  thought  it  worth  recording,  was  it  not  for 
the  excellent  example  which  Amelia  here  gives 
to  all  mothers.  This  admirable  woman  never  let 
a  day  pals,  without  intruding  her  children  in 
fome  ledbn  of  religion  and  moraliry.  By  which 
means  Ihe  had,  in  their  tender  minds,  fo  llrongiy 
6  annexed 
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annexed  the  ideas  of  fear  and  fhame  to  every  idea  of 
evil  of  which  they  were  fufceptible,  that  it  mull: 
require  great  pains  and  length  of  habic  ro  feparate 
them.  Though  fhe  was  the  tendereft  of  mothers, 
Jlie  never  fufirered  any  fymptom  of  malevolence  to 
fhew  itfelf  in  their  moft  tricing  acftions  without  dif- 
couragement,  without  rebuke  j  and,  if  it  broke  forth 
■with  any  rancour,  without  punilliment.  In  which 
fhe  had  fuch  fuccefs,  that  not  the  lead  marks  of 
pride,  envy,  malice,"  or  fpite  difcovered  itfelf  in  any 
of  their  little  words  or  deeds. 

CHAP.     IV. 

/;/  zuhkh  Amelia  appears  in  no  unamiable  light, 

AMELIA,  v^ith  the  afllftance  of  a  little  girl, 
who  was  their  only  fervant,  had  dreft  her  din- 
ner; and  fhe  had  likewife  dreil  herfelf  as  neat  as 
any  lady,  who  had  a  regular  fet  of  fervants,  could 
have  done ;  when  Booth  returned,  and  brought 
with  him  his  friend  James,  whom  he  had  met  with 
in  the  Park  j  and  who,  as  Booth  abfolutely  refufed 
to  dine  away  from  his  wife,  to  whom  he  had  pro- 
inifed  to  return,  had  invited  himfelf  to  dine  with 
him.  Amelia  had  none  of  that  paultry  pride, 
which  pofieffes  fo  many  of  her  fex,  and  which  dif- 
concerts  their  tempers,  and  gives  them  the  air  and 
looks  of  furies,  if  their  hufbands  bring  in  an  unex- 
ped:ed  guefl:,  without  giving  them  timely  warning 
to  provide  a  facrifice  to  their  own  vanity.  Amelia 
received  her  hufband's  friend  with  the  utmofb 
complaifance  and  good  humour;  fhe  made  indeed 
fome  apology  for  the  homelinefs  of  her  dinoer ; 
but  it  was  politely  turned  as  a  compliment  to  Mr, 
James's  friendfliip,  which  could  carry  him  where 
he  was  fure  of  being  fo  ill  entertained ;  and  gave 
not  the  lead  hint  how  miagnificently  (he  would  have 
provided,    had  Jlje  expe^ed  the  fa'vour  cf  fo    much 

good 
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good  company.  A  phrafe  which  is  generally  meant  to 
contain  not  only  an  apology  for  the  lady  of  the 
hoLife,  but  a  tacit  fatire  on  her  guefts  for  their  in- 
trufion,  and  is  at  lead  a  Ilrong  infinuation  that  they 
are  not  welcome. 

Amelia  failed  not  to  enquire  very  earneftly  after 
her  old  friend  Mrs.  James,  formerly  Mifs  Bath, 
and  was  very  forry  to  find  that  fhe  was  not  in 
town.  The  truth  was,  as  James  had  married  ouc 
of  a  violent  liking  of,  or  appetite  to,  her  perfon, 
poflefllon  had  furfeited  him,  and  he  was  now  grown 
fo  heartily  tired  of  his  wife,  tliat  fhe  had  very  little 
of  his  company ;  flic  was  forced  therefore  to  con- 
tent herfcif  with  being  the  miftrefs  of  a  large 
houfe  and  equipage  in  the  country,  ten  months  in 
the  year  by  hcncif  The  other  two  he  indulged 
her  with  the  diverfions  of  the  town,  but  then, 
though  they  lodged  under  the  fame  roof,  fhe  had 
little  more  of  her  hufband's  fociety,  than  if  they 
had  been  one  hundred  miles  apart.  With  all  this, 
as  flie  was  a  woman  of  calm  paffions,  fhe  made  her- 
fcif contented  ;  for  fl:ic  had  never  had  any  violent 
affedion  for  James ;  the  match  was  of  the  prudent 
kind,  and  to  her  advantages  for  his  fortune,  by  the 
death  of  an  uncle,  was  become  very  confiderable; 
and  fl:ie  had  gained  every  thing  by  the  bargain  but  a 
hufband,  which  her  conftitution  fuffered  her  to  be 
very  well  fatisfied  without. 

When  Amelia,  after  dinner,  retired  to  her  chil- 
dren, James  began  to  talk  to  his  friend  concern- 
ing his  affairs.  He  advifed  Booth  very  earneftly 
to  think  of  getting  again  into  the  army,  in  which 
he  himfclf  had  met  witli  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  had 
obtained  the  command  of  a  regiment,  to  which 
his  brother-in-law  was  lieutenant-colonel.  Thefe 
preferments  they  both  owed  to  the  favour  of  for- 
tune only  ;  for  though  there  was  no  objetftion  to 
either  of  their  military  cbaraclcrs,  yet  neither  of 
them  had  any  extraordinary  dcfert ;    and,  if  merit 

in 
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in  thefervicewas  a  fufncienc  recommendation.  Booth, 
who  had  been  twice  wounded  in  the  fiege,  feemed 
to  have  the  faired  pretenfions  ;  but  he  remained  a 
poor  half-pay  lieutenant,  and  the  others  were,  as 
we  have  faid,  one  of  rhem  a  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
the  other  had  a  regiment.  Such  rifcs  we  often  fee 
in  life,  without  being  able  to  give  any  fatisfaftory 
account  of  the  means,  and  therefore  afcribe  them  to 
the  good  fortune  of  the  perfon. 

Both  Colonel  James  and  his  brother-in-law  v/ere 
members  of  parliament  -,  for  as  the  uncle  of  the  for- 
mer had  left  him,  together  with  his  eftate,  an  almolt 
certain  interePc  in  a  borough,  fo  he  chofe  to  confer 
this  favour  on  Colonel  Bath;  a  circumftance  which 
would  have  been  highly  immaterial  to  mention 
here;  but  as  it  ferves  to  fet  forth  the  goodnefs  of 
James,  v/ho  endeavoured  to  make  up  in  kindnefs 
to  the  family,  what  he  wanted  in  fondnefs  for  his 
wife. 

Colonel  James  then  endeavoured  all  in  his  pov/er 
to  perfuade  Booth  to  think  again  of  a  military  life^ 
and  very  kindly  offered  him  his  intcreft  towards 
obtaining  him  a  company  in  the  regiment  under  his 
command.  Booth  muft  have  been  a  madman,  in  his 
prefent  circumftances,  to  have  hefitated  one  moment 
at  accepting  fuch  an  offer,  and  he  well  knew  Ame- 
lia, notwithftanding  her  averfion  to  the  army,  was 
much  too  wife  to  make  the  leaft  fcruple  of  giving 
her  confent.  Nor  was  he,  as  it  appeared  afterwards, 
miftaken  in  his  opinion  of  his  wife's  underftanding  J 
for  fhe  made  not  the  leall  objeftion  when  it  was  com- 
municated to  her,  but  contented  herfelf  with  an  ex- 
prefs  ftipulation,  that  wherever  he  was  commanded 
to  go  (for  the  regiment  was  now  abroad)  flie  would 
accompany  him. 

Booth  therefore  accepted  his  friend's  propofal 
with  a  profufion  of  acknowledgments  ;  and  it  was 
agreed,  that  Booth  fliould  draw  up  a  memorial  of 
his  pretenfions,  which  Colonel  James  undertook  to 
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preicnt  to  fomc  man  of  power,  and  to  back  it  witfi 
all  the  force  he  had. 

Nor  did  the  fricndfhip  of  the  colonel  (lop  here. 
'  You  wiil  excufe  me,  dear  Booth,'  faid  he,  '  if  after 

*  whdt  you  have  told  me'  (for  he  had  been  very 
explicit  in  revealing  his  affairs  to  him)   '  I  fufped: 

*  you  muil  want  money  at  this  time.     If  that  be 

*  the  cafe,  as  I  am  certain  it  muft:  be,  I  have  fifty 

*  pieces  at  your  fervice.'  This  generofity  brought 
the  tears  into  Booth's  eyes;  and  he  at  length  con- 
feft,  that  he  had  not  five  guineas  in  the  houfe;  upon 
which  James  gave  him  a  bank-bill  for  twenty 
pounds,  and  faid,  he  would  give  him  thirty  more  the 
next  time  he  faw  him. 

Thus  did  this  generous  colonel  (for  generous  he 
really  was  to  the  highed  degree)  reflore  peace  and 
comfort  to  this  little  family  ;  and  by  this  afl  of  be- 
neficence make  tv/o  of  the  vvorthieit  people,  two  of 
the  happieft  that  evening. 

Here,  reader,  give  me  leave  to  ftop  a  minute,  to 
lament  that  fo  few  are  to  be  found  of  this  benign 
difpofition  j  that  while  wantonnefs,  vanity,  avarice 
and  ambition  are  every  day  rioting  and  triumphing 
in  the  follies  and  weaknefs,  the  ruin  and  defolation 
of  mankind,  fcarce  one  man  in  a  thoufand  is  capable 
of  tafting  the  happinefs  of  others.  Nay,  give  me 
leave  to  wonder  that  pride,  which  is  conftantly 
ftruggling,  and  often  impofing  on  itfelf  to  gain  fome 
little  pre-eminence,  fiiouid  fo  feldom  hint  to  us  the 
only  certain  as  well  as  laudable  way  of  fetcing  our- 
felves  above  another  man,  and  that  is,  by  becoming 
his  benefactor. 
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CHAP.      V. 

Containing  an  eukgium  upon  innocence^  and  other  grave 
matters. 


O  O  T  H  pad  that  evening,  and  all  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day  with  his  Amelia,  without  the 
interruption  of  almo(l  a  Tingle  thought  concerning 
Mil's  Matthews,  after  having  determined  to  go  on 
the  Sunday,  the  only  day  he  could  venture  with- 
out the  verge  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  his  affairs,  and 
pay  her  what  flie  had  advanced  for  him  in  the  pri- 
fon.  But  fhe  had  not  fo  long  patience;  for  the 
third  day,  v/hile  he  v/as  fitting  with  Amelia,  a  letter 
v/as  brought  to  him.  As  he  knew  the  hand,  he 
immediately  put  it  in  his  pocket  unopened,  not 
without  fuch  an  alteration  in  his  countenance,  that 
had  Amelia,  who  was  then  playing  with  one  of  the 
children,  caft  her  eyes  towards  him,  inc  mull  have 
remarked  it.  This  accident,  however,  luckily  gave 
him  time  to  recover  himfelf;  for  Amelia  was  fo 
deeply  engaged  with  the  little  one,  that  Ihe  did  not 
even  remark  the  delivery  of  the  letter.  The  maid 
foon  after  returned  into  the  room,  faying,  the  chair- 
man defired  to  know  if  there  was  any  anfvver  to  the 
letter — '■  What  letter,'  cries  Booth. — «  The  letter 

*  I  gave  you  juft  now,'  anfwered  the  girl. — *  Sure,* 
cries  Booth,   '  the  child  is  mad,   you  gave  rne  no 

*  letter.' — '  Yes,  indeed  I  did,  Sirj*  faid  the  poor 
girl.     *  Why  then,   as  fure  as  fate,'    cries  Booth, 

*  I  threw  it  into  the  fire  in  my  reveree;  why,  child, 

*  why  did  you  not  tell  me  it  was  a  letter  ?  bid  the 

*  chairman  come  up— (lay,  I  will  go  down  myfelf i 

*  for  he  will  otherwife  dirt  the  ftairs  with  his  feet.* 

Amelia  was  gently  chiding  the  girl  for  her  care- 
leflhefs>  when  Booth  returned,  faying,  it  was  very 
true  that  flie  had  delivered  him  a  letter  from  Colonel 
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James,    and    that  perhaps   it  might  be  of  confe* 
quence.     '  However,'  fays  he,  *  I  will  flcp  to  the 

*  coffee-houfe,    and   fend   him  an   account   of  this 

*  ftrange  accident,  which  1  know  he  will  pardon  in 

*  my  prefent  fituation.* 

Booth  was  overjoyed  at  this  efcape,  which  poor 
Amelia's  total  want  of  all  jealoufy  and  fufpicion 
made  it  very  eafy  for  him  to  accomplifh  j  but  his 
pleafure  was  confiderably  abated,  when,  upon  open- 
ing the  letter,  he  found  it  to  contain,  mixed  with 
feveral  very  ftrong  exprelTions  of  love,  fome  pretty 
warm  ones  of  the  upbraiding  kindj  but  what  moft 
alarmed  him  was  a  hint,  that  it  was  in  her  (Mifs 
Matthews's)  power,  to  make  Amelia  as  miferable 
as  herfelf.     Befides  the  general  knowledge  of 

Fur  ens  quid  f(emina  fojfit^ 

he  had  more  particular  reafons  to  apprehend  the 
rage  of  a  lady,  who  had  given  fo  ftrong  an  inftance 
how  far  flie  could  carry  her  revenge.  She  had  al- 
ready fent  a  chairman  to  his  lodgings,  with  a  pofitive 
command  not  to  return  without  an  anfwer  to  her 
Jetter,  This  might  of  itfelf  have  poflibly  occa- 
fioned  a  difcovery  j  and  he  thought  he  had  great 
reafon  to  fear,  that  if  (he  did  not  carry  matters  fo 
far  as  purpofely  and  avowedly  to  reveal  the  fccret  to 
Amelia,  her  indifcretion  would  at  leaft  effect  the  dif- 
covery of  that  which  he  would  at  any  price  have 
concealed.  Under  tht-fe  terrors  he  might,  I  believe, 
be  confidered  as  the  moft  wretched  of  human 
beings. 

O  innocence,  how  glorious  and  happy  a  portion 
art  thou  to  the  breaft  that  polfedes  thee  !  thou 
feareft  neither  the  eyes  nor  the  tongues  of  men. 
Truth,  the  moft  powerful  of  all  things,  is  thy 
ftrongeft  friend;  and  the  brighter  the  light  is  in 
which  thou  art  difplayed,  the  more  it  difcovors  thy 
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tranfcendent  beauties.  Guilr,  on  the  contrary,  like 
a  bafe  thief,  fufpefts  every  eye  that  beholds  him  to 
be  privy  to  his  tranfgrefTions,  and  every  tongue  that 
mentions  his  name  to  be  proclaiming  them.  Fraud 
and  falfehood  are  his  weak  and  treacherous  allies  i 
and  he  lurks  trembling  in  the  dark,  dreading  every 
ray  of  light,  left  it  fhould  difcover  him,  and  give 
him  up  to  Ihame  and  punifliment. 

"While  Booth  was  walking  in  the  Park  with  all 
thefe  horrors  in  his  mind,  he  again  met  his  friend 
Colonel  James,  who  foon  took  notice  of  that  deep 
concern  which  the  other  was  incapable  of  hiding. 
After  fome  little  converfation.   Booth  faid,   '  My 

*  dear  colonel,  I   am  fure  I  muft  be  the  mod  in- 

*  fenfible  of  men,  if  I  did  not  look  on  you  as  the 

*  beft  and  the  trued  friend;   1  will,  therefore,  with- 

*  out  fcruple,   repofe  a  confidence  in  you  of  the 

*  higheft  kind.      I  have  often  made  you  privy  to 

*  my  necefllties,   I  will  now  acquaint  you  with  my 

*  fhame,  provided  you  have  leilure  enough  to  give 
'  me  a  hearing:  for  I  muft  open  to  you  along 
'  hiftory,  fince  I   will  not  reveal  my  fault,  without 

*  informing  you,  at  the  faaie  time,   of  thofe  cir- 

*  cumftances,  which,  I  hope,  will  in  fome  meafure 

*  excufe  it.' 

The  colonel  very  readily  agreed  to  give  his  friend 
a  patient  hearing.  So  they  walked  direcftly  to  a 
coffee-houle  at  the  corner  of  Spring-Garden,  where, 
being  in  a  room  by  themfelves.  Booth  opened  his 
whole  heart,  and  acquainted  the  colonel  with  his 
amour  with  Mifs  Matthews  from  the  very  begin- 
ning, to  his  receiving  that  letter  which  had  eaufed 
all  his  prefent  uneafinefs,  and  which  he  now  deli- 
vered into  his  friend's  hand. 

The  colonel  read  the  letter  very  attentively  twice 
over  (he  was  filent  indeed  long  enough  to  have 
read  it  oftenerj ;  and  then,  turning  to  Booth,  faid, 

*  Well,  Sir  J  and  is  it  fo  grievous  a  calamity  to  be 

«  the 
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*  the  objecl  of  a  young  lady's  affedlion  ;    efpecially 

*  of  one  whom    you    allow   to    be    fo    extremely 

*  handlbme  ?'  *  Nay,  bur  my  dear  friend/  cries 
Booth,  ^  do  not  jelt  with  me  ;  you  who  know 
'  my  Amelia.'  '  'Well,  my  dear  friend,'  anfwered 
James,  '^  and  you  know  Amcliaj  and  this  lady  too 
'  — But   what   would   you   have  me  do   for  you  ?* 

*  I  would  have  you  give  me  your  advice,'^  fays 
Booth,   '  by  v/hat  method  I  fhall   get   rid   of  this 

*  dreadful  woman  without  a  difcovery.'  '  And  do 
'  you  really,'  cries  the  other,  *  defire  to  get  rid  of 

*  her?'     '  Can  you  doubt  it,'  faid   Booth,   '  after 

*  what  I  have  communicated  to  you,  and  after  what 
^  you  yourfelf  have  feen  in  my  family  ?  for  I  hope, 

*  notwithftanding  this  fatal  flip,   I  do  not  appear  to 

*  you  in  the  light  of  a  profligate.'  '  Well,'  an- 
fwered James,    '  and  whatever  light  I  may  appear 

*  to  you  in,  if  you  are  really  tired  of  the  lady,  and 
«  if  Hie  be  really  what  you  have  reprefented  her, 
'  I'll  endeavour  to  take  her  off  your  hands;  but  I 
«  infifl  upon  it,  that  you  do  not  deceive  me  in  any 

*  particular.'  Booth  proteftcd  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  that  every  word  which  he  had  fpoken  was 
ftriftly  true  ;  and  being  afked  whether  he  would 
give  his  honour  never  more  to  vifit  the  lady,  he 
afifured  James  that  he  never  would.  He  then,  at 
his  friend's  requed,  delivered  him  Mifs  Matthews's 
letter,  in  which  was  a  fecond  diredion  to  her  lodg- 
ings, and  declared  to  him,  that  if  he  could  bring 
him  fafely  out  of  this  terrible  affair,  he  Ihould  think 
himfelf  to  have  a  ftill  higher  obligation  to  his 
friendfhip,  than  any  which  he  had  already  received 
from  it. 

Booth  preffed  the  colonel  to  go  home  with  him 
to  dinner;  but  he  excufed  himfelf,  being,  as  he 
faid,  already  engaged.  However,  he  undertook  in 
the  afternoon  to  do  all  in  his  power,  that  Booth 
iTiould  receive  no  more  alarms  from  the  quarter  of 
Mifs   Matthews,   whom   the  colonel  undertook  to 
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pay  all  the  demands  fhe  had  on  his  friend.  They 
then  feparated.  The  colonel  went  to  dinner  at  the 
King's- Arms,  and  Booth  returned  in  high  fpirits  to 
meet  his  Amelia. 

The  next  day,  early  in  the  morning,  the  colonel 
came  to  the  cofFee-houfe,  and  fent  for  his  friend, 
who  lodged  but  at  a  little  diftance.  The  colonel 
told  him  he  had  a  little  exaggerated  the  lady's 
beauty  J    however,  he  faid,  he  excufed  that :   «  For 

*  you  might  think,  perhaps,'  cries  he,    *  that  your 

*  inconftancy  to  the  fined  woman  in  the  world, 
<  might  want  fome  excufe.  Be  that  as  it  will,'  faid 
he,  *  you  may  make  yourfelf  eafy,  as  it  will  be,  I  am 

*  convinced,  your  own  fault,  if  you  have  ever  any 

*  further  moleftation  from  Mifs  Matthews.' 

Booth  poured  forth  very  warmly  a  great  profu- 
fion  of  gratitude  on  this  occafion  ;  and  nothing  more 
anywifc  material  pad  at  this  interview,  which  was 
very  Ihort,  the  colonel  being  in  a  great  hurry,  as 
he  had,  he  faid,  fome  bufinefs  of  very  great  import- 
ance to  tranfad  that  morning. 

The  colonel  had  now  feen  Booth  twice,  without 
remembering  to  give  him  the  thirty  pounds.  This 
the  latter  imputed  intirely  to  forgetfulnefs  j  for  he 
had  always  found  the  promifes  of  the  former  to  be 
equal  in  value  with  the  notes  or  bonds  of  other 
people.  He  was  more  furprifed  at  what  happened 
the  next  day,  when  meeting  his  friend  in  the  Park, 
he  received  only  a  cold  falute  from  him  j  and 
though  he  pall  him  five  or  C\x  times,  and  the  colo- 
nel was  walking  with  a  fingle  officer  of  no  great 
rank,  and  with  whom  he  feemed  in  no  earneil  con- 
verfat'on ;  yet  could  not  Booth,  who  was  alone, 
obtain  any  further  notice  from  him. 

This  gave  the  poor  man  fome  alarm  j  though 
he  could  fcarcc  perfuade  himfelf  there  was  any  de- 
sign in  all  this  coldnefs  or  forgetfulnefs.  Once  he 
imagined  that  he  had  leffened  himfelf  in  the  colo- 
nel's opinion,  by  having  difcovered  his  inconftancy 

to 
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to  Amelia ;  but  the  known  characfler  of  the  other 
prefently  cured  him  of  this  fufpicion,  for  he  was  a 
perfect  libertine  with  regard  to  women  j  that  being 
indeed  the  principal  blemifh  in  his  characfter,  which 
otherwife  might  have  deferved  much  commenda- 
tion for  good-nature,  generofity,  and  friendfhip. 
But  he  carried  this  one  to  a  mod  unpardonable 
height;  and  made  no  fcruple  of  openly  declaring, 
that  if  he  ever  liked  a  woman  well  enough  to  be 
uneafy  on  her  account,  he  would  cure  himfelf,  if 
he  could,  by  enjoying  her,  whatever  might  be  the 
confequence. 

Booth  could  not  therefore  be  perfuaded  that  the 
colonel  would  fo  highly  refent  in  another  a  fault, 
of  which  he  was  himfelf  moft  notorioufiy  guilty. 
After  much  confideraiion,  he  could  derive  this  be- 
haviour from  nothing  better  than  a  capricioufnefs 
in  his  friend's  temper,  from  a  kind  of  inconftancy 
of  mind,  which  makes  men  grow  weary  of  their 
friends,  with  no  more  reafon  than  thev  ofcen  are  of 
their  miftrefles.  To  fay  the  truth,  there  are  jilts  in 
friendfhip  as  well  as  in  love;  and  by  the  behaviour 
of  fome  men  in  both,  one  would  almofi:  imagine 
that  they  induftrioufly  fought  to  gain  the  afFedlions 
of  others,  witli  a  view  only  of  making  the  parties 
miferable. 

This  was  the  confequence  of  the  colonel's  behavi- 
our to  Booth.  Former  calamities  had  afflided  him, 
but  this  almoft  diftraded  him ;  and  the  more  io,  as 
he  was  not  able  well  to  account  for  fuch  conducft, 
nor  to  conceive  the  reafon  of  it. 

Amelia,  at  his  return,  prefently  perceived  the 
difturbance  in  his  mind,  though  he  endeavoured 
with  his  utmoft  power  to  hide  it;  and  he  was  at 
length  prevailed  upon  by  her  entreaties  to  difcover 
to  her  the  caufe  of  it;  which  fhe  no  fooncr  heard, 
than  fhe  applied  as  judicious  a  remedy  to  his  difor- 
dered  fpirits,  as  either  of  thofe  great  mental  phyfi- 
cians,  Tully  or  Ariftotle,  could  have  thought  of. 
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She  ufed  many  arguments  to  perfuade  him  that  he 
was  in  an  error;  and  had  miftaken  forojetfulnefs  and 
careleffhefs  for  a  dcfigned  neglcd. 

But  as  this  phyfic  was  only  eventually  good,  and 
as  its  efficacy  depended  on  her  being  in  the  riphr, 
a  point  in  which  fhe  was  not  apt  to  be  too  pofitive, 
fhe  thought  fit  to  add  fome  confolation  of  a  more 
certain  and  pofitive  kind.  '  Admit,'  faid  fhe,  '  my 
dear,  that  Mr.  James  fhould  prove  the  unaccount- 
able perfon  you  have  fufpeded,  and  fhould,  with- 
out being  able  to  allege  any  caufe,  withdraw 
his  friendfliip  from  you  (for  furely  the  accident 
of  burning  his  letter  is  too  trifling  and  ridiculous 
to  mention),  vi'hy  fhould  this  grieve  you  ?  the 
obligations  he  hath  conferred  on  you,  I  allow, 
ought  to  m.ake  his  misfortunes  almoft  your  own  ; 
but  they  fliould  not,  I  think,  make  you  fee  his 
faults  fo  very  fenfibly,  efpecially  when,  by  one 
of  the  greateil  faults  in  the  world  committed 
again fl  yourfclf,  he  hath  confiderably  lefTened  all 
obligations;  for  fure,  if  the  f^ime  perfon  who 
hath  contributed  to  my  happinefs  at  one  time, 
doth  every  thing  in  his  power  malicioufly  and 
wantonly  to  make  me  miferabie  at  another,  I  am 
very  little  obliged  to  fuch  a  perfon.  And  let  it 
be  a  comfort  to  my  dear  Billy,  that  however 
other  friends  may  prove  falfe  and  fickle  to  him, 
he  hath  one  friend,  v^'hom  no  inconftancy  of  her 
own,  nor  any  change  of  his  fortune,  nor  time, 
nor  age,  nor  ficknefs,  nor  any  accident,  can  ever 
alter;  but  who  will  efteem,  will  love,  and  doat 
on  him  for  ever.'  So  faying,  fhe  flung  her  fnowy 
arm,s  about  his  neck,  and  gave  him  a  carefs  fo  ten- 
der, that  it  feemed  almoft  to  balance  all  the  malice 
of  his  fate. 

And,  indeed,  the  behaviour  of  Amelia  would 
have  m.ade  him  completely  happy,  in  defiance  of  all 
ad^erfe  circumftances,  had  it  not  been  for  thofe 
bitter  ingredients  which  he  himfelf  had  thrown  into 

his 
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his  cup  i  and  which  prevented  him  from  truly  rejifh- 
ng  his  Amelia's  fweetnefs,  by  cruelly  reminding 
him  how  unworthy  he  was  of  this  excellent  crea- 
ture. 

Booth  did  not  long  remain  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
condu(5l  of  James,  which,  at  firfl:,  appeared  to  hiin 
to  be  fo  great  a  myflery  ;  for  this  very  afternoon  he 
received  a  letter  from  Mifs  Matthews,  which  unra- 
velled the  whole  affair.  By  this  letter,  which  was 
full  of  bitternefs  and  upbraiding,  he  difcovercd 
that  James  was  his  rival  with  that  lady,  and  was, 
indeed,  the  identical  perfon  who  had  fent  the  hun- 
dred pound  note  to  Mifs  Matthews,  when  in  the 
prifon.  He  had  reafon  to  believe  likewife,  as  well 
by  the  letter  as  by  other  circumftances,  that  James 
had  hi'therto  been  an  unfuccefsful  lover;  for  the 
lady,  though  fhe  had  forfeited  all  title  to  virtue, 
had  not  yet  fo  far  forfeited  all  pretenfions  to  deli- 
cacy, as  to  be,  like  the  dirt  in  the  ftreer,  indiffe- 
rently common  to  all.  She  diftributed  her  favours 
only  to  thofe  fhe  liked,  in  which  number  that 
gentleman  had  not  the  happinefs  of  being  in- 
cluded. 

When  Booth  had  made  this  difcovery,  he  was 
not  fo  little  vcrfed  in  human  nature,  as  any  longer 
to  hefitate  at  the  true  motive  to  the  colonel's  con- 
dud:;  for  he  well  knew  how  odious  a  fight  a  happy 
rival  is  to  an  unfortunate  lover.  I  believe  he  was, 
in  reality,  glad  to  affign  the  cold  treatment  he  had 
received  from  his  friend,  to  a  caufe,  which,  how- 
ever unjuftifiable,  is,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  natu- 
ral ;  and  to  acquit  him  of  a  levity,  Hcklenefs,  and 
caprice,  which  he  mufl:  have  been  unwillingly  obliged 
to  have  feen  in  a  muc!i  worfe  light. 

He  now  refolved  to  take  the  firit  opportunity  of 
accofting  the  colonel,  and  of  coming  to  a  perfei5l 
explanation  upon  the  whole  matter.  He  debated 
likewife  with  himfelf,  whether  he  fliould  not  throw 
himlelf  at  Amelia's  feet,    and  confcfs  a  crime  to 

A  a  4  her. 


26o  AMELIA.  Book  IV. 

her,  which  he  found  fo  little  hopes  of  conceal- 
ing, and  which  he  forefaw  would  occafion  him  fo 
many  difficulties  and  terrors  to  endeavour  to  conceal. 
Happy  had  it  been  for  him,  had  he  wifely  purfued 
this  Hep  i  fince,  in  all  probability,  he  would  have 
received  immediate  forgivenefs  from  the  beft  of 
women  ;  but  he  had  not  fufficient  refolution  ;  or,  to 
fpeak,  perhaps  more  truly,  he  had  too  much  pride 
to  confefs  his  guilt,  and  preferred  the  danger  of  the 
higheft  inconveniencies  to  the  certainty  of  being  put 
to  the  blufh, 

CHAP.     VI. 

In  which  may  afpear^  that  violence  is  fometimss  done- 
to  the  name  of  love. 

WHEN  thit  happy  day  came,  in  which  unhal- 
lowed hands  are  forbidden  to  contaminate  the 
llioulders  of  the  unfortunate.  Booth  went  early  to 
the  colonel's  houfe,  and  being  admitted  to  his  pre- 
fence,  began  with  great  freedom,  though  with  great 
gentlenefs,  to  complain  of  his  not  having  deak 
with  him  with  more  opennefs.     '  Why,   my  dear 

*  colonel,'  faid  he,  *  would  you  not  acquaint 
'  me  Vv'ith  that  fecret  which  this  letter  hath  dif- 
'  clofed  V  James  read  the  letter,  at  which  his 
countenance  changed  more  than  once;  and  then, 
after  a  fhort  filence,   faid,    <  Mr.  Booth,   I   have 

*  been  to  blame,   I  own  it ;    and  you  upbraid  me 

*  with  juftice.     The  true  reafon   was,  that  I   was 

*  afhamed  of  my  own  folly.     D— n  me.  Booth,  if 

*  I  have  not  been  a  moft  confummate  fool,  a  very 

*  dupe  to   this  woman  j     and  fhe  hath  a  particular 

*  pleafure  in   making  me  fo.      I  know  what   the 

*  impertinence  of  virtue  is,  and  I  can  fubmit  to  itj 
^  but  to  be  treated  thus  by  a  whore — You  muft 
'  forgive  me,  dear  Booth,   but  your  fuccefs  was  a 

*  kind  of  triumph  over  me,  which  I  could  not  bear. 

^  I  owns 
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*  I  own,  I  have  not  the  lead  reafon  to  conceive  any 

*  anger  againft  you  j  and  yet,  curfe  me,  if  I  fhould 
^  not  have  been  lefs  difpleafed  at  your  lying  with 

*  my  own  wife;  nay,  I  could  almo(l:  Iiave  parted 
^  with  half  my  fortune  to  you  more  willingly,  than 
^  have  fufFered  you  to  receive  that  trifle  of  my  mo- 
'  ney,  v/hich  you  received  at  her  hands.     However, 

*  I  afk  your  pardon,  and  I  promife  you,  I  will  never 

*  more  think  of  you  with  the  leaf):  ill-will,  on  the 

*  account  of  this  woman  j  but  as  for  her,  d — n  me, 

*  if  I  do  not  enjoy  her  by  fome  means  or  other, 
'  whatever  it  cofts  mej  for  I  am  already  above  two 
^  hundred  pounds  out  of  pocket,  without  having 

*  fcarce  had  a  fmile  in  return.' 

Booth  expreffed  much  aftonifhment  at  this  decla- 
ration ;  he  faid,  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  was 
polTible  to  have  fuch  an  affe6lion  for  a  woman,  who 

did  not  (hew  the  lead  inclination  to  return  it.-^ 

James  gave  her  a  hearty  curfe;  and  faid,  *  Pox  of 
'  her  inclination  ;  I  want  only  the  pofTefTion  of  her 

*  perfon  j  and  that  you  will  allow  is  a  very  fine  one. 

*  But,   befides  my  paiTion  for  her,   (he  hath  now 

*  piqued  my  pride ;  for  how  can  a  man  of  my  for- 
^  tunc  brook  being  refufed  by  a  whore  V     '  Since 

*  you  are  fo  fet  on  the  bufinefs,'  cries  Booth,  *  you 

*  will  excufe  my  faying  fo  j  I  fancy  you  had  better 

*  change  your  method  of  applying  to  her;  for,  as 

*  (he  is,  perhaps,  the  vainell  woman  upon  earth, 
f  your  bounty  may  probably  do  you   little  fervice; 

*  nay,  may  rather  adtually  difoblige  her.  Vanity  is 
'  plainly  her  predominant  pafTion,  and,  if  you  will 

*  adminifler  to  that,  it  will  infallibly  throw  Jier  into 
'  your  arms.  To  this  I  attribute  my  own  unfortu- 
'  nate  fuccefs.     While  fhe  relieved  my  wants  and 

*  di{lre(res,  (lie  was  daily  feeding  her  own  vanity; 
^  whereas,  as  every  gift  of  yours  aflerted  your  fupe- 

*  riority,  it  rather  offended  than  pleafed  her.  \n- 
f  deed,  women  generally  love  to  be  of  the  obliging 

*  lidci 
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<  fide  ;  and  if  we  examine  their  favourites,  we  fhall 

*  find  them  to  be  much  ofcener  fuch  as  they  have 

<  conferred  obligations  on,  than  fuch  as  they  have 

*  received  them  from.' 

There  was  fomethinp;  in  this  fpeech  which  pleafed 
the  colonel  j    and  he  laid,  with  a  fmile,  *  1  don'c 

*  know   how   it   is,   Will ;    but   you   know   women 

*  better  than   I.'       '  Perhaps,   colonel,'    anfwered 
Booth,    *  I    have   ftudied    their   minds    more.'     '  I 

*  don't,  however,  much  envy  you  your  knowledge,* 
replied  the  other;   *  for  I  never  think   their  minds 

*  worth  confidering.      However,  I  hope  I  fnail  pro- 

*  fit  a  little  by  vour  experience  with  Mifs  Matthews. 

*  Damnation  feize  the  proud   infolent  harlot !    the 

*  devil  take  me,  if  I  don't  love  her  more  than  I  ever 

*  loved  a  wom.an  1' 

The  red  of  their  converfation  turned  on  Booth's 
n (fairs.  1  he  colonel  again  reaffumed  the  part  of  a 
friend,  o;ave  him  the  remainder  of  the  money,  and 
promifed  to  take  the  firfi:  opportunity  of  laying  his 
memorial  before  a  great  man. 

Booth  was  greatly  overjoyed  at  this  fuccefs.  No- 
thing now  lay  on  his  mind,  but  to  conceal  his 
frailty  from  Amelia,  to  whom  he  was  afraid  Mifs 
Matthews,  in  the  rage  of  her  refentment,  would 
communicate  it.  This  apprehenfion  made  him  ft  ay 
almoft  conftantly  at  home  ;  and  he  trembled  at  every 
knock  at  the  door.  His  fear,  moreover,  betrayed 
him  into  a  meannefs,  v/hich  he  would  have  heartily 
defpifed  on  any  other  occafion.  This  was  to  order 
the  maid  to  deliver  him  any  letter  direfted  to  Ame- 
lia ;  at  the  fame  time  ftriclly  charging  her  not  to 
acquaint  her  miftrefs  with  her  having  received  any 
fuch  orders. 

A  fervant  of  any  acutenefs  would  have  formed 
ftrange  conieclures  from  fuch  an  injuniflion -,  buc 
this  poor  girl  was  of  perfect  fimplicity  j  fo  great  in- 
deed was  her  fimplicity,  that  had  not  Amelia  been 

void 
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void  of  all  fufpicion  of  her  hufband,  the  maid  would 
have  foon  after  betrayed  her  mailer. 

One  afternoon,  while  they  were  drinking  tea, 
little  Betty,  fo  was  the  maid  called,  came  into  ihe 
room;  and  calling  her  m, after  forth,  delivered  him 
a  card  which  Vv^as  dire<"l:ed  to  Amelia.  Booth  hav- 
ing read  the  cardj  on  his  return  into  the  room, 
.chid  the  girl  for  calling  him,  faying,  '  If  you  cari 
'  read,  child,  you  mult  fee  it  was  dire6ted  to  your 

^  miftrefs.' To  this  the  girl  anfwered  pertly  e- 

nough,  ^  I  am  fure.  Sir,   you  ordered   me  to  bring 

*  every  letter  firit  to  you.'  This  hint,  with  many 
women,  would  have  been  fufiicient  to  have  blown 
up  the  whole  affair,  but  Amelia,  who  heard  what 
the  girl  laid,  through  the  medium  of  love  and  con- 
fidence, faw  the  matter  in  a  much  better  light  thaa 
it  deferved  ;  and,  looking  tenderly  on  her  hufband, 
fdid,  *  Indeed,  my  love,  I  muil  blame  you  for  a 
'  condutft,  which,  perhaps,  I  ought  rather  to  praife, 
'  as  it  proceeds  only  from   the  extreme  tendernefs 

*  of  your  atFection.  Bur,  why  will  you  endeavour 
'  to  keep  any  fecrets  from  me  ?    believe  me,    for 

*  iny  own  fake,  you  ought  nor;  for,  as  you  cannot 
^  hide  the  conlequences,  you  make  me  always  fuf- 

*  pe61:  ten   times  worfe  than  the  reality.     While  I 

*  have  you  and  my  children  well  before  my  eyes,  I 
'  am  capable  of  facing  any  news  which  can  arrive; 

*  for  what  ill  news  can  come  (unlefs  indeed  it  con- 
<  cerns  my  little   babe  in  the  country)  which  doth 

*  nor  relate  to  the  badnefs  of  our  circumftances  ? 
'  and    thofe,   I   thank  Heaven,  we  have  now  a  fair 

*  profpcifl  of  retrieving.  Befides,  dear  Billy,  though 
'  my   underllanding  be  much  inferior  to  yours,    I 

*  have  fometimes  had  the  happinefs  of  luckily  hit- 

*  ting  on  fome  argument  which  hath  afforded  you 

*  comfort.      This  you   know,    my  dear,    was    the 

*  cafe  with  regard  to  Colonel  James,  whom  I  per- 
^  fuaded  you  to  tliink  you  had  miftaken,  and  you 

*  fee  the  event  proved  me  in  the  right.'     So  hap- 
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pily,  both  for  herfelf  and  Mr.  Booth,  did  the  excel- 
lence of  this  good  woman's  difpofition  deceive  her, 
and  force  her  to  fee  every  thing  in  the  molt  advan- 
tageous light  to  her  hulband. 

The  card  being  now  infpe6led,  was  found  to  con- 
tain the  compliments  of  Mrs.  James  to  Mrs.  Booth, 
with  an  account  of  her  being  arrived  in  town, 
and  having  brought  with  her  a  very  great  cold. 
Amelia  was  overjoyed  at  the  news  of  lier  arrival ; 
and  having  dreft  herfelf  in  the  utmoft  hurry,  left 
her  children  to  the  care  of  her  hufband,  and  ran 
away  to  pay  her  refpefts  to  her  friend,  whom  fhe 
loved  with  a  mod  fincere  affedion.  But  how  was 
fhe  difappointed,  when,  eager  with  the  utmoft  im- 
patience, and  exulting  with  the  thoughts  of  pre- 
fently  feeing  her  beloved  friend,  fhe  was  anfwered 
at  the  door  that  the  lady  was  not  at  home  !  nor 
could  fhe,  upon  telling  her  name,  obtain  any  ad- 
miflion.  This,  confidering  the  account  fhe  had 
received  of  the  lady's  cold,  greatly  furprifed  her; 
and  flie  returned  home  very  much  vexed  at  her  dif- 
appointment. 
'  Amelia,  who  had  no  fufpicion  that  Mrs.  James 
was  really  at  home,  and,  as  the  phrafe  is,  was  denied, 
would  have  made  a  fecond  vifit  the  next  morning, 
had  flie  not  been  prevented  by  a  cold,  which  fhe 
herfelf  now  got,  and  which  was  attended  with  a  flight 
fever.  This  confined  her  feveral  days  to  her  houfe, 
during  which  Booth  officiated  as  her  nurfe,  and  never 
Hi  r red  from  her. 

Jn  all  this  time  Ihe  heard  not  a  word  from  Mrs. 
James,  which  gave  her  fome  uneafinefs,  but  more 
ailonifhment.  The  tenth  day,  when  fhe  was  per- 
fectly recovered,  about  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
fhe  and  her  hufband  were  juft  going  to  lupper,  he 
heard  a  moft  violent  thundering  at  the  door,  and 
prefently  after  a  ruftling  of  filk  upon  the  ftaircafe, 
at  the  fame  time  a  female  voice  cried  out  pretty- 
loud — '  Elefs  mel  what  am  I  to  climb  up  another 

«  pair 
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«  pair  of  flairs?'  upon  which  Amelia,  who  well  knew 
the  voice,  prcfently  ran  to  the  door,  and  iifhered  in 
Mrs.  James  mofl;  iplendidly  drefled  ;  who  put  on  as 
formal  a  countenance,  and  made  as  formal  a  courtefy 
to  her  old  friend,  as  if  Ihe  had  been  her  very  diftanc 
acquaintance. 

Poor  Amelia,  who  was  going  to  rufh  into  her 
friend's  arms,  was  flruck  motionlefs  by  this  beha- 
viour;  but  recolle<5i:ing  her  fpirits,  as  fhe  had  an 
excellent  prefence  of  mind,  flie  prefently  under- 
ftood  what  the  lady  meant,  and  refolved  to  treat 
her  in  her  own  way.  Down  therefore  the  company 
fat,  and  filence  prevailed  for  fome  time,  during 
which  Mrs.  James  furveyed  the  room  with  more 
attention  than  fhe  would  have  beftowed  on  one 
much  finer.  At  length  the  converfation  began,  in 
which  the  weather  and  the  diverfions  of  the  town 
were  well  canvalTed.  Amelia,  who  was  a  woman 
of  great  humour,  performed  her  part  to  admiration; 
fo  that  a  byftandcr  would  have  doubted,  in  every 
other  article  than  drefs,  which  of  the  two  was  the 
moft  accomplilhed  fine  lady. 

After  a  vifit  of  twenty  minutes,  during  which  not 
a  word  of  any  former  occurrences  was  mentioned, 
nor  indeed  any  fubjetfb  of  difcourfe  flarted,  except 
only  thofe  two  above-mentioned,  Mrs.  James  rofe 
from  her  chair,  and  retired  in  the  fame  formal  man- 
ner in  which  fhe  had  approached.  We  will  purfue 
her  for  the  fake  of  the  contraft,  during  the  reft  of 
the  evening.  She  went  from  Amelia  dire(5lly  to  a 
rout,  where  fhe  fpent  two  hours  in  a  crowd  of  com- 
pany, talked  again  and  again  over  the  diverfions 
and  news  of  the  town,  played  two  rubbers  at  whift, 
and  then  retired  to  her  own  apartment,  where,  iiav- 
ing  pafled  another  hour  in  undrefling  herfelf,  llie 
went  to  her  own  bed. 

Booth  and  his  wife,  the  moment  their  companion 
was  gone,  fat  down  to  fupper  on  a  piece  of  cold 
meat,  the  remains  of  their  dinner.     After  which, 

over 
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over  a  pint  of  wine,  they  entertained  themfelves 
for  a  while,  with  the  ridiculous  behaviour  of  their 
vifitant.  But  Amelia  declaring  fhe  ratlier  faw  her 
as  the  object  of  pity  than  anger,  turned  the  dif- 
courl^e  to  pleafanter  topics.  The  little  aftions  of 
their  children,  the  former  fcenes  and  future  profpe^ls 
of  their  life,  furnidied  them  with  many  plcafant  ideas; 
and  the  contemplation  of  Amelia's  recovery  threw 
Booth  into  raptures.  At  length  they  retired,  happy 
in  each  other. 

It  is  pofTible  fome  readers  may  be  no  lefs  furprifed 
at  the  behaviour  of  Mrs.  James,  than  v/as  Amelia 
herfelf,  fince  they  may' have  perhaps  received  fo  fa- 
vourable an  impreffion  of  that  lady  from  the  account 
given  of  her  by  Mr.  Booth,  that  her  prefent  de- 
meanour may  feem  unnatural  and  inconfiftent  with 
her  former  charafter.  But  they  will  be  pleafed  to 
confider  the  great  alteration  in  her  circumftances, 
from  a  ftate  of  dependency  on  a  brother,  who  was 
himfelf  no  better  than  a  foidier  of  fortune,  to  that 
of  being  wife  to  a  man  of  a  very  large  eftate,  and 
confiderable  rank  in  life.  And  what  was  her  pre- 
fent behaviour  more  than  that  of  a  fine  lady,  who 
confidered  form  and  fliow  as  eflential  ingredients  of 
human  happinefs,  and  imagined  all  friendfhip  to 
confill  in  ceremony,  courtefies,  meffages,  and  vifits? 
in  which  opinion,  llie  hath  the  honour  to  think  with 
much  the  larger  part  of  one  fex,  and  no  fmali  num- 
ber of  the  other. 

CHAP.     VII. 

Containing  a  'very  extraordinary  and  pkafing  incidents 

THE  next  evening,  Booth  and  Amelia  went  to 
walk  in  the  Park  with  their  children.  They 
■were  now  on  the  verge  of  the  Parade,  and  Booth 
was  defcribing  to  his  wife  the  feveral  buildings 
round  it  j  when,  on  a  fudden,  Amelia,  mifling  her 

little 
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little  boy  , cried  out,  *  Where's  little  Billy?'  Upon 
which,  Booth  calling  his  eyes  over  the  grafs,  law 
a  foot-fold ier  fhaking  the  boy  at  a  little  diftance. 
At  this  fight,  without  making  any  anfwer  to  his 
wife,  he  leapt  over  the  rails,  and  running  diretflly 
up  to  the  fellow,  who  had  a  firelock  with  a  bayo- 
net fixed  in  his  hand,  he  feized  him  by  the  collar, 
and  tripe  up  his  heels,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  wrefted 
his  arms  from  him.  A  ferjeant  upon  duty,  feeing 
the  affray  at  fome  didance,  ran  prefently  up,  and 
being  told  what  had  happened,  gave  the  centinel  a 
hearty  curfe,  and  told  him  he  deferved  to  be  hang- 
ed. A  byellander  gave  this  information  ;  for  Booth 
was  returned  with  his  little  boy  to  meet  Amelia,  who 
flaggered  towards  him  as  fall  as  flie  could,  all  pale 
and  breathlefs,  and  fcarce  able  to  fupport  her  totter- 
ing limbs.  The  I'crjeant  now  came  up  to  Boorh,  to 
make  an  apology  fur  the  behaviour  of  the  foldicr, 
when,  of  a  fudden,  he  turned  almoft  as  pale  as  Ame- 
lia herfelf.  He  ftood  filent  whill'l  Booth  was  em- 
ployed in  comforting  and  recovering  his  wife;  and 
then  addrefiing  himfelf  to  him,  faid,  *  Blefs  me  ! 
'  lieutenant,  could  I  imagine  it  had   been  your  ho- 

*  nourj  and  was  it  my  little  mailer  that  the  rafcal 

*  ufed  fo — I  am  glad  1  did  not  know  it,  for  I  fliould 
'  certainly  have  run  my  halberd  into  him.' 

B6oth  prefently  recognized  his  old  faithful  fervant 
Atkinfon,  and  gave  him  a  hearty  greeting;  faying. 
He  was  very  glad  to  fee  him  in  his  prefent  fituation. 

*  Whatever  1   am,'  anfwered  the  ferjeant,  *  I  fliall 

*  always  think  I  owe  it  to  your  honour.'  Then  tak- 
ing the  little  boy  by  the  hand — he  cried,  *  What  a 

*  vad  fine  young  gentleman  mailer  is  grown  !'  and 
curfing  the  foldier's  inhumanity,  fwore  heartily  he 
would  make  him  pay  for  it. 

As  Amelia  was  much  difordered  with  her  fright, 
fhe  did  not  recolieft  her  fofter-brother  till  he  was  in- 
troduced to  her  by  Booth ;  but  fiie  no  Iboi^f  r  knew 

liim. 
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him,  than  fhe  beftowed  a  mod  obliging  fmileon  him; 
and  calling  him  by  the  nanne  of  honeft  Joe,  faid,  fhe 
was  heartily  glad  to  fee  him  in  England. *  See, 

*  my  dear,'  cries  Booth,  *  what  preferment  your  old 

*  friend  is  come  to.  You  would  fcarce  know  him, 
'  I  believe,  in   his  prefent  (late  of  finery.'     *  I  am 

*  very  well  pleafed  to  fee  it,'  anfwered  Amelia,  *  and 

*  I  wifh  him  joy  of  being  made  an  officer  with   all 

*  my  heart.'  In  fafl,  from  what  Mr.  Booth  faid, 
joined  to  the  ferjeant's  laced  coat,  fhe  believed  that 
he  had  obtained  a  commiffion.  So  weak  and  abfurd 
is  human  vanity,  that  this  miflake  of  Amelia's  pof- 
fibly  put  poor  Atkinfon  out  of  countenance;  for  he 
looked  at  this  inftant  more  filly  than  he  had  ever 
done  in  his  life  3  and  making  her  a  moft  refpeflful 
bow,  muttered  fomething  about  obligations,  in  a 
fcarce  articulate  or  intelligible  manner. 

The  ferjeant  had,  indeed,  among  many  other  qua- 
lities, that  modefi:y  which  a  Latin  author  honours  by 
the  name  of  ingenuous :  Nature  had  given  him  this, 
notwithftanding  the  meannefs  of  his  birth  j  and  fix 
years  converfation  in  the  army  had  not  taken  it 
away.  To  fay  the  truth,  he  was  a  noble  fellow ; 
and  Amelia,  by  fuppofing  he  had  a  commiffion  in 
the  guards,  had  been  guilty  of  no  affront  to  that  ho- 
nourable body. 

Booth  had  a  real  affeflion  for  Atkinfon,  though, 
in  fa6l,  he  knew  not  half  his  merit.  He  acquainted 
him  with  his  lodgings,  where  he  earneflly  defired  to 
fee  him. 

Amelia,  who  was  far  from  being  recovered  from 
the  terrors  into  which  the  feeing  her  hufband  en- 
sased  with  the  foldier  had  thrown  her,  defired  to 
eo  home ;  nor  was  fhe  well  able  to  walk  without 
fome  affiftance.  While  (lie  fupported  herfelf,  there- 
fore, on  her  hull^and's  arm,  Ihe  told  Atkinfon,  fhe 
fhould  be  obliged  to  him,  if  he  would  take  care 
of  the  children.  He  readily  accepted  the  office; 
5  '  but. 
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but,  upon  Gfrcring  his  hand  to  Mifs,  fhe  refufed, 
and  burft;  into  tears.  Upon  which  the  tender  mo- 
ther refigned  Booth  to  her  children,  and  put  herklf 
under  the  ierjeant's  proceflion  •,  who  conduced  her 
lafe  home,  though  fiie  often  declared  Ihe  feared  fhe 
fliould  drop  down  by  the  way.  The  fear  of  which 
fo  afFecled  the  ferjeant  (for  befides  the  lionour 
which  he  himfelf  had  for  the  lady,  he  knew  how 
tenderly  his  friend  loved  her)  that  he  was  unable  to 
fpeak  ;  and  had  not  his  nerves  been  fo  ilrongly 
braced  that  nothing  could  fhake  them,  he  had 
enou£;h  in  his  mind  to  have  fet  him  a  tremblinor 
equally  with  the  lady. 

\¥hen  they  arrived  at  the  lodgings,  the  miftrefs 
of  the  houfe  opened  the  door,  who,  feeing  Ame- 
lia's condition,  threw  open  the  parlour^  and  beg- 
ged her  to  walk  inj  upon  which  fhe  immediately 
flung  herfelf  into  a  chair,  and  all  prefent  thought 
file  would  have  fainted  away — However,  fhe  efcaped 
that  mifery,  and  having  drank  a  glafs  of  water  with 
a  little  white  wine  mixed  in  it,  (he  began,  in  a  little 
time,  to  regain  her  complexion;  and,  at  length, 
afiTured  Booth  that  flie  was  perfei5lly  recovered,  but 
declared  fhe  had  never  undergone  fo  much,  and 
earneftly  begged  him  never  to  be  fo  rafn  for  rhe 
future.  She  then  called  lier  little  boy,  and  gently 
chid  him,   faying,   *  You    mull   never   do   fo    more, 

*  Billy;  you  fee  what  mifchief  you  might  have 
'  brought  upon   your    father;   and   what  you    have 

*  made  me  fufi'cr.'     *  La!  mamma,'  faid  the  cliild, 

*  what  harm  did  I  do  ?   I  did   not  know  that  people 

*  might  not  walk   in   the   green   fields  in   London. 

*  I  am  fure,  if  I  did  a  fault,  the  man  puniflicd  me 
'  enough  for  it;  lor  he  pinched  me  almoft  through 

*  my  flender  arm.'  He  then  bared  his  little  arm> 
which  was.  greatly  difcoloured  by  the  injury  it  had 
received — Booth  uttered  a  moft  dreadful  execration 
at  this  fight;  and  the  ferjeant,  who  was  now  prefent, 
did  the  like. 

Vol.  VIIL  B  b  Atkinfon 
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Atkinfon  now  returned  to  his  guard,  and  went 
dirtrclly  to  the  officer  to  acquaint  him  with  the  fol- 
dier's  inhumanity  j  but  he,  who  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age,  gave  the  ferjeant  a  great  curfe,  and 
(aid  the  foldicr  had  done  very  well  j  for  that  idle 
boys  ought  to  be  correfted.  This,  however,  did 
not  fatisfy  poor  Atkinfon,  who,  the  next  day,  as 
foon  as  the  guard  was  relieved,  beat  the  fellow  moll 
unmercifully,  and  told  him  he  would  remember  him 
as  long  as  he  ftaid  in  the  regiment. 

Thus  ended  this  trifling  adventure,  which  fome 
readers  will,  perhaps,  be  pleafed  with  feeing  related 
at  full  length.  None,  I  think,  can  fail  drawing  one 
obfervation  from  it;  namely,  how  capable  the  moft 
infignificant  accident  is  of  difturbing  human  hap- 
pinefs,  and  of  producing  the  moft  unexpected  and 
dreadful  events.  A  refleclion  which  may  ferve  to 
many  moral  and  religious  ufes. 

This  accident  produced  the  firft  acquaintance 
between  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  and  her  lodgers ; 
for  hitherto  they  had  fcarce  exchanged  a  word  to- 
gether. But  the  great  concern  which  the  good  wo- 
man had  fhewn  on  Amelia's  account  at  this  time, 
was  not  likely  to  pafs  unobferved  or  unthanked 
either  by  the  hufband  or  wife.  Amelia,  therefore, 
as  foon  as  fhe  was  able  to  go  up  ftairs,  invited  Mrs. 
Eilifon  (for  that  was  her  name)  to  her  apartment, 
and  defired  the  favour  of  her  to  ftay  to  fupper.  She 
readily  complied ;  and  they  paft  a  very  agreeable 
evening  together,  in  which  the  two  women  feemed 
to  have  conceived  a  moft  extraordinary  liking  to  each 
other. 

Though  beauty  in  general  doth  not  greatly  re- 
commend one  woman  to  another,  as  it  is  too  apt 
to  create  envy;  yet,  in  cafes  where  this  paffion  doth 
not  interfere,  a  fine  woman  is  often  a  pleafing  cb- 
je6t,  even  to  fome  of  her  own  fex  ;  efpecially  when 
her  beauty  is  attended  with  a  certain  air  of  affabi- 
lity, as  was  that  of  Amelia  in  the  hiffheft  degree. 

She 
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She  was,  indeed,  a  mod  charming  woman  ;  and  1 
know  not  whether  the  little  fear  on  her  nofe  did  not 
rather  add  to,  than  diminifh  her  beauty. 

Mrs.  Ellifon,  therefore,  was  as  much  charmed 
with  the  lovelinefs  of  her  fair  lodger,  as  with  all  her 
other  engaging  qualities.  She  was,  indeedj  fo  taken 
with  Amelia's  beauty,  that  (he  could  not  refrain 
from  crying  out  in  a  kind  of  tranfport  of  admira- 
tion, '  Upon  my  word,  Captain  Booth,  you  are  the 

*  happieft  man  in   the  world  1  Your  lady  is  fo  ex- 

*  tremely  handfome,  that  one  cannot  look  at  her 

*  without  pleafure.' 

This  good  woman  herfelf  had  none  of  thefe  at- 
tradlive  charms  to  the  eye.  Her  perfon  was  Ihort, 
and  immoderately  fat  j  her  features  were  none  of 
the  moif  regular!  and  her  complexion  (if  indeed 
fhe  ever  had  a  good  one)  had  confiderably  fuffered 
by  time. 

Her  good  humour  and  complaifance,  however^ 
were  highly  pleafing  to  Amelia.  Nay,  why  fhould 
we  conceal  the  fecret  fatisfaction  which  that  lady  felt 
from  the  compliments  paid  to  her  perfon  ?  fince  fuch 
of  my  readers  as  like  her  beii,  will  not  be  forry  to 
find  that  Ihe  was  a  woman. 

CHAP.    Vlli. 

Ccntaining  various  matters^ 

A  Fortnight  iiad  now  pafTed,  fince  Booth  had 
(ttf^a  or  heard  from  the  colonel  j  which  did 
not  a  litcle  furprife  him,  as  they  had  parted  ^o  good 
friends,  and  as  he  had  fo  cordially  undertaken  his 
caufe  concernins;  the  memorial,  on  which  all  his 
hopes  depended. 

The  uneafinefs  which  this  gave  him,  farther  cn- 

crealed  on  finding  that  his  friend  refufed  to  fee  him; 

for  he  had   paid  the  colonel  a  vifit  at  nine   in   the 

morning,  and  was  told  he  was  not  flirringj  and  ac 
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his  return  back  an  hour  afterwards,  the  fervant  faid 
his  mafter  was  gone  out}  of  which  Booth  was  cer- 
tain of  the  fallehobd  j  for  he  had,  during  that  whole 
hour,  walked  backwards  and  forwards  wichia  fight 
of  the  colonel's  door,  and  muft  have  feen  him,  if  he 
had  gone  out  within  that  time. 

The  good  colonel,  however,  did  not  long  fufFer  his 
friend  to  continue  in  the  deplorable  ftate  of  anxiety; 
for  the  very  next  morning  Booth  received  his  me- 
morial inclofed  in  a  letter,  acquainting  him  that  Mr. 
James  had  mentioned  his  affair  to  the  perfon  he  pro- 
pofed  J  but  that  the  great  man  had  fo  many  engage- 
ments on  his  hands,  that  it  was  impofTible  for  him 
to  make  any  further  promifes  at  this  time. 

The  cold  and  diftant  ftyle  of  this  letter,  and  indeed 
the  whole  behaviour  of  James,  fo  different  from  what 
it  had  been  formerly,  had  fomething  fo  myfterious 
in  it,  that  it  greatly  puzzled  and  perplexed  poor 
Booth  ;  and  it  was  lb  long  before  he  was  able  to 
folve  it,  that  the  reader's  curiofity  will,  perhaps,  be 
obliged  to  us  for  not  leavinsr  him  fo  long;  in  the  dark 
as  to  this  matter.  The  true  reafon,  then,  of  the 
colonel's  condud:  was  this:  His  unbounded  gene- 
rofity,  together  with  the  unbounded  extravagance, 
and  confequently  the  great  necedity  of  Mifs  Mat- 
thews, had,  at  length,  overcome  the  cruelty  of  that 
lady,  with  whom  he  likewife  had  luckily  no  rival. 
Above  ail,  the  defire  of  being  revenged  on  Booth, 
with  whom  fhe  was,  to  the  highefb  degree,  enraged, 
had,  perhaps,  contributed  not  a  little  to  his  fuccefs; 
for  (he  had  no  fooner  condefcended  to  a  farniliarity 
with  her  new  lover,  and  difcovered  that  Captain 
James,  of  whom  fhe  had  heard  fo  much  from  Booth, 
was  no  other  than  the  identical  colonel,  than  flie 
employed  every  art  of  which  fhe  was  miftrefs,  to 
make  an  utter  breach  of  friendfhip  between  thefe 
two.  For  this  purpofe,  flie  did  not  fcruple  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  the  colonel  was  not  at  all  obliged  to  the 
charadler  given  of  him  by  his  friend  -,  and  to  the  ac- 
count 
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count  of  this  latter  flie  placed  moft  of  the  cruelty 
which  (lie  had  fhewn  to  the  former. 

Had  the  colonel  made  a  proper  ufe  of  his  reafon, 
and  fairly  examined  the  probability  of  the  fa<5l,  he 
could  fcarce  have  been  impofed  upon  to  believe  a 
matter  fo  inconfiftent  with  all  he  knew  of  Booth,  and 
in  which  that  gentleman  muft  have  finned  againft 
all  the  laws  of  honour  without  any  vifible  tempta- 
tion. But  in  folemn  fa61:,  the  colonel  was  fo  intoxi- 
cated with  his  love,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  his 
miftrefs  to  have  perfuaded  him  of  any  thing ;  befides, 
he  had  an  intereft  in  giving  her  credit  j  for  he  was 
not  a  little  pleafed  with  finding  a  reafon  for  hating 
the  man,  whom  he  could  not  help  hating  without 
any  reafoYi,  at  lead,  without  any  which  he  durft  fairly 
aflTign  even  to  himfelf.  Henceforth,  therefore,  he 
abandoned  all  friendfliip  for  Booth,  and  was  more 
inclined  to  put  him  out  of  the  world,  than  to  en- 
deavour any  longer  at  fupporting  him  in  it. 

Booth  communicated  this  letter  to  his  wife,  who 
endeavoured,  as  ufual,  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power, 
to  confole  him  under  one  of  the  greateft  afflictions, 
which,  I  think,  can  befal  a  man,  namely,  the  unkind- 
nefs  of  a  friend  j  but  he  had  luckily  at  the  fame  time 
the  greateft  bleOing  in  his  poflefTion,  the  kindnefs  of 
a  faithful  and  beloved  wife.  A  bleffing  however, 
which,  though  it  compenfates  moft  of  the  evils  of 
life,  rather  ferves  to  aggravate  the  misfortune  of 
diftrelTed  circumftances,  from  the  confidcration  of 
the  fhare  which  Ihe  is  to  bear  in  them. 

This  afternoon  Amelia  received  a  fecond  vifit  from 
Mrs.  Ellifon,  who  acquainted  her  that  ftie  had  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  ticket  for  the  oratorio,  which  would  carry 
two  perfons  into  the  gallery  j  and  therefore  begged 
the  favour  of  her  company  thither. 

Amelia,  with  many  thanks,  acknowledged  the  ci- 
vility of  Mrs.  Ellifon,  but  declined  accepting  her 
offer  i   upon  which  Booth  very  ftrenuouQy  infilled  on 
her  going,  and  faid  to  her,  *  My  dear,  if  you  knew 
B  b  3  '  the 


374  A  M  E  L  I  A.  Book  IV. 

*  the  fatisfaclion  I  have  in  any  of  your  pleafures,  I 

*  am  convinced  you  would  not  refufe  the  favour 
'  Mrs,  Ellifon  is  fo  kind  to  offer  you  j  for  as  you 
'  are  a  lover  of  mufic,  you,  who  have  never  been 

*  at   an  oratorio,  cannot  conceive  how  you  will  be 

^  delighted,' *  I  well  know  your  goodnefs,  my 

P  dear,*  anfwered  Amelia,  *  but  1  cannot  think  of 
'  leaving  my  children  without  fome  perfon   more 

*  proper  to  take  care  of  them  than  this  poor  girl.* 
Mrs,  Ellifon  removed  this  objection  by  offering  her 
own  fervant,  a  very  difcreet  matron,  to  attend  themj 
but  notwithftanding  this,  and  all  fhe  could  fay,  with 
the  afliftance  of  Booth,  and  of  the  children  them- 
felves,  Amelia  ftill  perfifted  in  her  refufal  j  and  the 
rniftrefs  of  the  houfe,  who  knew  how  far  good  breed- 
ing allows  perfons  to  be  preffing  on  thele  occafionsj, 
took  her  leave. 

She  was  no  fooner  departed,  than  Amelia,  looking 
tenderly  on  her  hufband,  faid,  *  Hov/  can  you,  my 
'  dear  creature,  think  that  mufic  hath  any  charms 

*  for  me  at  this  time — Or  indeed,  do  you  believe 
^  that  I  am  capable  of  any  fenfation  worthy  the  name 
^  of  pleafure^  when  neither  you  nor  my  children  are 
^  prefent,  or  bear  any  part  of  it?' 

An  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  Booth  had 
formerly  belonged,  hearing  from  Atkinfon  where  he 
lodged,  now  came  to  pay  him  a  vifit.  He  told  him 
that  feveral  of  their  old  acquaintance  were  to  meet 
;he  next  Wednefday  at  a  tavern,  and  very  ftrongly 
prelTed  him  to  be  one  of  the  company.  Booth  was, 
in  truth,  what  is  called  a  hearty  fellow,  and  loved 
now  and  then  to  take  a  cheerful  glafs  with  his  friends^ 
but  he  excufed  himfelf  at  this  time.  His  friend  de- 
clared he  wouki  take  no  denial,  and  he  grov,^ing  very 
importunate,  Amelia  at  length  feconded  him.  Upon 
this  3ooth  anfwered,  '  Well,  my  dear,  fince  you  de- 
■?  fire  me,  I  will  complvj  but  on  one  condition,  that 

*  you  go  at  the  fame  time  to  the  oratorio.'  Amelia 
thought  this  requeil:  reafonable  enough,  and  gave 

3  l^^r 
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her  confenti  of  which  Mrs.  Ellifon  prefently  re- 
ceived the  news,  and  with  great  fatisfadlion. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  afked.  Why  Booth  could  go 
to  the  tavern,  and  not  to  the  oratorio  with  his 
wife  ? — In  truth,  then,  the  tavern  was  within  hal- 
lowed ground,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  verge  of  the 
court  i  for,  of  five  officers  that  were  to  meet  fhere, 
three,  befides  Booth,  were  confined  to  that  air, 
which  hath  been  always  found  extremely  wholefom.e 
to  a  broken  military  confticution.  And  here,  if 
the  good  reader  will  pardon  the  pun,  he  will  fcarce 
be  offended  at  the  obfervation ;  fince,  how  is  it 
poffible  that,  without  running  in  debt,  any  per- 
fons  fhould  maintain  the  drefs  and  appearance  of  a 
gentleman,  whofe  income  is  not  half  fo  good  as 
that  of  a  porter  ?  It  is  true,  that  this  allowance, 
fmall  as  it  is,  is  a  great  expence  to  the  public  j  but 
if  feveral  more  unneceffary  charges  were  fpared,  the 
public  might,  perhaps,  bear  a  little  encreafe  of  this 
without  much  feeling  it.  They  would  not,  I  am 
fure,  have  equal  reafon  to  complain  at  contributing 
to  the  maintenance  of  a  fet  of  brave  fellows,  who, 
at  the  hazard  of  their  health,  their  limbs,  and  their 
lives,  have  maintained  the  fafety  and  honour  of 
their  country  j  as  when  they  find  themfelves  taxed 
to  the  fu])pcrt  of  a  fet  of  drones,  who  have  not  the 
leaft  merit  or  claim  to  their  favour  j  and  who,  v;ith- 
out  contributing  in  any  manner  to  the  good  of  the 
hive,  live  luxurioufly  on  the  labours  of  the  induf- 
trious  bee. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX. 

In  which  Amelia,  'with  her  friend^  goes  to  the 
Ot'atorio. 

OTHING  happened  between  the  Monday  and 
the  Wednefday  worthy  a  place  in  this  hiftory, 
Upon  the  evening  of  the  latter,  the  two  ladies  wenc 
to  the  oratorio,  and  were  there  time  enough  to  get 
a  firft  row  in  the  gallery.  Indeed,  there  was  only 
one  perfon  in  the  houfe  when  they  came  j  for  Ame- 
lia's inclinations,  when  flie  gave  a  loofe  to  them, 
were  pretty  eager  for  this  diverfion,  die  being  a  great 
lover  of  mufic,  and  parricularly  of  Mr.  Handel's 
compofitions,  Mrs.  Elijlbn  was',  I  fuppofe,  a  great 
lover  likewife  of  mufic,  for  fhe  was  the  more  impa- 
tient of  the  tw^o ;  which  was  rather  the  m.ore  extra- 
ordinary, as  thefe  entertainments  were  not  fuch  no- 
yelties  to  her  as  they  were  to  poor  Amelia. 

Though  our  ladies  arrived  full  two  hours  before 
they  faw  the  back  of  Mr.  Handel;  yet  this  time 
of  expecftation  did  not  hang  exirsmely  heavy  on 
their  hands,  for  befides  their  own  chat,  they  had 
the  company  of  the  gentleman,  whom  ihey  found 
at  their  firfl:  arrival  in  the  gallery;  and  who,  though 
plainly,  or  rather  roughly  drefled,  very  luckily  for 
the  women,  happened  to  be  not  only  well  bred,  but 
a  perfon  of  very  lively  converfation.  The  gentle- 
man, on  Ids  parr,  fct med  highly  charmed  with  Ame- 
lia, and  in  faft  was  fo  ;  for,  though  he  retrained  him- 
ielf  entirely  within  the  rules  of  good-breeding,  yet 
was  he  in  the  higheft  degree  officious  to  catch  at  every 
Opportunity  of  Ihewing  his  refpeft,  and  doing  her  little 
fcrvices.  He  procured  her  a  book  and  wax  candle, 
and  held  the  candle  for  her  himfelf  during  the  whole 
entertainment, 

.        '  At 
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At  the  end  of  the  oratorio,  he  declared  he  would 
not  leave  the  ladies  till  he  had  feen  thein  fafe  into 
their  chairs  or  coach ;  and  at  the  fame  time  very 
carneftly  entreated  that  he  might  have  the  honour 
of  waiting  on  them.  Upon  which  Mrs.  Ellilbn, 
who  was  a  very  good-humoured  woman,  anfwered, 
^  Ay  fur e,  Sir,  if  you  pleafej  you  have  been  very 
'  obliging  to  us;  and  a  difh  of  tea  fhall  be  at  your 
■*  fervice  at  any  times'  and  then  told  him  where  (lie 
Jived. 

The  ladies  were  no  fooner  feated  in  their  hack- 
ney-coach, than  Mrs.  EUifon  burft  into  a  loud 
laughter,  and  cried,   *  I'll    be  hanged.  Madam,  if 

*  you  have  not  made  a  conquefc  to-night  j   and  v/hat 

*  is  very  pleafant,  I  believe  the  poor  gentleman 
f  takes  you  for  a  fingle  lady.'  '  Nay,'  anfwered 
Amelia  very  gravely,    «  I   proteft  I  began  to  think 

*  at  laft  he  was  rather  too  particular,  though  he  did 

*  not  venture  at  a  word  that  I  could  be  offended  at; 

*  but  if  you   fancy  any  fuch  thing,  I  am  forry  you 

*  invited  him  to  drink  tea.'  *  Why  fo?'  replied 
Mrs.  Ellifon,  *  Are  you  angry  with  a  man  for  likino- 
'  you  ?  if  you  are,  you  you  will  be  angry  with  almoit 
•'  every  man  that  fees  you.     If  I  was  a  man  myfclf 

*  I  declare  I  fliould  be  in  the  number  of  your  ad- 
^  mirers.  Poor  gentleman,  I  pity  him  heartily;  he 
f  little  knows  that  you  have  not  a  heart  to  difpofe 
«  of.  For  my  own  part,  I  fliould  not  be  furprizcd 
«  ac  feeing  a  (erious  propofal  of  marriage;  for  I  am 
'  convinced  he  is  a  man  of  fortune,  not  only  by  the 
<  politenefs  of  his  addrefs,  but  by  the  finenefs  of  his 

*  linen,  and  that  valuable  diamond  ring  on  his  fin- 

*  ger.     But  you  wili  lee  more  of  him  when  lie  comes 

*  to  tea.'  *  Indeed  I  fhall  not,'  anfwered  Amelia, 
^  though  I  believe  you  only  rally  me;  I  hope  you 
«  have  a  better  opinion  of  me,  than  to  think  I 
f  would  go  willingly  into  the  company  of  a  man, 
f  vv|io  had  ;)n  improper  liking  for  me.'  Mrs.  Ellifon, 

who 
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who  was  one  of  the  gayeft  women  in  the  world,  re- 
peated the  words,  improper  liking,  with  a  laugh ; 
and  cried,  '  My  dear  Mrs.  Booth,  believe  me,  you 

*  are  too  handfome  and  too  good-humoured  for  a 

*  prude.     How   can   you  affetft   being  offended  at 

*  what  I  am  convinced  is  the  greateft  pleafure  of 
'  womankind,  and  chiefly,  I  believe,  of  us  virtuous 

*  women  ?    for,  I  allure  you,  notvvithftanding  my 

*  gaiety,  I  am  as  virtuous  as  any  prude  in  Europe.* 

*  Far  be   it  from  me.  Madam,*  faid  Amelia,   *   to 

<  fufpe6l  the  contrary  of  abundance  of  women,  who 

*  indulge  themfelves  in  much  greater  freedoms  than 

*  I  fhould  take,  or  have  any  pleafure  in  taking  j  for  I 

*  folemnly  proteft,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  the  liking 
'  of  all  men,  but  of  one,  is  a  matter  quite  indifferent 

*  to  me,  or  rather  would  be  highly  difagreeable.' 
This  difcourfe  brought  them  home,  where  Ame- 
lia finding  her  children  aQeep,  and  her  hufband  not 
returned,  invited  her  companion  to  partake  of  her 
homely  fare,  and  down  they  fat  to  fupper  toge- 
ther. The  clock  ftruck  twelve;  and  no  news  be- 
ing arrived  of  Booth,  Mrs.  Ellifon  began  to  exprefs 
fome  aftonifhment  at  his  flay,  whence  fhe  launched 
into  a  general  refle£lion  on  hufbands,  and  fcon  paft 
to  fome  particulaf  invedives  on  her  own.     *  Ah, 

*  my  dear  Madam,'  fays  flie,  *  I  know  the  prefent 
'  ftate  of  your  mind  by  what  I  have  myfelf  often 

*  felt  formerly.      I  am  no  Ilranger  to  the  melan- 

*  choly  tone  of  a  midnight  clock.     It  was  my  mif- 

*  fortune  to  drag  on   a  heavy  chain  above  fifreen 

*  years  with  a  fottifh  yoke-fellow.  But  how  can  I 
'  wonder  at  my  fate ;    fince  I  fee  even  your  fupe- 

*  rior  charms  cannot  confine  a  hufband  from  the 
«  bewitching  plcafures  of  a  bottle,'     *   Indeed,  Ma- 

*  dam,'  fays  Amelia,  *  I  have  no  reafon  to  com- 

*  plain,  Mr.  Booth  is  one  of  the  fobereft  of  men  j 

*  but  now  and  then  to  fpend  a  late  hour  with  his 

<  friend,  is,  I  think,   highly  excufable.'     *  O,  no 

'  doubt-!' 
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*  doubt  !'   cries  Mrs.   Ellifon,   *  if  he  can  excufe 

*  himfelfj  but  if  I  was  a  man' — Here  Booth  came 
in  and  interrupted  the  difcourfe.  Amelia's  eyes 
flafhed  with  joy  the  moment  he  appeared  j  and  he 
difcovered  no  lefs  pleafure  in  feeing  her.  His  fpirits 
were  indeed  a  little  elevated  with  wine,  fo  as  to 
heighten  his  good-humour,  without  in  the  lead 
dilordering  his  underdanding,  and  made  him  fuch 
delightful  company,  that  though  it  was  pad  one  in 
the  morning,  neither  his  wife  nor  Mrs.  Ellifon 
thought  of  their  beds  during  a  whole  hour. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  ferjeant  came  to  Mr. 
Booth's  lodgings,  and  with  a  melancholy  counte- 
nance acquainted  him,  that  he  had  been  the  night 
before  at  an  alehoufe,  where  he  heard  one  Mr. 
Murphy  an  attorney  declare,  that  he  would  get  a 
warrant  backed  againft  one  Captain  Booth  at  the 
next  board  of  green  cloth.  *  1  hope,  Sir,*  faid  he, 
^  your  honour  will  pardon  me  j   but  by  what  he  faid, 

*  I  was  afraid  he  meant  your  honour;  and  there- 
'  fore  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  tell  you  ;  for  I  knew 

*  the  fame  thing  happen  to  a  gentleman  here  the 
'  Other  day.' 

Booth  gave  Mr.  Atkinfon  many  thanks  for  his 
information,  *  I  doubt  not,'  faid  he,  *  but  I  atn 
f  the  perfon  meant;  for  it  would  be  foolifh  in  me 
f  to  deny  that  I  am  liable  to  apprehenlions  of  that 
'  fort.'  ^  hope.  Sir,'  faid  the  ferjeant,  *  your  ho- 
^  nour  will  foon  have  reafon  to  fear  no  man  living; 
'  but  in  the  mean  time,  if  any  accident  fliouid 
^  happen,  my  bail  is  at  your  fervice  as  far  as  it  will 

*  go;  and  I  am  a  houfekceper,  and  can  fwear  my- 
^  felf  worth  one  hundred  pounds.'  Which  hearty 
and  friendly  declaration  received  all  thofe  acknow- 
ledgments from  Booth,  which  it  really  deferved. 

The  poor  gentleman  was  greatly  alarincd  at  this 
news;  but  he  was  altogether  as  much  furprifed  at 
Murphy's  being  the  attorney  employed  againll  him, 
3S   ali    his  debts,    except  only  to  Captain  James, 

arofc 
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arofe  in  the  country,  where  he  did  not  know  that 
Mr.  Murphy  had  any  acquaintance.  However, 
he  made  no  doubt  that  he  was  the  perfon  intended, 
and  rel'olved  to  remain  a  clofe  priloner  in  his  own 
lodgings,  till  he  faw  the  event  of  a  propofal  v/hich 
had  been  made  him  the  evening  before  at  the  ta- 
vern, v/here  an  honeft  gentleman,  who  had  a  pofi: 
tinder  the  government,  and  who  was  one  of  the 
company,  had  promifed  to  ferve  him  with  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war,  telling  him,  that  he  made  no  doubt 
of  procuring  iiim  whole  pay  in  a  regim.ent  abroad, 
which  in  his  prefent  circumftances  was  very  highly 
worth  his  acceptance ;  when  indeed  that,  and  a 
gaol.  Teemed  to  be  the  only  alternatives  that  offered 
themfelves  to  his  choice. 

Mr.  Booth  and  his  lady  fpent  that  afternoon  with 
Mrs.  EUifon.  An  incident  v^hich  we  fhould  fcarce 
have  mentioned,  had  it  not  been  that  Amelia  gave, 
on  this  occafion,  an  inllance  of  that  prudence 
which  Ihould  never  be  off  its  guard  in  married 
women  of  delicacy  ;  for  before  ihe  would  confent 
to  drink  tea  with  Mrs.  EUifon,  fiie  made  con- 
ditions, that  the  gentleman  who  had  met  them  at 
the  oratorio  fhould  not  be  let  in.  Indeed,  this  cir- 
cumfpe6lion  proved  unnecell'ary  in  the  preient  in- 
ftancej  for  no  fuch  vifitor  ever  came ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  gave  great  content  to  Amelia  ;  for 
that  lady  had  been  a  little  uneafy  at  the  raillery  of 
Mrs.  Ellifon,  and  had,  upon  reflection,  magnified 
every  little  compliment  made  her,  and  every  little 
civility  fliewn  her  by  the  unknown  gentleman,  far 
beyond  the  truth.  Thefe  imaginations  now  all 
fnbfided  again  j  and  flie  imputed  all  that  Mrs. 
Eilifon  had  faid,  either  to  raillery  or  miftake. 

A  young  lady  made  a  fourth  with  them  at  whift, 
and  likevv^ife  flayed  the  whole  evening.  Her  name 
was  Bennet.  She  was  about  the  age  of  five  and 
tvventy  ;  but  ficknefs  had  given  her  an  older  look, 
and    had  a  good  deal  diminin:ied  her   beauty;   of 

whichj 
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which,  young  as  flie  was,  flie  plainly  appeared  to 
have  only  the  remains  in  her  prelVnt  polTeflion. 
She  was  in  one  particular  the  very  reverie  of  Mrs. 
Eilifon,  being  altogether  as  remarkably  grave  as 
the  other  was  gay.  This  gravity  was  nor,  however, 
attended  with  any  rournefs  of  temper  j  on  the  con- 
trary, fhe  had  much  fweetnefs  in  her  countenance, 
and  was  perfectly  well  bred.  In  fhort,  Amelia 
imputed  her  grave  deportment  to  her  ill  health, 
and  began  to  entertain  a  compafiion  for  her,  which 
in  good  minds,  that  is  to  fay,  in  minds  capable  of 
compalTion,  is  certain  to  introduce  fome  little  degree 
of  love  or  friendfhip. 

Amelia  was  in  fhort  fo  pleafed  with  the  conver- 
fation  of  this  lady,  that,  though  a  woman  of  no 
impertinent  curiofity,  fhe  could  not  help  takino- 
the  firfl  opportunity  of  enquiring  who  (he  was. 
Mrs.  Eilifon  faid,  that  (he  was  an  unhappy  lady, 
who  had  married  a  young  clergyman  for  love,  who, 
dying  of  a  confuniption,  had  left  her  a  widow  in 
very  indifferent  circumftances.  This  account  made 
Amelia  (Hll  pity  her  more,  and  confequently  added 
to  the  liking  which  fhe  had  already  conceived  for 
her.  Amelia  therefore  defired  Mrs.  Eilifon  to 
bring  her  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Bennet,  and  faid 
fhe  would  go  any  day  with  her  to  make  that  lady  a 
vifit.  *  There  need  be  no  ceremony,'  cried  Mrs, 
Eilifon,  '  llie  is  a  v/oman  of  no  form  j    and  as  I  faw 

*  plainly  fhe  was  extremely  pleafed  with  Mrs.  Booth, 

*  I  am  convinced  I  can  bring  her  to  drink  tea  with 

*  you  any  afternoon  you  pleale.* 

The  two  next  days  Booth  continued  at  home, 
highly  to  the  fatisfattion  of  his  Amelia,  who  really 
knew  no  happinefs  out  of  his  company,  nor  fcarce 
any  mifcry  in  it.  She  had,  indeed,  at  all  times 
fo  much  of  his  company  when  in  his  power,  that 
Ihe  had  no  occafion  to  aifign  any  particular  reafon 
for  his  flaying  with  her,  and  confequently  it  could 
give  her  no   caufe   of  fulpicion.      Tiic    Saturday, 

one 
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one  of  her  children  was  a  little  difordered  with  a 
feveriili  complaint,  which  confined  her  to  her  room, 
and  prevented  her  drinking  tea  in  the  afternoon 
with  her  hufband  in  Mrs,  Ellifon's  apartment,  where 
a  noble  lord,  a  coufin  of  Mrs.  Ellifon's,  happened 
to  be  prefent  j  for  though  that  lady  was  reduced 
in  her  circumftances,  and  obliged  to  let  out  part 
of  her  houfe  in  lodgings,  fhe  was  born  of  a  good 
family,  and  had  fome  confiderable  relations. 

His  lordfhip  was  not  himfelf  in  any  office  of 
flate ;  but  his  fortune  gave  him  great  authority 
with  thofe  who  were.  Mrs.  Ellifon,  therefore, 
very  bluntly  took  an  opportunity  of  recommend-  j 

ing    Booth    to    his    confideration.      She    took    the  " 

firft  hint  from  my  lord's  calling  the  gentleman  Cap- 
tain— To  which  fhe  anfwered — *  Ay,  I  willi  your 
'  lordfhip  would  make  him   fo.     It  would   be  but 

*  an  aft  of  juftice,  and   I  know  it  is  in  your  power 

*  to  do  much  greater  things.'  She  then  mentioned 
Booth's  fervices,  and  the  wounds  he  had  received 
at  the  fiege,  of  which  fhe  had  heard  a  faithful  ac- 
count from  Amelia. — Booth  blufiied,  and  was  as 
lilent  as  a  young  virgin  at  the  hearing  her  own 
praifes.  His  lordlhip  anfwered,  '  Coufin  Ellifon, 
'  you  know  you  may  command  my  intereft ;    nay, 

*  I   fliall  have   a  pleafure   in   ferving  one   of  Mr. 

*  Booth's  charafter  :    for  my  part,   I  think  merit 

*  in  all  capacities  ought  to  be  encouraged  j    but  I 

*  know  the  miniflry  are  greatly  peftered  with  fo- 

*  licitations  at  this  time.      However,  Mr.   Booth 

*  may  be  afTured  I  will   take  the  fird  opportuni- 

*  ty  J    and,   in   the  mean  time,   I  fhall  be  glad  of 

*  feeing  him  any  morning  he  pleafes.'  For  all 
thefe  declarations.  Booth  was  not  wanting  in  ac- 
knov/ledgments  to  the  generous  peer,  any  more 
than  he  was  in  fecret  gratitude  to  the  lady,  who 
had  fhewn  fo  friendly  and  uncommon  a  zeal  in  his 
favour. 

The 
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The  reader,  when  he  knows  the  chara^ler  of  this 
nobleman,  may,  perhaps,  conclude  that  his  feeing 
Booth  alone  was  a  lucky  circumftance  j  for  he  was  fo 
palTionate  an  admirer  of  women,  that  he  could  fcarce 
have  efcaped  the  attraction  of  Amelia's  beauty.  And 
few  men,  as  I  have  obferved,  have  fuch  difinterefted 
generofity  as  to  fcrve  a  hufband  the  better,  bccaufc 
they  are  in  love  with  his  wife,  unlefs  fhe  will  conde- 
fcend  to  pay  a  price  beyond  the  reach  of  a  virtuous 
woman. 
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In  which  the  reader  will  meet  with  an  old  acquaintance. 

O  O  T  H  's    affairs    put    on    a    better    afped 
than  they  had  ever  worn  before^  and  he  was 
willing  to  nnake  ufe  of  the  opportunity  of  one 
day  in  feven  to  tafte  the  frefh  air. 

At  nine  in  the  morning  he  went  to  pay  a  vific 
to  his  old  friend  Colonel  James,  refolving,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  have  a  full  explanation  of  that  behaviour 
which  appeared  to  him  lb  myfterious ;  but  the  co- 
lonel was  as  inacceffible  as  the  beft  defended  for- 
trefs  ;  and  it  was  as  impoffible  for  Booth  to  pafs 
beyond  his  entry,  as  the  Spaniards  found  it  to 
take  Gibraltar.  He  received  the  ufual  anfwers  j 
firft,  that  the  colonel  was  not  ftirring,  and  an  hour 
after  that  he  was  gone  out.  All  that  he  got  by  afk- 
ing  further  queftions,  was  only  to  receive  ftill  ruder 
and  ruder  anfwers  j  by  which,  if  he  had  been 
very  fagacious,  he  m/ight  have  been  fatisfied  how 
little  v/orth  his. while  it  was  to  defire  to  go  in; 
for  the  porter  at  a  great  man's  door,  is  a  kind  of 
thermometer,  by  which  you  may  difcover  the 
warmth  or  coldnefs  of  his  maker's  friendfhip. 
Nay,  in  the  highefl:  ftations  of  all,  as  the  great 
man  himfelf  hath  his  different  kinds  of  falutation, 

from 
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from  an  hearty  embrace  with  a  kifs,  and  my  dear 
Jord,  or  dear  Sir  Charles,  down  to,  well  Mr.  — — — 
v/hat  would  you  have  me  do  ?  fo  the  porter,  to 
fome  bows  with  relpecL,  to  others  with  a  fmile,  to 
fome  he  bows  more,  to  others  leis  low,  to  others 
not  at  all.  Some  he  jull  lets  in,  and  others  he  jiift 
fliuts  out.  And  in  all  this  they  fo  well  correfpond, 
that  one  would  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  great 
man  and  his  porter  had  compared  their  lifts  toge- 
ther, and,  like  two  aclors  concerned  to  act  different 
parts  in  the  fame  fcene,  had  rehearfed  their  parts 
privately  together  before  they  ventured  to  perform 
in  public. 

Though  Booth  did  not,  perhaps>  fee  the  v/hole 
matter  in  this  juft  light,  for  that  in  reality  it  isj 
yet  he  was  difcerning  enough  to  conclude,  from  the 
behaviour  of  the  fervant,  efpecially  when  he  con- 
fidered  that  of  the  mailer  likewife,  that  he  had 
entirely  loft  the  friendftiip  of  James;  and  this  con- 
viclion  gave  him  a  concern,  that  not  only  the  flat- 
tering profpe(5l  of  his  lordfhip's  favour  was  not  able 
to  compenfate;  but  which  even  obliterated,  and 
made  him  for  a  while  forget,  the  fuuation  in  which 
he  had  left  his  Amelia:  and  he  wandered  about 
almoft  two  hours,  fcarce  knowing  where  he  went, 
till  at  laft  he  dropt  into  a  coftee-houfe  near  St. 
James's,  where  he  fat  himfelf  down. 

He  had  fcarce  drank  his  difti  of  coffee,  before 
he  heard  a  young  officer  of  the  guards  cry  to  ano- 
ther, '  Od,  d — n  me  Jack,  here  he  comes — here's 
*  old  honour  and  dignity,  faith.'  Upon  which, 
he  faw  a  chair  open,  and  out  iffued  a  moft  ereft 
and  ftately  figure  indeed,  with  a  vaft  perriwig  on 
his  head,  and  a  vaft  hat  under  his  arm.  This 
auguft  perfonage,  having  entered  the  room,  walked 
diredlly  up  to  the  upper  end,  where  having  paid 
his  refpedts  to  all  prefent  of  any  note,  to  each  ac- 
cording to   feniority,   he   at  laft  caft  his  eyes  on 
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Booth,  and  very  civilly,  though  fomewhat  coldly, 
afked  him  how  he  did. 

Booth,  who  had  long  recognized  the  features  of 
his  old  acquaintance  Major  Bath,  returned  the 
compliment  with  a  very  low  bow;  but  did  not 
venture  to  make  the  firft  advance  to  familiarity,  as 
he  was  truly  pofTefled  of  that  quality  which  the 
Greeks  confidered  in  the  higheft  light  of  honour, 
and  which  we  term  modefty  j  though  indeed,  nei- 
ther ours  nor  the  Latin  language  hath  any  word 
adequate  to  the  idea  of  the  original. 

The  colonel,  after  having  diicharged  himfelf  of 
two  or  three  articles  of  news,  and  made  his  com- 
ments upon  them,  when  the  next  chair  to  him  be- 
came vacant,  called  upon  Booth  to  fill  it.  He  then 
afKed  him  feveral  queftions  relating  to  his  affairs; 
and,  when  he  heard  he  was  out  of  the  army,  ad- 
vifed  him  earneilly  to  ufe  all  means  to  get  in  again, 
faying,  that  he  was  a  pretty  lad,  and  they  muft  no: 
lofe  him. 

Booth  told  him  in  a  whifper,  that  he  had  a  great 
deal  to  fay  to  him  on  that  fubjedl,  if  they  were  in  a 
more  private  place  ;  upon  this,  the  colonel  pro- 
pofed  a  walk  in  the  Park,  which  the  other  readily 
accepted. 

During  their  walk.  Booth  opened  his  heart,  and 
among  other  matters  acquainted  Colonel  Bath,  that 
he  feared  he  had  loft  the  friendfhip  of  Colonel  James; 
'  thoup^h  I  am  not,'  faid  he,  '  confcious  of  having 
«  done  the  leaft  thing  to  deferve  it.' 

Bath   anfwered,    'You    are   certainly  miftaken, 

*  Mr.  Booth.     I  have  indeed  fcarce  feen  my  bro- 

<  ther  fince  my  coming  to  town ;    for  I  have  been 

<  here  but  two  days  ;    however,  I  am  convinced  he 

*  is  a  man  of  too  nice  honour  to  do  any  thing  in- 

<  confiftent  with  the  true  dignity  of  a  gentleman.' 
Booth  anfwered,  '  He  was  far  from  accufing  him 
'  of  any  thing  difhonourable.' — *  D — n  me,'  faid 
Bath,   *  if  there  is  a  man  alive  can,  or  dare  ac- 

*  cufe 
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*  cufe  him ;    if  you   have  the  leaft   reafon  to  take 

*  any  thing  ill,  why  don't  you  go  to  him  ?  you 
'  are  a  gentleman,  and  his  rank  doth  not  proteft 

*  him  from  giving  you  fatisfaftion.'  *  The  affair 
^  is  not  of  any  fuch  kind,'  fays  Booth,  *  I  have 
'  great  obligations  to  the  colonel,   and  have  more 

*  reafon   to  lament  than  complain;    and  if  I  could 

*  but  fee  him,  I  am  convinced  1  fliould  have  no 
'  caufe  for  either;  but  I  cannot  get  within  his 
'  houfe  ;  it  was  but  an  hour  go,  a  fervant  of  his 
^  turned  me  rudely  from  the  door.'  *  Did  a  fer- 
'  vant  of  my  brother  ufe  you  rudely  ?'  faid  the  co- 
lonel, with   the  utmoft  gravity.     *  I  do  not  know, 

*  Sir,  in  what  light  you  fee  fuch  things;    but  to 

*  me,  the  affront  of  a  fervant  is  the  affront  of  the 

*  mafler;    and  if  he  doth   not  immediately  puniih 

*  it,  by  all   the  dignity  of  a  man,  I  would  fee  the 

*  mafler's  nofe  between  m.y  fingers.'  Booth  offered 
to  explain,  but  to  no  purpofe;  the  colonel  was  got 
into  his  ftilts  ;  and  it  vv-as  impoffible  to  take  him 
down,  nay,  it  was  as  much  as  Booth  could  poffibly 
do  to  part  v/ich  him  without  an  actual  quarrel;  nor 
would  he,  perhaps,  have  been  able  to  have  accom- 
plifhed  it,  had  not  the  colonel  by  accident  turned  at 
laft  to  take  Booth's  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  and  before 
they  feparated,  he  fwore  many  oaths  that  James 
fhould  give  him  proper  fatisfadiion. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  prefent  interview,  fo 
little  to  the  content  of  Booth,  that  he  was  heartily 
concerned  he  had  ever  mentioned  a  fyllable  of  the 
matter  to  his  honourable  friend. 

C  H  A  P.     II. 

In  which  Booth  pays  a  vifit  to  the  nolle  lord. 

WHEN  that  day  of  the  week  returned,,  in 
which  Mr.  Boodi  chofe  to  walk  abroid,  he 
went  to  wait  on  the  noble  peer  according  to  his  kind 
invitation. 

C  c  2  Booth 


388  AMELIA.  Book  V. 

Booth  now  found  a  very  different  reception  with 
this  great  man^s  porter,  from  what  he  had  met  with 
at  his  friend  the  colonel's.  He  no  fooner  told  his 
name,  than  the  porter  with  a  bow  told  him  his  lord- 
Ihip  was  at  home  j  the  door  immediately  flew  wide 
open  J  and  he  was  conduced  to  an  antichamber, 
•where  a  fervant  told  him  he  would  acquaint  his 
lordfliip  with  his  arrival.  Nor  did  he  wait  many 
minutes  before  the  fame  fervant  returned,  and 
ufliered  him  to  his  lordfhip's  apartment. 

He  found  my  lord  alone,  and  was  received  by 
him  in  the  moft  courteous  manner  imaginable. 
After  the  firft  ceremonials  were  over,  his  lord- 
Ihip  began  in  the  following  words :  *  Mr.  Booth, 
I  do  affiire  you,  you  are  very  much  obliged  to 
my  coufm  Ellifon.  She  hath  given  you  fuch  a 
character  that  I  fiiall  have  a  pleafure  in  doing 
any  thing  in  my  power  to  ferve  you. — But  it  will 
be  very  difficult,  I  am  afraid,  to  get  you  a  rank 
at  home.  In  the  Weft-indies,  perhaps,  or  in 
fome  regiment  abroad,  it  may  be  more  eafy ;  and 
when  1  confider  your  reputation  as  a  foldier,  I 
make  no  doubt  of  your  readinefs  to  go  to  any 
place  where  the  fervice  of  your  country  fhali  call 
you.'  Booth  anfwered,  '  That  he  was  highly  ob- 
liged to  his  lordlhip,  and  aflured  him  he  would 
with  great  cheerfulnefs  attend  his  duty  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  The  only  thing  grievous  in 
the  exchange  of  countries,'  faid  he,  '  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  to  leave  thofe  I  love  behind  me,  and  I 
am  fure,  I  fhall  never  have  a  fecond  trial  equal 
to  my  firft.  It  was  very  hard  my  lord,  to  leave 
a  young  wife  big  with  her  firft  child,  and  fo  af- 
fefted  v/ith  my  abfence,  that  I  had  the  utmoftrea- 
fon  to  defpair  of  ever  feeing  her  more.  After 
fuch  a  demonftration  of  my  refolution  to  facrifice 
every  other  confderation  to  my  duty,  I  hope 
your  lordft^ip  will  honour  me  with  fome  confi- 
dence, that  1  ft:all  make  no  objedlion  to  ferve 
7  *  in. 
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*  in  any  country.*  '  My  dear  Mr.  Booth,*  anfwered 
the  lord,  *  you  fpeak  like  a  Ibldier,  and  I  greatly 

*  honour  your  fentiments.     Indeed,  I  own  thejuf- 

*  tice  of  your  inference  from  the  example  you  have 

*  given;  for  to  quit  a  wife,  as  you  fay,  in  che  very 
'  infancy  of  marriage,    is,    I  acknowledge,    fome 

*  trial  of  refolution.'  Booth  anfwered  with  a  low 
bow,  and  then  after  fome  im  mare  rial  converfation, 
his  lordfhip  promifed  to  fpeak  immicdiately  to  the 
minifter,  and  appointed  Mr.  Booth  to  come  to  him 
again  on  the  Wednefday  morning,  that  he  might  be 
acquainted  with  his  patron's  fuccefs.  The  poor 
man  now  bluflied  and  looked  filly,  till,  after  fome 
time,  he  fummoned  up  all  his  courage  to  his  affift- 
ance,  and  relying  on  the  other's  friendfhip,  he 
opened  the  whole  affair  of  his  circumftances,  and 
confefled  that  he  did  not  dare  ftir  from  his  lodgings 
above  one  day  in  feven.  His  lordfhip  exprefled 
great  concern  at  this  account,  and  very  kindly  pro- 
mifed to  take  fome  opportunity  of  calling  on  him  at 
his  coufin  Ellifon's,  when  he  hoped,  he  faid,  to 
bring  him  comfortable  ridings. 

Booth  foon  afterwards  took  his  leave  with  the 
mofl:  profufe  acknowledgments  for  fo  much  good- 
ncfs,  and  haftened  home  to  acquaint  his  Amelia 
with  what  had  fo  greatly  overjoyed  him.  She 
highly  congratulated  him  on  his  having  found  fo 
generous  and  powerful  a  friend,  towards  whom 
both  their  bofoms  burnt  with  the  warm.eft  fenti- 
ments o\  gratitude.  She  was  not,  however,  con- 
tented, till  file  had  made  Booth  renew  his  promife 
in  the  moft:  folemn  manner  of  taking  her  with  him. 
After  which,  they  fat  down  with  their  little  chil- 
dren to  a  I'crag  of  mutton  and  broth  with  the 
higheft  fatisfaflion,  and  very  heartily  drank  his 
lordfhip's  health  in  a  pot  of  porter. 

In  the  afternoon  this  happy  couple,  if  the  rea- 
der will  allow  me  to  call  poor  people  happy,  drank 
tea  with  Mrs.  Ellifon,  where  his  lordiliip's  prailes 

C  c  3  being 
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being  again  repeated  by  both  the  hufband  and  wife, 
were  very  loudly  echoed  by  Mrs.  Eilifon.  While 
they  were  here,  the  young  lady,  whom  we  have 
mentioned  at  the  end  of  the  lall  book  to  have  made 
a  fourth  at  whift,  and  with  whom  Amelia  feemed 
lb  much  pleafed,  came  in  j  flie  was  ju(l  returned  to 
town  from  a  fliort  vifit  in  the  country,  and  her  pre- 
ient  vifit  was  unexpe<5led.  It  was,  hov.'cver,  very 
agreeable  to  Amelia,  who  liked  her  (\'i\\  better  upon 
a  fecond  interview,  and  was  refolved  to  folicit  her 
further  acquaintance. 

Mrs.  Bennet  Hill  maintained  Ibme  little  referve, 
but  was  much  more  familiar  and  communicative 
than  before.  She  appeared  moreover  to  be  as  little 
ceremonious  as  Mrs.  Eilifon  had  reported  her,  and 
very  readily  accepted  Amelia's  apology  for  not  pay- 
ing her  the  iirft  vifit,  and  agreed  to  drink  tea  with 
her  the  very  next  afternoon. 

Whilft  the  above-mentioned  company  were  fit- 
ting in  Mrs.  Ellifon's  parlour,  ferjeant  Atkinfon 
pafled  by  the  window,  and  knocked  at  the  door. 
Mrs.   Eilifon    no    fooner  law   him,    than   fhe   faid, 

*  Pray,  Mr.  Booth,  who  is  that  genteel  young  fer- 

*  jeant  ?  he  was  here  every  day  laft  week,  to  en- 
'  quire  after  you.'  This  was  indeed  a  fact ;  the 
ferjeant  was  apprehenfive  of  the  defign  of  Murphy  j 
but  as  the  poor  fellow  had  received  all  his  aniwers 
from  the  maid  or  Mrs.  Eilifon,  Booth  had  never 
heard  a  word  of  the  matter.  He  Vv'as  however 
greatly  pleafed  with  what  he  was  nov/  told,  and 
burft  forth  into  great  praifes  of  the  ferjeant,  v/hich 
were  feconded  by  Amelia,  who  added,  that  he  was 
her  fofter-brother,  and  flie  believed  one  of  the  ho- 
nefteil  fellows  in  the  world. 

'  '  And  I'll  fwear,'  cries  Mrs»  Eilifon,    *  he  is  one 
•^  of  the  prettieft — Do,  Mr.   Booth,  defire  him  to 

*  walk  in.  A  ferjeant  of  the  guards  is  a  gentle- 
^  mani    and  I  had  rather  give  fuch  a  man  as  you 

«  defcrib©. 
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*  defcribe,  a  diih  of  tea,  than  any  beau  fribble  of 

*  them  all.' 

Booth  wanted  no  great  felicitation  to  fliew  any 
kind  of  regard  to  Atkinfon  ;  and  accordingly,  the 
ferjeant  was  ufiiered  in,  though  not  without  fome 
reludance  on  his  fide.  There  is,  perhaps,  nothing 
more  uneafy  than  thofe  fenfations  which  the  French 
call  the  mauvaife  honte^  nor  any  more  difficult  to 
conquer  j  and  poor  Atkinfon  would,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  have  mounted  a  breach  with  lefs  concern, 
than  he  (hewed  in  walking  crofs  a  room  before 
three  ladies,  two  of  whom  were  his  avowed  well- 
wifhers. 

Though  I  do  not  entirely  agree  with  the  late 
learned  Mr.  Effex,  the  celebrated  dancing-marter's 
opinion,  that  dancing  is  the  rudiment  of  police 
education,  as  he  would,  I  apprehend,  exclude  every 
other  art  and  fcience;  yet,  it  is  certain,  that  per- 
fons  whofe  feet  have  never  been  under  the  hands 
of  the  profeffors  of  that  art,  are  apt  to  difcover  this 
want  in  their  education  in  every  motion,  nay,  even 
when  they  (land  or  fit  (till.  They  feem  indeed,  to 
be  overburthened  with  limbs,  which  they  know 
not  how  to  ufe,  as  if,  when  nature  hath  finiflied  her 
work,  the  dancing-mafter  ftill  is  neceffary  to  put  it 
in  motion. 

Atkinfon  was  at  prefent  an  example  of  this  ob- 
fervation,  which  doth  fo  much  honour  to  a  pro- 
fefTion  for  which  I  have  a  very  liigh  regard.  He 
was  handlbme  and  exquifitely  well  made-,  and  yet, 
as  he  had  never  learned  to  dance,  he  made  lb  awk- 
ward an  appearance  in  Mrs.  Ellifon's  parlour,  that 
the  good  lady  herfelf,  who  had  invited  him  in, 
could  at  firft  fcarce  refrain  from  laughter  at  his  be- 
haviour. 

He  had  not,  however,  been  long  in  the  room, 
before  admiration  of  his  perfon  got  the  better  of 
fuch  rifible  ideas.  So  great  is  the  advantage  of 
beauty  in  men   as  well  as  women,  and  fo  fure  is 

C  c  4  this 
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this  quality  in  either  fex  of  procuring  fome  regard 
from  the  beholder. 

The  exceeding  courteous  behaviour  of  Mrs. 
Ellifon,  joined  to  that  of  Amelia  and  Booth,  at 
length  diffipated  the  uneafinefs  of  Atkinfon  ;  and 
he  gained  fufBcient  confidence  to  tell  the  company 
fome  entertaining  ilories  of  accidents,  that  had  hap- 
pened in  the  army  within  his  knowledge  j  which, 
though  they  greatly  pleafcd  all  prefent,  are  not 
however  of  confcquence  enough  to  have  a  place  in 
this  hiflory. 

Mrs.  Ellifon  was  fo  very  importunate  with  her 
company  to  Hay  fupper,  that  they  ail  confented. 
As  for  the  ferjeant,  he  feemed  to  be  none  of  the 
lead  welcome  guefts.  She  was,  indeed,  lo  pleafed 
■with  what  fhe  had  heard  of  him,  and  what  fhe  faw 
of  him,  that  when  a  little  warmed  with  wine,  for 
fhe  was  no  fiincher  at  the  bottle,  (he  began  to  in- 
dulge fome  freedoms  in  iier  difcourfe  towards  him, 
that  a  little  offended  Am.elia's  delicacy,  nay,  they 
did  not  feem  to  be  highly  reliflied  by  the  other 
lady.  Though  I  am  far  from  infinuating  that 
thefe  exceeded  the  bounds  of  decorum,  or  were, 
indeed,  greater  liberties  than  ladies  of  the  mid- 
dle age,  and  efpecially  widows,  do  frequently  ailow 
to  themfelves, 

CHAP.     III. 

Relating    principally     to    the     affairs    cj   ferjeant 
Atkinfon. 

H  E  next  day,  when  all  the  fame  company, 
Atkinfon  only  excepted,  afiembled  in  Ame- 
lia's apartment^  Mrs.  Ellion  prefently  began  to 
difcourfe  of  him,  and  that  in  terms  not  only  of  ap- 
probation, but  even  of  affedion.  She  called  him 
her  clever  ferjeant,  and  her  dear  ferjeant,  repeated 
Df.cn  that  he  was  the  prettieft  fellow  in  the  army,, 

and 
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and  faid  it  was  a  thoufand  pitks  he  had  not  a  coin- 
milTion;  for  that,  if  he  had,  fhe  was  fure  he  would 
become  a  general. 

*  I  am  of  your  opinion,  Madam,'  anfwered  Booth; 
and  he  hath  got  one  hundred  pounds  of  his  own  al- 
ready, if  he  could  find  a  wife  now  to  help  him  to 
two  or  three  hundred  more,  1  think  he  might  eafil^ 
get  a  commillion  in  a  marching  regiment  j  fori 
am  convinced  there  is  no  colonel  in  the  army  would 
refufe  him.' 

'  Refufe  him,  indeed!'  faid  Mrs.  Ellifon  j  '  no. 
He  would  be  a  very  pretty  colonel  that  did.  And 
upon  my  honour,  I  believe  there  are  very  few  ladies 
who  would  refufe  him,  if  he  had  but  a  proper  op- 
portunity of  foliciting  them.  The  colonel  and  the 
lady  both  would  be  better  off,  than  with  one  of 
thofe  pretty  mailers  that  I  fee  walking  about,  and 
dragging  their  long  fwords  after  them,  when  they 
fliould  rather  drag  their  leading-llrings.' 

*  Well  faid,'  cries  Booth,  '  and  fpoken  like  a  wo- 
man of  fpirit. — Indeed,  I  believe,  they  would  be 
both  better  ferved.' 

*  True,  captain,'  anfwered  Mrs.  Ellifon,  *  I  would 
rather  leave  the  two  Hrlt  fyllables  out  of  the  word 
gentleman,  than  the  lalt.' 

*  Nay,  I  afiTure  you,'  replied  Booth,  «  there  is  not 
a  quieter  creature  in  the  world.  Thou^-h  the  fel- 
low hath  the  bravery  of  a  lion,  he  hath  the  meek- 
nefs  of  a  lamb.  1  can  tell  you  ilories  enow  of  that 
kind,  and  fo  can  my  dear  Amelia  when  he  Vv'as  a 
boy.' 

<  O!  if  the  match  flicks  there,'  cries  Amelia,  «  I 
pofitively  will  not  fpoil  his  fortune  by  my  filence. 
I  can  anfvver  for  him  from  his  infancy,  that  he 
was  one  of  the  be(l-natured  lads  in  the  world. 
I  will  tell  you  a  llory  or  two  of  him,  the  truth 
of  which  I  can  tcllify  from  my  own  knowledge. 
When  he  was  but  fix  years  old,  he  was  at  i>l.iy 

*  with 
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with  me  at  my  mother's  houfe,  and  a  great  point- 
ing'dog  bit  him  through  the  leg.  The  poor  lad, 
in  the  midft:  of  the  anguidi  of  his  wound,  declar- 
ed he  was  overjoyed  it  had  not  happened  to  Mifs 
(for  the  fame  dog  had  juft  before  fnapt  at  me,  and 

my  petticoats  had  been  my  defence). Another 

inftance  of  his  goodnefs  which  greatly  recommend- 
ed him  to  my  father,  and  which  1  have  loved  him 
for  ever  fince,  was  this  :  My  father  was  a  great 
lover  of  birds,  and  ftriclly  forbad  the  fpoiling  of 
their  neflis.  Poor  Joe  was  one  day  caught  upon 
a  tree,  and  being  concluded  guilty,  was  feverely 
lafhed  for  it  3  but  it  was  afterwards  difcovered  that 
another  boy,  a  friend  of  Joe's,  had  robbed  the 
nefl  of  its  young  ones,  and  poor  Joe  had  climbed 
the  tree  in  order  to  reftore  them,  notwichftanding 
which,  hefubmitted  to  the  punifliment  rather  than 
he  would  impeach  his  companion.  But  if  thefe 
ftories  appear  childifli  and  trifling,  the  duty  and 
kindnefs  he  hath  fhewn  to  his  mother,  muft  re- 
commend him  to  every  one.  Ever  fince  he  hath 
been  fifteen  years  old,  he  hath  m.ore  than  half 
fupported  her;  and  when  my  brother  died,  I  re- 
member particularly  Joe  at  his  defire,  for  he  was 
much  his  favourite,  had  one  of  his  fuits  given 
him,  but  infl:ead  of  his  becoming  finer  on  that 
occafion,  another  young  fellow  came  to  church 
in  my  brother's  clothes,  and  my  old  nurfe  ap- 
peared the  fame  Sunday  in  a  new  gown,  which 
her  fon  had  purchafed  for  her  with  the  fale  of  his 
legacy.' 

'  Well,  I  proteil,  he  is  a  very  worthy  creature/ 
faid  Mrs.  Bennet. 

f  He  is  a  charming  fellovv','  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon, — 
<  but  then  the  name  of  ferjeant.  Captain  Booth, 
*  there,  as  the  play  fays,  my  nride  brings  me  off 


again. 
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And  whatfof  ver  the  fages  charge  on  pride. 
The  angels  f.ill,  and  twenty  other  good  faults  befide; 
On  earth  I'm  fure — I'm  fure — ibmething — calling 
Pride  faves  ir.an,  and  our  fex  too  from  falling.— 

Plere  a  footman's  rap  at  the  door  fhook  the  room, 
Upon  which,  Mrs.  Ellifon  running  to  the  window, 
cried  out,  lee  me  die  if  it  is  not  my  lord,  what  fhall 
I  do  ?  I  muft  be  at  home  to  him,  but  fuppofe  he 
fhould  enquire  for  you,  captain,  what  fhall  I  fay  ? 
or  will  you  go  down  with  me  ? 

The  company  were  in  fome  confufion  at  this  in- 
ftant,  and  before  they  had  agreed  on  any  thing. 
Booth's  little  girl  came  running  into  t!ie  room,  and 
faid,  *  There  was  a  prodigious  great  gentleman  com- 

*  ing  up  ftairs.'  She  was  immediately  followed  by 
his  lordfliip,  who,  as  he  knew  Booth  mud  be  at  home, 
made  very  little  or  no  enquiry  at  the  door. 

Amelia  was  taken  fomewhat  at  a  furprife,  but  flie 
was  too  polite  to  fliew  much  confufion  j  for  though 
fhe  knew  nothing  of  the  town,  flie  had  had  a  gen- 
teel education,  and  kept  the  beft  company  the  country 
afforded.  Tiie  ceremonies  therefore  paft  as  ufual, 
and  they  all  fat  down. 

His  lordfliip  foon  addrefied  himfelf  to  Booth, 
faying,    *  As  I   havc^  what  I   think  good  news   for 

*  you,  Sir,  I  could  not  delay  giving  myfelf  the  plea- 

*  fure  of  communicating  it  to  you.     I  have  men- 

*  tioned  your  affair  where  I  promifed  you,  and  I 
'  have  no  doubt  of  my  fuccefs.     One  may  eafily 

*  perceive,  you  know,  from  the  manner  of  people's 

*  behaving  upon  fuch  occafions  i  and  indeed,  when 

*  I  related  your  cafe,  1  found  there  was  much  in- 

*  clination  to  lerve  you..  Great  men,  Mr.  Booth, 
'  mult  do  thinii;s  in  their  own  time:  but  I  think 
<  you  may  depend  on  having  fomething  done  very 
^  foon.' 

Booth 
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Booth  made  many  acknowledgments  for  his  lord- 
fhip's  goodnefs,  and  now  a  fecond  time  paid  all 
the  thanks  which  would  have  been  due,  even  had 
the  favour  been  obtained.  This  art  of  promifing, 
is  the  oeconomy  of  a  great  man's  pride,  a  fort  of 
good  hufbandry  in  conferring  favours,  by  which 
they  receive  ten-fold  in  acknowitdgments  for  every 
obligation,  I  mean  among  thofe  who  really  intend 
the  fervice  ;  for  there  are  others  who  cheat  poor  men 
of  their  thanks,  without  ever  defigning  to  deferve 
them  at  all 

This  matter  being  fufficientiy  difcufled,  the  con- 
verfation  took  a  gayer  turn  ;  and  my  lord  began  to 
cntertam  the  ladies  wich  fome  of  that  elegant  dif- 
courfe,  which,  though  moll  delightful  to  hear,  it  is 
impodible  n"\ould  ever  be  read. 

His  lordfhip  was  fo  hig'ily  pleafcd  with  Amelia, 
that  he  could  not  help  being  fomcwhat  particular 
to  her;  but  this  particularity  diftinguiOied  itfelf  only 
in  a  higher  degree  of  reipevSt,  and  was  fo  very  polite, 
and  fo  very  diltant,  that  {he  herfelf  was  pleafed,  and 
at  his  departure,  which  was  not  till  he  had  far  ex- 
ceeded the  length  of  a  common  vifir,  declared  he 
was  the  finelt  gentleman  llie  had  ever  leen  i  with 
>vhich  fentiment  her  hufband  and  Mrs.  EUifon  both 
entirely  concurred. 

Mrs.  Bennet,  on  the  contrary,  exprelTed  fome  little 
diflike  to  my  lord's  complaifance,  which  fhe  called 
excedive.     *  For  my  own  parr,'  laid  fhe,  *  I  have 

*  not  the  leall:  relilh  for  thofe  very  fine  gentlemen ; 
'  what  the  world  generally  calls  politenefs,  I  term 
'  infincerity  ;    and   I   am   more   charmed   with   the 

*  ftories  which  Mrs.  Booth  told  us  of  the  honeft 
«  ferjeant,  than  with  all  that  the  fineft  gentlemen  in 

*  the  world  ever  faid  in  t  heir  lives.* 

«  O  1  to  be  fure,'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  All  for  kve, 

*  (^r  the  world  well  lojij  is   a  motto  very  proper  for 

^  fome 
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^  fome  folks  to  wear  in  their  coat  of  armsj  but  the 

*  generality  of  the  world  will,  I  believe,  agree  with 

*  that  lady's  opinion  of  my  coufin,  rather  than  with 

*  Mrs.  Bennet.' 

Mrs.  Bennet,  feeing  Mrs.  Ellifon  took  offence  at 
what  (he  faid,  thought  proper  to  make  fome  apolo- 
gy, which  was  very  readily  accepted,  and  fo  ended 
the  vifit. 

We  cannot,  however,  put  an  end  to  the  chapter 
without  obferving,  that  fuch  is  the  ambitious  tem- 
per of  beauty,  that  it  may  always  apply  to  itfelf  that 
celebrated  paflage  in  Lucan, 

Nee  quenquam  jam  ferre  potejl  C^farve  priorem^ 
Pompeiufve  par  em. 

Indeed,  I  believe,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
rule,  that  no  woman  who  hath  any  great  preten- 
fions  to  admiration,  is  ever  well  pleafed  in  a  com- 
pany, where  fhe  perceives  herfelf  to  fill  only  the 
fecond  place.  This  obfervation,  however,  I  hum- 
bly fubmit  to  the  judgment  of  the  ladies,  and  hope 
it  will  be  confidered  as  retraced  by  me,  if  they  (hall 
difient  from  my  opinion. 

CHAP.     IV. 

Coniaining  matters  that  require  no  preface. 

WHEN  Booth  and  his  wife  were  left  alone  to- 
gether, they  both  extremely  exulted  in  their 
good  fortune,  in  having  found  fo  good  a  friend  as  his 
lordfhipi  nor  were  they  wanting  in  very  warm  cx.- 
prelFions  of  their  gratitude  towards  Mrs.  Ellifon. — 
After  which,  they  began  to  lay  down  fchemes  of  liv- 
ing when  Booth  fhould  have  Jiis  commifTion  of  cap- 
tain, and  after  the  exafteft  computation,  concluded, 
that,  with  oeconomy,  they  fliould  be  able  to  lave,  at 

Icafl, 
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leaft-,  fifty  pounds  a  year  out  of  their  income,  in 
order  to  pay  their  debts. 

Thefe  matters  being  well  fettled,  Amelia  afked 
Booth  what  he  thought  of  Mrs.  Bennetr  *  I  think, 
'  my  dear,'  anfvvcred  Booth,  '  that  fhe  hath  been 
«  formerly  a  very  pretty  woman.'  '  I  am  miftaken,* 
replied  fhe,  '  if  fhe  be  not  a   very  good  creature. 

*  I  don't  know  1  ever  took  fuch  a  liking  to  any  one 

*  on  fo   fhort  an   acquaintance.     I   fancy   fhe  hath 

*  been  a  very  fprightly  woman  ;  for,  if  you  obferve, 

*  fhe  difcovers,  by  flarts,  a  great  vivacity  in  her 
'  countenance.'  '  I  made  the  fame  obfervation,' 
cries  Booth  :  '  Sure  fome  flrange  misfortune  hath 
'  befallen  her.'  *  A  misfortune  indeed  !'  anfwered 
Amelia  J   «  fure,  child,  you  forget  what  Mrs.  Ellifon 

*  told  us,  that  fhe  had  loft  a  beloved  hufband.     A 

*  misfortune  which  I  have  often  wondered  at  any 
'  woman's  furviving.' — At  which  words  fhe  caft  a 
tender  look  at  Booth,  and  prefcntly  afterwards  throw- 
ing herfelf  upon   his   neck,    cried — *  O  Heavens  ! 

*  what  a  happy  creature  am  I  ?  when  I  confider  the 

*  dangers  you  have  gone  through,  how  I  exult  in 
'  my  blifs  !'  The  good-natured  reader  will  fuppofe 
that  Booth  was  not  deficient  in  returning  fuch  ten- 
dernefs,  after  which,  the  converfation  became  too 
fond  to  be  here  related. 

The  next  morning,  Mrs.  Ellifon  addrefTed  herfelf 
to  Booth  as  follows :  ^  I  fhall  make  no  apology.  Sir, 

*  for  what  I  am  going  to  fay,  as  it  proceeds  from 

*  my  friendfhip  to  yourfelf  and  your  dear  lady.     I 

*  am  convinced  then.  Sir,  there  is  fomething  more 

*  than  accident  in  your  going  abroad  only  one  day 

*  in  the  week.     Now,  Sir,  if,  as  I  am  afraid,  mat- 

*  ters  are  not  altogether  as  well  as  I  wifh  them,  I 

*  beg,  fince  I  do  not  believe  you  are  provided  with 

*  a  lawyer,  that  you  will  fuffer  m,e  to  recommend 

*  one  to  you.     The  perfon  I  fliall  mention,  is,  1 

*  afTure  you,  of  much  ability  in  his  profeflion,  and 

5  <  I  have 
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'  I  have  known  him  do  great  fervices  to  gentlemen 

*  under  a  cloud.     Do  not  be  afhamed  of  your  cir- 

*  cumftances,  my  dear  friend.     They  are  a  much 

*  greater  fcandal   to  thofe,  who  have  left  fo  much 

*  merit  unprovided  for.' 

Booth  gave  Mrs.  Eilifon  abundance  of  thanks  for 
her  kindnefs,  and  explicitly  confcft  to  her  that  her 
conjectures  were  right,  and,  without  hefitation,  ac- 
cepted the  ofTer  of  her  friend's  afliftance. 

Mrs.  Eilifon  then  acquainted  him  with  her  appre- 
henfions  on  his  account.  She  faid,  flie  had  both  yef- 
terday  and  this  morning  feen  two  or  three  very  uo-ly 
fufpicious  fellows  pafs  feveral  times  by  her  window. 
'  Upon  all  accounts,'  faid  fhe,  '  my  dear  Sir,  I  ad- 
'  vife  you    to  keep  yourfelf  clofe  confined  till  the 

*  lawyer  hath  been  with  you.     I  am  fure  he  will  o-et 

*  you  your  liberty,  at  leafl:  of  walking  about  with- 

*  in  the  verge — There's  fomething  to  be  done  with 

*  the  board  of  green  cloth,  I  don't  know  what; 
'  but  this  I  know,  that  feveral  gentlemen  have  lived 

*  here  a  long  time  very  comfortably,  and  have  de- 
'  fied  all  the  vengeance  of  their  creditors.     Howe- 

*  ver,  in  the  mean  time,  you  muft  be  a  clofe  prifoner 
'  with  your  lady  j  and  I  believe  there  is  no  man  in 

<  England  but  v/ould  exchange  his  liberty  for  the 

*  fame  gaol.' 

She  then  departed  in  order  to  fend  for  the  attorney, 
and  prefently  afterwards,  the  ferjeant  arrived  with 
news  of  the  like  kind.  He  faid,  he  had  fcraped  an 
acquaintance  with  Murphy.     *  1  hope  your  honour 

<  will  pardon  me,*  cries  Atkinfon,  ^but  I  pretended 
'  to  have  a  fmall  demand  upon  your  honour  myfclf, 
«  and  offered  to  employ  him  in  the  bufincfs.  Upon 
'  which,  he  told  me,  that  if  I  would  go  with  him  to 

*  the  Marfhal's  Court,  and  make  affidavit  of  my 
'  debt,  he  fliould  be  able  very  iliortly  to  get  it  me  ; 

*  for   I    fliall   have  the   captain  in   hold,'  cries   he, 

*  within  a  day  or  two.' — '1  wifli,'  faid  the  ferjeant, 
'  1  could  do  your  honour  any  fervice.     Shall  I  walk 

'  about 


40O  AMELIA.  Book  V. 

«  about  all  day  before  the  door  ?  or  fhall  I  be  porter, 
<  and  watch  it  in  the  infide,  till  your  honour  can  find 

*  fome  means  of  fecuring  yourft-lf?  1  hope  you  will 

*  not  be  offended  at  me,   but  I  beg  you  would  take 

*  care  of  falling  into  Murphy's  hands  ;  for  he  hath 

*  the  character  of  the  greateft  villain   upon  earth. 

*  I  am  afraid  you  will  think  me  too  bold,  Sir;   but 

*  I  have  a  little  money,  if  it  can  be  of  any  fervice, 

*  do,  pray  your  honour,  command  it.  It  can  ne- 
'  ver  do  me  fo  much  good  any  other  way.     Confi- 

*  der.  Sir,  I  owe  all  I  have  to  yourfelf,  and  my  dear 
«  miltrefs.* 

Booth  ilood  a  moment,  as  if  he  had  been  thunder- 
ftruck,  and  then,  the  tears  burfting  from  his  eyes, 
he  faid :   *  Upon  my  foul,  Atkinfon,  you  overcome 

*  me.     I  fcarce  ever  heard  of  fo   much  goodnefs, 

*  nor  do  1  know  how  to  exprefs  my  fentiments  of 

*  it.     But  be  afiured,  as  for  your  money,  I  will  not 

*  accept  it,  and  let  it  fatisfy  you,  that  in  my  prefenc 

*  circumftances  it  would  do  me  no  efiTcntial  fervice; 

*  but  this  be  aflured  of  likewife,  that  whiKt  I  live, 

*  I  fhall  never  forget  the  kindncfs  of  the  offer ■ 

'  However,  as  I  apprehend  I  may  be  in  fome  dan- 

*  ger  of  fellows  getting  into  the  houfe,  for  a  day  or 

*  two,  as  I  have  no  guard   hut  a  poor  little  girl,  I 

*  will  not  refufe  the  goodnefs  you  offer  to  fliew  ia 

*  my  proteifiion.  And  I  make  no  doubt  but  Mrs. 
"  EUifon  will  let  you  fit  in  her  parlour  for  that  pur- 
'^  pofe.' 

Atkinfon,  with  the  utmoft  readinefs  undertook  the 
office  of  porter;  and  Mrs.  EUifon  as  readily  allotted 
him  a  place  in  her  back-parlour,  where  he  conti- 
nued three  days  together,  from  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing till  twelve  at  night;  during  which  time,  he  had 
fometimes  the  company  of  Mrs.  EUifon,  and  Ibme- 
times  of  Booth,  Amelia,  and  Mrs.  Bennet  too;  for 
this  laft  had  taken  as  great  a  fancy  to  Amelia,  as 
Amelia  had  to  her;  and  therefore,  as  Mr.  Booth's 
affairs  were  now  no  fecret  in  the  neighbourhood, 

made 
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made  her  frequent  vifirs  during  the  confinement  of 
her  hufbandj  and  confequently  her  own. 

Nothing,  as  I  rcmemberj  happened  in  this  interval 
of  time,  more  worthy  notice  than  the  following  card, 
v/hich  Amelia  received  from  her  old  acquaintance 
Mrs.  James:  'Mrs.'  James  fends  her  compliments 
'  to  Mrs.  Booth ;  and  dcfires  to  know  hov/  fhe  does  ; 
'  for  as  Ciic  hath   not  had  the  favour  of  feeing  her 

*  at  her  own  houfe,  or  of  meeting  her  in  any  public 
'  ulace,  in  fo  long  time,  fears  it  may  be  owing  to 
"«  ill  health.' 

Amelia  had  long  given  over  all  thoughts  of  her 
friend,  and  doubted  not  but  that  fhe  was  as  entirely 
given  over  by  her;  fhe  was  very  much  furprifed  at 
this  mefTage,  and  under  fome  doubt  whether  it  was 
not  meant  as  an  infult,  efpecially  from  the  mention 
of  public  places,  v.'hich  fhe  thought  fo  inconfident 
\Vith  her  prefent  circumflances,  of  which  fhe  fup- 
pofed  Mrs.  James  was  well  apprifed.  However,  at 
the  entreaty  of  her  hufband,  who  languiflied  for  no- 
thing more  than  to  be  again  reconciled  to  his  friend 
James,  Amelia  undertook  to  pay  the  lady  a  vifit, 
and  to  examine  into  the  myftery  of  this  condufl, 
which  appeared  to  her  fo  unaccountable. 

Mrs.  James  received  her  with  a  degree  of  civility 
that  amazed  Amelia,  no  lefs  than  her  coldnefs  had 
done  before.  She  refolved  to  come  to  an  eclaircifTe- 
ment,  and  having  fat  out  fome  company  that  came 
in,  when  they  were  alone  together,  Amelia,  afrer 
fome  filence,  and  many  offers  to  fpeak,  at  lall  faid, 

*  My  dear  Jenny  (if  you  will  now  fuffer  me  to  call 
'  you  by  io  familiar  a  name),  have  you  entirely  for- 
'  got  a  certain  young  lady  who  had  the  plealurc  of 
'  being  your  intimate  acquaintance  at  Montpelierr' 

*  Whom  do  you  mean,  dear  Madam  r'  cries  Mrs. 
James,  with  great  concern.  *  I  mean  myfelf,'  an- 
Iwered  Amelia — '  You  furprife  me.  Madam,'  re- 
plied Mrs.  James :  '  How  can  you  a(k  me  that 
'  queflion  ?' — *  Nay,  my  dear,  I  do  not  intend  to 
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offend  you,*  cries  Amelia,  ^  but  I  am  really  de- 
firous  to  folve  to  inyfclf  the  reafon  of  that  cold- 
nefs  which  you  fhewcd  me,  when  you  did  me  the 
favour  of  a  vifit.  Can  you  think,  my  dear,  I  was 
not  difappointed  when  1  cxpecled  to  meet  an  in- 
timate friend,  to  receive  a  cold  formal  vifitant?! 
defire  you  to  examine  your  own  heart,  and  anfv;er 
me  honeftly,  if  you  do  not  think  I  had  fome  little 
reafon  to  be  diffatisfied  with  your  behaviour  ?' — 
Indeed,  Mrs.  Booth,'  anfwered  the  other  lady, 
you  furprife  m.e  very  much  ;^  if  there  was  any 
thing  difpleafing  to  you  in  my  behaviour,  I  am 
extremely  concerned  at  it.  1  did  not  know  I  had 
been  defeftive  in  any  of  the  rules  of  civiliiy,  but 
if  I  was.  Madam,  I  afk  your  pardon.' — '  Is  ci- 
vility then,  my  dear,'  replied  Amelia,  *  a  fyno- 
nymous  term  with  friendlliip  ?  could  I  have  ex- 
pefted,  when  I  parted  the  laft  time  wich  Mifs 
Jenny  Bath,  to  have  met  her  the  next  time  in 
the  iliape  of  a  fine  lady,  complaining  of  the  hard- 
fhip  of  climbing  up  two  pair  of  (lairs  to  viHc 
me,  and  then  approaching  me  with  the  difi:ant 
air  of  a  nev;^  or  a  flight  acquaintance  ?  do  you 
think,  my  dear  Mrs.  James,  if  the  tables  had 
been  turned,  if  m.y  fortune  had  been  as  high  in 
the  world  as  yours,  and  you  in  my  dirtrefs  and  ab- 
jeft  condition,  that  I  would  not  have  climbed  as  high 
as  the  paonument  to  vifit  you  ?' — *  Sure,  Madam,' 
cries  Mrs.  James,  '  I  miflake  you,  or  you  have  greatly 
miftaken  me.  Can  you  complain  of  my  not  vifit- 
ing  you,  who  have  owed  me  a  vifit  almolt  thefe 
three  v;eeks  ?  Nay,  did  I  not  even  then  fend  you  a. 
card,  which  fure  was  doing  m^ore  than  ail  the 
friendfhip  and  good-breeding  in  the  world  requir- 
ed ;  but,  indeed,  as  I  had  met  you  in  no  public 
place,  I  really  thought  you  was  ill  ?' — ^  How  can 
you  m^ention  public  places  to  me,'  faid  Amelia, 
when  you  can  hardly  be  a  ftranger  to  my  prefenc 
fituation  ?  did  you  not  know.  Madam,  that  I  was 
2  *  ruined  r' 
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•^  ruined  ?' — '  No,  indeed,  Madann;  did  T  nor,'  re- 
plied Mrs.  James,   '  I  am  Cure  I   fnould  have  been 

*  -highly  concerned  if  I  had.' — 'Why,  lure,  my  dear,' 
cries  Amelia^   '  you  rould  not  imagine  rhat  we  vvcie 

*  in  affluent  circumftanccs,   when   you   found   us  in 

*  fuch  a  place,  and  in  fuch  a  condition.'--  *  Nay,  my 

*  dear,'  anfwered  Mrs.  James,  Mmce  you  are  plcafed 

*  to  mention   it  firft  yourfclf,  I  own,  I  was  a  little 
'  furprifed  to  fee  you  in  no  better  lodgings  j   but  I 

*  concluded  you   had  your  own  reafons  for  liking 

*  them  ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  have  laid  it  down 

*  as  a  pofitive  rule,  never  to  enquire  into  the  pri- 

*  vate  affairs  of  any  one,  eJpeciaily  of  my  friends. 

*  I  am  not  of  the  humour  of  fome  ladies,  who  con- 

*  fine  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance  to  one  part  of 
'  the  town,  and  would  not  be  known  to  vifit  in  the 

*  city  for  the  world.     For  my  part,  I  never  drop: 

*  an  acquaintance  with  any  one,  while  it  was  reput- 

*  able  to  keep  it  up  ;  and  I  can  folemnly  declare,  I 

*  have  not  a  friend  in  the  world  for  whom  I  have  a 

*  greater  eiieem  than  I  have  for  Mrs.  Booth.' 

At  this  inftant,  the  arrival  of  a  new  vifitant  put 
an  end  to  the  difcourfe,  and  Amelia  foon  after  took 
her  leave  without  the  lead;  anger,  but  with  fome  little 
unavoidable  contempt  for  a  lady,  in  whofe  opinion, 
as  we  have  hinted  before,  outward  form  and  ceremo- 
ny conllituted  the  whole  effence  of  friend ihip  ;  who 
valued  all  her  acquaintance  alike,  as  each  individual 
ferved  equally  to  fill  up  a  place  in  her  viliting  roil, 
and  who,  in  reality,  had  not  the  leall  concern  for  the 
good  qualities  or  well-being  of  any  of  them. 
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CHAP.      V. 
Contaming  much  heroic  rnaiter, 

T  the  end  of  three  days,  Mrs.  Ellifon's  friend 

had  fo  far  purchafed  Mr.  Booth's  liberty,  that 

he  could  walk  again  abroad  within  the  verge,  with- 
out any  danger  of  having  a  warrant  backed  againft 
him  by  the  board  before  he  had  notice.  As  for  the 
ill-looked  perfons  that  had  given  the  alarm,  it  v/as 
now  difcovered  that  another  unhappy  gentleman^ 
and  not  Booth,  was  the  object  of  their  purfuit. 

Mr.  Booth  now  being  delivered  from  his  fears, 
went,  as  he  had  formerly  done,  to  take  his  morn- 
ing walk  in-  the  Park.  Here  he  met  Colonel  Bath 
in  company  with  fome  other  officers,  and  very  ci- 
villy paid  his  refpeds  to  him.  But  inftead  of  re- 
turning the  falute,  the  colonel  looked  him  full  in  the 
face  with  a  very  ftern  countenance  i  and,  if  he  could 
be  faid  to  take  any  notice  of  him,  it  was  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  inform  him  he  would  take  no  notice  of 
him. 

Booth  was  not  more  hurt  than  furprifed  at  this 
behaviour,  and  refolved  to  know  the  reafon  of  it. 
He  therefore  watched  an  opportunity  till  the  co- 
lonel was  alone,  and  then  walked  boldly  up  to  him, 
and  defired  to  know  if  he  had  given  him  any  of- 
fence ?— The  colonel  anfwered  haftily,  *  Sir,  I  am 
^  above  being  offended  with  you,  nor  do  I  think 
'  it  confident  with  my  dignity  to  make  you  any  an- 

*  fwer.'  Booth  replied,  ^  I  don't  know,  Sir,  that 
«  I  have  done  any  thing  to  deferve  this  treatment.' 
— *  Look'ee,  Sir,'  cries  the  colonel,  *  if  I  had  not 
«  fornfierly  had  fome  refped  for  you,  I  fliould  not 

*  think  you  worth  my  refentment.  However,  as 
^  you  are  a  gentleman  born,  and  an  officer,  and  as 

*  I  have  had  an  efteem  for  you,   I  will  give  you 

*  fome 
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*  foine  marks  of  it  by  putting  it  in  your  power  to 

*  do  yoLirfelf  juftice.  I  will  tell  you  therefore,  Sir, 
^  that  you  have  a6led  like  a  fcoundrel.' — '  If  we 
'  were  not  in  the  Park,'  anlwered  Booth  warmly, 
^  I  would  thank  you  very  properly  for  that  com- 

*  pliment.' — '  O,  Sir!'  cries  the  colonel,   ^  we  can 

*  be  loon  in  a  convenient  place.'  Upon  which 
Booth  anfwered,  he  would  attend  him  wherever  he 
pleafed. — The  colonel  then  bid  him  come  along, 
and  (Irutted  forward  dirciflly  up  Conftitution-Hill 
to  Hyde-Park,  Booth  following  him  at  firflr,  and 
afterwai"ds  walking  before  him,  till  they  came  to 
that  place  v/hich  may  be  properly  called  the  field  of 
blood,  being  that  part  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  ring, 
which  heroes  have  chofen  for  the  fcene  of  their  exit 
out  of  this  world. 

Booth  reached  the  ring  fome  time  before  the  co- 
lonel ;  for  he  mended  not  his  pace  any  more  than 
a  Spaniard.  To  fay  truth,  I  believe  it  was  not  in 
his  power ;  for  he  had  fo  long  accuftomed  himfelf 
to  one  and  the  fame  flrut,  that  as  a  horfe,  ufed 
always  to  trotting,  can  Icarce  be  forced  into  a  gal- 
lop, fo  could  no  palTion  force  the  colonel  to  alter 
liis  pace. 

At  length,  however,  both  parties  arrived  at  the 
lifts,  where  the  colonel  very  deliberately  took  off  his 
wig  and  coat,  and  laid  them  on  the  grafs,  and  then 
drawing  his  fword,  advanced  to  Booth,  who  had  like- 
wife  his  drawn  weapon  in  his  hand,  but  had  made  no 
other  preparation  for  the  combat. 

The  combatants  nov/  engaged  with  great  fury, 
and  after  two  or  three  paffes.  Booth  ran  the  colonel 
through  the  body  and  threw  him  on  the  ground,  at  the 
fame  time  poffeffmg  himfelf  of  the  colonel's  fword. 

As  foon  as  the  colonel  was  become  mader  of  his 
fpcech,  he  called  out  to  Booth  in  a  very  kind 
voice,  and  faid,  '  You  have  tlone  iny  bufmels,  and 
^  iatisfied  me  that  you  are  a  man  of  honour,  and 

P  d  3  *  that 
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<  that  my  brother  James  miift  have  been  miftaken  ; 

*  for  I   am  convinced,   that  no  man  who  will  draw 

*  his  fword  in  fo  gallant  a  manner,  is  capable  of 
'  being   a   rafcal  -,  d — n    me,  give   me   a  biifs,  my 

*  dear   boy,  I   aflc  your   pardon   for   that   infamous 

*  appellation  I  dilhonoured  your  dignity  with;   but, 

*  d — n  me,  if  it  was  not  purely  out  of  love,  and  to 
'  give  you  an  opportunity  of  doing  yourfclf  jutVice, 

*  which  I  own  you  have  done  like  a  man  of  honour. 
'  What  may  be  the  confequence  I  know  not,  but  I 
'  hope,  at  leafb,  I  (hall  live  to  reconcile  you  with 
'  my  brother.' 

Booth  fiiewed  great  concern,  and  even  horror  in 
his  countenance.  *  Why,  my  dear  colonel,'  faid  he 
'  would  you  force  me  to  tiiis?  for  Heaven's  fake,  tell 

*  me,  what  I  have  ever  done  to  offend  you  ?' 

*  Me!'  cried  the  colonel.  *  Indeed,  my  dear 
'  child,  you  never  did  any  thing  to  offend  me. — - 
'  Nav,  I  have  a6led  the  part  of  a  friend  to  you  in 
«  the  whole  affair.  1  maintained  your  caufe  with  my 
'  brother  as  long  as  decency  would  permit,  I  could 

<  not  flatly  contradict  him,  though,  indeed,  1  fcarce 
«  believed  him.     But  what  could  I  do  ;   if  I  had  not 

*  fought  with  you,  I  muff  have  been  obliged  to  have 

*  fought  with  him  :   however,  I  hope,  what  is  done 

*  will    be  fufficient,  and   that  matters   may  be  dif- 

*  comodated  wrthout  your  being  put  to  the  necefiity 

*  of  fighting  any  more  on  this  occafion.' 

*  Never  regard   me,'  cried  Booth  eagerly,   '  for 

*  Heaven's  fake,  think  of  your  own  prcfervation. 

*  Let  me  put  you  into  a  chair,  and  get  you  a  lur- 


*  geon. 


*  Thou  art  a  noble  lad,'  cries  the  colonel,  who 
•was  now  got  on  his  legs,  *  and  I  am  glad  the  bufi- 

*  nefs  is  fo  well  over.     For  though  your  fword  went 
'  quite  through,  it  flanted  fo,  that  I  apprehend  there 

*  is  little  da.iger  of  life.      However,  I  think  there  is 
^  enough  done  to  put  an  honourable  end  to  the  af- 

■         •  ^  «  fair. 
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*  fair,  efpecially  as  you  was  fo  hafly  to  dlfarm  me. 
'  I  bleed  a  iitcie,  but  I  can  walk  to  the  houfe  by  the 
'  water  J   and  if  you  will  fend  me  a  chair  thithc^r,  I 

*  fiiall  be  obliged  to  you.' 

As  the  colonel  refufed  any  affiflance  (indeed  he 
was  very  able  to  walk  without  it,  though  with  fome- 
what  leis  dignity  than  ufual),  Booth  let  forv/ard  to 
Grofvenor-Gate,  in  order  to  procure  the  chair,  and 
ioon  after  returned  with  one  to  his  friend  ;  whom 
having  conveyed  into  it,  he  attended  himfelf  on  foot 
into  Bond-ftreer,  where  then  lived  a  very  eminent 
furgeon. 

The  furgeon  having  probed  the  wound,  turned 
towards  Booth,  who  was  apparently  the  guilcy  per- 
fon,  and  faid,   with  a  fmile,   *  Upon  my  word,  Sir, 

*  you  have  performed  the  bulinefs  with  great  dex- 
'  terity.' 

'  Sir,'  cries  the  colonel  to  the  fjrgeon,  '  I  v/ould 

*  not  have  you  imagine  I  am  afraid  to  die.  I  think 
'  I  know  more  what  belongs  to  the  dignity  of  a 
'  manj   and,  I  believej  I  have  fhewn  it  at  the  head 

*  of  a  line  of  battle.  Do  not  impute  my  concern 
'  to  that  fear,  when  I  aflv  you  whether  there  is  or  is 

*  not  any  danger  ?' 

"  Really,  colonel,'  anfwered  the  furgeon,  who  well 
knew  the  complexion  of  the  gentleman  then  under 
his  hands,  '  it  would  appear  like  prcfumption  to  fay, 
«  that  a  man  who  hath  been  jufl  Fun  through  the 
^  body,  is  in   no  manner  of  danger.      But  this,  I 

*  think,  I  may  affure  you,  that  I   yet  perceive  no 

*  very   bad  fymptoms,   and  unlels  fomething  worfe 

*  fhould  appear,  or  a  fever  be  the  confequenTe,  I 
^  hope  you  may  live  to  be  again,  with  all  your  dicr. 

*  nity,  at  the  head  of  a  line  of  battle.' 

'  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  is  your  opinion,'  quoth 
the  colonel,  *  for  I  am  not  defirous  of  dying,  thourh 

*  I  am  not  afraid  of  it.  But  if  any  thing  worle  th.m 
?  you  apprehend  Ihould  happen,  i  defire  you  will  be 

D  d  /^  *  a  wunell 
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'  a  wltnefs  of  my  declarationj  that  this  young  gen- 
'  tleman  is  entirely  innocent.  I  forced  him  to  do 
'  what  he  did.     My  dear  Booth,  I  am  pleafed  mat- 

*  ters  are  as  they  are.     You  are  the  firfl:  man  that 

*  ever  gained  an  advantage  over  me  j  but  it  was  very 
,'  lucky  for  you  that  you  difarmed  me,  and  1  doubt 

*  not  but  you  have  the  equanimity  to  think  fo.     If 

*  the  bulinefs,  therefore,  hath  ended  without  doing 
<  any  thing  to  the  purpofe,  it  was  fortune's  pleafure^ 

*  and  neither  of  our  faults.' 

Booth  heartily  embraced  the  colonel,  and  afTured 
him  of  the  great  fatisfaclion  he  had  received  from 
the  furgeon's  opinion  j  and  foon  after  the  tv/o  com- 
batants took  their  leave  of  each  other.  The  colonelj 
after  he  was  dreil,  went  in  a  chair  to  his  lodgings, 
and  Booth  v/alked  on  foot  to  his;  where  he  luckily 
arrived  without  meeting  any  of  Mr.  Murphy's  gang; 
a  danger  which  never  once  occurred  to  his  imagi- 
nation till  he  was  out  of  it. 

The  affair  he  had  been  about  had  indeed  fo  en- 
tirely occupied  his  mind,  that  it  had  obliterated  every 
other  idea;  among  the  reft,  it  caufed  him  fo  abfo- 
lutely  to  forget  the  time  of  the  day,  that  though  lie 
had  exceeded  the  time  of  dining  above  two  hours, 
he  had  not  the  leaft  fufpiciori  of  being  at  home  later 
than  ufuaL 

CHAP.     VI. 

Xn   which   the  reader  will  find  matter  worthy   his 
confideration, 

ME  LI  A  having  waited  above  an  hour  for 
___  her  huil^and,  concluded,  as  he  was  the  mod 
punctual  man  alive,  that  he  had  met  with  feme  en- 
gagement abroad,  and  fat  down  to  her  meal  with 
her  children;  which,  as  it  was  always  uncomfort- 
able   in   the  abfcnce   of  her   hufband,    was   very 

fliort  J 
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fliort ;  fo  that  before  his  return,  all  the  apparatus 
of  dining  was  entirely  removed. 

Booth  fat  fonae  time  with  his  wife,  expefling  every 
minute  when  the  little  maid  would  make  her  ap- 
pearance s  at  laft,  curiofity,  I  believe,  rather  than 
appetite,  made  him  afk.  How  long  it  was  to  dinner  ? 

*  To  dinner!   my  dear,'  anfwered  Amelia,    *  fure 

*  you  have  dined,  I  hope  ?'  Booth  replied  in  the 
negative-,  upon  which  his  v/ife  ftarted  from  her 
chair,  and  beftirred  herfelf  as  nimbly  to  provide  him 
a  repaft,  as  the  moil  induftrious  hoftefs  in  the  king- 
dom doch,  when  fome  unexpecfled  gueil  of  extraor- 
dinary quality  arrives  at  her  houfe. 

The  reader  hath  not,  I  think,  from  any  paflages 
hitherto  recorded  in  this  hiltory,  had  much  reafon 
to  accufe  Amelia  of  a  blameable  curiofity  -,  he  will 
not,  I  hope,  conclude  that  fhe  gave  an  inftance  of 
any  fuch  fault,  when,  upon  Booth's  having  fo  long 
overftaid  his  time,  and  fo  greatly  miftaken  the  hour 
of  the  day,  and  upon  fome  other  circumftances  of 
his  behaviour  (for  he  was  too  honeiV  to  be  good  at 
concealing  any  of  his  thoughts),  Ihe  faid  to  him,  after 
he  had  done  eating,  '  My  dear,  I  am  fure  fome- 
«  thing  more  than  ordinary  hath  happened  to-day, 
'  and  I  beg  you  will  tell  rne  what  it  is.' 

Booth  anfwered,  that  nothing  of  any  confequence 
had  happened  J  that  he  had  been  detained  by  a 
friend,  whom  he  met  accidentally,  longer  than  he 
expecled.  In  fiiort,  he  made  many  Ihuffling  and 
evafive  anfwers,  not  boldly  lying  out,  which,  per- 
haps, would  have  fucceedcd,  but  poorly  and  vainly 
endeavouring  to  reconcile  falfehood  with  truth.  An 
attempt  which  feldom  fails  to  betray  the  moil  prac- 
tiled  deceiver. 

How  impoiTible  was  it  therefore  for  poor  Booth 
to  fucceed  in  an  art  for  which  nature  had  fo  entirely 
difqualilied  him.  His  countenance,  indeed,  con- 
felfed  falter  than  his  tongue  denied  -,  and  the  whole 
of  his  behaviour  gave  Amelia  an  alarm,  and  made 

her 
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her  fufpefl  fomething  very  bad  had  happened  j  and 
2S  her  thoughts  turned  prelently  on  the  badnefs  of 
their  circumltances,  fhe  feared  feme  mifchicf  from 
his  creditors  hid  befallen  him;  for  fhe  was  too 
ignorant  o(  fuch  matters  to  know,  that  if  he  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Fhililiines  (which  is 
the  name  given  by  the  faithful  to  bailiffs)  he  would 
hardly  have  been  able  fo  foon  to  recover  his  liberty. 
Booth  at  laft  perceived  her  to  be  fo  uneafy,  that 
as  he  faw  no  hopes  of  contriving  any  fiction  to  fa- 
tisfy  her,  he  thought  iiimfelf  obliged  to  fell  her  the 
truth,  or  at  lead  part  of  the  truth,  and  confefied 
that  he  had  had  a  lictie  fkirmifn  with  Colonel  Bath, 
in  which,  he  laid,  the  colonel  had  received  a  flight 
■wound,  not  at  all  dangerous;  and  this,  fays  he,  is 
all  the  whole  matter.  '  If  it  be  (o^'  cries  Amelia, 
'  I  thank  Heaven  no  worfe  hath  happened  ;  but 
'  why,  my  dear,  will  you  ever  converfe  with  that 
'  madman,  who  can  embrace  a  friend  one  mo- 
«  ment,   and  fight  with  him  the  next?'    *  Nay,   my 

*  dear,'  anfwercd  Booth,    *  you  yourfelf  mull  con- 

*  fcfs,    though  he  be  a  little  too   much  on  the  qui 

*  vivCi  he  is  a  man  of  great  honour  and  good- 
«  nature.'  *  Tell  me  not,'  replied  fhe,  ^  of  fuch 
'  good-nature  and  honour  as  would  facrifice  a  friend, 

<  and  a  whole  family,  to  a  ridiculous  whim.  O, 
«  Heavens!'  cried  fhe,  falling  upon  her  knees,  'from 
«  what  mifery  have  I  efcaped,  from  what  have  thefe 
'  poor  babes  efcaped  through  your  gracious  pro- 
«  vidence  this  day  V — Then  turning  to  her  hufoand 
— (he  cried — *  But  are  you  fure  the  monfter's  wound 
'  is  no  more  dangerous  than  you  fay  ?    a  monfler 

<  furely  I   may  call   him,    who   can    quarrel  with  a 

*  man  that  could  not,   that  I  am  convinced  would 

<  not,  offend  him.' 

Upon  this  queflion,  Booth  repeated  the  affu- 
rances  which  the  furgeon  had  given  them,  perhaps 
with  a  little  enlargement,  which  pretty  well  fa- 
tisfied  Amelia;  and  inftead  of  blaming  her  hufband 

for 


Chap.  6.  AMELIA.  411 

for  what  he  had  done,   (lie  tenderly  embraced  him, 
and  again  returned  thanks  to  Heaven  for  his  lafety. 

In  the  evening,  Booth  infifted  on  paying  a  fhort 
vifit  to  the  colonel,  highly  againft  the  inclination 
of  Amelia,  who,  bv  many  arguments  and  entrea- 
ties, endeavoured  to^difTuade  her  hufband  from  con- 
tinuing an  acquaintance,  in  which,  fhe  laid,  ihc 
Ihould^  always  forefce  much  danger  for  the  future. 
However,  Hie  was  at  laft  prevailed  upon  to  ac- 
quiefce  ;  and  Booth  went  to  the  colonel,  whofc 
lodgings  happened  to  be  in  the  verge  as  well  as  his 

own.  .      ,  .       .    ,  J 

He   found   the   colonel   m  his   night-gown,   and 
his  ^reat  chair,  engaged  with  another  officer  at  a 
aame  of  chefs.     He  rofe  im.mediately,   and  having 
heartily  embraced    Booth,     prefented    him    to    his 
friend,  faying,  he   had  the  honour  to  introduce  to 
him   as  brave   and   as  fcrtitud:nous  a  man  as  any  in 
the  king's  dominions— He  then   took  Booth  with 
him   into   the   next  room,  and   dcfired   him  not  to 
mention    a    word    of    what    had    happened    in    the 
morning,   faying,   '  I  am  very  well  fatisfied  that  no 
'  more   hath   happened;    however,  as  it  ended   in 
<■  notlfmg,   I   could   wiQi  it  might  remain  a  fecret.' 
Booth   told   him  he  was  heartily  glad  to  find  him  lo 
well,  and  promiled  never  to  mention  it  more  to  any 

one.  •   n   I  J 

The   game  at  chefs  being  but  jult  begun,    and 

neither  of  the  parties  having  gained  any  confider- 
able  advantage,  they  neither  of  them  mfiQed  on 
continuing  it  j  and  now  the  colonel's  anragonill 
took  his  leave,  and  left  the  colonel  and  Booth  to- 
gether. ^ 

As  foon  as  they  were  alone,  tne  latter  earncltly 
entreated  the  former  to  acquaint  him  with  the  real 
caule  of  his  anger  j  '  for  may  I  perilh,'  cries 
Booth,    '  if  I  can  even  guefs  what  I  have  ever  done 

<  to  offend  either  you,   or  your    brother  Colonel 

<  James.'  ^      ,  , 

•'  »  Look'ce, 
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*  'Look'ee,  child,'  cries  the  colonel,    '  I  tell  you 
«  I  am   for  my  own  pare  fatisfiedj    for  I  am  con- 

*  vinced  thai:  a  man  who  will  fight,  can  never  be 
'  a  rafcal  ;  and  therefore,  v/hy  fhould  you  enquire 
'^  any  more  of  me  at  prefent  ?  when  I  fee  my  bro- 
'  ther  James,  I   hope  to  reconcile  all  matters,  and 

*  perhaps   no  more  fwords  need  be  drawn  on  this 

*  occafion.'  But  Booth  ftill  perfifting  in  his  defire, 
the  colonel,  after  fome  hentacion,  with  a  tremen- 
dous oath,  cried  cur,   *  I  do  not  think  myfelf  at  li- 

*  berty  to  refufe  you  after  the  indignity  I  offered 
«  you  J  fo,  fince  you  demand  it  of  me,  I  will  in- 
«  form  yoUo     My  brother  told   me  you  had  ufed 

*  him  difhonourably,  and  had  divellicated  his  cha- 

<  rafter  bch.ind  his  back.      He  gave  me  his  word 

*  too,  that  he  was  well  atTurcd  of  what  he  faid. 
'  What  could  I  have  done?   though   I   own  to  you 

*  I  did   not  believe  him,  and  your  behaviour  fince 

<  hath  convinced  me  I  was  in  the  right;   I  mufl  ei- 

*  ther  have  given  him  the  lie,  and  fought  with  him, 

<  or  elfe  I  was  obliged  to  behave  as  I  did,  and  fight 
'  with  you.     And   now,   my  lad,  I  leave  it  to  you 

<  to  do  as  you  pleafe;   but  if  you  are  laid  under  any 

<  necsffity  to  do  yourfelf  further  juitice,  it  is  your 

<  own  fault.' 

*  Alas !  colonel,'  anfwcred  Booth,    '  befides  the 

*  obligations  I  have  to  the  colonel,  I  have  really 

<  fo  much  love  for  him,  that  I  think  of  nothing  lefs 
«  than   refentment,      AH    I   wifii,    is   to    have   this 

*  affair  brought  to  an  eclairciifement,  and  to  fatisfy 

<  him  that  he  is  in  an  error;    for  though  his  aifer- 

<  tions  are  cruelly  injurious,   and  I  have  never  de- 

<  ferved  them;    yet  I  am  convinced  he  would  not 

*  fay  what  he  did  not  himfelf  think.  Some  rafcal, 
«  envious  of  his  friendfnip  for  me,  hath  belied  me 

<  to  him;    and  the  only  refentment  1  defire,  is  to 

*  convince  him  of  his  iTiiftake.' 

At  thefe  words — the  colonel  grinned  horribly  a, 
rhaftly  fmile,  or  rather  fneer^  and  anfwered,  '  Young 

«  gentle- 
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<  o-entleman,  you  may  do  as  you  pleafe  ;  but  b)^ 
«^  the  eternal  dignity  of  man,  if  any  man  breathing 
«  had  taken    a   liberty  with  my  chara6lcr,— Here, 

i  here Mr.  Booth,   (fhewing   his  fingers)   here — 

«  d n  me,  fiiouU  be  his  noftrils,  he  fnould  breathe 

'  through  my  hands,  and  breathe  his  lafl: —  d — n 
^  me.' 

Booth  anfwered,  *  I  think,  colonel,  I  may  appeal 
=  to  your  teflimony  that  I  dare  do  myfelf  juftice  j 
'  finc'e  he  who  dare  draw  his  fword  againft  you,  caa 
«  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  fear  any  other  peribn  j  buc 
«  1  repeat  to  you  again,  that  I  love  Colonel  James 
«  fo  well,  and'am  fo  greatly  obliged  to  him,  that  ic 
«  would  be  almoit  indifferent  to  me,  whether  1  di- 
f  reified  my  fword  againft  his  breaft  or  my  own.* 

The  colonel's  muicles  were  confiderably  fofcened 
by  Booth's  laft  fpeech  j  but  he  again  contracted 
them    into   a   vaft   degree   of  fiercenefs,    before   he 

cried  out *  Soy,    thou   haft  reafon    enough   to 

'  be  vain  ;  for  thou  art  the  firft  perfon  that  ever 
«  could  proudly  fiiy  he  gained  an  advantage  over 
«  me  in  combat.  I  believe,  indeed,  thou  art  not 
«  afraid  of  any  man  breathing,  and  as  I  know 
«  thou  haft  fome  obligations  to  my  brother,  I  do 
«  not  difcommend  thee;  fornothing  more  becomes 
«  the  dignity  of  a  man  than  gratitude.     Befides,  as 

<  I  am  fatisfied  my  brother  can  produce  the  author 

*  of  the  flander— I  fay,  1  am  fatisfied  of  that,  d — n 

<  me,  if  any  man   alive  dares  aftert  the  contrary? 

<  for  that  would  be  to   make  my  brother  himfelf 

<  a   liar,    I   will    make   him    produce    his   author; 

<  and  then,  my  dear  boy,  your  doing  yourfelf  pro- 

*  per  juftice  there,  will   bring  you  finely  out  of  the 

<  whole  affair.     As  foon  as  my  furgeon  gives  me 

<  leave  to  go  abroad,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  in   a 

<  few  days,  I    will  bring  my  brother   James   to  a 

<  tavern,  where  you  fhall  meet  us  ;    and  I  will  en- 

<  gage  my  honour,   my  whole  dignity  to  you,   to 

*  make  you  friends.' 

^  The 
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The  affurance  of  the  colonel  gave  Booth  great 
pleafure  ;  for  few  perfons  ever  loved  a  friend  better 
than  he  did  James;  and  as  for  doing  military  juf- 
tice  on  the  author  of  that  fcandalous  report  v^hich 
had  incenfed  his  friend  againfb  him,  not  Bath  him- 
felf  was  ever  more  ready  on  fuch  an  occafion,  than 
Booth  to  execute  it.  He  foon  after  took  his  leave, 
and  returned  home  in  high  fpirlts  to  his  Amelia, 
■whom  he  found  in  Mrs.  Ellifon's  apartment,  en- 
gaged in  a  party  at  ombre  with  that  lady,  and  her 
right  honourable  coufin. 

His  lordlhip  had,  it  feems^  had  a  fecond  inter- 
view with  the  great  man,  and  having  obtained  fur- 
ther hopes  (for  I  think  there  was  not  yet  an  abfo- 
lute  promife)  of  fuccefs  in  Mr,  Booth's  affairs, 
his  ufual  good-nature  brought  him  immediately 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Booth  with  it.  As  he  did  no£ 
therefore  find  him  at  home,  and  as  he  met  with 
the  two  ladies  together,  he  refolved  to  (lay  till  his 
friend's  return,  which  he  was  afTured  would  not  be 
long,  efpecially  as  he  was  fo  lucky,  he  faid,  to 
have  no  particular  engagement  that  whole  even- 
ing. 

We  remarked  before,  that  his  Jordfhip,  at  the 
firft  interview  with  Amelia,  had  diftingui'hed  her 
by  a  more  particular  addrefs  from  the  other  ladies; 
but  that  now  appeared  to  be  rather  owing  to  his 
perfeft  good-breeding,  as  fhe  was  then  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  than  from  any 
other  preference.  H's  prcfent  behaviour  made  this 
flill  more  manifellj  for  as  he  was  now  in  Mrs. 
Ellifon's  apartment,  though  fhe  was  his  relation  and 
an  old  acquaintance,  he  applied  his  converlation 
rather  more  to  her  than  to  Amelia.  Elis  eyes,  in- 
deed, were  now  and  then  guilty  of  the  contrary 
diftindion,  but  this  was  only  byftealthj  for  they 
conftantly  withdrew  the  moment  they  were  difco- 
vered.  In  ihort,  he  treated  Amelia  with  the  greaieft 
diftance,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the  molt  pro- 
found 
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found  and  awful  relpecft  ;  his  converfation  was  fo 
general  fo  lively,  and  fo  obliging,  that  Amelia, 
when  (he  added  to  his  agreeablenefs  the  obligations 
Ihe  had  to  him  for  his  friendfhip  to  Booth,  was 
certainly  as  much  pleafed  with  his  lordQilp,  as  any 
virtuous  woman  can  poITibly  be  with  any  man, 
befidcii  her  own  hufoand. 

CHAP.     VII. 

Containing    'various  matters, 

^  7  E  have  already  mentioned  the  good-humour 
/'V  Ji">  which  Booth  returned  home;  and  the 
reader  v.'iil  eafily  believe  it  was  not  a  little  encreafcd 
by  the  good  humour  in  which  he  found  his  com- 
pany. My  lord  received  him  with  the  utmoft  marks 
of  friendfliip  and  afFeftion,  and  told  him  that  his 
affairs  v/ent  on  as  well  almoft  as  he  himfelf  could 
defire,  and  that  he  doubted  not  very  foon  to  wifli 
him  joy  of  a  company. 

When  Booth  had  made  a  proper  return  to  all  his 
lordfliip's  unparallflcd  goodnefs,  he  whifpercd  Ame- 
lia, that  the  colonel  was  entirely  out  of  danger,  and 
almolt  as  well  as  himfelf.  This  made  her  fatisfac- 
tion  complete,  threw  her  into  fuch  fpirits,  and  gave 
fuch  a  luilre  to  iier  eyes,  that  her  hce,  as  Horace 
fays,  was  loo  dazzling  to  be  looked  at;  it  was 
certainly  too  handlome  to  be  looked  at  without  the 
higheft  admiration. 

His  lordlliip  departed  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
left  the  company  in  raptures  wiih  him,  elpccially 
the  two  ladies,  of  wliom  it  is  dillicult  to  fay  which 
exceeded  the  other  in  his  commendations.  Mrs. 
Ellilbn  iwore  file  believed  he  was  the  belt  of  all 
human  kind;  and  Amelia,  without  making  any 
exception,  declared  he  was  the  fincll:  gentleman, 
and  moft  agreeable  man  Oie  had  ever  fecn  in  her 
life  i    adding,  ic  was  great  pity  he  Ihould  remain 

finglc. 
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fingle.  '  That's  true,  indeed,'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon, 
and  I  have  often  lannented  it,  nay,  1  am  aftonifhed 
at  it,  confidering  the  great  liking  he  always  fhews 
for  our  fex,  and  he  may  certainly  have  the  choice 
of  all.  The  real  reafon,  I  believe,  is,  his  fond- 
nefs  for  his  fifter's  children.  I  declare.  Madam, 
if  you  was  to  fee  his  behaviour  to  them,  you 
would  think  they  were  his  ov/n.  Indeed,  he  is 
vaftiy  fond  of  all  manner  of  children.'  '  Good 
creature,'  cries  Amelia,  '  if  ever  he  doth  me  the 
honour  of  another  vifit,  I  am  relolved  I  will  fliew 
him  my  little  things.  I  think,  Mrs.  Ellifon,  as 
you  fay  my  lord  loves  children,  I  may  fay,  with- 
out vanity,  he  will  not  fee  many  fuch.'  «  No, 
indeed,  he  will  not,'  anfwered  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  and 
nov^  I  think  on't.  Madam,  I  wonder  at  my  own 
ftupidity  in  never  making  the  offer  before ;  but 
fince  you  put  it  into  my  head,  if  you  will  give  me 
leave,  I'll  take  mafter  and  mifs  to  wait  on  my 
lord's  nephew  and  niece.  They  are  very  pretty 
behaved  children  j  and  little  mafter  and  mils  will 
be,  1  dare  fwear,  very  happy  in  their  acquaint- 
ance; befides,  if  my  lord  himfelf  fiiould  fee  themj 
<  I  know  what  will  happen  ;  for  he  is  the  moft  ge- 
*  nerous  of  all  human  beings.' 

Amelia  very  readily  accepted  the  favour  which 
Mrs.  Ellifon  offered  her  j  but  Booth  expreft  fome 
reluctance.  '  Upon  my  word,  my  dear,'  faid  hci 
with  a  fmile,  '  this  behaviour  of  ours  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  common  condufl  of  beggars  ;  who, 
whenever  they  receive  a  favour,  are  lure  to  fend 
other  objeds  to  the  fame  fountain  of  charity. 
Don't  we,  my  dear,  repay  our  obligations  to  my 
lord  in  the  fame  manner,  by  fending  our  children 
a  begging  to  him  ?' 

<  O  beallly  !'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon,  ^  how  could 
fuch  a  thought  enter  your  brains?  I  proteil,  Ma- 
dam, I  begin  to  grow  afhamed  of  this  hufband 
of  yours.     How  can  you  have  fo  vulgar  a  way 

7  *   of 
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*  of  thinking  ?  Begging,  indeed  !  the  poor  little 
'  dear  things  a  begging — If  my  lord  was  capable 
'  of  fuch   a  thought,   though   he  was   my  own  bro- 

*  ther  inftead  of  my  coufin,  I  fhould  fcorn  him  too 
'  much  ever  to   enter  his  doors.' — '  O  dear  Ma- 

*  dam  I'  anfwered  Amelia,  '  you  take  Mr.  Booth 
'  too  ferioufly,   when  he  was  only  in  jefi: ;    and  the 

*  children     fhall    wait    upon    you    whenever    you 

*  pleafe.' 

Though  Booth  had  been  a  little  more  in  earnefl 
than  Amelia  had  reprefented  him,  and  was  nor, 
perhaps,  quite  fo  much  in  the  wrong  as  he  was 
confidered  by  Mrs.  EUifon ;  yet,  feeing  there  were 
two  to  one  againft  him,  he  wifely  thought  proper 
to  recede,  and  let  his  fmile  go  off  with  that  air  of  a 
jeft,  which  his  wife  had  given  it. 

Mrs.  EUifon,  however,  could  not  let  it  pafs  with- 
out paying  fome  compliments  to  Amelia's  under- 
fbanding,  nor  without  fome  obfcure  refleftions  upon 
Booth,  with  whom  fhe  was  more  offended  than  the 
matter  required.  She  was  indeed  a  woman  of  mod 
profufe  generofity,  and  could  not  bear  a  thought 
which  fhe  deemed  vulgar  or  fneaking.  She  after- 
wards launched  forth  the  moft  profufe  encomiums 
of  his  lordfhip's  liberality,  and  concluded  the  even- 
ing with  fome  inftances  which  he  had  given  of  that 
virtue,  which,  if  not  the  nobled,  is,  perhaps,  one  of 
the  moft  ufeful  to  fociety,  with  which  great  and 
rich  men  can  be  endowed. 

The  next  morning  early,  Serjeant  Atkinfon  came 
to  wait  on  Lieutenant  Booth,  and  defired  to  fpcak 
with  his  honour  in  private.  Upon  which,  the 
lieutenant  and  ferjeant  took  a  walk  together  in  the 
Park.  Booth  expelled  every  minute  when  the 
ferjeant  would  open  his  mouth,  under  which  ex- 
pedation  he  continued  till  he  came  to  the  end  of 
the  Mall,  and  fo  he  might  have  continued  till  he 
came  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  for  though  fcvcral 
words  ftood  at  the  end  of  the  ferjeant's  lipsj  there 

Vol.  VIII.  E  e  they 
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they  were  likely  to  remain  for  ever.  He  was,  in- 
deedj  in  the  condition  of  a  mifcr,  v/hom  a  chari- 
table impulfe  hath  innpelled  to  draw  a  few  pence 
to  the  edge  of  his  pocket,  where  they  are  alto- 
gether as  fecure,  as  if  they  were  in  the  bottom ; 
for,  as  the  one  hath  not  the  heart  to  part  with 
a  farthing,  fo  neither  had  the  other  the  heart  to 
fpeak  a  v;ord. 

Booth  at  length  wondering  that  the  ferjeant  did 
not  fpeak,  afked  him.  What  his  bufinefs  was  ?  when 
the  latter  with  a  ftammering  voice,  began  the  fol- 
lowing apology  :  '  I  hope.  Sir,  your  honour  will  not 
be  angry,  nor  take  any  thing  amifs  of  me.  I  do 
affure  you,  it  was  not  of  my  feeking,  nay,  I  dare 
not  proceed  in  the  matter  without  firft  afking 
you  leave.  Indeed,  if  I  had  taken  any  liberties 
from  the  goodnefs  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fhew 
me,  I  (liould  look  upon  myfelf  as  one  of  the  mofl 
worthlefs  and  defpicable  of  wretches  -,  but  nothing 
is  farther  from  my  thoughts.  1  know  the  dif- 
tance  which  is  between  us ;  and  becaufe  your 
honour  hath  been  fo  kind  and  good  as  to  treat 
me  with  more  familiarity  than  any  other  officer 
ever  did,  if  I  had  been  bafe  enough  to  take  any 
freedoms  or  to  encroach  upon  your  honour's 
goodnefs,  I  fliould  deferve  to  be  whipt  through 
the  regiment.  I  hope,  therefore.  Sir,  you  will  not 
fufpedl  me  of  any  fuch  attempt.' 
'  What  can  all  this  mean,  Atkinfon,*  cries  Booth, 
what  mighty  matter  would  you  introduce  with  all 
this  previous  apology  ?' 

'  I  am  almoft  afliamed  and  afraid  to  mention 
it,'  anfwered  the  ferjeant,  '  and  yet  I  am  fure,  your 
honour  will  believe  what  I  have  faid,  and  not 
think  any  thing  owing  to  my  own  prefumption  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  I  have  no  realbn  to  think 
you  would  do  any  thing  to  fpoil  my  fortune  in  an 
honeft  way,  when  it  is  dropt  into  my  lap  with- 
out my  own  feeking.     For,  may  I  perilh,  if  it  is 

«  not 
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'  noc   all   the   lady's  own  goodnefs,  and   I  hope  in 

*  Heaven,   with  your  honour's  leave,  I  fhall  live  to 

*  make  her  amends  for  it.'— In  a  word,  that  we 
may  not  detain  the  reader's  curiofity  quite  lb  long 
as  he  did  Booth's,  he  acquainted  that  gentleman 
that  he  had  had  an  offer  of  marriage  from  a  lady 
of  his  acquaintance,  to  whofe  company  he  had  in- 
troduced him,  and  defired  his  permiinon  to  accept 
of  it. 

Booth  mud:  have  been  very  dull  indeed,  if,  after 
what  the  ferjeant  had  faid,  and  after  what  he  had 
heard  Mrs.  Ellifon  fay,  he  had  wanted  any  inform- 
ation concerning  the  lady.  He  anfwered  him 
brifrcly  and  cheerfully,  that  he  had  his  free  content 
to  marry  any  woman  whatever  ;    ^  and   t'le   greater 

*  and   richer  fhe  is,'  added  he,    *  the  more  I  fhall 

*  be  pleafed  with  the  m.atch.     I  don't  enquire  who 

*  the  lady  is,'  faid  he,  fmiling,  *  but  I  hope  (he  will 

*  make  as  good  a  wife,  as  I  am  convinced  her  hul- 
'  band  will  deferve.' 

'  Your  honour  hath  been  always  too  good  to  me,* 
cries  Atkinfon,  *  but  this  I  promife  you,  I  will  do 
all  in  my  power  to  merit  the  kindnefs  fhe  is  pleafed 
to  fliew  me.  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  fiie  will  marry 
an  honeft  man,  though  he  is  but  a  poor  one; 
and  flie  fhall  never  want  any  thing  which  I  can 
give  her  or  do  for  her,  while  my  name  is  Jofeph 
Atkinfon.' 

'  And  fo  her  name  is  a  fecrer,  Joej  is  it?'  cries 
Booth. 

^  Why,  Sir,'  anfwered  the  ferjeant,  *"  I  hope  your 
'  honour  will  not  infifl  upon  knowing  that,  as  t 
'  think  it  would  be  diihonourable  in  me  to  men- 
'  tion  it.' 

*  Not  at  all,'  replied  Booth,    '  I  am  the  farthcfi: 

*  in  the  world  from  any  fuch  uefire.  I  knew  thee 
'   better  than  to  imaginf:,  thou  wouldfi  difclole  the 

'   name  of  the  fairl.uly.'     Booth  then  ihook  Atkin-  . 
fon  heartily  by  the  hand,  and  allured  h\m  earnefllv 
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of  the  joy  he  had  in  hia^good  fortune  ;  for  Vv'hich  the 
good  fei  jeanr  failed  not  of  making  all  proper  ac- 
knowledgments. After  which  they  departed,  and 
Booth  returned  home. 

As  Mrs.  EUifon  opened  the  door,  Booth  haftily 
rufned  by  j  for  he  had  the  utmoll:  difficulty  to  pre- 
vent laughing  in  her  face.  He  ran  direflly  up 
ftairs,  and  throwing  himfelf  into  a  chair,  difcharged 
fuch  a  fit  of  laughter  as  greatly  furprifed,  and,  at 
fiid,  ahnoft  frightened  his  wife. 

Amelia,  it  will  be  fuppofed,  prefently  enquired 
into  the  caufe  of  this  phrenomenon,  with  which 
Booth,  as  foon  as  he  was  able  (for  that  was  not 
within  a  few  minutes)  acquainted  her.  The  news 
did  not  affefl  her  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  had 
affefled  her  hufoand.  On  the  contrary,  Hie  cried, 
'  I  protefl:  I  cannot  guefs  what  makes  you  fee  it  in 

*  fo  ridiculous  a  light.     I  really  think  Mrs.  EUifon' 

*  has  chofen  very  well.  I  am  convinced  Joe  will 
'  make  her  one  of  the  bed  of  hufbandsi   and  in  my 

*  opinion,  that  is  the  greatefl  bleffing  a  woman  can 
'  be  poffelTed  of.' 

However,  when  Mrs.  Eilifon  came  into  her  room 
a  little  while  afterwards  to  fetch  the  children,  Ame- 
lia became  of  a  more  rifible  difpoficion,  efpecially 
when  the  former,  turning  to  Booth,  who  was  then 
prefent,  faid,  '  So,  captain,  my  jantee  ferjeant  was 

<  very  early  here  this  morning.     I  fcolded  my  maid 

*  heartily  for  letting  him  wait  fo  long  in  the  entry 

*  like  a  lacquais,  when  flie  might  have  fhewn  him 

*  into  my  inner  apartment.'  At  which  words 
Booth  burft  out  into  a  very  loud  laugh  ;  and  Ame- 
lia herfelf  could  no  more  prevent  laughing  than  Ihe 
could  blufliing. 

*  Heyday  1'  cries  Mrs.  EUifon,  '  what  have  I  faid 

<  to  caufe  all  this  mirth  ?'  and  at  the  fame  time 
bluflied,  and  looked  ver^  filiy,  as  is  always  the 
cafe  with  perfons  who  iufpeft  themfelves  to  be  the 

objefts 
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objeAs  of  laughter,  without  abfolutely  taking  what 
it  is  which  makes  them  ridiculous. 

Booth  ftill  continued  laughing  j  but  Amelia  com- 
pofing  her  mufcles,  faid,  *  I  afk  your  pardon,  dear 
'  Mrs.   Ellifon;     but   Mr.   Booth    hath    been   in   a 

*  ftrange  giggling  humour  all  this  morning;    and  I 

*  really  think  it  is  infecftious.' 

*  I  afk  your  pardon   too,   Madam,'  cries  Booth, 

*  but  one  is  fometimes  unaccountably  foolilh.' 

'  Nay,  but  ferioufly,'  laid  flie,  ^  vvIku  is  the  mat- 
'   ter  ? — Something  I  laid  about  the  ferjeant,  I  bc- 

*  lieve^    but  you  may  laugh  as  much  as  you  pleafe, 

*  I  am  not  afhamed  of  ownin^;,  1  think  him  one  of 
'  the  prettieft  fellovv^s  I  ever  faw  in  my  life;  and,  1 
'  own,  I  fcolded  my  maid  at  fuffering  him  to  wait 
'  in  my  entry;    and  where  is  the  mighty  ridiculous 

*  m.atter,  pray  ?' 

*  None  at  all,'  anfwered  Booth  ;  ^  and,  I  hope, 
'  the  next  time  he  will  be  ulhered  into  your  inner 
'  apartment.' 

'  Why  fliould  he  not.  Sir?'   replied  fiie  ;    ^  for 

*  wherever   he  is  uHiered,   |  am  convinced   he  will 

*  behave  himfelf  as  a  gentleman  fliould.' 

Here  Amelia  put  an  end  to  the  difcourfe,  or  it 
might  have  proceeded  to  very  great  lengths  ;  for 
Booth  was  of  a  waggifn  inclination;  and  Mrs  Elli- 
fon was  not  a  lady  of  tlie  niceft  delicacy. 

C  II  A  P.     VIIL 

"The  heroic  behaviour  of  Colonel  Bath, 

OOTH  went  this  morning  to  pay  a  fecond 
vifit  to  the  colonel,  where  he  found  Colonel 
James.  Both  the  colonel  and  the  lieutenant  a[)- 
peared  a  little  fliocked  at  their  firft  meeting;  but 
matters  were  foon  cleared  up ;  for  the  former  pre- 
fently  advanced  to  the  latter,  fhook  him  heartily  by 
fhe  hand,  and  faid — «  Mr.  Booth,  I  am  alhamed  ru 
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'  fee  yo'j  ;    for  I  have  injured  you,  and  I  heartily 

*  afK  your  pardon.     I  am  now  perfedtly  convinced, 

*  that  vvhac  I  hinted  to  my  brother,  and  which  1  find 

*  had  like  to  have  produced  fuch  fatal  confequences, 

*  was  entirely  groundlefs.  If  you  will  be  con- 
'  tented  with  my  afking  your  pardon,  and  fpare  me 
'  the  difagreeable  remembrance  of  what  led  me  into 
'  my  error,  I  fhall  efteem  it  as  the  higheft  ob- 
'  ligation.' 

Booth  anfvvered,  '  As  to  what   regards  yourfelf, 

*  m,y  dear  colonel,  I  am  abundantly  fatisfied  ;    but 

*  as,  I  am  convinced,   fome  rafcal  hath    been  my 

*  enemy  with  you  in  the  cruelleft  manner,  I  hope 
'  you  will  not  deny  me  the  opportunity  of  kicking 
'  him  through  the  world.' 

'  By  all  the  dignity  of  man,'  cries  Colonel  Bath, 

*  the  boy  fpeaks  v/ith  fpirit,  and  his  requeft  is  rca- 
<   fonable.' 

Colonel  James  hefitated  a  moment,  and  then 
whifpered  Booth,  that  he  would  give  him  all  the 
fatisfaflion  imaginable  concerning  the  whole  affair, 
when  they  were  alone  together  5  upon  which  Bootii 
addreffing  himfelf  to  Colonel  Bath,  the  dilcourfe 
turned  on  others  matters,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  vifir,  which  was  but  fhort,  and  then  both  went 
away  together,  leaving  Colonel  Bath  as  well  as  it 
was  poffible  to  expe61:,  more  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
Booth  than  of  Colonel  James,  wto  would  not  have 
been  difpleafed  if  his  wound  had  been  more  dan- 
gerous i  for  he  was  grown  fomewhat  weary  of  a  dif- 
pofition  that  he  rather  called  captious  than  heroic, 
and  v/hich,  as  he  every  day  more  and  more  hated 
his  wife,  he  apprehended  might  fome  time  or  other 
give  him  fome  trouble ;  for  Bath  was  the  mofl: 
aifeCcionate  of  brothers,  and  had  often  fwore  in  the 
prefence  of  James,  that  he  would  eat  any  man  alive 
who  fl^ould  ufe  his  filler  iH. 

Colonel   Bath  was  well  fatisfied  that  his  brother 
and  the  lieutenant  were  gone  out  with  a  defign  of 
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tilting,  from  which  he  offered  not  a  fyllable  to  dif- 
fuade  them,  as  he  was  convinced  it  was  right,  and 
that  Booth  could  not  in  honour  take,  nor  the  colo- 
nel give,  any  lefs  fatisfaflion.  When  they  had  been 
gone  therefore  about  half  an  hour,  he  rang  his 
bell,  to  enquire  if  there  was  any  news  of  his  bromer  j 
a  queftion  which  he  repeated  every  ten  minutes,  for 
the  fpace  of  two  hours,  when  having  heard  nothing 
of  him,  he  began  to  conclude  that  both  were  killed 
on  the  fpot. 

While  he  was  in  this  (late  of  anxiety,  his  filter 
came  to  fee  himj  for,  notvvithftanding  his  defire  of 
keeping  it  a  fecrer,  the  duel  had  blazed  all  over  the 
town.  After  receiving  fome  kind  congratulations 
on  his  fifety,  and  fom.e  unkind  hints  concerning  the 
warmth  of  his  temper,  the  colonel  afked  her.  When 
fhe  had  feen  Ker  hufband  ?  fhe  anfvvcred,  not  that 
morning.  He  then  communicated  to  her  his  fufpi- 
cion,  told  her  he  was  convinced  his  brother  had 
drawn  his  fword  that  day,  and  that  as  neither  of 
them  had  heard  any  thing  from  him,  he  began  to 
apprehend  the  vvorft  that  could  happen. 

Neither  Mifs  Bellamy  nor  Mrs.  Gibber  were 
ever  in  a  greater  confternation  on  the  llage,  than 
now  appeared   in   the  countenance  of  Mrs.  James. 

*  Good  Heavens  !  brother,'  cries  flie,  *  what  do 
'  you   tell   me  !    vou  have  frightened  me  to  death. 

*  — Let  your  man  get  me  a  glafs  of  water  immedi- 
'  ately,  if  you  have  not  a  mind  to  fee  !r,e  die  be- 
'  fore  your  face.  When,  where,  how  was  this 
'  quarrel,     why   did    you    not   prevent    ir,    if  you 

*  knew  of  it  ?  is  ic  not  enough  to  be  every  day 
'  tormenting  me  witii  hazarding  your  own  life,   but 

*  mud  you  bring  the  life  of  one  who  you  know 
'  muft  be,  and  ougiit  to  be,  lo  much  the  ccarcll  of 

*  all   to  me,    into  danger  ?    take  your  fwo:  J,   bro- 

*  ther,  take  your  fwortl,  and  plunge  it  into  my 
'  bofom  ;  ic  would  be  kinder  of  you  than  10  fill  it 
'  with   fuch  dreads  and  terrors.' — Here  llie   fwal- 
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lowed  the  glafs  of  water  j    and  then  threw  herfelf . 
back   in  her  chair,   as  if  (lie  had  intended  to  faint 
away. 

Perhaps,  if  fhe  had  fo,  the  colonel  v/ould  have 
lent  her  no  afTiftance;  for  fhe  had  hurt  him  more 
than  by  ten  thoufand  (labs.  He  fit  erecl  in  his 
chair,  with  his  eyebrows  knit,  his  forehead  wrink- 
led, his  eyes  flafhing  fire,  his  teeth  grating  againfl 
each  other,  and  breathing  horrour  all  round  him. 
In  this  pofture  he  fat  for  fome  time  filenf,  calling 
difdainful  looks  at  his  fifter.  Ar  laft,  his  voice 
found  its  way  through  a  paffion  which  had  almoft 
choaked  him,  and  he  cried  out :  '  Sifter,  what  have 
I  done  to  deferve  the  opinion  you  exprefs  of  me  ? 
which  of  my  actions  hath  made  you  conclude  that 
I  am  a  rafcaj  and  a  coward  ?  look  at  that  poor 
fword,  which  never  woman  yet  faw  but  in  its 
fheath,  vvhat  hath  that  done  to  merit  your  defire 
that  it  n:iould  be  contaminated  with  the  blood  of 
a  v>^oman  r' 

'  Alas  !■  brother,'  cried  fhe,  ^  I  know  not  what 
you  fay,  you  are  defirous,  I  believe,  to  terrify  me 
out  of  the  little  fenfes  I  have  left.  What  can  I 
have  faid  in  the  agonies  of  grief,  into  which  yoa 
threw  me,  to  deferve  this  pafTion  r' 
'  What  have  you  faid  ?'  anfwered  the  colonel, 
you  have  faid  that  which  if  a  man  had  fpoken, 
nay,  d — n  me,  if  he  had  but  hinted  that  he 
durft  even  think,  I  would  have  made  him  eat 
my  fword,  by  all  the  dignity  of  man,  I  would 
have  crumbled  his  foul  into  powder.  —  But,  I 
confider  that  the  v.'ords  were  fpoken  by  a  woman, 
and  1  am  calm  again.  Confider,  my  dear,  that 
you  are  my  fifter,  and  behave  yourfelf  with  more 
fpirit.  I  have  only  mentioned  to  you  my  fur« 
mife.  It  may  not  have  happened  as  I  fufpeift ; 
but  let  what  will  have  happened,  you  v/ill  have 
the    coir.fort    that    your   hufband    hath    behaved 

«  himfelf 
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*  himfelf  with  becoming  dignity,  and  lies  in  the  bed 
'  of  honour.' 

'  Talk  not  to  me  of  fuch  comfort,'  replied  the 
lady,  *  it  is  a  lofs  I  cannot  furvive;  but  why  do  I 
'  fit  here  lamenting  myfelf  j  I  will  go  this  inftant 

*  and  know  the  worft  of  my  fate,  if  my  trembling 

*  limbs  will  carry  me  to  my  coach. — Good-morrow, 

*  dear  brother,  whatever  becomes  of  me,  I  am  glad 
'  to  find  you  out  of  danger.* — The  colonel  paid  her 
his  proper  compliments,  and  fhe  then  left  the  room, 
but  returned  inllantly  back  ;  faying,  *  Brother,  I  muil 

*  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  your  footman  ftep  to 
'  my  mantua-maker ;  I  am  fure  it  is  a  miracle  in  my 
^  prefent  diflradled  condition,  how  it  came  into  my 

*  head.'  The  footman  v/as  prefently  fummoned,  and 
Mrs.  James  delivered  him  his  meffage,  which  was, 
to  countermand  the  orders  which  flie  had  given  that 
very  morning,  to  make  her  up  a  new  fuit  of  brocade. 

*  Heaven  knows,'  fays  fhe,  *  now  when  I  can  wear 
'  brocade,  or  whether  ever  I  fhall  wear  it.'  And  now 
having  repeated  her  meflage  with  great  exaflnefs,  left 
there  fliould  be  any  miftake,  fhe  again  lamented  her 
wretched  fituation,  and  then  departed,  leaving  the 
colonel  in  full  expediation  of  hearing  fpeedy  news  of 
the  fatal  ifTue  of  the  battle. 

But  though  the  reader  fliould  entertain  the  fame 
curiofity,  we  mud  be  excufed  from  fatisfying  it,  till  • 
we  have  firll:  accounted  for  an  incident  which  we  have 
related  in  this  very  cliapter,  and  which  we  tliink  de- 
ferves  fome  folution.  The  critic,  I  am  convinced, 
already  is  apprized,  that  I  mean  the  friendly  beha- 
viour of  Janies  to  Booth,  which,  from  what  we  had 
before  recorded,  feemed  fo  little  to  be  expcifled. 

It  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  anger  which  the 
former  of  thefe  gentlemen  had  conceived  againll  the 
latter,  arofe  entirely  from  the  fall'e  account  given  by 
Mils  Matthews  of  Booth,  whom  t'lat  lady  had  accufed 
to  Colonel  James  of  iiaving  as  balcly  as  wickedly  tra- 
duced his  charafler. 

Now, 
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Now,  of  all  the  minifters  of  vengeance,  there  are 
none  with  whom  the  devil  deals  fo  treacheroufly,  as 
with  thofe  whom  he  employs  in  executing  the  mif- 
chievous  purpofes  of  an  angry  miftrefs ;  for  no  fooner 
is  revenge  executed  on  an  offending  lover,  than  it  is 
fure  to  be  repented,  and  all  the  anger  which  before 
raged  againft  the  beloved  objeft,  returns  with  double 
fury  on  the  head  of  his  affaffin. 

Mifs  Matthews,  therefore,  no  fooner  heard  that 
Booth  was  killed  (for  fo  was  the  report  at  firft,  and 
by  a  colonel  of  the  army)  than  fhe  immediately  con- 
cluded it  to  be  James.  She  was  extremely  fljocked 
with  the  news,  and  her  heart  inftantly  began  to  re- 
lent. All  the  reafons  on  which  fhe  had  founded  her 
love,  recurred  in  the  ftrongeft  and  livelieft  colours 
to  her  mind,  and  all  the  caufes  of  her  hatred  funk 
down  and  diflippeared ;  or  if  the  leaft  remembrance 
of  any  thing  which  had  difobligcd  her  remained,  her 
heart  became  his  zealous  advocate,  and  foon  fatisfied 
her  that  her  own  fates  were  more  to  be  blamed  than 
he,  and  that  without  being  a  villain,  he  could  have 
afted  no  otherwife  than  he  had  done. 

In  this  temper  of  mind,  fhe  looked  on  herfelf  as 
the  murderer  of  an  innocent  man,  and  what  to  her 
was  much  worfe,  of  the  man  fhe  had  loved,  and  ftill 
did  love  with  all  the  violence  imaginable.  She  look- 
ed on  James  as  the  tool  with  which  fhe  had  done  this 
murder;  and  as  it  is  ufual  for  people  who  have  rafhly 
or  inadvertently  made  any  animate  or  inanimate  thing 
the  infbrument  of  mifchief,  to  hate  the  innocent  means 
by  which  the  mifchief  v/as  effe6led ;  (for  this  is  a 
fubtle  method  which  the  mind  invents  to  excufe  our- 
feives,  the  laft  objeds  on  whom  we  would  willingly 
wreak  our  vengeance;)  fo  Mifs  Matthews  now  hated 
and  curfed  James  as  the  efficient  caufe  of  that  aft 
which  {he  herfelf  had  contrived,  and  laboured  to  carry 
into  execution. 

She  fat  down  therefore  in  a  furious  agitation,  little 
iliort  of  madnefs,  and  wrote  the  following  letter : 

«  I  Hope 
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'  T  Hope  this  will  find  you  in  the  hands  of  juflice, 
'  ■*■    for  the  murder  of  one  of  the  bed  friends  that 

*  ever  man  was  bled  with.     In  one  fenfe,  indeed,  he 

*  may  feem  to  have  deferved  his  fiMCy  by  chufing  a 
'  fool  for  a  friend  ;  for  who  but  a  fool  would  have 

*  believed  what  the  anger  and  rage  of  an  injured 

*  woman  fuggefted  ;  a  Itory  lb  improbable,  that  I 
'  could  fcarce  be  thought  in  earneft  when  I  men- 
'  tioned  it. 

*  Know  thePj  cruel  wretch,  that  poor  Booth  loved 

*  you  of  all  men  breathing,  and  was,  I  believe,  in 

*  your  commendation,  guilty  of  as  much  falfehood  as 
'  I  was  in  what  I  told  you  concerning  him. 

'  If  this  knowledge  makes  you  miferable,  it  is  no 
f  more  than  you  have  made 

*  The  unhappv 

*  F.  Matthews.* 


CHAP.     IX. 

Being  the  lafi  chapter  of  the  fifth  hook. 

WE  fhall  now  return  to  Colonel  James  and  Mr. 
Booth,  who  walked  together  from  Colonel 
Bath's  lodging  v;ith  much  more  peaceable  incention 
than  that  gentleman  had  conjecftured,  who  dreamt 
of  nothing  but  fwords  and  guns,  and  implements  of 
war. 

The  Birdcage-walk  in  the  Park  was  the  fcene  ap- 
pointed by  James  for  unburthening  his  mind.  Thi- 
ther they  came,  and  there  James  acquainted  Booth 
with  all  that  which  the  reader  knows  already,  and 
gave  him  the  letter  wliich  v/e  have  inferted  a:  t!ie 
end  of  the  lad  chapter. 

Booth  expreft  great  adonifhment  at  this  relation, 

not  without  venting  Ibme  detellation  of  the  wicked- 

nefs  of  Mils  Matthews  ;  upon  which,   James   took 

hini  up,  faying,  he  ought  nut  to  fpeak  with  fucli  ab- 

I  horrcace 
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horrence  of  faults,  which  love  for  him  had  occa- 
fioned. 

*  Can  you  mention  love,  my  dear  colonel,'  cried 
Booth,  '  and  fuch  a  woman  in  the  fame  breath  ?' 

*  Yes,  faith!  can  I,'  fays  James;  *  for  the  devil  take 

*  me,  if  I  know  a  more  lovely  woman  in  the  world.' 
Here  he  began  to  defcribe  her  whole  perfon  j  but  as 
we  cannot  infert  all  the  defcription,  fo  we  fhall  omit 
it  all;  and  concluded  with  faying,  *  Curfe  me,  if  I 

*  don't  think  her  the  fineil  creature  in  the  univerfe. 

*  I  would  give  half  my  eftate,  Booth,  fhe  loved  me 

*  as  well  as  fhe  doth  you.     Though,  on  fecond  con- 

*  fideration,  I  believe  I  fhould  repent  that  bargain; 
'  for  then,  very  pofTibly,  I  fhould  not  care  a  farthing 
'  for  her.' 

*  Ycru  will  pardon  me,  dear  colonel,'  anfv/ered 
Booth  ;  '  but  to  me  there  appears  fomewhat  very  fm- 
'  gular  in  your  way  of  thinking.  Beauty  is  indeed 
'  the  objedl  of  liking,  great  qualities  of  admiration, 

*  good  ones  of  efteem ;   but  the  devil  take  me,  if  I 

*  think  any  thing  but  love  to  be  the  object  of  love.* 
<  Is  there  not  fomething  too  felfifh,'  replied  James, 

*  in  that  opinion  ;   but  without  confidering  it  in  that 

*  light,  is  it  not  of  all  things  the  mofl  infipid  ?  all 

*  oil  !  all  fugar !   zounds!  it  is  enough  to  cloy  the 

*  fharp-fet  appetite  of  a  parfon.  Acids  furely  are 
'  the  moft  likely  to  quicken.' 

*  I  do  not  love  reafoning  in  allegories,'  cries  Booth^ 
<  but  with  regard  to  love,  I  declare  I  never  found 

*  any  thing  cloying  in  it.  I  have  lived  almoft  alone 
'  with  my  wife  near  three  years  together,  was  never 

*  tired  with  her  company,  nor  ever  wifhed  for  any 

*  other;  and  I  am  fure,  I  never  tafted  any  of  th§ 
f  acid  you  mention  to  quicken  my  appetite.' 

*  This  is  all  very  extraordinary  and  romantic  tq 
?  me,'  anfwered  the  colonel.     <  If  I  was  to  be  fhutup 

*  three  years  with  the  fame  woman,  which  Heaven 

*  forbid  !  nothing,  I  think,  could  keep  me  alive,  but 
f  a  temper  as  violent  as  that  of  Mifs  Matthews.     As, 

«  tq 
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*  to  love,  it  would  make  me  fick  to  death,  in  the 

*  twentieth  part  of  that  time.      If  I  was  To  con- 

*  demned,  let  me  fee,  what  would  I  wifh  the  wo- 
'  man  to  be !  I  think  no  one  virtue  would  be  fuffi- 

*  cient.  With  the  fpiric  of  a  tigrefs,  I  would  have 
'  her  be  a  prude,  a  fcold,  a  fcholar,  a  critic,  a  wit, 
'  a  politician,  and  a  Jacobite;  and  then,  perhaps, 
'  eternal  oppofition  v/ould  keep  up  our  fpirits  -,  and 

*  wifhing  one  another  daily  at  the  devil,  we  fhould 
'  make  a  fliifc  to  drag  on  a  damnable  ftate  of  life, 

*  without  much  fpleen  or  vapours.' 

'  And  fo  you  do  not  intend,'  cries  Booth,  '  to 
<  break  with  this  woman.' 

'  Not  more  than  I  have  already,  if  I  can  help  it/ 
anfwered  the  colonel. 

<  And  you  will  be  reconciled  to  her,'  faid  Booth. 

'  Yes,  faith  1  will  I,  if  I  can,'  anfwered  the  colonel 
»        '  I  hope  you  have  no  objection.' 

*  None,  my  dear  friend,'  laid  Booth,  '  unlefs  on 

*  your  account.' 

^  I  do  believe  you,'  faid  the  colonel,  '  and  yet  let 

*  me  tell  you,  you  are  a  very  extraordinary  m:in, 
'  not  to  defire  me  to  quit  her  on  your  own  account. 

*  Upon  my  foul,  I  begin  to  pity  the  woman,  who 

*  hath  placed  her  affeftion,  perhaps,  on  the  only  man 

*  in  England  of  your  age,  wlio  would  not  return  it. 

*  But  for  my  part,  I  promife  you,  I  like  her  beyond 
«  all  other  women;   and  whiHl  that  is  the  cafe,   my 

*  boy,  if  her  mind  was   as  full  of  iniquity  as  Pan- 

*  dora's  box  was  of  difeafes,  I'd  hug  her  clofe  in  my 

*  arms,  and  only  take  as  much  care  as  pofTible  to 
'  keep   the  lid   down   for  fear  of  niifchicf. But 

*  come,  dear  Booth,'  faid  he,   *  let  us  coniider  your 

*  affairs  ;  for  I  am  aOiamed  of  having  negie<5ied  t'hctn 
'  fo  long;   and  the  only  anger  I  have  againft  this 

*  wench,  is,  that  fhe  was  the  occafion  of  it.' 
Booth  then  acquainted  the  colonel  with  the  pro- 

mifes  he  had  received  from  the  noble  lord,  upon 
whicli,  James  lliook  him  by  the  hand,  and  heartily 

wilhed 
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widied  him  joy,  crying,  *  I  do  afTiire  you  if  you  have 

<  his  intereft,  you  will  need  no  other  ;  I  did  not  know 

<  you  was  acquainted  with  him.' 

To  which  Mr.  Booth  anfwered,  '  That  he  was  but 

*  a  new  acquaintance,  and  that  he  was  recommended. 
«  to  him  by  a  lady.' 

*  A  lady,'  cries  the  colonel, — '  well,  I  don't  aflc 
'  her  name.     You  are  a  happy  man.  Booth,  amongft 

*  the  women ;  and  I  aflure  you,  you  could  have  no 
«  ftronger  recom.mendation.  The  peer  loves  the 
«  ladies,  I  believe,  as  well  as  ever  Mark  Antony  did  ; 
«  and  it  is  not  his  fault,  if  he  hath  not  fpent  as  much 
«  upon  them.     If  he  once  fixes  his  eye  upon  a  wo- 

*  man,  he  will  ftick  at  nothing  to  get  her.' 

^  Ay,  indeed!'  cries  Booth.  ^  Is  that  his  cha- 
«  raster?' 

'  Ay,  faith  1'  anfwered  the  colonel,  '  and  th-e  cha- 

*  rafter  of  moft  men  befides  him.     Few  of  them,  I 

<  mean,  will  ftick  at  any  thing  befide  their  money. 

<  Jufque  a  la  Bourfe,  is  fometimes  the  boundary  of 

*  love  as  well  as  friendlhip.     And,  indeed,  I  never 

*  knew  any  other  man  part  with  his  money  fo  very 
'  freely  on  thefe  occafions.  You  fee,  dear  Booth, 
«  the  confidence  I  have  in  your  honour.' 

'  I  hope,  indeed,  you  have,'  cries  Booth,  '  but 
«  I  don't  fee  what  inftance  you  now  give  me  of  that 

*  confidence.' 

*  Have  not  I  fliewn  you,'  anfwered  James,  'where 

<  you  may  carry  your  goods  to  market  ?  I  can  aflure 
'  you,  my  friend,  that  is  a  fecret  I  would  not  impart 

*  to  every  man  in  your  fituation,  and  all  circumftan- 
«  ces  confidered.* 

'  I  am  very  forry.  Sir,'  cries  Booth  very  gravely, 
and  turning  as  pale  as  death,  •  you  Ihould  entertain 
'  a  thought  of  this  kind.  A  thought  which  liaih 
«  almoft  frozen  up   my  blood.     I  am  unwilling  to 

*  believe  there  are  fuch  villains  in  the  vvorld  ;  but 
'  there  is  none  of  them  whom  I   fiiould  detell  half 

*  fo  much  as  myfelf,  if  my  own  mind  had  ever  fug- 

'  gelled 
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'  gefted  to  me  a  hint  of  that  kind.     I  have  tailed  of 

*  fonne  diftrefles  of  life,  and  I  know  not  to  what 
'  greater  I  may  be  driven;  but  my  honour,  I  thank 
'  Heaven,  is  in  my  own  power,  and  I  can  boldly 

*  fay  to  Fortune,  fhe  fnall  not  rob  me  of  it.* 

*  Have  I  not  exprelTed  that  confidence,  my  dear 
'  Booth  ?'  anfwered  the  colonel.  '  And  what  you 
'  fay  now  well  juftifies  my  opinion  j  for  1  do  agree 
''with  you,  that,  confidering  all  things,  it  would  be 

*  the  higheft  inftance  of  dilhonour.' 

'  Difhonour,  indeed  1'  returned  Booth.     'What! 

*  to  proftitute  m.y  wife! — Can  I  think  there  is  fuch 
'  a  wretch  breathing  ?' 

'  I  don't  know  that,'  faid  the  colonel ;  '  but  I  am 

*  fure,  it  was  very  far  from  my  intention  to  infinuate 
«  the  lead  hint  of  any  fuch  matter  to  you.  Nor  can 
'  I  imagine  how  you  yourfelf  could  conceive  fuch  a 
'  thought.  The  goods  I  meant,  were  no  other  than 
'  the  charming  perfon  of  Mifs  Matthews  ;  for  whom 
'  I  am  convinced  my  lord  would  bid  a  fv^inging  price 
'  againft  me.' 

Booth's  countenance  greatly  cleared  up  at  this  de- 
claration, and  he  anfwered  with  a  fmile,  that  he  hoped 
he  need  not  give  the  colonel  any  ailurances  on  that 
head.  However,  though  he  was  fatisfied  with  re- 
gard to  the  colonel's  fufpicionsj  yet  fome  chimeras 
now  arofe  in  his  brain,  which  gave  him  no  very 
agreeable  fenfations.  What  thcfe  were,  the  fao-acious 
reader  may  probably  fufpe6l;  but  if  he  fhould  nor, 
we  may,  perhaps,  have  occafion  to  open  them  in  the 
fequel.  Here  we  will  put  an  end  to  this  dialof>ue, 
and  to  the  fifth  book  of  this  hiftory. 
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BOOK     VI. 

CHAP.    I. 

Panegyrics  on  beauty ^  with  other  grave  matters. 


^'   g   ^  H  E  colonel  and  Booth  walked  together  to 

I        the  latter's  lodgings  j    for  as  it  was  not  that 

M^       day  in  the  week  in  which  all  parts  of  the 

town  are  indifferent.   Booth  could  not  wait  on  the 

colonel. 

When  they  arrived  in  Spring-Garden,  Booth,  to 
his  great  furprife,  found  no  one  at  home  but  the 
maid.  In  truth,  Amelia  had  accompanied  Mrs. 
Ellifon  and  her  children  to  his  lordfliip'si  for  as  her 
little  girl  Ihewed  a  great  unwillingnefs  to  go  with- 
out her,  the  fond  mother  was  eafily  perfuaded  to 
make  one  of  the  com.pany. 

Booth  had  fcarce  ufnered  the  colonel  up  to  his 
aparment,  when  a  fervant  from  Mrs.  James  knock- 
ed haftily  at  the  door.  The  lady  not  meeting  with 
her  hull)and  at  her  return  home,  began  to  defpair  of 
him,  and  performed  every  thing  which  was  decent 
on  the  occafion.  An  apothecary  was  prefently  call- 
ed with  hartdiorn  and  fal  volatile,  a  doflor  was 
fent  for,  and.  mefiengers  were  difpatched  every  way  ; 
amongll  the  red,  one  was  fent  to  enquire  at  the  lodg- 
ings of  his  fuppofed  antagonill. 

The 
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The  fervsnt  hearing  that  his  mailer  was  alive  and 
well  above  flairs,  ran  up  eagerly  to  acquaint  him  with 
the  dreadful  ficuation  in  v/hich  he  left  his  miferable 
lady  at  home,  and  likev/ife  with  the  occafion  of  all 
her  difhrefs,  faying.  That  his  lady  had  been  at  her 
brother's,  and  had  there  heard  that  his  honour  was 
killed  in  a  duel  by  captain  Booth. 

The  colonel  fmiled  at  this  account,  and  bid  the 
fervant  make  haftc  back  to  contradidl  it. — And 
then  turning  to  Booth,   he  faid,  *  Was  there  ever 

*  fuch  another  fellow  as  this  brother  of  mine  ?    I 
'  thought  indeed  his  behaviour  was  fomewhat  odd 

*  at  the  time.     I  fuppofe  he  overheard  me  whifper 

*  that  I  would   give    you  fatisfaftion,    and  thence 

*  concluded,    we  went  together  with    a   defign  of 

*  tilting.     D — n  the  fellow,  I   begin  to  grow  hear- 
'  tily  fick  of  him,  and  wifh  I  could  get  well  rid 

*  of  him  without  cutting  his  throat,  which  I  fome- 

*  times  apprehend  he  will  infift  on  my  doing,  as  a 

*  return  for  my  getting  him  made    a   lieutenant- 

*  colonel.' 

WhilH:  thefe  two  gentlemen  were  commenting 
on  the  chara'fler  of  the  third,  Amelia  and  her  com- 
pany returned,  and  all  prefently  came  up  flairs, 
not  only  the  children,  but  the  tv/o  ladies,  laden 
with  trinkets  as  if  they  had  been  come  from  a  fair. 
Amelia,  who  had  been  highly  delighted  all  the 
morning  with  the  excelTive  plcafure  which  her  chil- 
dren enjoyed,  when  flie  fav/  colonel  James  with  her 
hufband,  and  perceived  the  moll  manifefl  marks  of 
that  reconciliation  which  fhe  knew  had  been  fo 
long  and  fo  earneftly  wiflied  by  Booth,  became  fo 
iranfported  with  joy,  that  her  happinefs  was  fcarce 
capable  of  addition.  Exercife  had  painted  her  face 
with  vermilion  j  and  the  higheft  good-humour  had 
fo  fweetened  every  feature,  and  a  vaft  flow  of  fpirits 
had  fo  lightened  up  her  bright  eyes,  that  flie  was  all 
a  blaze  of  beauty.  She  fcemed,  indeed,  as  Milton 
fu blimely  defcribes  Eve, 

Vol.  VIII.  F  f  Adorn'd 
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Adorn'd 

With  what  all  Earth  or  Heaven  could  beftow 
To  make  her  amiable.' 

Again, 

Grace  was  in  all  her  fteps,  Heaven  in  her  eye. 
In  every  gciture,  dignity  and  love. 

Or,    as  Waller  fweetly,    though   lefs  fublimely, 

fmgs : 

Sweetnefs,  truth,  and  every  grace. 
Which  time  and  ufe  are  wont  to  teach. 
The  eye  may  in  a  moment  reach. 
And  read  diftindly  in  her  face. 

Or  to  mention  one  poet  more,  and  him  of  all 
the  Iweeteft,  flie  teemed  to  be  the  very  perfon  of 
whom  Suckling  wrote  the  following  lines,  where, 
fpeaking  of  Cupid,  he  fays, 

— All  his  lovely  looks,  his  pleafing  fires. 
All  his  fweet  motions,  all  his  taking  fmiles. 
All  that  awakes,  all  that  inflames  defires. 
All  that  fweetly  commands,  all  that  beguiles, 
.     He  does  into  one  pair  of  eyes  convey. 

And  there  begs  leave  that  he  himfelf  may  flay. 

Such  was  Amelia  at  this  time  when  fhe  entered  the 
room ;  and  having  paid  her  refpeds  to  the  colonel, 
fhe  went  up  to  her  hufband,   and  cried,,  '  O,  my 

*  dear !  never  were  any  creatures  fo  happy  as  your 
'  little  things  have  been  this  whole  morning  j  and 
«  all  owing  to  my  lord's  goodnefs;  fure  never  was 

*  any  thing  fo  good-natured  and  fo  generous !' — She 
then  made  the  children  produce  their  prefents,  the 
value  of  which  amounted  to  a  pretty  large  fum ;  far 

there 


Chap.  I.  AMELIA.  435 

there  was  a  gold  watch  amongft  the  trinkets  that  coft 
above  twenty  guineas. 

Inftead  of  difcovering  Co  much  fatisfaiftion  on  this 
occafion  as  Amelia  expected,  Booth  very  gravely 
anfwered,    *  And  pray,    my  dear,  how  are  we   to 

*  repay  all  thefe  obligations  to  his  lordfhip?'  «How 
'  can  you  alk  lb  ftrange  a  queftion  ?'  cries  Mrs.  El- 
lifon,  '  how  little  do  you  know  of  the  fciil  of  gene- 
'  rofity  (for  fure  my  coufin  deferves  that  name), 
'  when  you  call  a  few  little  trinkets  given   to  chil- 

*  dren,  an  obligation  ?'  *  Indeed,  my  dear,'  cries 
Amelia,  *  I  would  have  flopped  his  hand,  if  it  had 

*  been  pofTible;   nay,  I  was  forced  at  laft  abfohitely 

*  to  refufe,  or  I  believe  he  would  have  laid  a  hun- 

*  dred  pound  out  on  the  children  j  for  I  never  faw 

*  any  one  fo  fond  of  children,  which  convinces  me 

*  he  is  one  of  the  befl  of  men  ;  but  I  afk  your  par- 

*  don,  colonel,'  faid  fhe,  turning  to  him,  *  I  fhould 

*  not  entertain  you  with  thefe  fubjedsj  yet  I  kno\y 

*  you  have  goodnefs  enough  to  excufe  the  folly  of  a 

*  mother.' 

The  colonel  made  a  very  low  aflenting  bow;  and 
foon  after  they  all  fat  down  to  a  fmall  repaft;  for 
the  colonel  had  promifed  Booth  to  dine  with  him 
when  they  firft  came  home  together  i  and  what  he 
had  fince  heard  from  his  own  houfe,  gave  him  ftill 
lefs  inclination  than  ever  to  repair  thither. 

But  befides  both  thefe,  there  was  a  third  and 
ftronger  inducement  to  him  to  pafs  the  day  with  his 
friend  ;  and  this  was  the  defire  of  paffing  it  with  his 
friend's  wife.  When  the  colonel  had  iirfl:  feen  Ame- 
lia in  France,  flie  was  but  juft  recovered  from  a  con- 
fumptive  habit,  and  looked  pale  and  thinj  befides, 
his  engagements  with  Mifs  Bath  at  that  time  took 
total  polfefiion  of  him,  and  guarded  his  heart  from 
the  imprellions  of  another  woman  ;  and  when  he  had 
dined  with  her  in  town,  the  vexations  through  which 
fhe  had  lately  pafied,  had  fomcwhat  deadened  her 
beauty  ;  befides,  he  was  then  engaged,  as  we  have 
F  f  2  fcen^ 
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fden,  in  a  very  warm  purfuit  of  a  new  miftrefs;  but 
now  he  had  no  fuch  impediment  i  for  though  the 
reader  hath  juft  before  feen  his  warm  declarations 
of  a  pafTion  for  Mifs  Matthews,  yet  it  may  be  re- 
membered that  he  had  been  in  poflefTion  of  her  for 
above  a  fortnight  j  and  one  of  the  happy  properties 
of  this  kind  of  paffion  is,  that  it  can  with  equal 
violence  love  half  a  dozen,  or  half  a  fcore,  different 
objedls  at  one  and  the  fame  time. 

But  indeed  fuch  were  the  charms  now  difplayed 
by  Am.elia,  of  which  we  endeavoured  above  to  draw 
fome  faint  refemblance,  that  perhaps  no  other  beauty 
could  have  fecured  him  from  their  influence  j  and 
here  to  confefs  a  truth  in  his  favour,  however  the 
grave,  or  rather  the  hypocritical  part  of  mankind 
may  cenfure  it,  I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  that  to  with- 
draw admiration  from  exquifite  beauty,  or  to  feel  no 
delifrht  in  gazing  at  it,  is  as  im.pofilble  as  to  feel  no 
warmth  from  the  moil  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun. 
To  run  av/ay  is  all  that  is  in  our  power;  and  yet  in 
the  form.er  cafe,  if  it  muft  be  allowed  we  have  the 
power  of  running  away,  it  muft  be  allowed  alfo,  that 
it  requires  the  ftrongeft  refolution  to  execute  it;  for 
when,  as  Dryden  fays. 

All  Paradife  is  opened  in  a  face, 

how  natural  is  the  defire  of  going  thither !  and  how 
difficult  to  quit  the  lovely  profped  ! 

And  yet  however  difficult  this  may  be,  my  young 
readers,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  that  imme- 
diately too;  flatter  not  yourfelves  that  fire  will  not 
fcorch  as  well  as  warm,  and  the  longer  we  flay  within 
its  reach,  the  more  we  Ihall  burn.  The  admiration 
of  a  beautiful  woman,  thoueh  the  wife  of  our  dearefl 
friend,  may  at  firll  perhaps  be  innocent;  but  let  us 
not  flatter  ourfelves  it  will  always  remain  fo  j  defire 
is  fure  to  fucceed ;  and  wifiies,  hopes,  defigns,  with 
a  long  train  of  mifchiefs,  tread  clofe  at  our  heeisr 

In 
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In  affairs  of  this  kind  we  nnay  moll  properly  apply 
the  well-known  remark  o( 7temo  repente  fuit  turpijftmus. 
It  fares  indeed  with  us  on  this  occafion,  as  with  the 
unwary  traveller  in  fome  parts  of  Arabia,  the  defert, 
whom  the  treacherous  fands  imperceptibly  betray  till 
he  is  overwhelmed  and  Joft.  In  both  cafes  the  only 
fafety  is  by  withdrawing  our  ^ttt  the  very  firfl  mo- 
ment we  perceive  them  Aiding. 

This  digrefllon  may  appear  impertinent  to  fome 
readers  j  we  could  not,  however,  avoid  the  opportu- 
nity of  offering  the  above  hints  ;  fince  of  all  paffions 
there  is  none  againft  which  v/e  fhould  fo  ftrongly 
fortify  ourfelves  as  this,  which  is  generally  called 
love  J  for  no  other  lays  before  us,  efpecially  in  the 
tumultuous  days  of  youth,  fuch  fweet,  fuch  ftrong, 
and  almoft  irrefiftible  temptations;  none  hath  pro- 
duced in  private  life  fuch  fatal  and  lamentable  tra- 
gedies j  and  what  is  worf:  of  all,  there  is  none  to 
whofe  poifon  and  infatuation  the  beft  of  minds  are 
fo  liable.  Ambition  fcarce  ever  produces  any  evil, 
but  Vi/hen  it  reigns  in  cruel  and  favage  bofoms ;  and 
avarice  feidom  f^ouriflies  at  all  but  in  the  bafcil  and 
pooreft  foil.  Love,  on, the  contrary,  fprouts  ufually 
up  in  the  richefl  and  nobleft  minds;  but  there,  un- 
lefs  nicely  watched,  pruned,  and  cultivated,  and  care- 
fully kept  clear  of  thofe  vicious  v/eeds  which  are  too 
apt  to  furround  it,  it  branches  forth  into  wildnefs  and 
diforder,  produces  nothing  defirable,  but  chokes  up 
and  kills  whatever  is  good  and  noble  in  the  mind 
where  it  fo  abounds.  In  fliort,  to  drop  the  allegory, 
not  onlv  tendernefs  and  good-nature,  but  bravery, 
cenerofitv,  and  everv  virtue  are  often  made  the  in- 
ftruments  of  effeiling  the  molt  atrocious  purpofes 
of  this  all-fubduing  tyrant. 


F  f  1  CHAP. 


438  AMELIA.  Book  VI. 


CHAP.     II. 

Which  will  mi  appear ^   we  prefume.,   unnatural  to  all 
married  Readers* 

IF  the  tabic  of  poor  Booth  afForded  but  an  indif- 
ferent repaft  to  the  colonel's  hunger,  here  was 
moft  excellent  entertainment  of  a  much  higher  kind. 
The  colonel  began  now  to  wonder  within  himfelf  at 
his  not  having  before  difcovered  fuch  incomparable 
beauty  and  excellence.  This  wonder  was  indeed  fo 
natural,  that,  left  it  (liould  arife  likewife  in  the  read- 
er, we  thought  proper  to  give  the  folution  of  it  in 
the  preceding  chapter. 

During  the  firft  two  hours,  the  colonel  fcarce  ever 
had  his  eyes  off  from  Amelia;  for  he  was  taken  by 
furprize,  and  his  heart  was  gone  before  he  fufpeclcd 
himfelf  to  be  in  any  danger.  His  mind,  however, 
no  fooner  fuggefted  a  certain  fecret  to  him,  than  it 
fuggefted  fome  degree  of  prudence  to  him  at  the 
fame  time  j  and  the  knowledge  that  he  had  thoughts 
to  conceal,  and  the  care  of  concealing  them,  had 
birth  at  one  and  the  fame  inftant.  During  the  re- 
fidue  of  the  day, therefore,  he  grew  more  eircum- 
fpeft,  and  contented  himfelf  with  now  and  then 
llealing  a  look  by  chance,  efpecially.as  the  miore  than 
ordinary  graviry  of  Booth  made  him  fear,  that  his 
former  behaviour  had  betrayed  to  Booth's  cbfer- 
vation  the  great  and  fudden  liking  he  had  conceived 
for  his  wife,  even  before  he  had  obferved  it  in  him- 
felf. 

Amelia  continued  the  whole  day  in  the  higheil  fpi- 
rits  and  higheffc  good-humour  imaginable  ;  never 
once  remarking  that  appearance  of  difconrent  in  her 
hufband,  of  v/hich  the  colonel  had  taken  notice ;  fo 
inuch  more  quick-fighted,  as  we  have  fomewhere 
^Ife  hinted,  is  guilt  than  innocence.  Whether  Booth 
had  in  reality  made  any  fuch  obfervations  on  the  co- 
lonel's 
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ionel's  behaviour  as  he  had  fufpeded,  we  will  not 
undertake  to  determine;  yet  fo  far  may  be  material 
to  fay,  as  we  can  with  fufficient  certainty,  that  the 
change  in  Booth's  behaviour  that  day  from  what 
was  uiual  with  him,  was  remarkable  enough.  None 
of  his  former  vivacity  appeared  in  his  ronverfation  ; 
and  his  countenance  was  altered  from  being  the 
piclure  of  fweetnefs  and  good-humour,  not  indeed 
to  fournefs  or  morofenefs,  but  to  gravity  and  me- 
i  an  c  holy. 

Though  the  colonel's  fufpicion  had  the  effed  which 
we  have  mentioned  on  his  behaviour;  yet  it  could 
not  perfuade  him  to  depart.  In  fhort,  he  fat  in  his 
chair  as  if  confined  to  it  by  enchantment,  dealing 
looks  now  and  then,  and  humouring  his  growing 
pafTion,  without  having  command  enough  over  his 
limbs  to  carry  him  out  of  the  room,  till  decency  at 
laft  forced  him  to  put  an  end  to  his  prepofterous  vifit. 
When  the  hufband  and  wife  were  left  alone  toge«> 
ther,  the  latter  relumed  the  lubject  of  her  children, 
and  gave  Booth  a  particular  narrative  of  all  that 
had  paffed  at  his  lordfhip's,  which  he,  though  fome- 
thing  had  certainly  difconcerted  him,  affefled  to 
receive  with  all  the  pleafure  he  could ;  and  this 
affecflation,  however  awkwardly  he  acftcd  his  part, 
paffed  very  well  on  Amelia;  for  fhe  could  not  well 
conceive  a  difpleafure,  of  which  flie  had  not  the 
leaft  hint  of  any  caufe;  and  indeed  at  a  time, 
when,  from  his  reconciliation  with  James,  Hie  ima- 
gined her  hufband  to  be  entirely  and  peiftdly 
happy. 

The  greatefl:  part  of  that  night  Booth  pafl  awake  ; 
and  if  during  the  refidue  he  might  be  faid  to  fleep, 
he  could  fcarce  be  faid  to  enjoy  repofe;  his  eyes 
■were  no  fooner  clofcd,  than  he  was  purllied  and 
haunted  by  the  moft  frightful  and  terrifying  dreams, 
which  threw  him  into  fo  relllcl's  a  condition,  that  he 
foon  difturbed  his  Amelia),  and  greatly  alaniicd  her 
with  apprehenfions  that  he  had  been  fcizcd  by  fomc 
I:  f  ^  dreadful 


440  AMELIA.  Book  VI* 

dreadfui  difeafe,  though  he  had  not  the  lead  fymp- 
toms  of  a  fever  by  any  extraordinary  heat,  or  any 
other  indication,  but  was  rather  colder  than  ufual. 

As  Booth  affured  his  wife  that  he  was  very  well, 
but  found  no  inclination  to  fleep,  fhe  likewife  bid 
adieu  to  her  (lumbers,  and  attempted  to  entertain 
him  with  her  converfation.  Upon  which  his  lord- 
fhip  occurred  as  the  firft  topic  j  and  fhe  repeated  to 
him  all  the  ftories  which  fhe  had  heard  from  Mrs, 
Ellifon,  of  the  peer's  goodnefs  to  his  fifter  and  his 
rephew  and  niece.  *  It  is  impofiible,  my  dear,' 
fays  (he,  '  to  defcribe  their  fondnefs  for  their  uncle, 

*  which  is  to  me  an  incontefiible  fign  of  a  parent's 

*  goodnefs.' — In  this  manner  fhe  ran  on  for  feveral 
minutes,  concluding  at  laft,  that  it  was  pity  fo  very 
few  had  fuch  generous  minds  joined  to  immenfc  for- 
tunes. 

Booth,  inftead  of  making  a  direct  anfwer  to  what 
Amelia  had  faid,  cried  coldly,  ^  But  do  you  think, 
'  my  dear,  it  was  right  to  accept  all  thofe  expen- 

*  five  toys  which  the  children  brought  home  ?  And 

*  I  afk  vou  again,  what  return  we  are  to  make  for 
^  thefe  obligations  ?' 

*  Indeed,  my  dear,'  cries  Amelia,  *  you  fee  this 
<  matter  in  too  ierious  a  light.     Though  I  am  the 

*  laft  perlon  in  the  world  who  would  leflen  his  lord- 
«  fliip's   goodnefs  (indeed  I   fhall  always   think  we 

*  are  both  infinitely  obliged  to  him),  yet  fure  you 

*  rnuft  allov/  the  expence  to  be  a  mere  trifle  to  fuch 

*  a  vail  fortune.  As  for  return,  his  own  benevo- 
^  lence,  in  thefatisfadlion  it  receives,  more  than  repays 

*  itfelf,  and  I  am  convinced  he  expeds  no  other.' 

*  Very  well,  my  dear,'  cries  Booth,  '  you  (hall  have 
^  it  your  way  j  I  muft  confefs  I  never  yet  faw   any 

*  reafon  to  blam.e  your  dilccrnmentj  and  perhaps  I 

*  have  been  in  the  wrong  to  give  myfelf  fo  much 

*  uneafinefs  on  this  account.' 

'  Uneafinefs!  child,' faid  Amelia  eagerly,  'Good 
?  "Heavens !  h^th  this  made  you  uneafy  V 

«  I  do 
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*  I  do  own  it  hath,'  anfwered  Booth,  '  and  it 
«  hath    been    the   only  caufe  of  breaking  my  re- 

*  pofe.' 

«  Why  then  I  wilh/  cries  Amelia,  <  all  the  things 
«  had  been  at  the  devil,  before  ever  the  children  had 
'  feen  themj  and  whatever  I  may  think  myfelf,  I 
'  promile    you,    they  fhall  never  more  accept  the 

*  value  of  a  farthing — If  upon  this  occafion,  1  liave 

*  been  the  caufe  of  your  uneafinefs,  you  will  do  me 

*  the  juftice   to    believe    that  I  was  totally   inno- 

<  cent.' 

At  thofe  words  Booth  caught  her  in  his  arms,  and 
with  the  tendereft  embrace,  emphatically  repeating 
the  word  innocent,  cried — '  Heaven  forbid  I  fhould 

*  think  otherwife,  O,  thou  art  the  bell  of  creatures 

*  that  ever  blefled  a  man  !' 

Well  but,  laid  flie,  fmiling — Do  confefs,  my  dear, 
the  truth  j  I  promife  you  '  I  won't  blame  you  nor 
'  difefteem  you  for  itj  but  is  not  pride  really  at  the 
'  bottom  of  this  fear  of  an  obligation  ?' 

'  Perhaps  it  may,'  anfwered  he,  '  or  if  you  will, 
«  you  may  call  it  fear.     I  own  I   am  afraid  of  ob- 

<  ligations,   as   the  worft  kind  of  debts;    for  I  have 
'  generally  obferved  thofe  who  confer  them,  expert 

*  to  be  repaid  ten  thoufand  fold.' 

Here  ended  all  that  is  material  of  their  difcourfe; 
and  a  little  time  afterwards,  they  both  fell  faft  afleep 
in  one  another's  arms-,  from  which  time  Booth  had 
no  more  reftleirnels,  nor  any  further  perturbation  in 
bis  dreams. 

Their  repofe,  however,  had  been  fo  much  diflurb- 
ed  in  the  former  part  of  the  nighr,  that,  as  it  was 
very  late  before  they  enjoyed  that  fweet  fleep  I  have 
juft  mentioned,  they  lay  abed  the  next  day  till  noon, 
when  they  both  role  with  the  utmolt  cheerfulncfs  ; 
and  while  Amelia  bedirred  herfelf  in  the  affairs  of 
her  family.  Booth  went  to  vilit  the  wounded  co- 
ionel, 

lie 
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He  found  that  gentleman  ftill  proceeding  very 
faft  in  his  recovery,  with  which  he  was  more  pleafed 
than  he  had  reafon  to  be  with  his  reception  i  for  the 
colonel  received  him  very  coldly  indeed,  and  when 
Booth  told  him,  he  had  received  perfect  fatisfaftion 
from  his  brother,  Bath  eredted  his  head,  and  an- 
fwered  with  a  fneer,  *  Very  well.  Sir,  if  you  think 

*  thefe  matters  can  be  fo  made  up,  d — n  me,  if  it 

<  is   any  bufinefs  of  mine.     My  dignity  hath   not 

*  been  injured.' 

<  No  one,  I  believe,'  cries  Booth,  *  dare  injure 

<  it.' 

<  You  believe  fo  !'  faid  the  colonel ;  « I  think.  Sir, 
«  you  might  be  alTured  of  it  j  but  this,  at  leaft,  you 
'  may  be   aiTured  of,  that  if  any  man  did,  I  would 

*  tumble  him  down  the  precipice  of  hell,  d — n  me, 

<  that  you  may  be  afTured  of.' 

As  Booth  found  the  colonel  in  this  difpofition,  he 
had  no  great  inclination  to  lengthen  out  his  vifit, 
nor  did  the  colonel  himfelf  feem  to  defire  icj  fo  he 
foon  returned  back  to  his  Amelia,  whom  he  found 
performing  the  office  of  a  cook,  with  as  much  plea- 
fure  as  a  fine  lady  generally  enjoys  in  drefTing  herfelf 
out  for  a  ball. 


CHAP.     III. 

In  which  the  Hijiory  looks  a  little  backwards, 

EFORE  we  proceed  farther  in  our  hiftory, 
we  fhall  recount  a  fhort  fcene  to  our  reader 
which  pafied  between  Amelia  and  Mrs.  Ellifon, 
whiirt  Booth  was  on  his  vifit  to  colonel  Bath.  We 
have  already  obferved,  that  Amelia  had  conceived 
an  extraordinary  afFe(5lion  for  Mrs.  Bennet,  V7hich 
had  ftill  encreafed  every  time  fi:ie  faw  herj  (he 
thought  (he  difcovered  fomething  v/onderfully  good 
and   gentle   in    her  countenance    and   difpofitionj 

*in4 
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and  was  very  defirous  of  knowing  her  whole  hif- 
tory. 

She  had  a  very  fhort  interview  with  that  lady  this 
morning  in  Mrs.  Ellifon's  apartment.  As  fooii 
therefore  as  Mrs.  Bennet  was  gone,  Amelia  ac- 
quainted Mrs.  Ellifon  with  the  good  opinion  flie 
had  conceived  of  her  friend,  and  likewife  with  her 
curiofity  to  know  her  flory  :    '  For  there  mull  be 

*  fomething  uncommonly  good,'  faid  Ihe,  *  in  one 

*  who  can  fo  truly  mourn  for  a  hufband  above  three 

*  years  after  his  death.' 

*  O  !'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon,    *  to  be  fure  the  world 

*  mufl:   allow   her  to  have  been  one  of  the  beft  of 

*  wives.  And  indeed,  upon  the  whole,  fhe  is  a  good 
'  fort  of  wom.an  :    and  what  I  like  her  the  beft  for, 

*  is  a  ftrong  refemblance  that  flic  bears  to  yourfelf 
^  in  the  form  of  her  perfon,  and  ftill  more  in  her 

*  voice.     But  for  my  own  part,  I  know  nothing  re- 

*  markable  in  her  fortune,  unlefs  what  I  have  told 

*  you,   that  flie  was  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman, 

*  had  little  or  no  fortune,  and  married  a  poor  par- 
^  fon  for  love,  who  left  her  in  the  utmofl  diftrefs. 
'  If  you   pleafe,  I  will  fhew  you  a  letter  which  Hie 

*  writ  to  me  at  that  time,  though  I  infift  upon  your 
'  promife  never  to  mention  it  to  herj    indeed,  you 

*  will  be  the  firft  perlbn  I  ever  fliewed  it  to.'  She 
then  opened  herfcru'.oire,  and  taking  out  the  letter, 
delivered  it  to  Amelia,  laying,  *  There,  Madam, 
<  is,  I  believe,  as  fine  a  pid:i{re  of  dillrefs  as  caa 
"^  well  be  drawn.' 

'  Dear  Madam, 

*  As  I  have  no  other  friend  on  earth  but  yourl'clf, 

*  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  writing  to  you  at  this 
f  feafon  j  though  I  do  not  know  that  you  can  relieve 

*  my  didrenVs,  or  if  you  can,  have  I  any  pretence  to 

*  expe6l  that  you  fliould.     My  poor  dear,  O  Hea- 

*  vens — my lies  dead  in  the  Iioufe;   and  after  I 

^  liad  procured  fuilicient  to  bury  him,  a  fet  of  ruf- 

*  fia.-.s 
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<  fians  have  entered  my  houfe,  felzed  all  I  have, 

«  have  feized  his  dear,  dear  corpfe,  and  threaten  to 

*  deny  it  burial.     For  Heaven's  fake,   fend  me,  at 

*  leaft,  fome  advice  j    little  Tommy  flands  now  by 
'  me   crying  for  bread,  v/hich  I  have  not  to  give 

*  him. — I  can  fay  no  more  than  that  I  am.  Your 

*  mofc  diftreffed  humble  fervant, 

'  M.  Bennet/ 

Amelia  read  the  letter  over  twice,  and  then 
returning  it,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  afked  how 
the  poor  creature  could  poITibly  get  through  fuch 
diltrefs. 

<  You  may  depend  upon  it.  Madam,'  faid  Mrs. 
Ellifon,  *  the  mom.ent  I  read  this  account,  I  ported 

away  immediately  to  the  lady.  As  to  the  feizing 
the  body,  that  I  found  was  a  mere  bugbear  j  but 
all  the  reft  was  literally  true.  I  lent  immediately 
for  the  fame  gentleman,  that  I  recommended  to 
Mr.  Booth,  left  the  care  of  burying  the  corpfe  to 
him,  and  brought  my  friend  and  her  lictle  boy  im- 
mediately away  to  my  own  houfe,  where  Cae  re- 
mained fome  months  in  the  moft  miferable  condi- 
tion. I  then  prevailed  with  her  to  retire  into  the 
country,  and  procured  her  a  lodging  with  a  friend 
at  St.  Edmundfbury,  the  air  and  gaiety  of  which 
place  by  degrees  recovered  her;  and  (he  returned 
in  about  a  twelvemonth  to  town,  as  well,  I  think, 
as  fhe  is  at  prcfent.' 

<  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  afix,'  cries  Amelia  j  *  and 
yet  I  long  methinks  to  know  what  is  become  of  the 
poor  little  boy.' 

<  He  hath  been  dead,'  faid  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  a  little 
more  than  half  a  year ;  and  the  mother  lamiented 
him  at  firft  almoft  as  much  as  fne  did  her  hufband; 
but  I  found  it  indeed  rather  an  eafier  matter  to 
comfort  her,  though  I  fat  up  with  her  near  a  fort- 
night upon  the  lauer  occafion.' 

^       '  «  You 
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<  You  are  a  good  creature,'  faid  Amelia,  «  and  I 

-t  love  you  dearly.'  ,  ,  ,  r 

«  Alas !  Madam,'  cries  {he,  *  what  could  1  have 

<  done,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  goodnels  of  that 
«  beft  of  men,  my  noble  coufin  !    His  lordfhip  no 

<  fooner  heard  of  the  widow's  dillrefs  from  me,  than 

<  he   immediately    fettled    one   hundred^  and    fifty 

<  pounds  a  year  upon  her  during  her  life.' 

«  Well !  how  noble,  how  generous  was  that .   laid 
Amelia.     *  I  declare  1  begin  to  love  your  coufin, 

<  Mrs.  Ellifon.' 

'  And  I  declare  if  vou  do,'  anfwered  flie,  '  there 

<  is  no  love  loft,  I  ve'rilv  believe;   if  you  had  heard 
'  what    I    heard   him   fay   yefterday   behind   your 

*  back '  ,^,,.^     ,,       . 

'  Why,    what  did  he  fay,   Mrs.  lilhfon  r    cries 

Amelia. 

<  He  faid,'  anfwered  the  other,  «  that  you  was  the 
«  fineft  woman  his  eyes  ever  beheld.— Ah  1  it  is  in 
«  vain  to  wilh,  and  vet  I  cannot  help  wiHiing  too.— 

<  O  Mrs.  Booth  !  if  you  had  been  a  fingle  woman,  I 
'  firmly  believe  1  could  have  made  you  the  happielt 

<  m  the  world.  And  I  fincerely  ^think,  I  never  faw 
«  a  woman  who  deferved  it  more.' 

«  I  am  obliged  to  you.  Madam,'  cries  Amelia, 

*  for  your  good  opinion  j  but  I  really  look  on  my- 
«  felf  already  as  the  happiell  woman  in  the  world. 
'  Our  circumftances,  it  is  true,  might  have  been  a 

<  little  more  fortunate  ;  but,  O  my  dear  Mrs.  Elli- 
«  fon  !   what  fortune  can  be  put  in  the  balance  with 

*  fuch  a  hufband  as  mine  ?' 

*  I  am  afraid,  dear  Madam,'  anfwered  Mrs.  Elli- 
fon, '  you  would  not  hold  the  fcale  fairly.— I  ac- 

*  knowledge   indeed,  Mr.  Booth   is   a  very  pretty 

*  gentleman  ;  Heaven  forbid  I  lliould  endeavour  to 

<  leflen  him  in  your  opinion;   yet,  if  1  was  to  be 

<  brought  to  confefTion,  I  could  not  help  laying,  I 
«  fee  where  the  fuperiority  lies,  and  that  the  men 

*  have 
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*  have  more  reafon  to  envy  Mr.  Booth,  than  the 
«  women  have  to  envy  his  lady.' 

'  Nay,    1  will    not    bear    this,'    replied  Amelia. 

*  You  will  forfeit  all  my  love,  if  you  have  the  leaft 

*  difrefpe6lful  opinion  of  my  hufband. — You  do  not 

*  know  him,  Mrs.  Ellifon,  he  is  the  beil,  the  kind- 

*  eft,  the  wortiiiePc  of  all  his  fex.     I  have  obferved, 

*  indeed,  once  or  twice  before,  that  you  have  taken 

*  fome  diOike  to  him.  I  cannot  conceive  for  what 
«  reafon.  If  he  hath  faid  or  done  any  thing  to  dif- 
'  oblige  you,  I  am  fure  I  can  juftly  acquit  him  of 

<  defign.     His  extreme  vivacity  makes  him  fome- 

*  times  a  little  too  heedlefs ;  bur,  I  am  convinced, 
«  a  more  innocent  heart,  or  one  more  void  of  offence, 
«  was  never  in  a  human  bofom.* 

*  Nay,  if  you  grow  ferious,'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  I 

*  have  done.  How  is  it  pofTible  you  (hould  fufpe<5t 
«  I  had  taken  any  diflike  to  a  man,  to  whom  I  have 

<  always  fhewn  fo  perfcdl  a  regard  1    but  to  fay  I 

*  think  him,  or  almoil  any  other  man  inthe  world, 
'  worthy  of  yourfelf,  is  not  within  my  power  with 
»  truth.     And  fince  you  force  the  confefTion  from 

*  me,  I  declare,  I  think  fuch  beauty,    fuch  fcnfe, 

*  and  fuch  goodnefs  united,  might  afpire  without 
«  vanity  to  the  arms  of  any  monarch  in  Europe.' 

'  Alas  !   my  dear  Mrs.  Ellifon,'  anfvvered  Amelia, 

*  do  you  think  happinefs  and  a  crown  fo  clofely 

*  united  ?  how  many  miferable  women  have  lain  in 

<  the  arms  of  kings  ? — Indeed,  Mrs.  Ellifon,  if  I 
«  had  all  the  merit  you  compliment  me  with,  I 
'  ftiould  think  it  all  fully  rewarded  with  fuch  a  man 
»  as,  I  thank  Heaven,  hath  fallen  to  my  lot;    nor 

<  would  I,  upon  my  foul,  exchange  that  lot  with 

<  any  queen  in  the  univerfe.' 

<  Well,  there   are   enow  of  our  fex,*  faid  Mrs. 
Ellifon,    '  to  keep  you  in  countenance;   but  I  fhall 

<  never  forget  the  beginning  of  a  fong  of  Mr.  Con- 

<  greve's,  that  my  hufband  was  fo  fond  of,  that  he 

<  was  always  fmging  it. 

*  Love's 
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*  Love's  but  a  frailty  of  the  mind, 

*  When  'tis  not  with  ambition  join'd. 

Love  without  intereft  makes  but  an  unfavory  difh 
in  my  opinion.' 

'  And  pray  how  long  hath  this  been  your  opi- 
nion ?'  faid  Amelia,  fmiling. 

'  Ever  fince  I  was  born,'  anfwered  Mrs.  Ellifon, 
at  leaft,  ever  fince  I  can  remember.' 

'  And  have  you  never,'  faid  Amelia,  «  deviated 
from  this  generous  way  of  thinking?' 

*  Never  once,'  anfwered  the  other,  '  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  life.' 

«  O  Mrs.  Ellifon!  Mrs,  Ellifon  !'  cries  Amelia, 
why  do  we  ever  blame  thofe  who  are  difingenuous 
in  confefling  their  faults,  when  we  are  fo  often 
afliamed  to  own  ourfelves  in  the  right.  Some  wo- 
men now,  in  my  fituation,  would  be  angry  that 
you  had  not  made  confidantes  of  them  i  but  I  ne- 
ver defire  to  know  more  of  the  fecrets  of  others, 
than  they  are  pleafed  to  entruft  me  with.  You 
muft  believe,  however,  that  I  fliould  not  have 
given  you  thefe  hints  of  my  knowing  all,  if  I  had 
difapproved  of  your  choice.  On  the  contrary,  I 
aflure  you,  I  liighly  approve  it.  The  gentility  he 
wants,  it  will  be  eafy  in  your  power  to  procure 
for  him  ;  and  as  for  his  good  qualities,  I  will  my- 
felf  be  bound  for  them  j  and  I  make  not  the  lead 
doubt,  as  you  have  owned  to  me  yourfelf,  that 
you  have  placed  your  alTecflions  on  liim,  you  wiM 
be  one  of  the  happieft  women  in  the  world.' 

'  Upon   my   honour,'    cries   Mrs.   Ellifon,    very 
gravely,    *  i  do  not  underfland  one  word  of  what 

*  you  mean.' 

*  Upon  my  honour,  you  aftonifli  me,  '  faid  Ame- 
lia ;   *   bur  I  have  done.' 

'  Nay  then,'  faid  the  othcr^  '  I  infill  upon  know- 

*  ing  what  you  mean.' 

t  *  Why, 
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<  Why,    what    can    I   mean,*   anfwered  Amelia, 
'  but  your  marriage  with  ierjeant  Atkinfon  ?' 

<  With  ferjeant  Atkinfon  !'  cries  Mrs.  EUifon  ea- 
gerly, '  my  marriage  with  a  ferjeant?' 

*  Well,  with  Mr*  Atkinfon  then.  Captain  Atkin- 
*  fon,  if  you  pleafe  j   for  fo  I  hope  to  fee  him.' 

'  And  have  you  really  no  better  opinion  of  me,' 
faid  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  than  to  imagine  me  capable  of 
fuch  condefcenfion  ?  What  have  1  done,  dear 
Mrs.  Booth,  to  deferve  fo  low  a  place  in  your 
efteem  ?  I  find,  indeed,  as  Solomon  fays,  fVomen 
ought  to  watch  the  door  of  their  lips.  How  little 
did  I  imagine  that  a  little  harmlefs  freedom  in 
difcourfe,  could  perfuade  any  one  that  I  could 
entertain  a  ferious  intention  of  difgracing  my  fa- 
mily !  for  of  a  very  good  family  am  I  come,  I 
affure  you,  Madam,  though  I  now  let  lodgings. 
Few  of  my  lodgers,  I  believe,  ever  came  of  a 
better.' 

'  If  I  have  offended  you.  Madam,*  faid  Amelia, 
I  am  very  forry,  and  alk  your  pardon  j  but  be- 
fides  wliat  I  heard  from  yourfelf,  Mr.  Booth  told 
me ' 

<  O  yes  1'  anfwered  Mrs.  Ellifon,  *  Mr.  Booth,  I 
know,  is  a  very  good  friend  of  mine. — Indeed,  I 
know  you  better  than  to  think  it  could  be  your 
own  fufpicion. — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Mr. 
Booth  truly.' 

«  Nay,'  cries  Amelia,  '  the  ferjeant  himfelf  is  in 
fault;  for  Mr.  Booth,  I  am  pofitive,  only  re-* 
peated  what  he  had  from  him.* 

*  Impudent  coxcomb  !'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon.  '  I 
fhall  know  how  to  keep  fuch  fellows  at  a  proper 
diftance  for  the  future — I  will  tell  you,  dear  Ma- 
dam, all  that  happened.  When  I  rofe  in  the 
morning,  I  found  the  fellow  waiting  in  the  entry  j 
and  as  you  had  expreft  fome  regard  for  him  as 
your  fofter-brother,  nay,  he  is  a  very  genteel  fel- 
low, that  I  mud  own,  I  fcolded  my  maid  for  not 
3  *  fhewing 
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*  fhewing  him  into  my  little  back-room  ;   and  I  then 

*  afked  him  to  walk  into  the  parlour.  Could  I  have 
'  imagined  he  would  have  conftrued  fuch  little  civi- 

*  lity  into  an  encouragement.' 

'  Nay,  I  will  have  juftice  done  to  my  poor  bro- 

*  ther  too,'  laid  Amelia.     '  I  myfelf  have  feen  you 

*  give  him  much  greater  encouragement  than  that.* 

'  Well,  perhaps  I  have,'  faid  Mrs.  Eilifon.     '  I 

*  have  been  always  too  unguarded  in  my  fpeech,  and 

*  cannot  anfvver  for  all  I  have  faid.'  She  then  be- 
gan to  change  her  note,  and  with  an  affetted  laugh, 
turned  all  into  ridicule;  and  foon  afterwards  the 
two  ladies  feparated,  both  in  apparent  good-humour; 
and  Amelia  went  about  thole  domeltic  offices,  in 
which  Mr.  Booth  found  her  engaged  at  the  end  of 
the  preceding  chapter. 

CHAP.     IV, 

Containing  a  z-ery  extraordinary  incident, 

IN  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Booth,  with  Amelia  and 
her  children,  went  to  refrefh  themfelves  in  the 
Park.  The  converfation  now  turned  on  what  pad 
in  the  morning  with  Mrs.  Eilifon,  the  latter  part  of 
the  dialogue,  I  mean,  recorded  in  the  laft  chapter. 
Amelia  told  her  hufband,  that  Mrs.  Eilifon  fo 
Itrongly  denied  all  intentions  to  marry  the  ferjeant, 
that  Ihe  had  convinced  her  the  poor  fellow  was  un- 
der an  error,  and  had  miftaken  a  little  too  much 
levity  for  ferious  encouragernent ;  and  concluded, 
by  defiring  Booth  not  to  jelt  with  her  any  more  on 
thac  fubje(ft. 

Booth   burft   into  a  laugh,   at  what  liis  wife  faid. 
'  My  dear  creature,'  faid  he,    *  how  eafy  is  thv  ho- 

*  nelly  and  fimplicity  to  be  impofcd  on  !    how  little 

*  doft  thou  guefs  at  the  art  and  falfehood  of  women  ! 

*  1  knew  a  young  lady,  who,  againit   her  father's 

*  confent,  was  married  to  a  brother  officer  of  mine. 
Vol.  VIII.  G  o-  '  And 
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«  And  as  I  often  ufed  to  walk  with  her  (for  I 
'  knew  her  father  intimately  well),  (he  would  of  her 

*  own  accord  take  frequent  occafions  to  ridicule  and 
«  vilify  her  hufband  (for  fo  he  was  at  the  time),  and 
'  expreft  great  wonder  and  indignation  at  the  re- 
'  port  which  flie  allowed  to  prevail,  that  fhe  fliould 

*  condefcend  ever   to  look   at  fuch  a  fellow,   with 

*  any  other  defign  than  of  laughing  at,  and  de- 
'  fpifing  him.      The  marriage  afterwards  became 

*  publicly    owned,     and    the     lady    was    reputably 

*  brought-to-bed.  Since  which,  I  have  often  fcen 
'  hcri  nor  hath  flie  ever  appeared  to  be  in  the 
«  leaft    afliamed   of    what   fhe    had    formerly   faid, 

*  though,   indeed,  I  believe  (lie  hates  me  heartily 

*  for  having  heard  it/ 

'  But  for  what  reafon,'  cries  Amelia,  '  fliould  (he 
'  deny  a  fad:,   when  (he  muft  be  fo  certain  of  our 

*  difcovering  it,  and  that  immediately  ?' 

*  I  cannot  anfwer  what  end  fhe  may  propofe,'  faid 
Booth      '   Sometimes  one   would    be   almofb   per- 

*  fuaded  that  there  v/as  a  pleafure  in  lying  itfelf, 

*  But  this  I  am  certain,  that  I  would  believe  the 
'  honeft  ferjeant  on  his  bare  word,  fooner  than  I 
'  would   fifty   Mrs.  Ellifons  on  oath,      I  am  con- 

*  vinced  he  would  not  have  faid  what  he  did  to  me, 

*  without    the   flrongeft   encouragement  ;     and,    1 

*  think,  after  what  we  have  been  both  witnefTes  to, 

*  it  requires  no  great  confidence  in  his  veracity,  to 

*  give  him  an  unlimited  credit  with  regard  to  the 

*  lady's  behaviour.' 

To  this  Amelia  made  no  reply;  and  they  dif- 
courfed  of  other  matters  durine:  the  remainder  of  a 
very  pleafant  walk. 

When  they  returned  home,  Amelia  was  furprifed 
to  find  an  appearance  of  diforder  in  her  apartment. 
Several  of  the  trinkets,  which  his  lordfliip  had  given 
the  children,  layabout  the  room;  and  a  fuitof  her 
own  clothes  which  fhe  had  left  in  her  drawers,  was 
now  difplayed  upon  the  bed, 

She 
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She  immediately  fummoned  her  little  girl  lip 
flairs,  who,  as  fhe  plainly  perceived  the  moment  fhe 
came  up  with  a  candle,  had  half  cried  her  eyes  out; 
for  though  the  girl  had  opened  the  door  to  them, 
as  it  was  almofl:  dark,  fhe  had  not  taken  any  notice 
of  this  phaenomenon  in  her  countenance. 

The  girl  now  fell  down  upon  her  knees,  and  cried, 
— '  For  Heaven's  fake.  Madam,  do  not  be  angry 
'  with  me.  Indeed,  I  was  left  alone  in  the  houfe  ; 
'  and  hearing  fomebody  knock  at  the  door,  I  open- 
'  ed  it,  I  am  lure  thinking  no  harm.  I  did  noC 
'  know  but  it  might  have  been  you,  or  my  mafter, 

*  or  madam  EUifon  j  and  immediately  as  I  did,   the 

*  rogue  burlt  in  and  ran  direflly  up  ftairs,  and  what 

*  he  hath  robbed  you  of  I  cannot  tell  j  but  I  am 
'  fure  1  could  not  help  it;  for  he  was  a  great  fwing- 
'  ing  man,  with  a  piftol  in  each  hand ;  and,  if  I 
'  had  dared  to  call  out,  to  be  fure  he  would  have 
'  killed  me.     I  am  fure  I  was  never  in  lu^h  a  fright 

*  in   my  born  days,  whereof  I  am  ha'-dly  come  to 

*  myfelf  yet.     I   believe  he  is  fomewhcre  about  the 

*  houfe  yet;  for  I  never  faw  him  go  out.' 
Amelia  difcovered  fome  little  alarm  at  this  nar- 
rative, but  much  lefs  than  many  other  ladies  would. 
have  (hewn  j  for  a  fright  is,  1  believe,  fome  time 
laid  hold  of  as  an  opportunity  of  difclofing  feveral 
charms  peculiar  to  that  occafion.  And  which,  as 
Mr.  Addifon  fays  of  certain  virtues, 

fliun  the  day,  and  lie  conceal'd 


In  the  fmooth  feafons,  and  the  calms  of  life. 

Booth  having  opened  the  window,  and  fummoned 
in  two  chairmen  to  his  alTifhance,  proceeded  to  fearcli 
the  houfe  i  but  all  to  no  purpofe;  the  thief  was 
flown,  though  the  poor  girl,  in  her  flate  of  terror, 
had  not  feen  him  efcape. 

But  now  a  circumftance  appeared  which  greatly 
furprifed  both  Booth  and  Amelia;  indeed,  I  believe 

G  g  2  it 
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it  will  have  the  fame  efFecl  on  the  reader ;  and  this 
was,  that  the  thief  had  taken  nothing  with  him. 
He  had,  indeed,  tumbled  over  all  Booth's  and 
Amelia's  clothes,  and  the  children's  toys,  but  had 
left  all  behind  him, 

Am.elia  was  fcarce  more  pleafed  than  aftoniflied  at 
this  difcovery,  and  re-examined  the  girl,  afluring 
her  of  an  abfolute  pardon,  if  fhe  confefTed  the  truth, 
but  grievoufly  threatening  her  if  fhe  was  found 
guilty  of  the   lead  falfehood.      '  As  for  a  thief, 

*  child/  fays  fhe,  *  that  is  certainly  wot  truej  you 
'  have  had  fomebody  with  you,  to  whom  you  have 

*  been  fhewing  the  things  -,  therefore  tell  me  plainly 

*  who  it  was.' 

The  girl  protefted  in  the  folemnefl:  manner  that 
fhe  knew  not  the  perfon;  but  as  to  fome  circum- 
ftances  flie  began  to  vary  a  little  from  her  firft  ac- 
count, particularly  as  to  the  piftols ;  concerning 
•which,  being  ftrictly  examined  by  Booth,  Ihe  at 
laft  cried, — '  To  be  fure.   Sir,  he  mud  have  had 

*  piilols  about  him.'  And  inRead  of  perfifting  in 
his  having  ruflied  in  upon  her,  ihe  now  confefled, 
that  he  had  afked  at  the  door  for  her  mafter  and 
miftrefs ;  and  that  at  his  defire  ilie  had  fhewn  him 
up  ftairs,  where  he  at  firfl;  faid  he  would  Hay  till 
their  return  home  j    *  but,  indeed,'  cried  flie,    *  I 

*  thought  no  harm  j  for  he  looked  like  a  gentle- 
^  man-like  fort  of  man.     And,  indeed,  fo  I  thought 

*  he  was  for  a  good  while,  whereof  he  fat  down  and 

*  behaved  himfelf  very  civilly,  till  he  faw  fome  of 
'^  mafter's  and  mifs's  things  upon  the  cheft  of  draw- 

*  ersj  whereof  he  cried,  "  heyday  I   what's  here?'* 

*  and  then  he  fell  to  tumbling  about  the  things  like 
<  any  mad.  Then  I  thinks,  thinks  I  to  myfelf,  to 
f  be  fure  he  is  a  highwayman,  whereof  I  did  not 
•^  dare  to  fpeak  to  him;    for  I  knew  madam  Ellifon 

*  and  her  maid  was  gone  out,  and  what  could  fuch 
«  a  poor  girl  as  I  do  againft  a  great  ftrong  man  ? 
"  and  befides,  thinks  I,  to  bs  fure  he  hath  got  pif- 

'  tols 
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«  tols  about  him,  though  I  cannot  Indeed    (chat  I 

*  will   not  do  for  the   world)  take  my  Bible-oath 

*  that  I  fawanyj  yet  to  be  fure  he  would  have  foon 
'  pulled  them  out  and  fhot  me  dead,  if  I  had  yen- 

*  tured  to  have  faid  any  thing  to  offend  him/ 

'  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  this/  cries  Booth. 
'  The  poor  girl,  L  verily  believe,  fpeaks  to  the  beft 

*  of  her  knowledge.  A  thief  it  could  not  be^  for 
'  he  hath  not  taken  the  leaft  thing  j    and  it  is  plain 

*  he  had  the  girl's  watch  in  his  hand. — If  it  had  been 

*  a  bailiff,   furely  he  Vv^ould  have  ftaid   till  our  re- 

*  turn.      I   can  conceive  no  other  from  the  girl's 

*  account,  than  that  it  muft  have  been  fome  mad- 
"^  man. — 

*  O  good  Sir!'  faid  the  girl,   *  now  you  mention 

*  it,  if  he  was  not  a  thief,  to  be  fure  he  muft  have 

*  been  a  madman  ;    for  indeed  he  looked,  and  be- 

*  haved  himfelf  too,  very  much  like  a  madman  ; 
'  for  now  I  remember  ir,  he  talked  to  himfelf,  and 
'  faid  many  ftrange  kind   of  words  that   I  did  not 

*  underftand.     Indeed,    he  looked  altogether  as   I 

*  have  feen   people  in  Bedlam  j    befides,  if  he  was 

*  not  a  madman,  what  good  could  it  do  him  to 
'  throw  the  things  all   about  the  room,   in  fuch  a 

*  manner?  and  he  faid  fomething  too  about  my 
^  mafter,  juft  before  he  went  down  flairs;   I  was  ia 

*  fuch  a  fright,  I  cannot  remember  particularly  j 
'  but  I  am  fure  they  were  very  ill  words  •,    he  faid 

*  he  would  do  for  him,  I  am  fure  he  faid  that,  and 
'  other  wicked  bad  words  too,  if  I  could  but  think 

*  of  them.' 

*  Upon  my  word,*  faid  Booth,  '  this  is  the  mod 

*  probable  conjc(fturej     but   ftill   I   am   puzzled  to 

*  conceive  who  it  rhouk!  be;    for  I  have  no  mad- 

*  man  to  my  knov/ledge  of  my  acquaintance  ;  anci 
^  it  feems,  as  the  girl  fays,  he  afked  for  me.'  He 
then  turned  to  the  child,  and  afked  her  if  fhe  was 
certain  of  that  circumftancc. 

G  g  7  The 
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The  poor  maid,  after  a  little  hefitation,  anfwered, 

*  Indeed,  Sir,   I  cannot  be  very   pofitive;    for  the 

*  fright  he  threw  me  into  afterwards,  drove  every 
'  thing  almoft  out  of  my  mind.' 

'  Well,  v^hatever  he  was,'  cries  Amelia,  *  I  am 

*  glad  the  confequence  is  no  worfej    but  let  this  be 

*  a  warning   to  you,  little  Betty,    and  teach  you  to 

*  take  more  care  for  the  future.     If  ever  you  Ihould 

*  be  left  alone  in  the  houfe  again,  be  fure  to  let  no 
'  perfons  in,  without  firft  looking  out  at  the  win- 
'  dow,  and  feeing  who  they  are.     I  promifed  not 

*  to  chide  you  any  more  on  this  occafion,  and  I  will 

*  keep  my  word  j    but  it  is  very  plain  you  defired 

*  this  perfon  to  walk  up  into  our  apartment,  which 

*  was  very  wrong  in  our  abfence.' 

Betty  was  going  to  anfwer — but  Amelia  would 
not  let  her,  faying,  *  Don't  attempt  to  excufe  your- 

*  felf  J    for  I  mortally  hate  a  liar,  and  can  forgive 

*  any  fault  fooner  than  falfehood.' 

The  poor  girl  then  fubmitted  j  and  now  Amelia, 
with  her  alTiftance,  began  to  replace  all  things  in 
their  order;  and  little  Emily,  hugging  her  watch 
with  great  fondnefs,  declared  fhe  would  never  part 
with  it  any  more. 

Thus  ended  this  odd  adventure,  not  entirely  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  Booth  j  for,  befides  his  curiofity, 
which,  when  thoroughly  roufed,  is  a  very  trouble- 
fome  pafllon,  he  had,  as  is,  I  believe,  ufual  with 
all  perfons  in  his  circumftances,  feveral  doubts  and 
apprehenfions  of  he  knew  not  what.  Indeed,  fear 
is  never  more  uneafy,  than  when  it  doth  not  cer- 
tainly know  its  objeft;  for  on  fuch  occafions  the 
mind  is  ever  employed  in  raifmg  a  thoufand  bug- 
bears and  phantoms,  much  more  dreadful  than  any 
realities,  and  like  children,  when  they  tell  tales  of 
hobgoblins,  feems  indultrious  in  terrifying  itfelf. 


CHAP. 


Chap.  _j.  AMELIA,  455 


CHAP.      V. 

Containing  fome  matters  not  very  unnatural. 


M 


A  T  T  E  R  S  were  fcarce  fooner  reduced  into 
order  and  decency,  than  a  violent  knocking 
was  heard  at  the  door,  fuch  indeed  as  would  have 
perfuaded  any  one  not  accuftomed  to  the  found,  that 
the  madman  was  returned  in  the  higheft  fpring-tide 
of  his  fury. 

Inftead,  however,  of  fo  difagreeable  an  appear- 
ance, a  very  fine  lady  prefently  came  into  the  room, 
no  other,  indeed,  than  Mrs.  James  herfelf  j  for  fhe 
was  refolved  to  Ihew  Amelia,  by  the  fpeedy  return 
of  her  vifit,  how  unjuft  all  her  accufations  had  been 
of  any  failure  in  the  duties  of  friendPnip  ;  flie  had 
moreover  another  reafon  to  accelerate  this  vifit,  and 
that  was,  to  congratulate  her  friend  on  the  event  of 
the  duel  between  Colonel  Bath  and  Mr.  Booth. 

The  lady  had  fo  well-profited  by  Mrs.  Booth's 
remonftrance,  that  fhe  had  now  no  more  of  that 
ftifiTiefs  and  formality  which  fhe  had  worn  on  a  for- 
mer occafion.  On  the  contrary,  Ihe  now  behaved 
■with  the  utmoft  freedom  and  good-humour,  and 
made  herfelf  fo  very  agreeable,  that  Amelia  was 
highly  pleafed  and  delighted  with  her  company. 

An  incident  happened  during  this  vifit,  that  may 
appear  to  fome  too  inconfiderable  in  itfelf  to  be  re- 
corded;  and  yet,  as  it  certainly  produced  a  very 
ftrong  confequence  in  the  m.ind  of  Mr.  Booth,  we 
cannot  prevail  on  ourfelvcs  to  pafs  it  by. 

Little  Emily,  who  was  prcfent  in  the  room  while 
Mrs.  James  was  there,  as  flie  ftood  near  that  lady, 
happened  to  be  playing  with  her  watch,  wh:ch  flie 
was  fo  greatly  overjoyed  had  efcaped  fafe  from  the 
madman.  Mrs.  James,  who  exprcll  great  fondnels 
for  the  child,  defired  to  fee  the  watch,  which  flie 
G  g  4  commended 


456  A  M  E  L  I  A.  Book  VI. 

commended  as  the  pretcieft  of  the  kind  flie  had  ever 
feen. 

Amelia  caught  eager  hold  of  this  opportunity  to 
fpread  the  praifes  of  her  benefactor.  She  prefently 
acquainted  Mrs.  James  with  the  donor's  name,  and 
ran  on  with  great  encomiums  on  his  lordfhip's  good- 
nefs,  and  particularly  on  his  generofity.  To  which 
Mrs.  James  anfwered,  *0!  certainly.  Madam,  his 

*  lordfliip  hath  univerfally  the  charafler  of  being 

•  extremely  generous — where  he  likes.' 

In  uttering  thefe  words,  fhe  laid  a  very  ftrong 
emphafis  on  the  three  laft  monofyllables,  accompa- 
nying them  at  the  fame  time  with  a  very  fagacious 
look,  a  very  fignificant  leer,  and  a  great  flirt  with 
her  fan. 

The  greateft  genius  the  world  had  ever  produ- 
ced, obferves  in  one  of  his  mod  excellent  plays;^ 
that 

Trifles,  light  as  air. 


Are  to  the  jealous  confirmations  ftrong 
As  proofs  of  holy  writ. 

That  Mr.  Booth  began  to  be  pofl'efled  by  this 
•worfl:  of  fiends,  admits,  I  think,  no  longer  doubt  j 
for  at  this  fpeech  of  Mrs.  Jannes,  he  immediately 
turned  pale,  and  from  a  high  degree  of  cheerful- 
nefs,  was  all  on  a  ludden  fl;ruck  dumb,  fo  that  he 
fpoke  not  another  word  till  Mrs.  James  left  the 
room. 

The  moment  that  lady  drove  from  the  door,  Mrs. 
Ellifon  came  up  flairs.  She  entered  the  room  with 
a  laugh,  and  very  plentifully  rallied  both  Booth  and 
Amelia  concerning  the  madman,  of  which  flie  had 
received  a  full  account  below  flairs;  and  at  lafl: 
afl«Led  Amelia,  if  flie  could  not  guefs  who  it  was ; 
but  without  receiving   an  anfwer,  went  on,  faying, 

*  For  my  own  part,  I  fancy  it  mufl  be  foine  lover 

*  of  yours  !   fome  perfon  that  hath  feen  you,  and  fa 

*  is. 
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*  is  run  mad  with  love.  Indeed^  I  fhould  not  won- 
'  der  if  all  naankind  were  to  do  the  fame.  La  !  Mr, 
'  Booth,  what  makes  you  grave  ?    why  you  are  as 

*  melancholy  as  if  you  had  been  robbed  in  earned. 

*  Upon  my  word,  though  to  be  ferious,  it  is  a  ftrange 

*  ftory  -y  and  as  the  girl  tells  it,  I  k*now  not  what  to 
'  make  of  it.  Perhaps  it  might  be  fome  rogue  that 
'  intended  to  rob  the  houfe,  and  his  heart  failed 

*  him;  yet,  even  that  would  be  very  extraordinary, 
<  What,  did  you  lofe  nothing,  Madam  ?' 

'  Nothing  at  all,'  anfwered  Amelia,  *  He  did 
'  not  even  take  the  child's  watch.' 

'  Well,  captain,'  cries  Mrs.  EUifon,  *  I  hope  you 
'  will  take  more  care  of  the  houfe  to-morrow ;  for 

*  your  lady  and  I  fhall  leave  you  alone  to  the  care  of 
'  it.  Here,  Madam,'  faid  flie,  *  here  is  a  prefent 
'  from  my  lord  to  us  j  here  are  two  tickets  for  the 
^  mafquerade  at  Ranelagh.  You  will  be  fo  charmed 
'  with  it.     It  is  the  fweetefl:  of  all  diverfions.' 

*  May  I  be  damned.  Madam,'  cries  Booth,  '  if 
'  my"  wife  fhall  go  thither.' 

Mrs.  Ellifon  ftarted  at  thefe  words,  and,  indeed, 
fo  did  Amelia  i  for  they  were  fpoke  with  great  ve- 
hemence. At  length  the  former  cried  out  with  an 
air  of  aftonifl-iment,  «  Not  let  your  lady  go  to  Ra- 

*  nelagh,  Sir  ?' 

«  No,  Madam,'  cries  Booth,  *  I  will  not  let  my 

*  wife  go  to  Ranelagh.' 

*  You  furprife  me,'  cries  Mrs.  EUifon.     '  Sure 

*  you  are  not  in  earncfl.' 

'  Indeed,  Madam,'  returned  he,  '  I  am  feriouDy 
«  in  earneft.     And  what  is  more,  1  am  convinced  flie 

*  would  of  her  own  accord  refufe  to  go.' 

*  Now,  Madam,'  faid  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  yon  are  to  an- 

*  fwer  for  yourfelf ;  and  I  will  for  your  hulband,  thar, 
«  if  you  have  a  defire  to  go,  he  will  not  refufe  you.* 

'  I  hope.  Madam,'  anfwered  Amelia  with  great 
gravity,  *  I  fliall  never  defire  to  go  to  any  place  con- 

*  trarv  to  Mr.  Booth's  inclinations.' 

t  *  Did 
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<  Did  ever  mortal  hear  the  like  ?'  faid  Mrs.  Elli- 
fon  J  '  you  are  enough  to  fpoil  the  beft  hufband  in 

*  the  univerfe.     Inclinations !  what,  is  a  wonnan  to 

*  be  governed  then  by  her  hufband's  inclinations, 

*  though  they  are  never  fo  unreafonable  ?' 

<  Pardon  nne.  Madam,'  faid  Amelia,  *  I  will  not 

*  fuppofe  Mr.  Booth's  inclinations  ever  can  be  un- 

<  reafonable.     I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 

*  the  offer  you  have  made  mej  but  I  beg  you  will 

*  not  mention  it  more  j  for,  after  what  Mr.  Booth 
«  hath  declared,  if  Ranelagh  was  a  Heaven  upon 
'  earth,  I  would  refufe  to  go  to  it.' 

<  I  thank  you,  my  dear,*  cries  Booth  j  '  I  do  affurc 

*  you,  you  oblige  me  beyond  my  power  of  expreffion 

<  by  v/hat  you  fay  •,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  fhew  you, 
'  both  my  fenfibility  of  fuch  goodnefs,  and  my  lalting 
«  gratitude  to  it.' 

'  And  pray,  Sir,'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon,  *  what  can 
'  be  your  objedion  to  your  lady's  going  to  a  place, 
«  which,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  is  as  reputable  as  any 

<  about  tov/n,  and  which  is  frequented  by  the  belt 
'  company  ?' 

<  Pardon  me,  good  Mrs.  Ellifon,'  faid  Booth. 
«  As  my  wife  is  fo  good  to  acquiefce  without  know- 
'  ing  my  reafons,  I  am  not,  I  think,  obliged  to  affign 

<  them  to  any  other  perfon.' 

«  Well,'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon,  '  if  I  had  been  told 

*  this,  I  would  not  have  believed  it.  What,  refufe 
'  your  lady  an  innocent  diverfion,  and  that  too  when 

<  you  have  not  the  pretence  to  fay  it  would  coft  you 
«  a  farthing  V, 

'  Why  will  vou  fay  any  more  on  this  fubjedl,  dear 

<  Madam?'  cries  Amelia.     '  All  diverfions  are  to 

<  me  matters  of  fuch  indifference,  that  the  bare  in- 
«  clinationsofanyoneforwhoml  have  the  leaft  value, 
«  would  at  all  tiiiies  turn  the  balance  of  mine.     I  am 

<  fure  then  after  what  Mr.  Booth  hath  faid ' 

'  My  dear,'  cries  he,  taking  her  up  haftily,  '  I 

'?  fincerely  afe  your  pardon,  I  fpoke  inadvertently, 

4  *  and 
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and  in  a  paflion — I  never  once  thought  of  con- 
troiiling  you — nor  ever  would. — Nay,  I  laid  in  the 
lame  breath  you  would  not  go  j  and,  upon  my  ho- 
nour, I  meant  nothing  more.' 
*  My  dear,'  faid  fhe,  ^  you  have  no  need  of  mak- 
ing any  apology.  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  offended, 
and  am  convinced  you  will  never  deny  me  what  I 
fhall  defire.' 

'  Try  him,  try  him,  Madam,'  cries  Mrs.  Ellifon; 
I  will  be  judged  by  all  the  women  in  town,  if  it  is 
poflible  for  a  wife  to  afk  her  hufband  any  thing 
more  reafonable.  You  cannot  conceive  what  a 
fweet,  charming,  elegant,  delicious  place  it  is. — 
Paradife  itfelf  can  hardly  be  equal  to  it.' 
'  I  beg  you  will  excufe  me.  Madam,'  faid  Amelia, 
nay,  I  intreat  you  will  afl<:  me  no  more;  for  be  af- 
fured  I  muft  and  will  refufe — Do  let  me  defire  you 
to  give  the  ticket  to  poor  Mrs.  Bennet.     I  believe 

it  would  greatly  oblige  her.' 

'  Pardon  me.  Madam,'  faid  Mrs.  Ellifon.  '  If  you 
will  not  accept  of  it,  1  am  not  fo  diflreffed  for  want 
of  company  as  to  go  to  fuch  a  public  place  with 
all  forts  of  people  neither.  I  am  always  very  glad 
to  fee  Mrs.  Bennet  at  my  own  houfe  j  becaufe  I 
look  upon  her  as  a  very  good  fort  of  woman  j  but 
I  don't  chufe  to  be  feen  with  fuch  people  in  pub- 
lic places.' 

Amelia  cxprefh  fome  little  indignation  at  this  lad 
fpeech,  which  fhe  declared  to  be  entirely  beyond  her 
comprehenfion  J  and  foon  after  Mrs.  Ellifon,  finding 
all  her  efforts  to  prevail  on  Amelia  were  ineffecflual, 
took  her  leave,  giving  Mr.  Booth  two  or  three  far- 
caftical  words,  and  a  much  more  farc^ftical  look  at 
jier  departure. 


C  H  A  P, 
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A  fcene^  in  which  fome  ladies  will poffibly  think  Amelia'j 
condu^  exceptionable, 

BOOTH  and  his  wife  being  left  alone,  a  folemn 
filence  prevailed  during  a  few  minutes.  At 
laft,  Amelia,  who  though  a  good,  was  yet  a  humaa 
creature,  faid  to  her  hufband,  '  Pray,  my  dear,  dp 
inform  me,  what  could  put  you  into  fo  great  a 
paflion  when  Mrs.  Eilifon  firft  offered  me  the  tic- 
kets for  this  mafquerade  ?* 

*  1  had  rather  you  would  not  afk  me,'  faid  Booth. 
You  have  obliged  me  greatly  in  your  ready  ac- 
quiefcence  with  my  defire,  and  you  will  add  greatly 
to  the  obligation  by  not  inquiring  the  reafon  of  it. 
This  you  may  depend  upon,  Amelia,  that  your 
good  and  happincfs  are  the  great  objects  of  all  my 
wifhes,  and  the  end  I  propofe  in  all  my  adions. 
This  view  alone  could  tempt  me  to  refufe  you  any 
thing,  or  to  conceal  any  thing  from  you.' 

'  I  will  appeal  to  yourfelf,'  anfwered  fhe,  '  whe- 
ther this  be  not  ufing  rne  too  much  like  a  child, 
and  whether  I  can  poffibly  help  being  a  little  of- 
fended at  it?' 

'  Not  in  the  lead,'  replied  he,  '  I  ufe  you  only 
with  the  tendernefs  of  a  friend.  I  would  only  en- 
deavour to  conceal  that  from  you,  which  I  think 
would  give  you  uneafinefs  if  you  knew.  Thefe 
are  called  the  pious  frauds  of  friendfhip.' 

*  I  deteft  all  fraud,'  fays  ^ne;  *  and  pious  is  too 
good  an  epithet  to  be  joined  to  fo  odious  a  word. 
You  have  often,  you  know,  tried  thefe  frauds  with 
no  better  effefl  than  to  teize  and  torment  me. — 
You  cannot  imagine,  my  dear,  but  that  I  muft 
have  a  violent  defire  to  know  the  reafon  of  words, 
which,  I  own^  I  never  expedled  to  have  heard. 

'   And 
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And  the  more  you  have  fhewn  a  reluflance  to  tell 
me,  the  more  eagerly  I  have  longed  to  know.  Nor 
can  this  be  called  a  vain  curiofity  j  fince  I  feem  fo 
much  interefted  in  this  affair.  If  after  all  this, 
you  ftill  infift  on  keeping  the  fecret,  I  will  con- 
vince you,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  duty  of  a 
wife,  by  my  obedience  j  but  I  cannot  help  telling 
you  at  the  fame  time,  you  will  make  me  one  of 
the  mofl  miferable  of  women.' 
'  That  is,'  cries  he,  *  in  other  words,  my  dear 
Emily,  to  fay,  I  will  be  contented  without  the 
fecret ;  but  I  am  refolved  to  know  it  neverthe- 
lefs.' 

*  Nay,  if  you  fay  fo,'  cries  fhe,  '  I  am  convinced 
you  will  tell  me — Pofuively,  dear  Billy,  I  mud  and 
will  know.' 

'  "Why  then,  pofuively,'  fays  Booth,  <  I  will  tell 

you.  And  I  think  I  fhall  then  fliew  you,  that 
however  well  you  may  know  the  duty  of  a  wife, 
I  am  not  always  able  to  behave  like  a  hufband. 
In  a  word  then,  my  dear,  the  fecret  is  no  more 
than  this  J  I  am  unwilling  you  fhould  receive  any 
more  prefents  from  my  lord.' 

*  Mercy  upon  me!'  cries  fhe,  with  all  the  marks 
of  aftonifliment  J  '  what!  a  mafquerade  ticket!' • 

*  Yes,  my  dear,'  cries  he,  *  chat  is  perhaps  the 

*  very  worft  and  mod  dangerous  of  all.     Few  men 

*  make  prefents  of  thofe  tickets  to  ladies,  without  in- 

*  tending  to  meet  them  at  the  place.     And  what  do 

*  we  know  of  your  companion  ?  To  be  fincere  with 

*  you,  I  have  not  liked  her  behaviour  for  fome  time. 
'  What  might  be  the  confequence  of  going  with  fuch 
'  a  woman  to  fuch  a  place,  to  meet  fuch  a  perfon,  I 

*  tremble  to  think — And  now,  my  dear,  I  have  told 

*  you  my  reafon  of  refufng  her  offer  with  fome  little 
<  vehemence,  and,  I  think,  I  need  explain  myfelf  no 

*  farther.' 

'  You  need  not.  Indeed,  Sir,'  anfwered  Ihe.    '  Good 

*  Heavens !  did  I  ever  expedl  to  hear  tliis !  I  can  ap- 

'  peal 
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<  peal  to  Heaven,  nay,  I  will  appeal  to  yourfelf,  Mr. 

'  Booth,  if  I  have  ever  done  any  thing  to  defcrve  fuch 

'  a  fufpicion.     If  ever  any  action  of  mine,  nay,  if 

*  ever  any  thought  had  (lained  the  innocence  of  my 

*  foul,  I  could  be  contented.' 

*  How  cruelly  do  you  miftake  me,*  faid  Boothr — 
'  what  fufpicion  have  I  ever  fliewn  ?' 

'  Can  you  alk  it,'  anfwered  flie,  *  after  what  you 

*  have  juft  now  declared  ?' 

*  If  I  have  declared  any  fufpicion  of  you,*  replied 
he,  *  or  if  ever  I  entertained  a  thought  leading  that 
'  way,  may  the  word  of  evils  that  ever  afflided  hu- 
'  man   nature  attend  me.     I  know  the  pure  inno- 

*  cence  of  that  tender  bofom,  I  do  knovv^  it,  my  lovely 
'  angel,  and  adore  it.     The  fnares  which  might  be 

*  laid  for  that  innocence,  were  alone  the  caufe  of  my 

*  apprehenfion.     I  feared  what  a  wicked  and  volup- 

*  tuous  man,  refolved  to  facrifice  every  thing  to  the 

*  gratification  of  a  fenfual  appetite  with  the  m.oft  de- 

*  licious  repaft,  might  attempt.     If  ever  I  injured 

*  the  unfpotted  whitenefs  of  thy  virtue  in  my  ima- 

*  gination,  may  hell ' 

'  Do  not  terrify  me,'  cries  fhe,  interrupting  him, 

*  with  fuch  imprecations.    O  Mr. Booth!  Mr. Booth! 

*  you  muft  well  know  that  a  woman's  virtue  is  always 

*  her  fufficient  guard.    No  hufband,  without  fufpeft- 

*  ing  that,  can  fufpe6l  any  danger  from  thofe  fnares 
'  you  mention — And  why,  if  you  are  liable  to  take 

*  fuch  things  into  your  head,  may  not  your  fufpicions 
'  fall  on  me,  as  v/ell  as  on  any  other  ?  for  fure  no- 

*  thing  was  ever  more  unjufl:,   I  will   not  fay  un- 

*  grateful,  than  the  fufpicions  which  you  have  be- 
'  llowed  on  his  lordfhip.  I  do  folemnly  declare,  in 
'  all  the  tim.es  I  have  feen  the  poor  man,  he  hath  never 
'  once  offered  the  leafl:  forv/ardnefs.     His  behaviour 

*  hath  been  polite  indeed,   but  rather  remarkably 

*  diftant  than  otherwife.    Particularly  when  we  play- 

*  ed  at  cards  together.     I  don't  remember  he  fpoke 

*  ten  words  to  me  all  the  evening;  and  when  I  was 

«  at 
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at  his  houfe,  though  he  fhewed  the  greateft  fond- 
nefs  imaginable  to  the  children^  he  took  (o  little 
notice  of  me,  that  a  vain  woman  would  have  been 
very  little  pleafed  with  him.  And  if  he  gave  them 
many  prefents,  he  never  offered  me  one.  The  firft, 
indeed,  which  he  ever  offered  me  was  that,  which 
you  in  that  kind  manner  forced  me  to  refufe.' 

*  All  this  may  be  only  the  effecl  of  art,'  faid  Booth. 
I  am  convinced  he  doth,  nay,  I  am  convinced  he 
mufl  like  you  j  and  my  good  friend  James,  who 
perfecfrly  well  knows  the  world,  told  me,  that  his 
lordfhip's  character  was  that  of  the  moft  profufe 
in  his  pleafures  with  women  ;  nay,  what  faid  Mrs. 
James  this  very  evening,    "  his  lordfhip   is  ex- 

'  tremely  generous — where  he  likes." 1  fhall 

never  forget  the  fneer  with  which  fhe  fpoke  thefe 
laft  words.' 

'  I  am  convinced  they  injure  him,'  cries  Amelia. 
As  for  Mrs.  James,  fhe  was  always  given  to  be 
cenforious  -,  I  remarked  it  in  her  long  ago,  as  her 
greateft  fault.  And  for  the  colonel,  I  believe  he 
may  find  faults  enow  of  this  kind  in  his  own  bofom, 
without  fearching  after  them  among  his  neighbours. 
I  am  fure  he  hath  the  mod  impudent  look  of  all  the 
men  I  know  ;  and  I  folemnly  declare,  the  very  laft 
time  he  was  here,  he  put  me  out  of  countenance 
more  than  once.' 

'  Colonel  James,'  anfwered  Booth,  '  may  have 
his  faults  very  probably.  I  do  not  look  upon  Jiim 
as  a  faint,  nor  do  1  believe  he  defircs  I  fliould  ;  but 
what  intereft  could  he  have  in  abufing  this  lord's 
charader  to  me  ?  or  why  fliould  I  queftion  his 
truth,  when  he  affured  me  that  my  lord  had  never 
done  an  adl  of  beneficence  in  his  life,  but  for  the 
fake  of  fome  woman  whom  he  lufted  afcer  ?' 

*  Then  I  myfelf  can  confute  him,'  replied  Ame- 
ia  J  '  for  befides  his  fervice  to  you,  which,  for  the 

future,  I  fhall  wilh  to  forget,  and  his  kindnefs  to  my 
little  babes,  how  inconfiftent  is  the  charader  which 

«  James 
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'  James  gives  of  him,  with  his  lordfhip's  behaviour 

*  to  his  own  nephew  and  niece,  whofe  extreme  fond- 

*  nefs  of  their  uncle  fufficiently  proclaims  his  good- 

*  nefs  to  them  ? — I  need  not  mention  all  that  I  have 
'  heard  from  Mrs.  EHifon,  every  word  of  which  I 
'  believe  j  for  I  have  great  reafon  to  think,  notwith- 
'  (landing  fome  little  levity,  which,  to  give  her  her 
'  due,  fhe  fees  and  condemns  in  herfclf,  Ihe  is  a  very 

*  good  fort  of  woman.' 

*  Well,  my  dear,'  cries  Booth,  *  I  may  have  been 

*  deceived,  and  I  heartily  hope  I  am  fo  i  but  in  cafes 

*  of  this  nature,  it  is  always  good  to  be  on  the  fureft 
'  fide  J  for,  as  Congreve  fays, 

*  The  wife  too  jealous  are :  Fools  too  fecure.' 

Here  Amelia  burfl  into  tears,  upon  which.  Booth 
immediately  caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  comfort  her. — Paflion,  however,  for  a  while, 
obftru6led  her  fpeech,  and  at  laft  fhe  cried,  '  O,  Mr. 
'  Booth  !  can  I  bear  to  hear  the  word  jealoufy  from 

*  your  mouth  ?' 

*  Why,  my  love,'  faid  Booth,  '  will  you  fo  fatally 
'  mifunderftand  my  meaning;  how  often  fhall  I  pro- 

*  teft  that  it  is  not  of  you,  but  of  him  that  I  was  jea- 

*  lous.  If  you  could  look  into  my  breaft,  and  there 
'  read  all  the  mod  fecret  thoughts  of  my  heart,  you 

*  would  not  fee  one  faint  idea  to  your  difhonour.* 

'  I  don't  mifunderftand  you,  my  dear,'  faid  Ihe, 

*  fo  much  as  I  am  afraid  you  mifunderftand  yourfelf. 
'  What  is  it  you  fear? — you  mention  not  force,  but 
'  fnares.     Is  not  this   to  confefs,  at  lead,  that  you 

*  have  fome  doubt  of  my  underftanding  ? — do  you 

*  then  really  imagine  me  fo  weak  as  to  be  cheated  of 

*  my  virtue  ? — am  I  to  be  deceived  into  an  affedion 

*  for  a  man,  before  I  perceive  the  leafb  inward  hint 

*  of  my  danger  ?  No,  Mr.  Booth,  believe  me,  a  vvo- 

*  man  mufb  be  a  fool  indeed- who  can  have  in  earned 

*  fuch  an  excufe  for  her  actions.     I  have  nor,  I  think, 

'  any 
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any  very  high  opinion  of  my  judgment ;  but  fo  far 
I  fliall  rely  upon  it,  that  no  man  breathing  could 
have  any  fuch  defigns  as  you  have  apprehended, 
without  my  immediately  feeing  them  j  and  how  I 
fhould  then  act,  I  hope  my  whole  condudt  to  you 
hath  fufficiently  declared.* 

*  Well,  my  dear,'  cries  Booth,  *  I  beg  you  will 
mention  it  no  more ;  if  poffible,  forget  it.  I  hope, 
nay,  I  believe,  I  have  been  in  the  wrong  j  pray 
forgive  me.' 

*  I  will,  I  do  forgive  you,  my  dear,'  faid  (he,  *  if 
forgivenefs  be  a  proper  word  for  one  whom  you 
have  rather  made  miferable  than  angry;  but  let 
me  entreat  you  to  banifh  for  ever  all  fuch  fufpi- 
cions  from  your  mind.  I  hope  Mrs.  Ellilbn  hath 
not  difcovered  the  real  caufe  of  your  pafTion  ;  but, 
poor  woman,  if  fhe  had,  I  am  convinced  it  would 
go  no  farther.  Oh,  Heavens !  I  would  not  for 
the  world  it  fhould  reach  his  lordfhip's  ears.  You 
would  lofe  the  belt  friend  that  ever  man  had. — 
Nay,  I  would  not  for  his  own  fake,  poor  man  ! 
for  I  really  believe  it  would  affe6l  him  greatly, 
and  I  muft,  I  cannot  help  having  an  efteem  for  io 
much  goodnefs.  An  efteem  which,  by  this  dear 
hand,'  faid  fhe,  taking  Booth's  hand  and  kilTing 

t,  *  no  man  alive  (hall  ever  obtain  by  making  love 
to  me.' 

Booth  caught  her  in  his  arms  and  tenderly  em- 
braced her.  After  which,  the  reconciliation  loon 
became  complete;  and  Booth  in  the  contemplation 
of  his  happinefs  entirely  buried  all  his  jealous 
thoughts. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

A  Chapter  in  which  there  is  much  Learning, 

THE  next  morning,  whilfl  Booth  was  gone  to 
take  his  morning  walk,  Amelia  went  down 
into  Mrs.  EiJifon's  apartment,  where,  though  Ihe 
was  received  with  great  civility,  yet  fhe  found  that 
Jady  was  not  at  all  pleafed  with  Mr.  Booth  j  and  by 
fome  hints  which  dropt  from  her  in  converfation, 
Amelia  very  greatly  apprehended  that  Mrs.  Ellifon 
had  too  much  fufpicion  or  her  hufband's  real  uneafi- 
nefs.  For  that  lady  declared  very  openly,  flic  could 
net  help  perceiving  what  fort  of  man  Mr.  Booth  was : 

*  And  though  I  have  the  greateft  regard  for  you, 

*  Madam,,  in  the  world,'  faid  flie,  '  yet  I  think  my- 

*  felf  in  honour  obliged  not  to  impofe  on  his  lord- 

*  fhip,  who,  I  know  very  well,  hath  conceived  his 
'  greateft  liking  to  the  captain,  on  my  telling  him, 
'  that  he  was  the  befl  huft)and  in  the  world.' 

Amelia's  fears  gave  her  much  difturbancej  and 
v/hen  her  huiband  returned,  (lie  acquainted  liiin  with 
them  J  upon  which  occafion,  as  it  was  natural,  flie 
refumed  a  little  the  topic  of  their  former  difcourfe, 
nor  could  fhe  help  cafting,  though  in  very  gentle 
terms,  fome  flight  blame  on  Booth,  for  having  en- 
tertained a  fufpicion,  which,  flie  faid,  might  in  its 
confequence  very  polllbly  prove  their  ruin,  and  oc- 
cafion the  lofs  of  his  lordPnip's  friendfhip. 

Booth  became  highly  aifefted  vyith  v/hat  his  wife 
faid,  and  th-e  more,  as  he  had  juil  received  a  note 
from  Colonel  James,  informing  him  that  the  colonel 
had  heardof  a  vacant  com.pany  in  the  regiment  which 
Booth  had  mentioned  to  him,  and  that  he  had  been 
with  his  lordfliip  about  it,  who  had  promifed  to  ufe 
his  utm.oft  intereft  to  obtain  him  the  command. 

The  poor  man  no-w  exprefled  the  utmoft  concern 

for  his  vefterday's  behaviour,  faid,  '  he  believed  the 

«  devil 
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*  devil  had  taken  poiTclTion  of  him/  and  concluded 
"with  crying  out,  <  Sure  I  was  b  jrnj  my  deareit  crea- 

*  ture,  to  be  your  torment.' 

Amelia  no  fooner  faw  her  hufband's  diflrefs,  than 
ihe  inltanrly  forbore  whatever  might  feem  likely  to 
aggravate  it,  and  applied  herfelf  with  all  her  power 
to  comfort  him.     *  If  you  will  give  me  leave  to  offer 

*  my  advice,  my  deareft  foul,'  faid  ihe,  *  I  think 

*  all  might  yet  be  remedied.  I  think  you  know  me 
•^  too  well,  to  fufpedl  that  the  defire  of  diverfion 

*  fliould  induct  me  to  mention  what  I  am  now  going 

*  to  propofe;  and  in  that  confidence,  I  will  afk  you 

*  to  let  me  accept  my  lord's  and  Mrs.  Ellifon's  offer, 

*  and  go  to  the  mafquerade.     No  matter  how  little 

*  while  I  flay  there  ^  if  you  defire  it,  I  will  not  be 
'  an  hour  from  you.  I  can  make  an  hundred  ex- 
'  cufes  to  come  home,  or  tell  a  real  truth,  and  fav, 
^  I  am  tired  of  the  place.     The  bare  going  will  cure 

*  every  thing.* 

Amelia  had  no  fooner  done  fpeaking,  than  Booth 
immediately  approved  her  advice,  and  readily  gave 
his  confent.  He  could  noc  however  help  faying, 
'  That  the  fhorter   her   Itay   was    there,  the   more 

*  agreeable  it  v/ould  be  to  him^  for  you  know,  my 

*  dear,'  faid  he,  *  I  would  never  willingly  be  a  mo- 
^  ment  out  of  your  fight.' 

In  the  afternoon  Amelia  fent  to  invite  Mrs.  EUi- 
fon  to  a  difh  of  tea;  and  Booth  undertook  to  laugh 
off  all  that  had  pad  yefterday,  in  which  attempt,  ttie 
abundant  good-humour  of  that  lady  gave  iiim  great 
hopes  of  fuccefs. 

Mrs.  Bennet  came  that  afternoon  to  make  a  vifit, 
and  was  almoft  an  hour  with  Booth  and  Amelia,  be- 
fore the  entry  of  Mrs.  Ellifon. 

Mr.  Booth  had  hitherto  rather  difliked  this  young 
lady,  and  had  wondered  at  the  pleafure  which  Amelia 
declared  fhe  took  in  her  company.  This  afternoon, 
however,  he  changed  iiis  o{)inion,  and  liked  her  al- 
rnolt  as  much  as  his  wife  had  done.  She  did  indeed 
H  h  2  behavQ 
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behave  at  this  time  with  more  than  ordinary  gaicryj 
and  good-'  .mc.r  gave  a  glow  lo  iicr  counrt-nance 
that  fet  off'  her  features,  which  were  very  pretty,  to 
the  belt  advantage,  and  lelTcned  the  deadnefs  that 
had  uu.ally  ai  peared  in  her  complexion. 

Bjl  if  Booth  was  now  pleafed  with  Mrs.  Bennet, 
Amelia  was  ftill  more  pleafed  with  her  than  ever. 
For  wh  Ml  their  dilcc  irfe  turned  on  love,  An^elia  dif- 
covered  thar  her  new  friend  had  all  the  i  imc  fenti- 
ments  on  ilia'  fubjcft  with  herfelf.  In  the  courfe  of 
their  converlacicn.  Booth  gave  Mrs.  Bennet  a  hint 
of  wifliing  her  a  good  hufband,  upon  which  both  the 
ladits  declaimed  againft  fecond  marriages,  with  equal 
yehrmence. 

Upon  this  occafion,  Booth  and  his  wife  difcovered 
a  talent  in  their  vifuant,  to  which  they  had  been  be- 
fore entirely  Grangers,  and  for  which  they  both  greatly 
admired  her;  and  this  was  tnat  the  latiy  was  a  good 
fchobr,  in  which,  indeed,  flie  had  the  advantuj^c  of 
poor  Amelia,  whofe  readmg  was  confined  to  En^Iifh 
plays  and  poetry ;  befides  which,  I  think,  (he  had 
converfed  only  with  the  divinity  of  the  great  and 
learned  Dr.  Barrow,  and  with  the  hiftories  of  the 
excellent  bifhop  Burnet. 

Amelia  delivered  herfelf  on  the  fubjefl  of  ferond 
marriages  with  much  eloquence  and  great  goou  f.-nfe} 
but  when  Mrs.  Bennet  c:uiie  to  give  her  opinion,  fhc 
fpoke  in  the  fallowing  manner :   *'  I  Ihal!  nor  enter 

*  into  the  quellion  concerning  the  leg-)iity  of  biga- 
f  my.     Our  laws  certainly  ailow  it,  and  fo,  I  think, 

*  doth  our  religion.  We  are  now  debating  only  oa 
f  the  decency  of  it,  and  in  this  light,  1  own  myfelf 
f  as  (Irenuous  an  advocate  againft  it,  as  any  Roman 

*  matron  would  have  been  in  thole  ages  of  the  com- 

*  monwealth,  when  it  was  held  to  be  infamous.  For 
f  my  own  part,  how  great  a  paradox  foever  my  opi- 
<  nion  may  feem,  I  folemnly  declare,  I  fee  but  little 
f  difference  between  having  two  hufbands  at  one 
f  time,  and  at  leveral  times  j  and  of  this  I  am  very 

*  confident. 
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confident,  that  the  fame  degree  of  love  for  a  firft 
hufband,  which  preferves  a  woman  in  the  one  cafe, 
will  preferve  her  in  the  other.  There  is  one  argu- 
merir,  which  I  !Varce  know  how  to  deliver  belfjre 
youj  Sir;  but — ifa  woiran  hath  lived  with  her  Hrft 
hufband  without  having  children,  I  think  it  un- 
pardonable in  her  to  carry  barrennefs  into  h  fecond 
family.  On  the  contrary,  if  flie  hath  children  by 
her  firfl  hufband,  to  give  them  a  fecond  father  is 
flill  inore  unpardonable.' 
'  But  fuppofe,  Madam,'  cries  Booth,  interrupting 
her,  with  a  fmile,  '  fhe  fliould  hive  had  children  by 
her  firO:  hufband,  and  have  loll:  th^m.' 
'  That  is  acafe,'  anfwered  fhe,  with  a  figh,  '  which 
I  did  nor  defire  to  think  of,  and,  I  muil:  o^n  it,  the 
mofl  favourable  light  jn  which  a  fecond  marriage 
can  be  feen.  But  the  Ibripturesj  as  Petrarch  ob- 
ferves,  rather  fufFer  them  than  commend  them  ;  and 
St.  Jeroml'peaksa?ainftthem  with  rheutmofl.  hitter- 
nefs.' — *  I  remember,'  cries  Booth,  (who  was  wil- 
ling eitbn  to  Hiew  his  learni;  g,  or  to  draw  our  the 
lady's)  '  a  very  wife  law  of  Charendj^;  the  famous 
lawgiver  of  Ihurium,  by  which  m'-n,  who  mar- 
ried a  fecond  time,  were  removed  from  all  public 
councils;  for  it  was  fcarcc  reafonable  no  fuppofe> 
that  he  who  was  fo  great  a  fool  in  his  ow  i  family, 
fhouid  be  wife  in  public  affairs.  And  thouf^h  fe- 
cond marriages  were  permitted  am<>ng  the  Ro- 
mans, yet  they  were  at  the  fame  time  diU'ouragcd  ; 
and  thofe  Roman  widows  who  retufrd  them,  wtre 
held  in  high  efteem,  and  honoured  with  what  Va- 
Icrius  Maximiis  calls  rhe  Corona  Pudicitise.  Iri 
the  noble  family  of  Camilli,  there  was  nor,  ui 
many  ages,  a  fingle  inltance  of  thisj  whtth  Mar- 
tial calls  adultery  : 

*  ^«^  toties  nuhit,  non  ntthit  j   adultera  lege  eji,' 

*  True,  Sit,'  favs  Mrs.  Bcnner,  *  and  Vii.^il  calls 
this  a  violaLi'>(i  of  ciiafticy,  and  makes  Dido  Ipeak 
of  it  widi  tlic  utmolt  dccdlation  : 

H  h  3  '  S(d 
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*  Sed  mihi  vel  Tel/us  optem  prhis  ima  dehtfcat  •, 

*  Vel  Pater  omnipotens  adigat  me  fulmine  ad  umbraSf 
'  Pallentes  umbras  Erebi,  no^femque  profundam, 

*  y^nle,  pudory  qnam  te  violoy  aui  tuajura  refolvo* 
'  Ille  meosy  prim  urn  qui  me  fibijunxit,  amoves  ^ 

*  Ille  haheat  femper  fecum^  fervetque  Sepulchro** 

She  repeated  thefe  lines  with  fo  ftrong  an  empha- 
fis,  that  fhe  almoft  frightened  Amelia  out  of  her  wits, 
and  not  a  little  ftaggered  Booth,  who  was  himfelf  no 
contemptible  fcholar — He  expreffed  great  admira- 
tion of  the  lady's  learning  -,  upon  which  fhe  faid  it  was 
all  the  fortune  given  her  by  her  father,  and  all  the 
dower  left  her  by  her  hufband  j  *  and  fometimes,' 
faid  (he,  '  I  am  inclined  to  think  I  enjoy  more  plea- 

*  fure  from  it,  tkan  if  they  had  bellowed  on  me  what 

*  the  world  would  in  general  call  more  valuable.' — 
She  then  took  occafion,from  the  furprize  which  Booth 
had  affetled  to  conceive  at  her  repeating  Latin  with 
fo  good  a  grace,  to  comment  on  that  great  abfurdity 
(for  fo  fhe  termed  it)  of  excluding  women  from 
learnings  for  which  they  were  equally  qualified  with 
the  men,  and  in  which  fo  many  had  made  ^o  notable 
a  proficiency  ;  for  a  proof  of  which,  fhe  mentioned 
Madam  Dacier,  and  many  others. 

Though  both  Booth  and  Amelia  outwardly  con- 
curred with  her  fentiments,  it  may  be  a  queftion 
whether  they  did  not  aflent  rather  out  of  complai- 
fance,  than  from  their  real  judgment. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

Containing  feme  unaccountable  behaviour  in  Mrs,  Ellifon. 

/|RS.  Ellifon  made  her  entrance  at  the  end  of 
^  /J.  the  preceding  dilcourfe.  At  her  firft  appear- 
ance, fhe  put  on  an  unufual  degree  of  formality  and 
referve;  but  when  Amelia  had  acquainted  her  that 
Ihe  dcf  gaed  to  accept  the  favour  intended  her.  Hie 

fooB 
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foon  began  to  alter  the  gravity  of  her  mufcles,  and 

prefenrlyfell  in  with  that  ridicule  which  Booth  thought 
proper  to  throw  on  his  yefterday's  behaviour. 

The  converfation  now  became  very  lively  and  plea- 
fant,  in  which  Booth  having  mentioned  the  difcourfe 
that  paffed  in  the  la(l  chapter,  and  having  greatly 
complimented  Mrs.  Bennet's  fpeech  on  that  occafion, 
Mrs.  Ellifon,  who  was  as  flrenuous  an  advocate  on 
the  other  lide,  began  to  rally  that  lady  extremely, 
declaring  it  was  a  certain  fign  (he  intended  to  marry- 
again  Toon.     '  Married  ladies,'  cries  flie,  *  I  believe, 

*  fometimes  think  themfelves  in  earned  in  fuch  de- 

*  clarations,  though  they  are  oftener  perhaps  meant 

*  as  compliments  to  their  hufbands ;  but  when  wi- 

*  dows  exclaim  loudly  againlt  lecond  man  iages,  I 

*  would  always  lay  a  wager,  that  the  man,  if  not  the 

*  wedding-day,  is  abfolutely  fixed  on.' 

Mrs.  Bennet  made  very  little  anfwer  to  this  far- 
cafm.  Indeed,  fhe  had  fcarce  opened  her  lips  from 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Ellifon's  coming  into  the  room, 
and  had  grown  particularly  grave  at  the  mention  of 
the  mafquerade.  Amelia  imputed  this  to  her  being 
left  out  of  the  party,  a  matter  which  is  often  no  fmall 
mortification  to  human  pride,  and  in  a  whilper  afked 
Mrs.  Ellifon,  if  fhe  could  not  procure  a  third  ticket; 
to  which  (lie  received  an  abfolute  negative. 

During  the  whole  time  of  Mrs.  Bennet's  ftay, 
which  was  above  an  hour  afterwards,  fhe  remained 
perfectly  filent,  and  looked  extremely  melancholy. 
This  made  Amelia  very  unealy,  as  Hie  concluded  Ihe 
had  guelfed  the  caufe  of  her  vexation.  In  which 
opinion  fhe  was  the  more  confirmed,  from  certain 
looks  of  no  very  plealant  kind,  which  Mrs.  Bennet 
now  and  then  caft  on  Mrs.  Ellifon,  and  the  more 
than  ordinary  concern  iliat  appeared  in  the  former 
lady's  countenance,  whe,never  the  mafquerade  was 
mentioned,  and  which,  unfortunately,  was  the  prin- 
cipal topic  of  their  difcourfe  j  for  Mrs.  Elliibn  gave 
a  very  elaborate  defcription  of  the  extreme  beauty 
of  the  place,  and  elegance  of  tlie  divcrfion. 

jrl  h  4  When 
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When  Mrs.  Bennet  was  departed,  Amelia  could 
not  help  an;ain  foliciting  Mrs.  Ellifon  for  another 
ticket,  declaring  fhe  was  certain  Mrs.  Bennet  had  a 
great  inclination  to  go  with  them  j  but  Mrs.  Ellifon 
again  excufed  herfelf  from  afking  it  of  his  lordflVip, 

*  Befides,  Madam,'  fays  flie,  «  if  I  would  go  thi- 
'  ther  with  Mrs.  Bennet,  which,  I  own  to  you,  I 
'  don't  chufe,  as  fhe  is  a  perfon  whom  nobody  knowSt 

<  I  very  much  doubt  whether  flie  herfelf  would  like 
'  itj  for  fhe  is  a  woman  of  a  very  unaccountable 
'  turn.  All  her  delight  lies  in  books;  and,  as  for 
'  public  diverfions,  I  have  heard  her  often  declare 
«  \\('j  abhorrence  of  them.' 

<  What  then,'  faid  Amelia,  '  could  occafion  all 

*  that  gravity  from  the  moment  the  mafquerade  was 

*  mentioned  ?' 

'  As  to  that,'  anfwered  the  other,  '  there  is  no 
'  guelilng.     You  have  feen  her  altogether  as  grave 

<  before  now.  She  hath  had  thefe  fits  of  gravity  at 
'   times  ever  fince  the  death  of  her  hufband.' 

«  Poor  creature  1'  cries  Amelia,  ^  I  heartily  pity 
«  her.  For  flie  muft  certainly  fuffer  a  great  deal  on 
«  thefe  occafions.  I  declare  I  have  taken  a  ftrange 
«  fancy  to  her.' 

*  Perhaps,  you  would  not  like  her  fo  well,  if  you 
'  knew  her  thoroughly,'  anfwered   Mrs.  hilifon. — 

<  She  is  upon  the  whole,  but  of  a  whimfical  temper; 
«  and,  if  you  will  take  my  opinion,  you  fliould  not 
«  cultivate  too  much  intimacy  with  her.     I  know 

<  you  will  never  mention  what  I  fay;  but  fhe  is  like 
«  fome  pi(5lures  which  pleafe  beil  at  a  diflance.' 

Amelia  did  not  feem  to  agree  with  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  and  fhe  greatly  importuned  Mrs.  Ellifon  to 
be  more  explicit,  but  to  no  purpofe;  fhe  continued 
to  give  only  dark  hints  to  Mrs.  Bennet's  difadvan- 
tage ;  and,  if  ever  fhe  let  drop  Ibmething  a  little 
too  harfh,  fhe  failed  not  immediately  to  contradid 
herfelf,  by  throwing  fome  gentle  commendations 
into  the  other  fcale ;  fo  that  her  condudt  appeared 
utterly  unaccountable  to  Amelia,   and,   upon  the 

whole. 


Chap.  8.  AMELIA.  473 

whole,  (he  knew  not  whether  to 'conclude  Mrs.  El- 
lifon  to  be  a  friend  or  enemy  to  Mrs.  Bennct. 

During  this  latter  converl'ation.  Booth  was  not  in 
the  room  j  for  he  had  been  fummoned  down  ftairs 
by  the  fc^rjeanr,  who  came  to  him  with  news  from 
Murphy,  whom  he  had  met  t!iat  evening,  and  who 
allured  the  ferjeant,  that  if  he  was  defirous  of  re- 
covering the  debt,  and  which  he  had  before  pretend- 
ed to  have  on  Booth,  he  might  fnortly  have  an  op- 
portunity J  for  that  there  was  to  be  a  very  ftrong  pe- 
tition to  the  board,  the  next  time  they  fat.  Murphy 
faid  further,  That  he  need  not  fear  having  his  money; 
for  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  the  captain  had 
feveral  things  of  great  value,  and  even  his  children 
had  gold  watches. 

This  greatly  alarmed  Booth,  and  flill  more,  when 
the  ferjeant  reported  to  him  from  Murphy,  that 
all  thefc  things  had  been  fecn  in  his  pofleflion  with- 
in a  day  laft  pale.  He  now  plainly  perceived,  as  he 
thought,  that  Murphy  himfelf,  or  one  of  his  emilTa- 
ries,  liad  been  tlie  fuppofed  madman  ;  and  he  now 
very  well  accounted  to  himfelf  in  his  own  mind,  for 
all  that  had  happened,  conceiving  that  the  dcfio^n 
was  to  examine  into  the  flare  of  his  effefts,  and  to 
try  whether  it  was  worth  his  creditors  while  to 
plunder  him   by  law. 

At  his  return  to  his  apartment,  he  communicated 
what  he' iiad  heard  to  Amelia  and  Mrs  Ellifon,  not 
difguifing  his  apprehcnfions  of  the  enemy's  inten- 
tions; but  Mrs.  Ellifon  endeavoured  to  laugh  him 
out  of  his  fears,  calling  him  f\unt-hearted,  and  af- 
furing  him  he  might  depend  on  her  lawyer. — «  Till 

*  you   hear  from  him,'  faid  flic,  '  you  may  reft  cn- 

*  tirely  contented;    for,   take   my  word   for  it,   no 
<  danger  can  happen  to  you,  of  which  you  will  not 

*  be  timely  apprifed  by  him.     And  as  for  the  fellow 
«  that  had  the  iir.[ n-dence  to  coine  into  your  room, 

*  if  he  was  fent  on  fuch  an  errand  as  you  mention,  I 
'  heartily  willi  I  had  been  at  home;   I  would  iiave 

'  fc cured 
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*  fecured  him  fafe  with  a  conftable,  and  have  car- 

*  ried  him  diredly  before  juftice  Threfher.     I  know 

*  the  juftice  is  an  enemy  to  bailiffs  on  his  own  ac- 
«  count.' 

This  heartening  fpeech  a  little  roufed  the  coufage 
of  Booth,  and  fomewhat  comforted  Amelia,  though 
the  rpirits  of  both  had  been  too  much  hurried,  to 
fuffer  them  either  to  give  or  receive  much  enter- 
tainment that  evening  i  which  Mrs.  Ellifon  per- 
ceiving, foon  took  her  leave,  and  left  this  unhappy 
couple  to  feek  relief  from  fleep,  that  powerful  friend 
to  the  diftrefled,  though,  like  other  powerful  friends, 
he  is  not  always  ready  to  give  his  afliftance  to  thofe 
who  want  it  moll, 

C  H  A  P.     IX. 

Co  fit  at  fling  a  very  Jlrange  incident, 

WHEN  the  hufband  and  wife  were  alone,  they 
again  talked  over  the  news  which  the  ferjeanc 
had  brought;  on  which  occafion,  Amelia  did  all  fhe 
could  to  conceal  her  own  fears,  and  to  quiet  thofe  of 
her  hufband.  At  lad  ihe  turned  the  converfation  to 
another  fubject:,  and  poor  Mrs.  Bennet  was  brought 
on  the  carpet.  *  I  fhould  be  forry,'  cries  Amelia, 
to  find  I  had  conceived  an  affection  for  a  bad  wo- 
man;  and  yet  I  begin  to  fear  Mrs.  Ellifon  knows 
fomething  of  her  more  than  fhe  cares  todifcover; 
why  elfe  fhould  fhe  be  unwilling  to  be  feen  with 
her  in  public  ?  befides,  I  have  obferved  that  Mrs. 
Ellifon  hath  been  always  backward  to  introduce 
her  to  me,  nor  would  ever  bring  her  to  my  apart- 
ment, though  I  have  often  defired  her.  Nay,  flie 
hath  given  me  frequent  hints  not  to  cultivate  the 
acquaintance.  What  do  you  think,  my  dear? — 
I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  conrratt  an  intimacy  with 
a  wicked  perfbn.' 

'  Nay,  my  dear,'  cries  Booth,  '  I  know  no  more 
of  her,  nor  indeed  hardly  fo   much  as  yourfelf. 

•  But 
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*  But  this  I  think,  that  if  Mrs.  Ellifon  knows  any 

*  reafon  why  fhe  fliould  not  have  introduced  Mrs. 
'  Bennet  into  your  company,  fhe  was  very  much  in 

*  the  wrong  in  introducing  her  into  it.' 

In  difcourfes  of  this  kind  they  pafl:  the  remainder 
of  the  evening.  In  the  morning  Booth  rofe  early,  and 
going  down  ftairs  received  from  little  Betty  a  fealed 
note,  which  contained  the  following  words: 

Beware,  beware,  beware. 
For  I  apprehend  a  dreadful  fnare 
Is  laid  for  virtuous  innocence. 
Under  a  friend's  falfe  pretence. 

Booth  immediately  enquired  of  tlic  girl  who 
brought  this  note  ?  and  was  told,  it  came  by  a  chair- 
man, who,  having  delivered  it,  departed  without 
faying  a  word. 

He  was  extremely  flaggered  at  what  he  read,  and 
prefently  referred  the  advice  to  the  fame  alfair  on 
which  he  had  received  thofc  hints  from  Atkinfon  the 
preceding  evening;  but  when  he  came  to  confider 
the  words  more  maturely,  he  could  not  fo  well  re- 
concile the  two  lad  lines  of  this  poetical  e^^iitle,  if 
it  may  be  fo  called,  with  any  danger  whicii  the  law- 
gave  him  reafon  to  apprehend.  Mr.  Murphy  and 
his  gang  could  not  well  be  laid  to  attacl:  either  his 
innocence  or  virtue  j  nor  did  they  attack  him  under 
any  colour  or  pretence  of  friendfliip. 

After  much  deliberation  on  this  matter,  a  very 
ftrange  fufpicion  came  into  his  head  ;  and  this  was, 
that  he  was  betrayed  by  Mrs.  Ellifon.  He  had  for 
fome  time  conceived  no  very  high  opinion  of  that 
good  gentlewoman,  and  he  now  began  to  lufpett  that 
llie  was  bribed  to  betray  him.  By  this  means  he 
thought  he  could  bed  account  for  the  llrange  appear- 
ance of  the  luppofed  madman.  And  when  tliis  con- 
ceit once  had  birth  in  his  mind,  fevcral  circumftanccs 
nourilhcd  and  improved  it.     Among  thcic,  were  her 

jocofc 
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jocofc  behaviour  and  railiery  on  that  occafion,  and 
her  attempt  to  ridicule  his  fears  from  the  meflage 
which  the  ferjeant  had  brought  him. 

This  fufpicion  was  indeed  prepofterous,  and  nor  at 
all  warranted  by,  oreven  con('llent  with,  thechara6ler 
and  whole  behaviour  of  Mrs.  Ellifon,  but  it  was  the 
only  one  which  at  that  rime  fuggelled  itfelf  to  his 
mind  ;  and  however  blameable  it  might  be,  it  was 
certainly  not  unnatural  in  him  to  entertain  it;  for  fo 
great  a  torment  is  anxiety  to  the  human  mind,  that 
we  always  endeavour  to  relieve  ourfelves  from  it,  by 
gueOes,  however  doubtful  or  uncertain  ;  on  all  which 
occafions,  diflike  and  hatred  are  the  fureft  guides  to 
lead  our  fufpicion  to  its  objedl. 

When  Amelia  rofe  to  breakfaft.  Booth  produced 
the  note  which  he  had  received,  faying,  *  My  dear^ 
'  you  have  fo  often  blamed  me  for  keeping  fecrets 
'  from  you,  and  I  have  fo  often,  indeed,  endeavoured 
<  to  conceal  fecrets  of  this  kind  from  you  with  fuch 
'  ill  fuccefsj  that,  I  think,  I  Iliall  never  more  at- 
*  tempt  it.'  Amelia  read  the  letter  haftily,  and 
feemed  not  a  little  difcompofed  ;  then  turning  to 
Booth  with  a  very  difconfolate  countenance,  fhe 
faid,  '  Sure  fortune  takes  a  delight  in  terrifying  us! 
what  can  be  the  meaning  of  this  ?' — Then  fixing 
her  eyes  attentively  on  the  paper,  fhe  perufed  it  for 

fome  time,  till  Booth  cried '  How  is  it  poffible, 

my  Emily,  you  can  read  fuch  fluff  patiently  !  the 
verfes  are  certainly  as  bad  as  ever  were  written/ 
I  was  trying,  my  dear,'  anfwered  fhe,  *  to  recolleft 
the  hand  j  for  I  will  take  my  oath,  I  have  feen  it 
before,  and  that  very  lately,'  and  fuddenly  fhe 
cried  out  with  great  emotion,  *I  remember  it  per- 
fe6lly  now — It  is  Mrs.  Bennet's  hand.  Mrs.  E1-* 
lifon  fhewed  me  a  letter  from  her  but  a  day  or  two 
ago.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  hand,  and  I  am  po* 
fitive  it  is  her's.' 

«  If  it  be  her's,'  cries  Booth,  '  what  can  (he  pofTibly 
mean  by  the  latter  part  of  her  caution  ?  fure  Mrs. 
Ellifon  hath  no  intention  to  betray  us,' 

A  *  I  know 
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'^  I  know  not  what  fhe  means,  anfwered  Annelia, 
'  but  I  am  rcfolvrd  to  know  immediately  j   fcjr  I  am 

*  certain  of  the  hand.     By  the  greateft  iuck  in  the 

*  world,  fhe  told  me  yefterday  where  her  lodgings 
'  were,  when  fhe  prefTed  me  exceedingly  to  come  and 
'  fee  her.     She  lives  but  a  very  few  doors  from  us, 

*  and  I  will  go  to  her  this  moment.' 

Booth  made  not  the  leaft  obje(5lion  to  his  wife's 
defign.  His  curiofity  was  indeed  as  great  as  her's, 
and  fo  was  his  impatience  to  fatisfy  it,  though  he 
mentioned  nor  this  his  impatience  to  Amelia  3  and 
perhaps  i    had  been  well  for  him  if  he  had, 

Amelia  therefore  prefently  equipped  herfelf  in  her 
walking  d-e  s,  and  leaving  her  children  to  the  care 
of  her  hufband,  made  all  poffible  hafle  to  Mrs. 
Bennet's  lodgings. 

Amelia  waited  near  five  minutes  at  Mrs.  Bennet's 
door,  before  any  one  came  to  open  itj  at  length, 
a  maid  fervant  appeared,  who  being  aiked  if  Mrs. 
Beiinet  was  at  home,  anfwered  with  fome  confulion 
in  her  countenance,  that  fhe  did  not  know,  <  but, 
'  Madam,'  faid  fhe,  *  if  yon  will  fend  up  your  name, 

*  I  will  go  and  lee.'  Amelia  then  told  her  name; 
and  the  wench,  after  flaying  a  confiderable  time, 
returned  and  acquainted  her  that  Mrs.  Bennet  was 
at  home.  She  was  then  ufliered  into  a  parlour,  and 
told  that  the  lady  would  wait  on  her  prefently. 

In  this  parlour,  Amelia  cooled  her  heels,  as  the 
phrale  is,  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  She  feemed 
indeed,  at  this  time,  in  the  miferable  fituation  of  one 
of  thofe  poor  wretches,  who  make  their  morning  vifits 
to  the  great,  to  folicit  favours,  or  perhaps  to  lolicit 
the  payment  of  a  debt ;  for  both  are  alike  treated  as 
beggars,  and  the  latter  fometimes  confidered  as  the 
pnore  troublelome  beggars  of  the  two. 

During  her  ftay  here,  Amelia  obferved  the  houfc 
to  be  in  great  confulion  j  a  great  buHle  was  heard 
above  Itairs,  and  the  maid  ran  up  and  down  fcvcral 
times  in  a  great  hurry. 

At 
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At  length  Mrs.  Bennet  herfelf  came  in.  She  was 
greatly  difordered  in  her  looks,  and  had,  as  the  wo- 
men call  it,  huddled  on  her  clothes  in  much  hafte  j 
for  in  truth,  fhe  was  in  bed  when  Amelia  firfl  came. 
Of  this  fa6l  fhe  informed  her,  as  the  only  apology 
Ihe  could  make  for  having  caufed  her  to  wait  {o  long 
for  her  company. 

Amelia  very  readily  accepted  her  apology,  but  afked 
her  with  u  fmile,  if  thefe  early  hours  were  ufual  with 
her  ?  Mrs.  Bennet  turned  as  red  as  fcarlet  at  the 
queflion,  and  anfwered,   '  No,  indeed,  dear  Madam. 

<  I  am,  for  the  mofl  parr,  a  very  early  rifer;    but  I 

*  happened  accidentally  to  fit  up  very  late  laft  night. 

*  I  am  fure  I  had  little  expectation  of  your  intend- 

*  ing  me  fuch  a  favour  this  morning.' 

Amelia  looking  very  Itedfaftly  at  her,  faid  :   '  Is  it 

<  pofTible,  Madam,  you  fhould  think  fuch  a  note  as 

*  this  would  raife  no  curiofity  in  me  ?'  She  then  gave 
her  the  note,  afking  her,  if  fhe  did  not  know  the  hand  ?■ 

Mrs.  Bennet  appeared  in  the  utmoft  furprife  and 
confufion  at  this  inftant.  Indeed,  if  Amelia  had  con* 
ceived  but  the  fiightell  fulpicion  before,  the  behavi- 
our of  the  lady  would  have  been  a  fufficienr  confirm- 
ation to  her  of  the  truth.  She  waited  not  therefore 
for  an  anfwer,  which,  indeed,  the  other  feemed  in  no 
hafte  to  give;  but  conjured  her  in  the  moft  earneft 
manner,  to  explain  to  her  the  meaning  of  fo  extra- 
ordinary an  a6t  of  friendfnip  :    *  For,  fo,'  faid  fhe^ 

<  I  efteem  it;    being  convinced  you  muft  have  fuffi- 
«  cienc  reafon  for  the  warning  you  have  given  me.' 

*  Mrs.  Bennet,  after  feme  heftation,  anfwered; 
«  I  need  not,  I  believe,  tell  you  how  much  I  am  fur- 

<  prifed  at  what  you  have  fhewn  me,  and  the  chief 

<  reafon  of  my  furprife  is,  how  you  came  to  difcover 

<  my  hand.     Sure,  Madam^  you  have  not  fhewn  it 

<  to  Mrs.  Ellifon.' 

Amelia  declared  flie  had  not;  but  defired  fhe 
would  queflion  her  no  farther.    *  What  fignifies  how 

<  I  difcovered  it,  fince  your  hand  it  certainly  is  ?' 

*  I  own 
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'  I  own  it  is,*  cries  Mrs.  Bennet,  recovering  her 
fpirits,  *  and  fince  you  have  no:  fhewn  it  to  that  wo- 

*  man,  I  am  fatisficd.    I  begin  to  guefs  now  whence 

*  you  might  have  your  information  ;  but  no  matter, 

*  I  wifh  I  had  never  done  any  thing  of  which  I  ought 

*  to  be  more  afhamed — No  one  can,  I  think,  juflly 
'  accufe  me  of  a  crime  on  that  account  i  and  I  thank. 

*  Heaven,   my  Ihame  will  never  be  direfled  by  the 

*  falfe  opinion  of  the  world. — Perhaps  it  was  wrong 
'  to  Ihew  my  letter;  but  when  I  confider  all  cir- 

*  cumftances,  I  can  forgive  it.' 

*  Since  you  have  guefled  the  truth,*  faid  Amelia, 
'  I  am  not  obliged  to  deny  it.     She  indeed  fhewed 

*  me  your  letter;    but  I  am  fure  you  have  not  the 

*  lead  reafon  to  be  afnamed  of  it.     On  the  contrary, 

*  your  behaviour  on  fo  melancholy  an  occafion  was 

*  highly  praiie-worthy  ;  and  your  bearing  up  under 
'  fuch  affliftions,  as  the  lofs  of  a  hufband  in  fo  dread- 
'  ful  a  fituation,  was  truly  great  and  heroical.' 

*  So  Mrs.  Ellifon  then  hath  fhewn  you  my  letter  :* 
cries  Mrs.  Bennet  eagerly. 

'  Why,  did  not  you  guefs  it  yourfelf  r'  anfwered 
Amelia,  *  otherwife  I  am  lure  ]   have  betrayed  my 

*  honour  in  mentioning  it.  I  hope  you  liavc  not 
'  drawn  me   inadvertently  into  any  breach  of  my 

*  promifc.  Did  you  non  aflert,  and  that  with  an 
'  abfolute  certainty,  that  you  knew  Ihe  had  fhewn 

*  me  your  letter,  and  that  you  was  not  angry  with 

*  her  for  fo  doing  ?' 

'  I  am  fo  confufed,'- replied  Mrs.  Bennet,   *  that 

*  I  fcarce  know  what  I  (ay ;  yes,  yes,  I  remember 
'  1  did  lay  fo 1  wilh  I  had  no  greater  reafon  to 

*  be  angry  with  her  than  that.' 

*  For  Heaven's  fake,'  cries  Amelia,  '  do  not  de- 

*  lay   my  requeft  any  longer  ;    what  you   fay   non- 

*  greatly  increafes  my  curiufity  ;  and  my  mind  will 
'   be  on  the  rack  till  you  dilcover  your  wliolc  mean- 

*  ingj    for   I  am  more  and  more  convinced,   that 

*  lomc- 
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<  fomething  of  the  utmofl:  importance  was  the  pur- 

*  port  of  your  meflage.* 

*  Of  the  utmoft  importancej  indeed,'  cries  Mrs. 
Bennet,  *  at  leaft  you  will  own   mv  apprehenfions 

*  were  fufBciently  well  founded — O  gracious   Hea- 
'  ven  !    how  happy  fhall  I  think  myfelf,  if  I  fhould 

*  have  proved  your  prefcrvation  !   I  will,  indttJ,  ex- 

<  plain  my  meaning  J    bur    in  order  to  difclofe  all 

*  my  fears  in  their  juft  colours,  I  muft  unfold  my 

*  whole  hiftory  to  you.     Can   you   have  patience, 

*  Madam,  to  liften  to  the  Itory  of  the  moft  unfor- 

*  tunate  of  women  ?' 

Amelia  afTured  her  of  the  higheft:  attention  ;  and 
Mrs.  Bennet  foon  after  began  to  relate  what  is  writ- 
ten in  the  feventh  book  of  this  hiftory. 


END  OF  THE  EIGHTH  VOLUME, 
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